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Dicey détente

The June 12 Singapore summit promises to build on the unfolding rapprochement between the
U.S. and North Korea. Three distinct departures from an otherwise consistently hawkish stance
are discernible in U.S. President Donald Trump’s announcement last week of the rescheduled
meeting with the North Korean leader, Kim Jong-un. The first is the relegation of the core tenet of
the U.S. administration’s policy on North Korea’s nuclear programme. Denuclearisation has in
effect been shelved. The significance of this shift becomes apparent when contrasted with the
U.S.’s earlier unease with the lack of detail on the specifics of the North’s offer to denuclearise the
Korean Peninsula.

Reinforcing the new stance perhaps was also the absence of President Trump’s top officials at the
Oval Office meeting on June 1 with Pyongyang’s principal envoy and nuclear negotiator. Neither
Vice President Mike Pence, nor National Security Adviser John Bolton were present at the
meeting with Kim Yong-chol, the first official from North Korea since 2000 to be invited to the
White House and only the second to meet a sitting U.S. President. Mr. Pence and Mr. Bolton have
in recent weeks openly suggested that the path ahead for Pyongyang would be based on the
model adopted by Libyan leader Muammar el-Qaddafi. Qaddafi, in 2004, relinquished his nuclear
programme in exchange for economic integration with the West. However, considering Qaddafi’s
killing in the 2011 uprising, backed by Western powers, this entire scenario has been viewed by
the North Korean government as the wrong example to emulate. Thus, recent references to the
Libyan parallel pushed Pyongyang to issue repeated threats to pull out of the Singapore summit,
even before Mr. Trump actually called it off.

A second signal of the current view is Washington’s unwillingness to exert “maximum pressure” for
complete dismantlement. It now recognises the need for a long-drawn process of dialogue to
precede total disarmament. After meeting Pyongyang’s envoy, Mr. Trump acknowledged explicitly
that there would have to be many such rounds to achieve the desired outcome.

A third example is Mr. Trump’s assurance not to impose further sanctions, while emphasising that
existing measures against Pyongyang would remain in place. Obtaining relief from crippling
international sanctions, while retaining the nuclear deterrent developed over the decades, was Mr.
Kim’s real objective. In return, Pyongyang may cease further nuclear tests and missile launches,
an idea favoured by both China and Russia.

A tangible result from the summit tomorrow could be a formal treaty to proclaim the end of the
1950-1953 Korean War. The dialogue could possibly commence a process leading to recognising
Pyongyang as a nuclear weapons state.

The writer is a Deputy Editor at The Hindu in Chennai

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!

Please enter a valid email address.

An objective evaluation of his performance as Prime Minister is long overdue

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-11

Draw the line for Speakers and Governors

Speakers and Governors, acting independently of each other or in concert, can navigate the
destiny of State governments. Governors also have the capacity to install governments and give
them enough time to manufacture a majority. The Governor’s discretion allows them the
necessary elbow room to invite either the leader of the single largest party or the leader of a quick-
fix post-poll alliance, engineered through generosity in kind or cash, to form the government and
give that leader enough time to iron out the creases to win a trust vote in the Assembly. This is
because Speakers and Governors, even after their appointments, continue to be guided by their
respective parties’ best interests. The result is that those holding these exalted constitutional
offices enjoy little public trust or credibility. Constitutional values are made subservient to political
outcomes.

The provisions of the 10th Schedule of the Constitution, meant to root out defection, are now being
misused to protect those who defect. When defections are engineered either to install a
government or protect its longevity, the role of the Speaker is critical.

In Tamil Nadu, the Chief Minister owes his continuance in office to the Speaker’s indefensible
machinations when dealing with pending proceedings under the 10th Schedule. A petition was
presented against the present Deputy Chief Minister and 10 other MLAs of the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam in March 2017 for violating the party whip during the floor test held in
February 2017. However, till date the Speaker has not even issued notice to the defecting MLAs.
On the other hand, when on August 22, 2017, the T.T.V. Dinakaran group expressed no
confidence in the Chief Minister and wrote to the Governor, the Speaker with unusual alacrity
issued notices within two days for disqualification against 19 MLAs of the Dinakaran group, on a
petition presented by the Chief Government Whip on the ground that their actions amounted to
voluntarily giving up membership of the party. The Speaker disqualified 18 MLAs (one MLA shifted
his loyalty to the Chief Minister) within three weeks of notices being issued to them. Interestingly,
the order for disqualification was passed immediately after a petition was moved by the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam seeking directions from the High Court for a floor test to be held before the
next date of hearing in the said petition. Even after several weeks of the 19 MLAs of the Dinakaran
group expressing no confidence in the government and the demands for a floor test, the Governor
did not direct a floor test and allowed a minority government to continue to function.

The Speaker is more loyal to his party and the government than to the Constitution. Both the
inaction of the Speaker in one case and the disqualifications of the 18 MLAs in the other case
were challenged in the High Court in writ proceedings. Unfortunately, the court has not acted with
the judicial sagacity expected of it. In the case where the Speaker did not act, the court, relying on
a Supreme Court order, refused to issue a mandamus to the Speaker to decide the disqualification
petitions expeditiously. Since the power to issue such a mandamus to the Speaker is referred to a
Constitution Bench by the Supreme Court, the court decided to await resolution of the issue by the
Supreme Court. Speakers can, therefore, merrily refuse to decide such petitions. On the other
hand, the court has not rendered judgment in the case challenging the disqualifications of the 18
MLAs of the Dinakaran group. In case the disqualifications are set aside, the government is likely
to fall.

In Andhra Pradesh, of the 67 legislators belonging to the YSR Congress Party, 21 have defected,
making Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu’s position unassailable. Some of the defectors are
Cabinet Ministers. Despite pending petitions questioning the Speaker for not proceeding against
the defectors, the Speaker has chosen not to act for obvious reasons. The High Court has also not
allowed matters to precipitate stating that with 3.25 lakh pending cases, every matter cannot be
heard as a fresh case.
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In Telangana, 12 of 15 Telugu Desam Party (TDP) MLAs defected to the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi. Apparently, eight TDP MLAs had initially crossed over, after which four others followed
suit. Despite a petition seeking disqualification, the status quo prevails. The balance three TDP
MLAs have also crossed over. The Congress’s strength in the Assembly has gone down from 21
to 12 but none of the defectors stands disqualified, thanks to the Speaker.

In the past too, partisan Speakers have extended the tenure of illegitimate cut-and-paste
majorities. The Samajwadi Party did it by creeping defections from the Bahujan Samaj Party to
reach the magic 1/3 figure under the unamended 10th Schedule in the early 2000s. That gave
legitimacy to the defections. By the time the Supreme Court rendered its verdict challenging the
validity of such defections, the term of the Assembly was over. Such situations have replicated
themselves in other jurisdictions too.

Governors too have not come out with flying colours as they unabashedly protect the interests of
the party that appointed them. That is why the recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission, and
later the Punchhi Commission, had clear guidelines for Governors to act when inviting leaders to
be sworn in after the electoral verdict is out. But time and again we see Governors flouting these
guidelines. A challenge in courts takes time while the constitutional indiscretions of Governors play
havoc with democracy. Verdicts after the event make good law to be flouted once again by future
incumbent Governors. Recent events in Karnataka and earlier government installations in Goa,
Manipur and Meghalaya are shining examples of political venality initiated by Governors’ actions.
Earlier too, the Supreme Court castigated the Arunachal Pradesh Governor’s unconstitutional
conduct. In Uttarakhand, the Governor’s recommendation for imposition of President’s Rule was
quashed by the High Court.

The past too has witnessed similar gubernatorial constitutional misdemeanours to be castigated
later through court verdicts. Many court verdicts, including the decision of the Supreme Court in
S.R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994), have lamented the illegal dismissal of State governments
on the manipulated recommendations of Governors at the bidding of the Union government.

We need to address this aberration. Radical amendment in the law is one way out, especially by
amending the 10th Schedule qua the office of the Speaker and the fate of those who defect. We
need amendments to the Constitution to circumscribe the Governor’s powers in areas of abuse of
discretion. But most of all, we need political consensus to combat subversion of democracy. That
is the toughest nut to crack.

Kapil Sibal is a Rajya Sabha MP, former Union Minister and a senior Congress leader.
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Matters of the heart

My 1-year-old is battling Acute Leukemia. Please help me save my Aadriti 

A recent Indian study on health outcomes of angioplasty, a procedure performed on heart patients,
has shown that stenting all blockages in the heart can reduce survival and increase chances of
death. The study covered 4,595 patients treated in a government insurance scheme over a four-
year period. It highlights the need for closer observance of clinical protocols and calls for more
caution in decision-making.

It also points to the need to collate data on clinical performance indicators at hospitals and also at
state level, and to regularly provide such data to doctors so it could be used to improve survival
and recovery rates of patients treated. Given that the recently announced Ayushman Bharat
scheme is a major intervention in the healthcare market, the study suggests that patient outcome
indicators need to be integrated with the functioning of the scheme, for it to truly reduce death and
disease in the country.

In the study that has been published in international journal PLOS One in May, 4.5 per cent of
patients died within one year of the procedure. These deaths were related to high numbers of
stents implanted and to greater stent length. Greater age of patient was also directly related to
death. The lead author of the study, Dr Bhanu Duggal, a cardiologist from AIIMS Rishikesh,
suggests that only those blockages in the heart that are shown to be responsible for heart disease,
should be stented, for better health outcomes.

Heart disease, according to 2016 data, is the leading cause of disability in India today and
accounts for 28 per cent of all deaths in the country. Providing optimal and cost-effective care to
patients, then, must be a serious concern for public policy.

Yet, the current discourse on public health is almost entirely dominated by financing issues rather
than possible strategies to improve the health status of patients. No doubt it is important to provide
financial support to needy patients. But, surely, it is even more important to see that the maximum
number of patients treated recover fully. The only way to ensure that healthcare becomes more
patient-centric is if research studies come out of rarefied clinical discourse into public spaces.

These findings suggest two things. One, that better decision-making can improve chances of
patient survival in angioplasty cases. Ideally, a cardiac surgeon should also be involved in the
treatment decision and not just cardiologists alone. Today there are no norms of this kind in India.

The second implication of the study is that better decision-making can cut costs significantly. After
all, given the high cost of stents, the issue of appropriate use becomes critical. Moreover, heart
procedures constitute a very large percentage in monetary terms, of monies allocated in public
insurance schemes.

The Indian healthcare scenario is characterised by the relative absence of appropriate use criteria
for surgical procedures. Appropriate use criteria mean that in any health care scheme, before
proceeding for a surgery, the doctors concerned affirm that the case in question conforms to pre-
defined norms. The norms are hard-wired into the scheme. So in the case of angioplasty, the use
of such criteria would mean that for all elective procedures, the physicians would need to state
explicitly on paper that only those blockages that are shown to be responsible for heart disease
are proposed to be treated.

Currently, to our knowledge, there is only one health scheme in India, namely the Maharashtra
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health insurance scheme, that funds secondary and tertiary care, that formally links appropriate
use criteria to incurring expenditure in the scheme. The Maharashtra scheme requires treating
physicians to fill out a form designed by the topmost experts in the field for each clinical indication
that is being treated. Only after that is permission given to proceed. In case of any difference of
opinion, the physician is required to record his reasons.

Another study, by Dr G Karthikeyan, cardiologist at AIIMS New Delhi and lead author, showed that
in one year after the introduction of these criteria in the Maharashtra scheme, the incidence of
angioplasty as a proportion of all treatments, was reduced by 12.3 per cent. Given that angioplasty
accounted for roughly Rs 90 crore annual expenditure at the time and a major share of all claims,
this was a significant saving.

Interestingly, both studies show no difference in outcomes between public and private sector
hospitals.

For nearly a hundred years now, Western countries have developed a convention of patient
registries. Such a register is specific for a disease and means that participating hospitals record
patient information in the register. The information, recorded over time, can provide extremely
valuable inputs for improving treatment protocols. In the US, using data from the National
Cardiovascular Data Registry, a study of over 5,00,000 patients who had undergone angioplasty
between 2009-2010 showed that while interventions in emergency situations were appropriate, for
elective procedures, only 50 per cent could be categorised as appropriate, 38 per cent were
uncertain and 12 per cent were inappropriate.

In India we have no such convention, nor are hospitals required to collate procedure specific data.
The government has great market power in the health space today. Such market power could
conceivably be used to improve the practice of medicine. We have any number of highly qualified
doctors who are willing to help and who have devised appropriate use criteria. If only such criteria
could be structured into group insurance schemes, they could do a great deal of good. In a
knowledge society, the use of evidence-based criteria can save many lives.
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Two-legged diplomacy

My 1-year-old is battling Acute Leukemia. Please help me save my Aadriti 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent participation in two important regional forums — the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation in Qingdao and the Shangri La Dialogue in Singapore — has
shone a light on India’s new diplomatic possibilities as well as challenges. On the face of it, the
SCO has little in common with the SLD. The SCO is an inter-governmental organisation and the
SLD is a track 1.5 dialogue in which top officials as well as representatives of non-governmental
organisations participate. The scope of their geographies, too, is different. The SCO brings
together the continental states of Eurasia under the leadership of China and Russia. The SLD is a
forum for the maritime domain of the Indo-Pacific, where the US looms large. For Delhi’s foreign
policy traditionalists, the SCO-SLD divide fits quite nicely with the East-West paradigm that had
completely enveloped India’s thinking during the Cold War.

Since the end of the Cold War, the logic of economic reform and globalisation has been pushing
India to break out of this constrictive framework. But ideology and inertia tended to reinforce old
ways of thinking. Despite the growing expanse and intensity of India’s international engagements
in all directions, the tension between new and old ideas has endured. The renewed conflict
between the great powers in the last few years has also lent a sharper edge to India’s dilemmas.
In delivering the keynote address at the SLD in Singapore and celebrating India’s full membership
of the SCO in Qingdao, PM Modi articulated an approach to Indian foreign policy that we might call
“walking on two legs”. This approach is more in tune with India’s changed weight in the
international system and its consequent ability to shape its environment. Walking on two legs
demands that India engage all major powers. It rejects the idea of becoming a camp follower to
anyone else. The emphasis is on self-interest and the self-assurance that Delhi can manage the
contradictions from simultaneous engagement with all powers.

In both Singapore and Qingdao, one of PM Modi’s emphases was on connectivity. While
connecting with maritime Indo-Pacific is relatively easy, it is much harder with continental Asia.
The SCO could help India’s long-overdue integration with Eurasia that has remained physically
inaccessible to Delhi because of the conflict with Rawalpindi. PM Modi strongly supported SCO’s
connectivity initiatives while underlining India’s reservations on the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. He was making it clear he was not going to mask differences on key issues, for example
with China on the Belt and Road Initiative. His bet is that by a deeper personal engagement with
President Xi Jinping and regional cooperation with China, India could achieve its core national
objectives of connectivity and countering terrorism. These objectives are the main goals of the
SCO and are strongly reflected in the Qingdao declaration and other agreements signed at the
summit.
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Gene link for cholesterol

Researchers have identified a protein that plays a key role in the absorption of cholesterol in the
gut. Once a person digests cholesterol, genetics play a large part in how the fatty substance is
regulated throughout the body. High concentrations of low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-C)
circulating in the blood are a major risk factor for cardiovascular disease. Although the cause for
high LDL-C levels is in great part due to genetic variation, large-scale analyses have only revealed
a tiny portion of the genes responsible. A variant of the gene, LIMA1, was associated with
increased levels of cholesterol. Further investigation revealed that the gene variant is rare across
various populations, and that it creates a truncated protein. Mice lacking LIMA1 had significantly
lower cholesterol uptake (about 28% less) in the gut than in litter mates that did express the gene.
The study appears in the latest issue of the journal, Science.

At around 2 a.m. on May 17 morning, a grievously sick Mohammed Salih, a 28-year-old architect
from Kerala’s Perambra town, was rushed by his family to
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Milky Way disc much bigger than thought: study

An image released by the ESA on July 5, 2010 from the Planck telescope of its first all-sky image.
The main disc of Milky Way, our galaxy, runs across the centre of the image.   | Photo Credit:
AFP/NASA IMAGES

It would take us 200,000 years to cross the disc of our galaxy if we could travel at the speed of
light, say scientists who found that the disc of the Milky Way is bigger than thought.

Spiral galaxies, such as the Milky Way, have discs which are really thin, in which the major fraction
of their stars are found. These discs are limited in size, so that beyond certain radius there are
very few stars left.

In our Galaxy, we were not aware that there are stars in the disc at distances from the centre more
than twice that of the Sun. This means that our own star was apparently orbiting at about half the
galactic radius.

However, now we know that there are stars quite a bit further out, at more than three times this
distance, and it is probable that some stars are at more than four times the distance of the Sun
from the Galactic centre.

“The disc of our Galaxy is huge, around 200 thousand light years in diameter,” said Martin Lopez-
Corredoira, a researcher at the Instituto de Astrofisica de Canarias (IAC) in Spain.

In broad terms we can think of galaxies like the Milky Way as being composed of a rotating disc,
which includes spiral arms, and a halo, spherical in shape, which surrounds it.

This piece of research has compared the abundances of metals (heavy elements) in the stars of
the Galactic plane with those of the halo, to find that there is a mixture of disc and halo stars out to
the large distances indicated.

The researchers came to these conclusions after make a statistical analysis of survey date from
APOGEE and LAMOST, two projects which obtain spectra of stars to extract information about
their velocities and their chemical compositions.

“Using the metallicities of the stars in the catalogues from the high quality spectral atlases of
APOGEE and LAMOST, and with the distances at which the objects are situated, we have shown
that there is an appreciable fraction of stars with higher metallicity, characteristic of disc stars,
further out than the previously assumed limit on the radius of the Galaxy disc” said Carlos Allende,
a researcher at the IAC.

“We have not used models, which sometimes give us only the answers for which they were
designed, but we have employed only the statistics of a large number of objects. The results are
therefore free from a priori assumptions, apart from a few basic and well established ones,” said
Francisco Garzon, an IAC researcher.

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!

Please enter a valid email address.

It includes samples of a bug isolated from Alexander Fleming’s nose in 1915



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-11

ISRO’s PRL scientists discover an ‘EPIC’ planet

Planet size comparison   | Photo Credit: ISRO

In an epic Indian discovery, a team from the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, has
spotted for the first time a distant planet six times bigger than Earth and revolving around a Sun-
like star about 600 light years away. Both the planet and the star have been named EPIC.

"With this discovery India has joined a handful of countries which have discovered planets around
stars," PRL's parent Indian Space Research Organisation has announced. Significantly, the
discovery was made using a PRL-designed spectrograph, PARAS, to measure and confirm the
mass of the new planet.

EPIC 211945201b (or K2-236b) is the name given to the planet by the discovery team led by
PRL's Abhijit Chakraborty. The host star is named EPIC 211945201 or K2-236.

"The spectrograph is the first of its kind in the country which can measure the mass of a planet
going around a star. Very few such spectrographs exist around the world (mostly in the USA and
in the Europe) that can do such precise measurements," the space agency said on its website late
on June 8.

The scientists observed the target over a time 420 days or about 1.5 years. They measured the
mass of the planet using the indigenously designed PRL Advance Radial-velocity Abu-sky Search
or PARAS spectrograph integrated with the 1.2-metre telescope located at PRL’s Gurushikhar
Observatory in Mount Abu, Rajasthan.

PRL, described as the cradle of space sciences in India, conducts fundamental research in a host
of physical sciences including astronomy and space.

"Such a discovery is of importance for understanding the formation mechanism of such super-
Neptune or sub-Saturn kind of planets that are too close to the host star." The detection also adds
to a sparse catalogue of 22 other confirmed exoplanet systems that have a mass and radius in this
range, ISRO said.

EPIC was found circling very close to the Sun-like star, going around it once in about 19.5 days
and unlikely to be inhabitable because of its high surface temperature of around 600°C. The team
found the planet to be smaller in size than Saturn and bigger than Neptune. Its mass is about 27
times Earth's and six times that of Earth at radius. The scientists estimate that over 60% of its
mass could be made up of heavy elements like ice, silicates and iron.

Asked for his view, Jayant Murthy, senior professor of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics,
Bengaluru, said Dr. Chakraborty’s group is the only one in the country doing this important work
and has spent several years in developing the facility. “Over the next few years, I expect that they
will be able to make further contributions to this exciting field of astronomy.”

Dr. Murthy said, “The work done by Dr. Chakraborty and his collaborators is important in
characterising the nature of the exoplanet and they were able to show that the candidate is a close
to Saturn-size planet orbiting near its star. These planets are very unlike those in our own Solar
System and understanding them will tell us more about how planetary systems are formed.”
However, he said, radial velocity observations as made in this case “are not, in general, discovery
observations but [a] look at already known planetary systems for a better understanding of their
nature.”
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The research work will appear in the June issue of the Astronomical Journal owned by the
American Astronomical Society
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Xi to visit India in 2019 for Wuhan-style meet

In tune with the “strategic communication” between the two leaders, China’s Defence Minister Wei
Fenghe and Minister of Public Security Zhai Kezhi will meet their Indian counterparts — Nirmala
Sitharaman and Home Minister Rajnath Singh — later this year.

Mr. Modi said he had detailed discussions with the Chinese President on bilateral and global
issues, which would add further vigour to the India-China friendship after their “milestone” informal
summit in Wuhan. An MoU on sharing hydrological information on the Brahmaputra river by China
and another pact on amendment of the protocol on phytosanitary requirements for exporting non-
Basmati rice from India to China were signed after the talks.

“Met this year’s SCO host, President Xi Jinping this evening. We had detailed discussions on
bilateral and global issues. Our talks will add further vigour to the India-China friendship,” Mr. Modi
tweeted after the meeting.

Recalling that he and Prime Minister Modi successfully had an informal meeting and reached
important consensus in Wuhan, President Xi said the meeting had been well received by both
countries and the international community, and a positive atmosphere is taking shape to pay close
attention to and support the development of China-India relations.

China is willing to work with India to take the Wuhan meeting as a “new starting point” to
continuously enhance political mutual trust and engage in mutually beneficial cooperation across
the board, to push forward China-India relations in a better, faster and steadier manner, Mr. Xi was
quoted as saying by China’s Xinhua news agency.
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Joint plan for Afghan project

India and China agreed on Friday that they would jointly move forward in identifying a specific
project in the area of capacity building in Afghanistan, Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale said here
on Saturday. The move could upset Pakistan.

During the informal summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Wuhan in April, the two leaders had agreed to undertake a joint India-China economic
project in Afghanistan.

Mr. Modi on Saturday had detailed discussions with Mr. Xi on bilateral and global issues on the
sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit here.

Mr. Gokhale said that on Afghanistan there was a brief discussion on the projects. One of the
outcomes of the meeting between Prime Minister Modi and President Xi is that India and China
have agreed that they will move forward in identifying a specific project initially in the area of
capacity building, he said. “But it would be a joint project in Afghanistan so we now have to begin
the process of identifying it,” Mr. Gokhale said. This will be a first such project in the war-torn
country where China has tacitly backed Pakistan.
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Homegrown terror: Rajnath alive to trend

Striking a rapport:A young man taking a selfie with Rajnath Singh in Srinagar.Nissar Ahmad  

Security agencies have assessed that infiltration of foreign terrorists from Pakistan has reduced
marginally in the past five years, but the number of Kashmiri youth joining militancy has risen
steadily.

The agencies shared the findings with Home Minister Rajnath Singh during his visit to Jammu and
Kashmir earlier this week.

Upward graph

An assessment of terrorists “active” in the Kashmir Valley in April 2016, 2017 and 2018 shows
such a trend. In April this year, of the 276 “active” terrorists, almost 56%, or 154, were local
youngsters. In April 2017, 48% of the 251 active terrorists were local youth. During the
corresponding month in 2016, this was 54%.

A detailed report prepared by the Home Ministry shows that of the 57 terrorists killed in encounters
with security agencies till April 30 this year, 37 were local men and 20 were foreigners, primarily
from Pakistan. In 2017, of the 213 killed , 85 were local men and 128 were foreigners.

The Hindu reported on June 2 that two studies conducted by the security agencies showed that
extremist ideology and pan-Islamic discourse had much less to do with the recruitment of militants.
The studies found that only 2% of the militants had ever studied at a madrassa or religious school
and local factors such as geography, involvement of friends, family and neighbours, and social
media shares among close groups played a role in motivating these men, mostly in their 20s, to
become militants and terrorists.

There has been a surge in number of Kashmiri youths joining terror groups after Hizbul
Mujahideen “commander” Burhan Wani was killed in an encounter with security forces on July 8,
2016.

The fresh assessment shows that from 2012 to 2014, the “net infiltration” (those who succeeded in
infiltrating from Pakistan) number was 283. From 2015 to 2017, 275 terrorists infiltrated from
Pakistan.

The number of security personnel killed in encounters has increased. “Fifteen security force
personnel were martyred from January-April 2017, whereas 29 security force personnel were
killed in the same period in 2018,” the report said.

As many as 201 security personnel were killed from 2015 to 2017 and 115 from 2012 to 2014.

Security review

Mr. Singh presided over an elaborate security review in Srinagar where agencies gave a “mixed”
response on the success of the suspension of operations (SoO) announced by the Centre on May
16 during of Ramzan. “Any call to extend the SoO will be taken after Ramzan. Certain aspects of
the analysis made by security agencies were encouraging and there were some areas of
concern,” said an official present at the meeting.
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‘India backed Maldives in UN’

India had assured the Maldives of its support for a non-permanent seat on the United Nations
Security Council on at least three occasions, including one day before Friday’s vote, its envoy
said.

The Maldives lost the vote for the Asia-Pacific seat to Indonesia by a large margin, winning only 46
of the 190 votes cast at the UN General Assembly for the two-year stint. Given a downslide in
India-Maldives ties over the past year, however, India’s vote is particularly significant.

“India reassured us in writing as recently as June 7 of its support at the UNSC election, which it
had reiterated twice in the past, and we highly appreciate India’s stand,” Maldives Ambassador to
India Ahmed Mohamed told The Hindu .

Secret ballot

Though the External Affairs Ministry refused to comment on India’s stand at the vote, which is
conducted by a secret ballot, it is understood that its recent assurance of support was received by
the Maldivian mission at the United Nations from India’s Permanent Mission in New York.

In January 2014, the India-Maldives joint statement issued after a meeting between President
Abdulla Yameen and then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, both countries had committed to
supporting each other’s candidature for the UNSC non-permanent seats.

While the Maldives stood for the 2019-20 term, India has announced it will stand for the Security
Council seat in 2021-22.

According to officials, the Ministry had in mid-2017 repeated its support in reply to a query from the
Maldivian Foreign Ministry.

Since then, however, relations between New Delhi and Male went into a tailspin over President
Yameen’s decision to rush through a Free Trade Agreement with China, and imposing an
Emergency in the country in February that lasted several weeks and saw a crackdown on the
Opposition parties. India objected strenuously, and even refused to entertain a special envoy sent
by President Yameen to explain his decision. Meanwhile, the Maldives invited Pakistan’s Army
Chief to Male and discussed joint patrols in the Indian ocean, once an exclusive domain of the
Indian Navy.

Adding to the uncertainty over which way India would vote was Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Indonesia last week, where the two sides upgraded their defence and strategic ties. Given
the government’s emphasis on its “Act East” policy as well as strengthening ties with ASEAN,
while not so much importance was given to SAARC (the Maldives is not part of the other sub-
regional groups BIMSTEC and BBIN that India is promoting), it was widely believed that India
would cast its lot with Indonesia over the Maldives.

Never any doubt

“This was just media speculation, I think,” said Mr. Mohamed, who said that there had never been
any doubt in Male about India’s support.

“The vote shows a continuity of good relations between our two countries, and as a small island
state we particularly appreciate this,” he added, referring to External Affairs Minister Sushma
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Swaraj’s recent statement at a press conference, that India’s relations with the Maldives “are not
broken and cannot be broken” as it is a neighbouring country.
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A vicious cycle: on trade wars

Nobody wants to lose a trade war. The European Commission on Wednesday announced it would
impose tariffs as high as 25% on imports worth $3.3 billion from the U.S. beginning July. A whole
range of American goods, from motorbikes and jeans to peanut butter and orange juice, will now
face higher taxes when sold in the European Union zone. The Commission is also mulling import
duties on more American goods if the trade war with the U.S. intensifies. Europe is not alone in
waging a battle against imports from the U.S.; China, Mexico and Canada have joined hands in
response to President Donald Trump’s decision to impose tariffs on steel and aluminium imports.
Last week, the U.S. imposed a 25% tax on steel and a 10% tax on aluminium imports from the EU,
Mexico and Canada. The first salvo in this ongoing trade war, however, was fired by Mr. Trump in
March this year, when he imposed tariffs on Chinese steel and aluminium to protect American
producers. Workers in America’s manufacturing sector have played a key role in Mr. Trump’s
electoral success, so his zealousness to be seen to be protecting their interests is unsurprising.
However, consumers in America and the rest of the world are likely to suffer as their respective
governments make it costlier for them to access foreign goods and services.

Judging by their actions, it is now clear that America’s major trading allies would not really want to
lose this trade war against the U.S. The sad fact, however, is that at the end of the day nobody
actually wins a destructive trade war. Tariffs that seek to disadvantage foreign producers in favour
of domestic producers, whether they are imposed by the U.S. or any of its major trading partners
such as Europe or China, only increase the burden of taxes. What this leads to eventually is
slower global economic growth. The World Bank has warned that the effect of the increased use of
tariffs to regulate international trade could be similar to the significant drop in global trade after the
financial crisis a decade ago. Countries that are protesting America’s metal tariffs in the name of
free trade are also only encouraging further protectionism when they impose retaliatory tariffs. As
former Reserve Bank of India Governor Raghuram Rajan aptly put it, the ongoing trade war is a
“lose-lose situation” for the warring parties. The only winners will be special interest groups and
consumers in countries that do not engage in the tit-for-tat tariff war, but their winnings will come at
the cost of global growth. It is high time countries worldwide come together to promote the cause
of free trade.
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Questions of promotion

The Supreme Court’s one line order that the government can go ahead with promotions in
government offices — which will have bearing on Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe (SC/ST)
reservations in promotions — has come with the caveat “in accordance with law”. This is no victory
at all as all such promotions, if made, will again be challenged due to a non-fulfilment of conditions
laid down in earlier judgments (which under Article 141 of the Constitution are “law declared by the
Supreme Court which is binding on all courts”). The solution could be an ordinance if the Dalit
cause is dear to the government.

Significant verdicts

Barring a few exceptions, the judiciary has not been encouraging on reservation policies. In the
State of Madras v. Srimathi Champakam Dorairajan (1951), which related to medical and
engineering seats, the Madras High Court struck down the reservation policy. The judgment led to
the first amendment to the Constitution to protect reservations. The newly introduced Clause (4) of
Article 15 read: “Nothing in this Article or in Clause 2 of Article 29 shall prevent the State from
making any special provision for the advancement of any socially and educationally backward
classes of citizens or for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes.”

In M.R. Balaji (1962), the Supreme Court did make some positive observations. These included:
the government need not appoint a commission to determine backwardness under Article 340
prior to formulation of a reservation policy; executive orders giving reservation are valid; caste is
important but not the sole determinant of backwardness; and ‘caste’ and ‘class’ are not
synonymous. The court struck down the distinction between ‘backward’ and ‘more backward’
communities and termed 68% reservation as a ‘fraud’ on the constitutional power conferred on the
state by Article 15(4). It also introduced a 50% upper limit in reservation. This judicial innovation is
unreasonable as there is no statistical basis to argue that efficiency will be adversely affected if
reservation exceeds the 50% limit or if it is extended to promotions.

In C.A. Rajendran (1967), where governmental policy of 1963 that did not provide for reservation
of posts in class I and II posts was challenged, a five-judge bench upheld the policy by saying that
reservation both in appointments and promotions is merely discretionary rather than the
constitutional duty of the state. In T. Devadasan (1963), the “carry forward” in reservations (if
reserved seats remained unfilled in a year they would be carried forward subsequently) was struck
down.

In State of Kerala v. N.M. Thomas (1975), the Supreme Court did extend the benefit of
reservations to promotions while upholding the rule that gave further exemption of two years to
SC/ST candidates in passing the tests.

In Indra Sawhney (1992), where 27% Other Backward Classes (OBC) reservation was challenged,
a nine-judge bench authoritatively laid down the law on reservation. The positive findings were:
Article 16(4) is not an exception to the right to equality of opportunity provided under Article 16(1)
but an illustration of the right to equality of opportunity; a caste can be and quite often is a social
class in India; a classification between ‘backward’ and ‘most backward’ is constitutionally
permissible, and T. Devadasan was wrongly decided. But here too the court explicitly said that in
future reservation, benefits cannot extend to promotions and ‘creamy layer’ is to be excluded in
reservation for OBCs. Further, reservation though not ‘anti-merit’, should not apply to some
services and certain posts.

The government brought in the 77th amendment to the Constitution in order to overturn Indra



crackIAS.com

crackIAS.com

Sawhney on the issue of promotions. But in Virpal Singh Chauhan (1995), and subsequently in Ajit
Singh (1999), a ‘catch up rule’ was introduced under which senior general candidates who were
promoted after SC/ST candidates would regain their seniority over SC/ST candidates promoted
earlier. As a result, the 85th amendment had to be passed to reverse these judgments and to give
consequential seniority to SC/ST candidates.

The two amendments were challenged leading to M. Nagaraj (2006) in which the court made
certain unusual observations: the concept of SC/ST reservation is hedged by three constitutional
requirements — backwardness of SC/STs, inadequacy of their representation in public
employment, and overall efficiency of administration. A number of High Courts following Nagaraj
have struck down reservation in promotions after applying these requirements.

Surprisingly, the bench in Nagaraj also went against the judgment of Indra Sawhney where the
court had said that SC/STs were definitely socially backward. In 2004 a constitution bench in E.V.
Chinnaiah did admit the backwardness of Dalits and said that SCs are not only backward but
indeed most backward.

Moreover, since the backwardness of SCs was taken into account (Article 341), Nagaraj was
erroneous in insisting on quantitative collection of data to prove their backwardness. Ironically no
petitioner in Nagaraj disputed the backwardness of Dalits.

The judgment is also off the mark on the issue of exclusion of the creamy layer in promotions.
When this layer is not relevant at the initial appointment, how can its exclusion be insisted upon in
promotions? In fact, in Ashoka Kumar Thakur (2008), the Supreme Court clarified that the creamy
layer doctrine has no relevance in SC/ST reservation.

Efficiency is demonstrated in the performance of employees. No research has so far proved that
SC/ST employees are less efficient than employees recruited under the general category. And the
judiciary should not pre-judge the efficiency of any category of employee prior to their
appointment/promotion. Justice Chinnappa Reddy in K.C. Vasanth Kumar demolished the
efficiency argument when he said: “Efficiency is very much on the lips of the privileged whenever
reservation is mentioned.” He added: “The underlying assumption that those belonging to the
upper castes and classes, who are appointed to the non-reserved castes will, because of their
presumed merit, ‘naturally’ perform better than those who have been appointed to the reserved
posts and that the clear stream of efficiency will be polluted by the infiltration of the latter into the
sacred precincts is a vicious assumption, typical of the superior approach of the elitist classes.” In
2017, the Supreme Court finally referred reconsideration of Nagaraj to a Constitution bench.

Faizan Mustafa is Vice-Chancellor, NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad. The views expressed
are personal
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India to host first BIMSTEC war games

India will host the first military exercise of the BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation) group focussing on counter-terrorism in September. As part
of this, a conclave of the Army chiefs of all seven member-states is being planned.

The exercise is scheduled to be held in Pune in the second week of September.

“The aim of the exercise is to promote strategic alignment among the member-states and to share
best practices in the area of counter-terrorism,” a defence source said.

The initial planning conference to work out the modalities is scheduled to be held next week and
the final planning conference is scheduled in August.

BIMSTEC was set up in 1997 and includes India, Bangladesh, Bhutan Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Thailand.

The theme includes counter-terrorism in semi-urban terrain and cordon and search, and each side
will bring in some 30 soldiers.

Counter-terror ops

The conclave of Army chiefs is scheduled on the last two days of the exercise. The chiefs will
debate the challenge of terrorism and transnational crime, which is a major concern among all the
states and on how they can promote collective cooperation, the source said.

BIMSTEC countries held a disaster management exercise in 2017, but this is the first military
exercise of the grouping which brings together important neighbours of India in South and
Southeast Asia.
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India must build on the decline in maternal mortality

A sharp drop in the maternal mortality rate (MMR) in India from 167 per 100,000 live births in
2011-2013 to 130 in 2014-16 is a positive indication of progress in our otherwise patchy social
development indicators. As expected, Kerala has turned in an exemplary performance with its
MMR decreasing to 46 from 61 in this period. Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh are a close second
and third. The really exceptional news is that the so-called backward states have also done
exceptionally well, among them Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan and Orissa. Maharashtra and
Punjab have been disappointments with their lacklustre performance. But India still ranks 129
among 184 nations on maternal mortality and 145 among 193 nations on infant mortality.

Much of the credit for the decline in maternal mortality is being given to institutional deliveries.
However, there are a host of other factors that contribute to a reduction in maternal mortality in the
Indian context. These include female literacy, increased financial outlays towards family welfare
programmes and a reduction in poverty. Economic factors play a huge role in institutional
deliveries.

Given our shambolic public health system, many people opt for private delivery facilities which
cost much more than those in public health ones. So those in a higher economic echelon have
greater access to better quality care. A higher socio-economic status also means that the women
can avoid unwanted pregnancies through proper contraceptive use apart from access to better
food during pregnancy. However, while the decline is good news, India still lags behind many
developing countries in maternal health and survival. For a start, women in rural areas especially
need transport to medical facilities at the time of delivery. While on paper, this is supposed to be
free for government hospitals and clinics, it is rarely available on time, if at all. What India needs to
focus on if it wants to continue this positive trend is to push for a greater decline in child marriage
and a reduction in teenage pregnancies. Along with this, anaemia among pregnant women must
be addressed as it is a major cause of death during childbirth. The fall in maternal deaths is
something that can be built on if the government does not take its eye off the ball. Its related
benefits can make a real difference in development indicators from infant and child mortality and
health to population stabilisation.
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India and China reset ties at SCO summit

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was in the Chinese city of Qingdao to attend the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit, but the visit appeared to be more about the continuing
task of resetting India-China ties after the damage done by last year’s military standoff at Doklam.
The SCO is a grouping whose relevance is growing, primarily as a platform for combating
terrorism and enhancing security cooperation focused on Afghanistan and the Central Asian
region. This was the first summit since India and Pakistan were admitted as full members of the
bloc. The Qingdao Declaration of the SCO spoke of a world in a period of major changes and
adjustments, and the need for multi-polar and interdependent structures that can help nations
surmount uncertainties created by increasing instability around the world. There were also
references in the declaration to more protectionist and unilateralist challenges on the economic
front and the need for strong multilateral cooperation to combat all forms of terrorism as well as
financing and material support for the scourge.

Some have pointed to China’s growing clout in organisations such as the SCO while juxtaposing
the meeting in Qingdao with the acrimony witnessed at the G7 Summit in Canada. But such a
comparison is superficial as the members of the SCO, barring India and China, do not wield the
same influence on the global stage as the G7 states. For India, much of the attention was on Mr
Modi’s meeting with President Xi Jinping on the margins of the SCO Summit. Both sides agreed
on key steps to take forward the momentum achieved during the informal summit between the two
leaders at Wuhan in April. Besides Xi’s acceptance of an invitation to participate in the next
informal summit in India, the two sides will go ahead with a series of high-level meetings that
appear to be aimed at keeping the disputed border peaceful while moving ahead with discussions
that narrow the divergences. There was forward movement on the sharing of data on the
Brahmaputra River and some minor steps to boost trade.

Mr Modi, however, did not dilute New Delhi’s position on Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative as India
is the only SCO member not to endorse the connectivity project in the Qingdao Declaration. Mr
Modi, in fact, used his speech at the summit to drive home the message that India would back all
such projects that are inclusive, transparent and respect the territorial sovereignty of nations. This
reinforces the view that New Delhi is willing to work with Beijing for greater regional stability and
development, but on its own terms as a key regional player.
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India re-defines its regional role

Recent foreign policy moves by New Delhi indicate an inflexion point. Combining orthodox ideas
from the Cold War era along with 21st century pragmatism, it appears that India has decided that
the emerging multipolar world is becoming far too complicated for the binary choices and easy
solutions that some had envisioned for the country’s foreign policy. Not only has it recast its
approach to the maritime Indo-Pacific but as the recent Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
summit exemplifies, it is also building deeper and more constructive links with continental Eurasia.

Setting a new tone

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore on June 1 laid
out a framework that might outlast the present government. The speech was dominated by four
themes that collectively tell us about the evolving foreign policy. First, the central theme was that
at a time when the world is facing power shifts, uncertainty and competition over geopolitical ideas
and political models, India would project itself as an independent power and actor across Asia.
One of the most important parts of the speech was when Mr. Modi described India’s ties with the
three great powers. Russia and the United States were called as partners with whom India has
relationships based on overlapping interests in international and Asian geopolitics. And, India-
China relations were portrayed in complex terms as having “many layers” but with a positive
undertone that stability in that relationship is important for India and the world.

The intended signal to all major capitals was that India will not be part of a closed group of nations
or aggregate Indian power in a bloc, but will chart out its own course based on its own capacity
and ideas. Notice, for example, the following phrases: “our friendships are not alliances of
containment” or “when nations stand on the side of principles, not behind one power or the other,
they earn the respect of the world and a voice in international affairs”. For some this portends a
renewed emphasis on non-alignment. The Prime Minister himself used the more agreeable term
“strategic autonomy”. In essence, what it really means is that India has become too big to be part
of any political-military camp whose design and role in Asian affairs is being conceived elsewhere,
upon ideas that India might not fully share, and where India has a marginal role in strategy and
policy implementation.

The China factor

Second, even as China’s rise has undoubtedly increased the demand and space for India to
increase its region-wide engagement, India’s role in the vast Indo-Pacific is no longer envisaged
as a China-centric one. Mr. Modi removed any lingering impression of an impeding crusade or an
ideological sub-text to India’s Act East policy in the coming years when he remarked, “India does
not see the Indo-Pacific Region as a strategy or as a club of limited members. Nor as a grouping
that seeks to dominate.” If anybody imagined that India’s identity as a democracy would position it
naturally towards one side in the emerging world order, Mr. Modi clarified that misperception quite
emphatically: “India’s own engagement in the Indo-Pacific Region — from the shores of Africa to
that of the Americas — will be inclusive… That is the foundation of our civilisational ethos — of
pluralism, co-existence, open-ness and dialogue. The ideals of democracy that define us as a
nation also shape the way we engage the world.”

India’s Ambassador to Beijing expressed a similar message on the eve of the SCO summit: Big
countries “can peacefully coexist despite differences in their systems and that they can work
together”. In other words, India’s democracy is far more comfortable with a world of diversity than
the spectre of a clash of civilisations or great powers locked in ideological contests.
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Third, despite this policy adjustment, India’s approach to the region is not going to be a hands-off
policy or one devoid of norms. We continued to hear an emphasis on a “free, open, inclusive
region” and a “common rules-based” Indo-Pacific order. Some believe this is aimed squarely at
China but it is more accurate to interpret such rhetoric as directed at the type of order India would
like to see and actively support. Significantly, Mr. Modi asserted that such “rules and norms should
be based on the consent of all, not on the power of the few”. Again, this underscored Delhi’s belief
that the normative basis of the region’s future political-security architecture would only find
legitimacy if it were based on a consensus among all stakeholders.

Finally, without mentioning either, Mr. Modi urged both the U.S. and China to manage their rivalry
and prevent their “normal” competition from descending into conflict. “Asia of rivalry will hold us all
back. Asia of cooperation will shape this century. So, each nation must ask itself: Are its choices
building a more united world, or forcing new divisions? It is a responsibility that both existing and
rising powers have.” He made it clear that while India would pursue many partnerships “in the
region and beyond”, it was not going to choose “one side of a divide or the other” but would remain
wedded to its principles and values that emphasise inclusiveness, diversity and of course its own
interests.

Did Mr. Modi’s speech constitute a turning point in India’s foreign policy? As analysts debate this
question, the messaging was unmistakable. After drifting towards the U.S. for the past decade,
Delhi is rediscovering a posture and policy for a multipolar world as well as taking greater
responsibility for its own future and destiny. Reflecting its unique geographical position at the
rimland of Eurasia and at the mouth of the Indo-Pacific, India’s foreign policy is likely to be driven
by a dual attention to the balance of power and order building in the continental and maritime
environment around the subcontinent.

Zorawar Daulet Singh is a Fellow at the Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi
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AI garage? — on kickstarting artificial intelligence

The NITI Aayog has published an ambitious discussion paper on kickstarting the artificial
intelligence (AI) ecosystem in India. AI is the use of computers to mimic human cognitive
processes for decision-making. The paper talks of powering five sectors — agriculture, education,
health care, smart cities/infrastructure and transport — with AI. It highlights the potential for India
to become an AI ‘garage’, or solutions provider, for 40% of the world. To pull this off, India would
have to develop AI tools for a range of applications: reading cancer pathology reports, rerouting
traffic in smart cities, telling farmers where to store their produce, and picking students at high risk
of dropping out from school, among them. It is a tall order, but several countries have similar
ambitions. The U.S., Japan and China have published their AI strategy documents and,
importantly, put their money where their aspirations are. China, for example, plans to hand out a
million dollars in subsidies to AI firms, as well as to run a five-year university programme for 500
teachers and 5,000 students. The NITI Aayog does not talk about how India’s ambitions will be
funded, but proposes an institutional structure to get things going. This structure includes a
network of basic and applied research institutions, and a CERN-like multinational laboratory that
would focus on global AI challenges.

These are lofty goals, but they beg the question: can India bring it to pass? In answer, the NITI
Aayog offers a sombre note of caution. India hardly has any AI expertise today. The paper
estimates that it has around 50 top-notch AI researchers, concentrated in elite institutions like the
IITs. Further, only around 4% of Indian AI professionals are trained in emerging technologies such
as deep learning. And while India does publish a lot, these publications aren’t very impactful;
India’s H-index, a measure of how often its papers are cited, is behind 18 other countries. This is
not encouraging, considering that returns on AI are not guaranteed. The technology has tripped up
as often as it has delivered. Among successes, a recent study found that a Google neural network
correctly identified cancerous skin lesions more often than expert dermatologists did. India, with its
acute shortage of specialist doctors in rural areas, could benefit greatly from such a tool. On the
other hand, studies have found that AI image-recognition technologies do badly at identifying
some races, because the data used to train them over-represent other races. This highlights the
importance of quality data in building smart AI tools; India lacks this in sectors such as agriculture
and health. Where data exist, this is poorly annotated, making it unusable by AI systems. Despite
these formidable challenges, the scope of NITI Aayog’s paper must be lauded. The trick will be to
follow it up with action, which will demand a strong buy-in from policymakers and substantial
funds. The coming years will show if the country can manage this.
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Rise in India-ASEAN naval games

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Changi Naval Base during his recent visit to Singapore.PTI  

India is instituting a series of bilateral and multilateral naval exercises with Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries as part of the increasing military-to-military cooperation.
This is in addition to assisting the countries in capacity-building and sale of military hardware.

Later this month, the Navies of India and Indonesia will hold their first bilateral exercise in the Java
Sea. India will stage a new trilateral exercise with Thailand and Singapore soon.

Beyond patrols

The bilateral with Indonesia is in addition to the Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) that the two sides
conduct. The 31st edition of CORPAT concluded on June 9 in which India had deployed INS
Kulish , a Kora class missile corvette, and one Dornier maritime patrol aircraft.

“The visit of the INS Kulish seeks to underscore India’s peaceful presence and solidarity with
friendly countries towards ensuring good order in the maritime domain and to strengthen existing
bonds between India and Indonesia,” the Indian Navy said in a statement.

The new trilateral naval exercise with Thailand and Singapore was announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his key note address at the Shangri-La dialogue in Singapore. The dates
and modalities of the exercise are being worked out, a defence source said.

Similarly, the Navy recently conducted maiden bilateral exercises with Myanmar, Thailand and
Vietnam. “The Indian Navy has had extensive interactions with Vietnam People’s Navy,
particularly in training, repairs, maintenance and logistics support aimed at capacity building,” the
Navy said.
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India rebalancing ties with Pakistan

“The SCO has been working on connectivity among its member countries. Now that India and
Pakistan are both members, it provides New Delhi with a fresh opportunity to reach out to Central
Asia across the Pakistani corridor,” the source said.

An Indian official had earlier told The Hindu that as its full participation neared, the Indian side
“seriously began to explore opportunities presented by New Delhi’s participation in the SCO.”

“The result is an evolving policy towards Eurasia, with a Central Asia core.”

Opposes BRI

Asserting India’s continued opposition to China’s ambitious Belt and Road Initiative, Mr. Modi said
mega connectivity projects must respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the countries.

However, New Delhi, he said, would support initiatives which ensure inclusivity. Referring to the
“unfortunate” example of the effects of terrorism in Afghanistan, he hoped that the steps taken by
its President Ashraf Ghani would be respected by all the players in the region.

Without referring to Pakistan, Prime Minister Modi said, during his address on Sunday to the
SCO’s restricted plenary, that connectivity with the neighbouring countries and SCO was India’s
top priority. “We have again reached a stage where physical and digital connectivity is changing
the definition of geography. Therefore connectivity with our neighbourhood and the SCO region is
our priority.”

The Prime Minister also spelt out his new mantra applicable to the SCO, which he termed as
SECURE: ‘S’ for security of citizens, ‘E’ for economic development, ‘C’ for connectivity in the
region, ‘U’ for unity, ‘R’ for respect of sovereignty and integrity, and ‘E’ for environmental
protection.

Distinct identity

In a search for a distinct identity for the grouping, eight SCO leaders on Sunday dug into the
region’s eastern roots to find ideological answers to the divisive wave of anti-globalisation rising
from the West.

Prime Minister Modi cited Buddha, Rumi, and Confucius among the region’s icons that have
defined an inclusive identity for today’s SCO.

In an obvious reference to the America-first doctrine of the Trump administration, Chinese
President Xi Jinping extolled Confucian values of harmony and mutual respect to counter the
headwinds of protectionism and inward-looking geopolitics.

At the press conference on Sunday, Mr. Xi stressed that SCO members would uphold the
authority and efficacy of WTO rules, strengthen an open, inclusive, transparent, non-discriminatory
and rules-based multilateral trading regime, and oppose trade protectionism of any form.

“We point out that economic globalisation and regional integration are the compelling trend of our
times,” Mr. Xi said.

END
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India mulls new group in WTO

India is considering bringing together a group of 8-10 member countries of the WTO to prepare an
agenda for creation of a conducive atmosphere in Geneva to ensure smooth functioning of the
global trade body, a top government official said.

It would be an informal group within the World Trade Organisation (WTO), which may also include
nations like Brazil, China, South Africa, China, Indonesia and Columbia. “We are thinking about
taking 8-10 countries together to look at a way forward for global trading system. Nobody is
suggesting anything, only attacking each other,” said the official.
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SCO calls for global front to fight terror groups

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) has resolved to fight terrorism, separatism and
extremism with a renewed vigour in the next three years, and called for a unified global counter-
terrorism front under the coordination of the UN.

The grouping of eight countries, including China, India and Russia, came out with a declaration at
the end of its two-day annual summit here on Sunday, with a resolve to deepen cooperation to
contain terrorism, extremism and separatism.

In his address at the summit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke about challenges of terrorism
and cited as example its effects in Afghanistan.

“The member states strongly condemn all forms of terrorism and consider it necessary to make
efforts to promote the creation of a unified global counter-terrorism front with the central
coordinating role of the UN on the basis of international law, without politicisation or double
standards,” the Qingdao declaration said.

However, the declaration did not mention any terror group.

Peaceful settlement

It said all the member countries were for reaching a consensus on adopting the UN
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism, and emphasised the importance of
comprehensive measures to reach a peaceful settlement of international and regional conflicts.

The SCO leaders adopted a Joint Appeal to Youth, in which they asked them not to get influenced
by extremist ideologies.

The declaration said the SCO would work to stop the spread of terrorist ideology and eliminate
factors and conditions that facilitated terrorism and extremism, acknowledging that there can be no
justification to any act of terrorism or extremism.

“The member states note that the interference in the domestic affairs of other states under the
pretence of combating terrorism and extremism is unacceptable, as well as the use of terrorist,
extremist and radical groups for one’s own purposes,” the declaration said.

The SCO called for “effectively fulfilling” the requirements of specialised UN Security Council
resolutions to counter any forms of financing of terrorism and providing material and technical
support to it. In relation to the developments in West Asia, the SCO talked about the growing
threat from foreign terrorists who returned to their countries or find shelter in third countries to
continue their terrorist and extremist activity within the bloc.

“The member states will work to improve the information exchange mechanisms regarding these
people and their movements, and speed up procedures to extradite foreign terrorists in
accordance with the national legislation of the SCO member states and boost international
cooperation both on the political level and between the security services,” it said.

Three evils

In the summit, the leaders also talked about the special role of the SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure in the fight against “the three evils” — terrorism, extremism and separatism — to ensure
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regional security.

It said a cooperation programme among the member countries to fight terrorism, separatism and
extremism would be prioritised in the next three years.

The SCO members reaffirmed their concern about the risk of weapons of mass destruction ending
up in the hands of terrorist groups.

“The leaders advocate the strengthening of the international legal framework to counter this threat
and support the initiative to draft an international convention against chemical and biological
terrorist attacks at the Conference on Disarmament,” the declaration said.

It said the member states would strengthen their cooperation in combating the spread and
propagation of terrorist ideology through the Internet, including publicly justifying terrorism.

The SCO countries reaffirmed their commitment to improve the mechanism of cooperation within
the bloc to combat illegal drug trafficking.

The interference in the affairs of other states under the pretence of combating terrorism is
unacceptable

Qingdao declaration
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Minor forest produce, major returns

My 1-year-old is battling Acute Leukemia. Please help me save my Aadriti 

Last week, The Indian Express reported the widespread rejection of forest rights claims by
Mahrarashtra’s Tribal Development Department (‘Official figures say 62 per cent of land claims
made by tribals were rejected in Maharashtra’, IE, June 5). Such rejection, though not uncommon,
is against the spirit of The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA). The Act vests a number of rights with forest-dwelling
communities, including rights over forest land for habitation and cultivation, right of ownership,
access to collect, use, and dispose of minor forest produce, right to govern and manage any
community forest resource which they have been traditionally conserving for sustainable use.
Historically, during the colonial and post-colonial periods, forest management and access to forest
resources like non-timber forest products (NTFPs) was largely driven by the principles of
centralisation, exclusion and exploitation. The FRA envisages to change this and ensure that the
economic benefits of NTFPs accrue to tribal people — this is one reason that claims on forest
resources should be addressed without bias.

The report of the sub-group on NTFPs and their sustainable management in the 12th Five Year
Plan highlighted that NTFPs constitute one of the largest unorganised sectors in India. Almost 275
million people depend on NTFPs with a turnover of at least Rs 6,000 crore per annum. There is a
strong potential to scale up NTFP collection and processing. However, NTFPs potential as a
source of development and poverty alleviation has been deeply neglected. Prior to the enactment
of the FRA in 2006, forest laws nationalised non-timber forest produce and regulated the market
process, creating severe inefficiencies.

The FRA provides the legal basis of ownership rights over NTFPs to forest dwellers. The
remarkable impact of ownership rights over these forest products in terms of incomes and
empowerment can, in fact, be observed in Maharashtra’s Vidarbha region, where community
rights under FRA have been implemented at scale, with almost 5.86 lakh hectares of forests being
transferred to the jurisdiction of gram sabhas. We obtained information from 247 villages from this
region, which reveals how ownership over minor forest produce, specially tendu leaves and
bamboo, has improved the economic condition of forest dwellers. These villages earned a total of
nearly Rs 35 crore in 2017 by selling NTFPs.

Discussions with villagers in the region suggest that there is a significant change in their socio-
economic condition due to the additional income from NTFPs. Migration has reduced and in some
areas, reverse migration has started. Villagers also report that dependence on middlemen for
loans has come down drastically as the payment for NTFPs like tendu leaves and bamboo is
made before June, which helps them in their agricultural activity. Even more important, investment
in education and health by the villagers has increased. The improvement in their economic
condition has empowered the poor, marginalised tribal and forest dweller to be more assertive in
the decision-making process at the gram sabha and panchayat level. These are remarkable
developments, wherein recognition of rights over forests and forest products seem to have kick-
started a process of economic development and empowerment in one of the poorest, left-wing
extremist affected parts of India.

The recognition of rights over forests and forest products has transferred the decision-making
power to communities to decide when, where, how and to whom to sell their non-timber forest
products and how to govern their forests. The FRA also fosters democratic control over customary
forests by forest-dependent communities, ensuring more effective, sustainable and people-
oriented forest conservation, management and restoration. For instance, in the aforementioned



crackIAS.com

crackIAS.com

districts in the Vidarbha region, the recognition of community rights over forest resources and land
has led to dramatic reduction in incidence of forest fires. The forest cover regeneration has
improved and indiscriminate felling and diversion of forests has been contested.

Unfortunately, such positive developments have been largely confined to Vidarbha, a few villages
in Kalahandi district of Odisha and Gujarat’s Narmada and Dangs districts. In the rest of the
country, state governments continue to resist and create hurdles in the implementation of
community rights over NTFPs and forests. Despite several orders from the nodal agency, the
Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs, the implementation of the provision of collective rights over NTFPs
under the FRA has been weak and ineffective. The failure to recognise access rights of forest
dwellers over NTFPs is a perpetuation of the historical injustice on India’s forest-dwelling
communities and a missed opportunity to democratise forest governance and improve the
economic condition of marginalised forest communities.

A report of the Rights and Resources Initiative (2015) suggests that if the FRA is implemented
properly, it could lead to the recognition of the rights of at least 150 million forest-dwelling people
over 40 million hectares of forestland in more than 1,70,000 villages. The economic impact of this
could be huge in rural areas as NTFPs constitute about 20 per cent to 40 per cent of the annual
income of forest dwellers. It provides them critical subsistence during the lean seasons,
particularly for tribal groups such as hunter-gatherers, and the landless. Given that most of the
NTFPs are collected, used and sold by women, it would also lead to financial and social
empowerment for millions of women.
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From Indo-Pacific to Eurasia

My 1-year-old is battling Acute Leukemia. Please help me save my Aadriti 

If last week was all about the Indo-Pacific, Delhi’s diplomatic focus this week is on Eurasia. In his
keynote address to the Shangri La Dialogue (SLD) in Singapore, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had articulated India’s geopolitical conception of the Indo-Pacific. As India becomes a full member
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), the PM will have an opportunity to expand on
India’s idea of Eurasia at the annual summit of the organisation in Qingdao, China.

Much like the PM’s address to the SLD, the his presentation at the SCO and the joint declaration
issued there will be subject to intense scrutiny. Differences in political emphasis and diplomatic
nuance in the PM’s two presentations will draw considerable attention. There is no question that
India’s balancing act between the growing strategic partnership with the US on the one hand, and
its renewed effort at holding onto Russia and advancing the complex relationship with China is a
riveting one.

That there is structural tension between these multiple imperatives should not come as a surprise.
Great power relations have entered a turbulent phase in recent years. For nearly two and a half
decades after the end of the Cold War, America, Europe, Russia, China and Japan all sought to
deepen economic cooperation and expand political cooperation with each other.

The Trump Administration has now called its relations with China and Russia “competitive”. Russia
is at odds with Europe and China’s relations with Japan have been under stress for a while. To
make matters even more complicated, Trump is quarreling — on economic and security issues —
with his Western partners in G-7 and NATO.

This is a very different world than what we have known. Delhi needs to be quite nimble- footed in
coping with the new dynamic among the major powers. It must also deal with the competing
geopolitical frameworks in play. If the Indo-Pacific is a maritime conception, Eurasia is a
continental one.

Like the two ideas — Indo-Pacific and Eurasia — the SLD and SCO are quite different. The SLD is
a forum that brings together the Asian defence establishments and the strategic community. It is
increasingly preoccupied with the sharpening maritime conflicts in the Indo-Pacific. The SCO is an
effort by China and Russia to consolidate a continental coalition in the heart of Asia.

India is one of the few powers straddling the maritime and continental coalitions. Barely a day
before PM Modi travels to the SCO summit, senior Indian officials met with their counterparts from
the US, Japan and Australia in Singapore to offer a ringing endorsement of the Indo-Pacific
conception. The Quad, apparently, is not quite dead. And certainly not buried.

The obsession of the commentariat with the Quad and its presumed symbolism misses the fact
that India’s engagement with the US and Japan (the triad) has steadily advanced through this
decade. Meanwhile, India continues to sit with the Russians and Chinese in a trilateral forum as
well as the BRICS with Brazil and South Africa.

It is only those who think India must stick to one side or the other who have a problem with India’s
engagement in all directions. India is not the only one that embarks on partnerships that appear
contradictory. All countries do it. Pakistan, for example, has done it with some aplomb. Think of
the early Cold War period when Pakistan became part of the US military alliances, but opened up
a close engagement with Communist China, which was locked in a confrontation with America.
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By the early 1970s, Pakistan provided the initial diplomatic bridge between America and China as
they sought to normalise relations. Even today, Rawalpindi is a “major non-NATO ally” of the US.
At the same time, it has a relationship with China that is “higher than the Himalayas, deeper than
the Indian Ocean and sweeter than honey”. One has never heard the Chinese complaining about
Pakistan’s partnership with America.

The major powers, despite the new competition between them, have not stopped finding
compromises where possible. The White House National Security Strategy might talk about the
competitive relationships with Moscow and Beijing, but Trump has not given up on doing deals
with Russia and China.

The principal question for Indian foreign policy is not whether India should engage both sides. It is
about how best it can maximise the gains in both directions. That Delhi must look for stronger ties
with both the maritime and continental powers does not mean the nature and scope of these
possibilities is symmetric.

Most of India’s trade, investment, technology and cultural ties are currently with the maritime
powers. It is in the Western world, especially in the Anglo-Saxon states, that the Indian diaspora
has flourished. The US and the European powers are also increasingly important security partners
for India. When you combine this with India’s natural maritime advantages, the Indo-Pacific comes
into bold relief.

The continental construct, in contrast, is about managing India’s intractable problems. Unresolved
territorial disputes with China and Pakistan have resulted in the militarisation of its northern
borders and blocked India’s access to the inner Asian space. Those problems are not going to
disappear any time soon.

The SCO opens possibilities for limiting the conflict with China through greater regional
cooperation on countering terrorism, religious extremism and pacifying conflict zones in
Afghanistan and Pakistan. We are not there yet, but it is a goal we must not abandon. Meanwhile,
the SCO offers a platform to construct sustained high-level engagement with Central Asia and
strengthen the traditional collaboration with Russia in inner Asia.

But what about the inevitable contradictions that arise from the dual engagement? Diplomacy, in
the end, is about managing contradictions. Sometimes you finesse them; on some occasions, they
might simply sort themselves out. Recall that just a few months ago, the US was pressing India to
cut links with the “rogue regime” of North Korea. Next week, President Trump will be sitting down
with “Chairman Kim” in Singapore for what promises to be a historic encounter.
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Historic handshake — on Trump-Kim summit

The historic summit between U.S. President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un
in Singapore is an affirmation of the power of diplomacy. Until a few months ago, the two countries
had been trading nuclear threats, as the North raced along with its nuclear weapons programme.
Now, as Mr. Trump shook hands with Mr. Kim, who had once said the U.S. President was
“mentally deranged”, it was a reminder of Richard Nixon’s ground-breaking 1972 visit to Beijing.
Through the day, both Mr. Trump and Mr. Kim were keen on casting the “comprehensive” meet in
a positive light. The two whimsical leaders deserve full credit for this thaw in relations, given the
decades of hostility and the quick diplomacy that pulled the Korean peninsula back from the brink
of war. It all began with the new South Korean President Moon Jae-in’s expansive outreach to the
North. Mr. Kim reciprocated by sending athletes to the Winter Olympics in South Korea in
February. As the relationship between the Koreas improved rapidly, Mr. Kim invited the U.S.
President for a meeting. Mr. Trump accepted at once, surprising America’s allies and rivals.
However, it was not certain whether the meet would take place. Mr. Trump once called it off after
threats and counter-threats escalated. But the appetite for rapprochement was clearly greater on
both sides, and the rendezvous was back on track.

In the brief joint statement after their meeting, Mr. Kim iterated his “firm and unwavering
commitment to complete denuclearisation” of the Korean Peninsula, while Mr. Trump offered
security guarantees to the North. Mr. Kim had earlier promised to denuclearise the peninsula in
return for security assurances, while Mr. Trump had promised that the North would be welcomed
into the international community as a respectable member and be allowed to prosper
economically. The two leaders have put these demands and promises into a document that could
guide future diplomatic engagement. Mr. Trump also announced that he would end the regular
American “war games” with South Korea, a concession to the North. While the summit itself was a
big success given the distance both countries covered in a relatively short span of time, it is too
early to say whether Mr. Trump and Mr. Kim can pull off a Nixon-Mao type breakthrough. The joint
statement provided few specifics on how denuclearisation can take place or how North Korea’s
steps to dismantle its arsenal will be monitored. There are no deadlines mentioned. There is no
reference to China, North Korea’s only ally. There has been no word on whether the two will
establish formal diplomatic ties. Besides, being unpredictable and impulsive, Mr. Trump and Mr.
Kim must also stare down hardline elements in their respective administrations. This bold
beginning must not be wasted.
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The inequality within

My 1-year-old is battling Acute Leukemia. Please help me save my Aadriti 

The boycott of teachers from the Lambada community, a Scheduled Tribe, by a section of
Adivasis in northern Telangana districts reveals an emerging faultline among social sections that
avail of reservation. Major tribes in Telangana accuse the Lambadas, who are relatively better off
as compared to other Adivasi groups, of cornering all the benefits of the reservation policy and
want the government to exclude them from the ST category. The protests have hit tribal schools
hard since a majority of teachers here are from the Lambada community. The absence of teachers
has led to poor results and raised the prospect of students dropping out. By all accounts, the
Lambadas moved ahead of other tribes because they had access to education and made the most
of it to find jobs in government, including as teachers. But the boycott of teachers deprives tribal
children of education, the most important tool for social and economic mobility, making a bad
situation worse.

Similar narratives of a single caste or tribe being accused of cornering the quota benefits have
been reported from many regions across the country. For instance, the Meenas of Rajasthan have
faced similar charges from other tribes. Such divisions have been reported among OBC groups as
well as Dalits across the country. In the case of OBCs, political parties and the state have been
more responsive to demands for positive discrimination within the reservation system. Some
states have legislated subquotas within the OBC category to prevent groups that are relatively
more advanced socially and educationally from monopolising reservation benefits, thereby
ensuring a greater degree of equality and fairness in the policy outcome. The judiciary has also
intervened through the introduction of the concept of creamy layer. However, claims of relative
inequality and discrimination within the Scheduled Caste and Tribe categories have been largely
ignored by the government. Bihar introduced the Mahadalit category in 2007 to protect weaker
sections among the Dalits, but political exigencies subsequently led to its expansion to include
every Dalit caste.

Though many Dalit communities have raised the demand for subquotas — the Madigas in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, for instance — governments have avoided the issue. The boycott in
northern Telangana lays bare the political and policy challenge for the state: Of meeting the
imperative of assuring equality of opportunity to all in ways that address the special and specific
needs and concerns of the most marginalised.
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Reading the Singapore Summit statement: Three principles and one political gesture

My 1-year-old is battling Acute Leukemia. Please help me save my Aadriti 

Only a few other countries have demonised America as much as North Korea. The United States
returned the favour by putting the rulers of the Kim dynasty in the gallery of rouge regimes. In the
course of one morning in Singapore, US President Donald Trump and the North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un have begun to loosen a deeply entrenched and hostile relationship.

Reading the short statement issued after the talks between the two leaders, you would think it did
not take much to do this—just three simple political principles.

The first principle is about building a new relationship between America and North Korea. The
second is about building a stable peace regime in the Korean Peninsula. The third is about ridding
the Korean Peninsula of nuclear weapons.

When you unpack the three principles you will begin to see a rather complex story. The first takes
us back to the Korean War of 1950-53, which saw thousands of American, Korean and Chinese
soldiers die. It also divided the Peninsula and put Washington and Pyongyang on the path of
perennial enmity. Ending the prolonged tensions and building a new relationship between America
and North Korea has inevitably become the first principle for Trump and Kim.

The second refers to a ‘stable peace regime’ in the Peninsula. This is about America guaranteeing
the security of North Korea. If nuclear weapons were in insurance for the Kim family against
regime change, Trump is assuring Kim that he has no intention of dislodging the family from
power.

A stable peace regime also demands reduction of military tensions between US and North Korea.
At his press conference Trump revealed that he is suspending the routine but provocative military
exercises that America conducts in South Korea. He also mused about withdrawing American
troops from the Korean Peninsula over the longer term.

The third refers to denuclearisation. If Kim sees no threat to his survival, why does he need
nuclear weapons? The first two principles quite clearly create the political conditions for nuclear
disarmament in North Korea.

To be sure, there will be many problems when the two sides begin to put flesh on the bones of this
agreement. Trump and Kim know they need a lot mutual trust to realise the goals of this
agreement. That brings us to the political gesture.

Kim promised to recover the remains of thousands of American soldiers captured or missing in
action during the Korean War. This move comes on top of Kim’s earlier confidence-building
measures like suspension of nuclear and missile tests, destruction of nuclear test site, and release
of American political prisoners.

With the three principles and one gesture, Trump and Kim may have begun to move the Korean
Peninsula into uncharted but hopefully calmer waters.

C. Raja Mohan is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore.
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Gene editing tool may raise cancer risk in cells, scientists warn

A model of the DNA Structure at BioAsia 2015 Photo:   | Photo Credit: Nagara Gopal

CRISPR-Cas9, a gene-editing technology that is being explored by scientists worldwide as a way
of removing and replacing gene defects might inadvertently increase cancer risk in cells, scientists
warned on June 11.

Researchers from the Britain's Cambridge University and Sweden's Karolinska Institute said more
research needs to be done to assess whether using CRISPR-Cas9 might lead to the development
of treatments that have added cancer risk.

The team, led by Jussi Taipale at Cambridge, found that CRISPR-Cas9 triggers a mechanism
designed to protect cells from DNA damage, making gene editing more difficult. Cells which lack
this mechanism are easier to edit than normal cells, and this can lead to a situation where
genome-edited cell populations have higher numbers of cells in which the key mechanism
protecting against DNA damage is missing.

In research published in the journal Nature Medicine, the scientists warned that the absence of the
protective mechanism in cells makes them more likely to become tumorous, since DNA damage
can no longer be corrected.

“Although we don't yet understand the mechanisms ... we believe that researchers need to be
aware of the potential risks when developing new treatments,” Taipale said in a statement as the
work was published. “This is why we decided to publish our findings as soon as we discovered
that cells edited with CRISPR-Cas9 can go on to become cancerous.”

A second team at the Novartis Research Institute in Boston in the United States has found similar
results, which were also published on June 11 in the same journal. Darren Griffin, a genetics
expert at Kent University who was not involved in either study, said the findings give “reason for
caution, but not necessarily alarm....Almost any treatment that has the power to do good, has the
power to do harm and this finding should be considered in this broader context,” he said in an
emailed comment. “As we learn more about the CRISPR-Cas9 system and how it can be used,
this study will inevitably be considered a significant finding.”

Taipale also said he did not want to sound “alarmist” and stressed that his team was not saying
CRISPR-Cas9 is bad or dangerous. “This is clearly going to be a major tool for use in medicine,”
he said. He added that once scientists better understand how the response is triggered by
CRISPR it may be possible to find ways of overcoming the problem.
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Indian PRL scientists discover an ‘EPIC’ planet

Planet size comparison   | Photo Credit: ISRO

In an epic Indian discovery, a team from the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, has
spotted for the first time a distant planet six times bigger than Earth and revolving around a Sun-
like star about 600 light years away. Both the planet and the star have been named EPIC.

"With this discovery India has joined a handful of countries which have discovered planets around
stars," PIndian Space Research Organisation has announced. PRL is supported mainly by the
Department of Space, whose arm ISRO is. Significantly, the discovery was made using a PRL-
designed spectrograph, PARAS, to measure and confirm the mass of the new planet.

EPIC 211945201b (or K2-236b) is the name given to the planet by the discovery team led by
PRL's Abhijit Chakraborty. The host star is named EPIC 211945201 or K2-236.

"The spectrograph is the first of its kind in the country which can measure the mass of a planet
going around a star. Very few such spectrographs exist around the world (mostly in the USA and
in the Europe) that can do such precise measurements," the space agency said on its website late
on June 8.

The scientists observed the target over a time 420 days or about 1.5 years. They measured the
mass of the planet using the indigenously designed PRL Advance Radial-velocity Abu-sky Search
or PARAS spectrograph integrated with the 1.2-metre telescope located at PRL’s Gurushikhar
Observatory in Mount Abu, Rajasthan.

PRL, described as the cradle of space sciences in India, conducts fundamental research in a host
of physical sciences including astronomy and space.

"Such a discovery is of importance for understanding the formation mechanism of such super-
Neptune or sub-Saturn kind of planets that are too close to the host star." The detection also adds
to a sparse catalogue of 22 other confirmed exoplanet systems that have a mass and radius in this
range, ISRO said.

EPIC was found circling very close to the Sun-like star, going around it once in about 19.5 days
and unlikely to be inhabitable because of its high surface temperature of around 600°C. The team
found the planet to be smaller in size than Saturn and bigger than Neptune. Its mass is about 27
times Earth's and six times that of Earth at radius. The scientists estimate that over 60% of its
mass could be made up of heavy elements like ice, silicates and iron.

Asked for his view, Jayant Murthy, senior professor of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics,
Bengaluru, said Dr. Chakraborty’s group is the only one in the country doing this important work
and has spent several years in developing the facility. “Over the next few years, I expect that they
will be able to make further contributions to this exciting field of astronomy.”

Dr. Murthy said, “The work done by Dr. Chakraborty and his collaborators is important in
characterising the nature of the exoplanet and they were able to show that the candidate is a close
to Saturn-size planet orbiting near its star. These planets are very unlike those in our own Solar
System and understanding them will tell us more about how planetary systems are formed.”
However, he said, radial velocity observations as made in this case “are not, in general, discovery
observations but [a] look at already known planetary systems for a better understanding of their
nature.”
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The research work will appear in the June issue of the Astronomical Journal owned by the
American Astronomical Society
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3,000 Additional Atal Tinkering Labs Announced
NITI Aayog

3,000 Additional Atal Tinkering Labs Announced

Posted On: 12 JUN 2018 1:51PM by PIB Delhi

ATLs under NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission to reach every district of the country soon

 

            NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has selected 3,000 additional schools for the
establishment of Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs), bringing the total number of ATL schools to 5,441.
The selected schools shall receive a grant of Rs 20 lakh spread over the next five years to
establish Atal Tinkering Labs for nurturing innovation and entrepreneurial spirit among secondary
school children across India. ATLs will soon be established in every district of India, seeking to
enable an innovation ecosystem, which will facilitate transformational change in technological
innovation and pedagogy.

 

“These additional 3,000 schools will greatly expand the reach of the ATL program, increasing the
number of children exposed to tinkering and innovation and providing access to the young
innovators of India to technologies like 3D Printing, Robotics, IoT and microprocessors”, said Shri
Ramanathan Ramanan, MD, Atal Innovation Mission.

 

These additional schools will facilitate the creation of over One Million Neoteric Child Innovators by
2020. ATLs will function as innovation hubs for these student innovators to explore solutions to
unique local problems which they come across in their everyday lives.These new additions take
the number of ATLs to 5,441 representing all states and five out of seven union territories.

 

With these new schools, NITI Aayog’s AIM envisions strong growth in the collaborative ecosystem
created by the ATL initiative, where students, teachers, mentors and industry partners work to
facilitate innovation, foster scientific temper and an entrepreneurial spirit in the children of today,
who will go on to become successful contributors to nation-building tomorrow.

 

These newly selected schools will be contacted soon with all details regarding the formalities they
have to complete to receive the grant and establish the Atal Tinkering Lab on their premises.

 

About Atal Innovation Mission of NITI Aayog
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The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is the Government of India’s flagship initiative to promote a
culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in the country. AIM is mandated to create an umbrella
structure to oversee innovation ecosystem of the country and revolutionizing the innovation eco-
system - touching upon the entire innovation life cycle through various programs. The Atal
Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) create innovators, Atal Incubation Centres and support to
Established Incubation Centreensure that innovations are taken to the market and help create
enterprises around these innovations.

 

***

AKT/RKC/HS

(Release ID: 1535117) Visitor Counter : 851

Read this release in: Hindi , Malayalam , Marathi , Tamil
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‘Indo-Pacific area should be inclusive’

India on Thursday joined Australia, Japan and the United States to discuss the future of Asia-
Pacific region as an inclusive space. Senior officials of the four countries held the discussion in
Singapore.

“The participants reaffirmed their support for a free, open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-Pacific
Region. They also confirmed their common commitment, based on shared values and principles,
to promote a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific,” a statement from the Ministry of External
Affairs said.

The statement indicates the discomfort of the various stakeholders with China’s bid to alter the
status quo in the South China Sea, that is interpreted as a hurdle to freedom of maritime and air
movements.
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Sustaining earth for the future

Life is a unique asset of our planet. India is blessed with an extraordinary richness of life. A myriad
of unusual and exquisite species occur in the countless ecosystems spread across our vast lands,
rivers and oceans. Woven into this rich fabric of biodiversity is a stunningly vibrant and colourful
tapestry of peoples, cultures and traditions.

This unique bio-cultural tapestry has been resilient to change for centuries, but with the unleashing
of unprecedented economic and environmental forces, it is now subject to increasing wear and
tear. Ultimately, these forces could even destroy our tapestry of life, cultures and traditions — and
in the process, ourselves.

Biologists all over the world have been documenting the ongoing loss of life forms. Modern
extinction rates are more than a thousand times greater than the rates of the geological past. In
recent decades, populations of more than 40% of large mammals have declined and insect
biomass has decreased by more than 75%. Natural habitats all over the world have shrunk. For
these losses, our country ranks higher than most.

We have entered what scientists are calling the Anthropocene era — a new period in earth’s
history, when humans have begun to impact our environment at the global scale. We have seen
our forests degrade and diminish, our rivers vanish, and our air become unfit to breathe. We
constantly talk about cleaning up the Ganga, as if it were the sole festering wound, but we
overlook that the whole tapestry covering our body is slowly disintegrating. All life requires
nurturing.

To protect life on earth, the famous American biologist E.O. Wilson has described an ambitious
project he calls “Half-Earth”. He calls for formally protecting 50% of the earth’s land surface in
order to conserve our rapidly disappearing natural heritage. Others have rightly argued that in the
past conservation efforts have often disregarded issues of social justice and equity. Thus the goals
of “Half-Earth” should not compromise the rights of indigenous people.

Clearly, we must do more to safeguard biodiversity and the ecosystem services that support all
human endeavours. India’s forest policy calls for forests to cover almost a third of the country, and
if we include other natural systems such as grasslands and wetlands, the area to be protected
could amount to almost 40%. In a populous country such as ours, that would be a huge
achievement. Some areas could be fully protected while others might be managed by
stakeholders for sustainable use and enrichment of biodiversity.

We need a massive new effort to catalogue, map, and monitor life, using fundamentally different
approaches. Current efforts to map India’s biodiversity are largely restricted to forestlands, while
plans for species monitoring are even more inadequate. We have the digital tools and artificial
intelligence today to efficiently catalogue, map, and monitor life’s fabric in a manner never before
attempted — and with the potential engagement of millions of students and citizens. This mapping
effort would include not only all life, including cultures, ethnicities, and dialects, but also the use of
biodiversity and its vulnerability to changes in land use and climate.

Cataloguing, mapping and monitoring life will give us a glimpse of what we have, and what is most
vulnerable. But how do we reconcile the growing needs of society with the need to sustain our
vanishing natural heritage?

We still have only the most basic understanding of how society interacts with biodiversity, and how
economic, social and political forces can erode the biodiversity that ultimately sustains us. We are
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just beginning to learn how myriad species interact to drive our ecosystems, and how these
systems in turn maintain our soils, water and breathable air. Wild pollinators, the microbiota of
soils, and the many enemies of agricultural pests — these and many other natural services
underpin our agricultural productivity and mitigate climate change.

In many of our academic institutions, the ‘Life Sciences’ are still restricted largely to the study of
cells and molecules — life at microscopic and submicroscopic levels. In such cases, the words
Life Sciences sadly misrepresent a vast area of inquiry vital to humanity’s survival. Our institutions
need to place far more emphasis on the scientific study of life at higher levels. We also need a
comprehensive inquiry into how our society is shaping as well as responding to changes in
biodiversity. A new biodiversity science is taking shape across the globe, focused on the intimate
interweaving of nature with human societies. India has not been, but must be, at the forefront of
this emerging science, because nowhere on Earth are natural and human systems tied together
more inextricably than on the subcontinent.

Fortunately, some in the Indian science establishment, such as the Departments of Biotechnology
and of Science and Technology, have recently started programmes and initiatives in the broader
areas of science and society. Several non-government think tanks in the civil society sector have
strong interdisciplinary programmes in environmental sustainability. The India Biodiversity Portal
has the ambitious goal of mapping India’s biodiversity with the engagement of civil society though
the portal relies largely on private support.

However, the scale of the problem is so massive and its importance so vital for our future that
government and private philanthropy need to bring together multiple stakeholders to develop a
programme to document, map and monitor all life, and develop a new knowledge enterprise to
fully explore various dimensions of biodiversity and ecosystem services and their critical link to our
future.

Kamal Bawa is President of ATREE, India, and Distinguished Professor of Biology at the
University of Massachusetts, Boston. He was awarded the Linnean Medal 2018 in Botany. The
views expressed are personal
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India’s role in SCO will depend on how its ties with China, Pakistan evolve

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s informal summitry seems to have earned a small prize by way of
an announcement by Russian leader Vladimir Putin that his country, China and India would be
designated “major players” within the eight-member Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). It
remains unclear what benefit, other than symbolic, this designation brings to India. But there will
be some heartburn in Pakistan that this label has not been affixed to it though it joined SCO along
with India.

India may struggle to live up to this diplomatic promotion. There is little evidence among the many
statements issued about SCO by New Delhi that India has any clearly defined set of goals
regarding what it wanted to do inside SCO — other than to be a member. New Delhi has been
happy to add its voice to SCO’s long-standing counter-terrorism focus. It will also prove an able
participant in the organisation’s military exercises. Anti-terrorism resonates well with many of the
members, almost all of whom have struggled with Islamicist militancy within their borders. It also
puts the spotlight on Pakistan and its long-standing support for terrorist groups. But India will be
circumspect in its contribution to SCO’s Regional Anti-Terrorism Structure given the requirement
that intelligence must be shared with all members, China and Pakistan included.

That India has such a thin agenda should not come as a surprise. Eurasia has been a backwater
for Indian diplomatic and economic relations for decades. The primary reason is simply a matter of
geography. India has no land boundary with any Central Asian country. All of its land connectivity
to that region has to pass through Pakistani or Chinese held territory. This isolation is
compounded by the fact the region is dominated by two large countries, China and Russia, leaving
little space for a distant third power. India has tried to find some means around these constraints,
most notably by trying to construct a North-South Connectivity Corridor from the Iranian coast up
into Central Asia. While the parallel link-up to Afghanistan has begun functioning, the rest of the
corridor remains theoretical. Making this part of a cooperative effort with other SCO members
could be a possibility India could explore.

The SCO will remain a minor interest for the foreseeable future. How much India can accomplish
will depend in part on how its relations with China and Pakistan evolve, whether it can get a
functioning land bridge to Central Asia and which direction events in Afghanistan will develop. It is
the environment India creates for itself in Eurasia that will determine whether it can be a major
player.
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In a first, WHO recommends quadrivalent influenza vaccine

Sanofi Pasteur’s injectable influenza vaccine for active immunisation of adults 18 to 64 years of
age was approved in May last year by DCGI.  

Sanofi Pasteur’s injectable influenza vaccine (FluQuadri) containing two A virus strains — H1N1
and H3N2 — and two B virus strains — Victoria and Yamagata — for active immunisation of
adults of age 18 to 64 years was approved in May last year by the Drug Controller General of India
(DCGI). The application for the paediatric indication is under review by the DCGI and final
approval is expected by the end of this month.

Sanofi’s quadrivalent influenza vaccine was licensed for use by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) in 2013; it is licensed in 26 countries.

Better protection

While a trivalent influenza vaccine contains both A subtype viruses, it has only one of the B
subtype virus, the quadrivalent vaccine offers greater breath of protection as it includes both B
subtype viruses. It is because of greater breadth of protection that a few other companies too have
shifted from a trivalent to a quadrivalent vaccine.

Since the vast majority of influenza vaccines manufactured were trivalent till recently, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) used to recommend two A subtypes and one B subtype, plus an
optional fourth strain (the other B virus strain). But this February 2018, for the first time, the WHO
issued an official recommendation for a quadrivalent vaccine. “It is recommended that quadrivalent
vaccines for use in the 2018-2019 northern hemisphere influenza season,” the WHO noted.

The quadrivalent vaccine will contain four influenza virus strains (two A subtypes and two B
subtypes — H1N1 and H3N2, and Victoria and Yamagata respectively). The WHO
recommendation then mentioned which B strain should be removed in the case of a trivalent flu
vaccine.

The viruses used in the vaccine are killed and this eliminates the possibility of the virus in the
vaccine itself causing infection. In India, the vaccine will be available as single dose pre-filled
syringe. Eventually, it will be available in a vial for public health use. In the case of H1N1, there are
two strains — California and Michigan — that cause influenza. In India, the Michigan strain was
earlier circulating and has been replaced by the California strain. For 2018, the WHO has
recommended the Michigan strain for the southern hemisphere, including India.

Each year, the vaccine changes to reflect the different strains in circulation. Year round, scientists
across the globe track, analyse and classify the viral strains causing illness. This allows the WHO
to select the strains in February for the upcoming season’s vaccine.

Since 2011, there have been about 97,000 H1N1 cases and over 7,100 deaths in India according
to the Integrated Disease Surveillance Project (IDSP) data. Till June 3 this year, there have been
1,740 seasonal influenza cases and 191 deaths caused by H1N1. The years 2015 and 2017
witnessed a sharp increase in the number of cases and deaths. There were 42,592 and 38,811
cases and 2,990 and 2,270 deaths in 2015 and 2017, respectively.

Indian context

Despite the high number of infections and mortality each year, India does not have in place a
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national policy for influenza immunisation. Pregnant mothers, children aged below five and young
people with asthma, cardiovascular disease, diabetes and high blood pressure are at a greater
risk of infection and death. The Ministry of Health issues only H1N1 vaccination guidelines for
different vulnerable groups including healthcare workers.

“If you want to reduce the influenza burden in adults, then we must target children as they act as
reservoirs,” Dr. Su-Peing Ng, Sanofi Pasteur, Head of Global Medical Affairs.

“Influenza can be seasonal or pandemic. What we observed during the 2009 pandemic is that
countries which traditionally had good seasonal vaccine coverage could reach 50% coverage
during the pandemic. Other countries achieved only 20% vaccination coverage during the
pandemic. So seasonal vaccination is part of pandemic preparedness,” said Dr. Pier Luigi
Lopalco, Professor of Hygiene and Preventive Medicine at the University of Pisa, Italy.

“When people can use the seat belt each time they drive why not get vaccinated against influenza
just once a year?” asked Dr. Su-Peing.

(The Correspondent visited Sanofi Pasteur’s vaccine manufacturing unit at Val de Reuil near Paris
at the invitation of Sanofi Pasteur)
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The quadrivalent vaccine will have two A virus strains — H1N1 and H3N2 — and two B virus
strains — Victoria and Yamagata

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-16

Novel gold nanocomplex for cancer drug delivery

We are trying to design a system that can release the drug more efficiently, says Chitra Mandal
(left).  

Using gold nanoparticles coated with a simple organic molecule (porphyrin), researchers from
CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Biology, Kolkata, have designed an efficient drug nanocarrier.
The nanocarrier was found to effectively deliver doxorubicin (anti-tumour drug) to the nucleus of
the diseased cell and bring about programmed cell death.

Porphyrin was armoured on the gold nanosurface via continuous stirring method. “Porphyrin is a
simple organic compound and it gives the necessary protection and stability to the nanosurface.
Porphyrins are essential co-factors in many human proteins such as hemoglobin and so it can
escape from the macrophages in our body,” explains Dr. Nakul C. Maiti, Senior Scientist at the
Structural Biology and Bioinformatics Division of CSIR-IICB and one of the corresponding authors
of the paper published in ACS Omega.

The porphyrin molecule was found to be uniformly distributed on gold nanoparticles and the
porphyrin–gold complex was stable.

The anti-tumour drug doxorubicin was then successfully loaded on the porphyrin–gold
nanosurface. “Doxorubicin is selectively released when it reaches the low-pH environment seen in
cancerous cells,” explains Kaushik Bera, research scholar at the institute and one of the first
authors of the paper.

Activity of the complex

Its activity was then tested on brain and lung cancer cells and normal healthy cells. The
porphyrin–gold complex without the drug showed no toxicity to healthy and cancerous cells. The
nanoparticles coated with the drug showed very low toxicity to normal cells and caused
programmed cell death both in brain and lung cancer cells.

Multidrug resistance is one of the major barriers in cancer cells, where the drug is quickly ejected
out, reducing the effective drug concentrations within the cells and thus decreases its sensitivity.

“We found that the drug-coated nanoparticles were retained well inside the cells thus showing
higher activity,” says Samarpan Maiti, another research scholar at the institute and one of the first
authors of this paper in an email to The Hindu.

“There are several pathways by which the drug can damage the DNA. Currently we are studying
the pathways, and trying to design a system that can release the drug more efficiently. We are
also studying how the system works in real scenario of tumour model,” says Prof. Chitra Mandal
from the Cancer Biology & Inflammatory Disorder division of this institute and one of the
corresponding authors of the paper.
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The quadrivalent vaccine will have two A virus strains — H1N1 and H3N2 — and two B virus
strains — Victoria and Yamagata
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China to impose ‘equal tariffs’ on U.S. goods

Ties sour:U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing in November
last year.APAndrew Harnik  

China on Friday swiftly retaliated by telling that it would impose “equal” tariffs on U.S. products
following a decision by U.S. President Donald Trump to slap duties on $50 billion of Chinese
products. “We will immediately launch tax measures of equal scale and equal strength,” the
Commerce Ministry said in a statement on its website which also called on other countries to “take
collective action” against this “outdated and backward behaviour”.

China would also negate agreements it had reached with the U.S. during previous consultations
over the penalties, it said.

The statement followed closely on the announcement that Mr. Trump would target $50 billion in
Chinese imports with tariffs, making good on a pledge to punish the alleged theft of U.S.
intellectual property.

In a statement, he warned of “additional tariffs” should China hit back with tit-for-tat duties on
American goods and services exports.

‘Harmful conduct’

“Launching a trade war does not accord with global interests,” the Chinese Commerce Ministry
said. “China definitely does not want a trade war, but in the face of the U.S.’s malicious, harmful
and short-sighted conduct, China has to impose powerful countermeasures and resolutely defend
the national interest and the people’s interests,” it said.

Mr. Trump’s announcement capped months of sometimes fraught shuttle diplomacy between
Washington and Beijing, in which Chinese offers failed to assuage Mr. Trump’s grievances over
the soaring U.S.-China trade imbalance.

U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer said on Friday that the United States would begin
collecting duties on 818 Chinese imports valued at $34 billion as of July 6.

A second tranche of 284 goods valued at $16 billion — which would bring the total to $50 billion —
will undergo an additional process of review and public comment, according to the trade
representative’s office.

The Chinese Commerce Ministry did not provide details of how it planned to implement the new
duties. China previously issued a list of U.S. products it would hit with tariffs in the event of a trade
war, from big products like soya beans and beef to more niche items such as bourbon and
ginseng.

Earlier, Mr. Trump announced tariffs of 25% targeting $50 billion in Chinese imports. “The United
States can no longer tolerate losing our technology and intellectual property through unfair
economic practices,” Mr. Trump said in the statement. “These tariffs are essential to preventing
further unfair transfers of American technology and intellectual property to China, which will protect
American jobs.”

Defensive action: U.S.
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The White House maintains that any Chinese countermeasures would be unjust and met with
further U.S. sanctions. “We have taken essentially a defensive action,” said a senior official. “If
they think that the appropriate response to this is further threats that are going to hurt other
industries, I think that would be a mistake on their part.”

The offensive is only one side of Mr. Trump’s multi-front trade confrontation with all major U.S.
economic partners.

Mr. Trump outraged Canadian, Mexican and European leaders last month by imposing punishing
tariffs on imports of steel and aluminium to protect American producers from allegedly unfair
competition.
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Growing food in the Sahara Desert

When considering the need to develop agriculture in the world, to grow food for animals or people,
the Sahara Desert is certainly not the first location that comes to mind. But it’s precisely here that
such an activity is perhaps the most necessary. According to the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the prevalence of undernourishment in Africa rose from
20.8 percent in 2015 to 22.7 percent in 2016, affecting 224 million people on the continent. In the
refugee camps of Western Sahara, which shelter more than 173,000 people who fled the disputed
territory 35 years ago, the figures are more alarming: the malnutrition rate is as high as 40 percent,
affecting mostly children, according to the Red Crescent.

The United Nations World Food Program (WFP) has sought to tackle this issue by setting up
fodder production units in the Sahrawi refugee camps in Tindouf, southwestern Algeria. These
units rely on hydroponic agriculture, which means the plants are grown on a material that’s
naturally inert, such as sand. The technique requires no fertilizer and enables the production of
fresh fodder for animals in desert regions or areas where the soil quality is too low for agriculture.
Only water is needed.

It was a Sahrawi engineer, Taleb Brahim, who came up with the idea, and it was quickly adopted
by the UN’s food aid agency, which provided the necessary funds to launch the initiative. Three
hundred families living in the refugee camps are now beneficiaries of the project. Brahim himself is
a resident of the camps. He presented his idea, named “Growing in the desert,” at the WFP
Innovation Accelerator boot camp in Munich in 2017, where it was selected as the jury’s first
choice.

Using trays of local barley, the Sahrawi families who benefit from the program grow plants that,
one week later, can be used to feed their livestock. To protect them from the heat, the trays are
kept in containers, in greenhouses or in mud-brick constructions. The positive effects on the
livestock are unmistakable: an improvement in milk production in terms of both quantity and
quality, and a drastically reduced mortality rate of goat kids, according to a report by the United
Nations in Algeria.

“The WFP wants to improve the food security of households and ensure they have better access
to meat and goat’s milk. We also aim to give them opportunities for job creation,” Romain Sirois,
WFP Representative in Algeria, said. The organization, which has signed a contract with the
Algerian company Agro Solution, ordered the installation of units consisting of stacks of trays
(containerized units), in addition to units made on site, in order to produce fodder in large
quantities.

“The containerized unit can produce up to 100 kilograms of green fodder per day, which is enough
to feed around 20 goats, while the locally-made unit produces 60 kilograms,” Sirois explained.
Around 50 smaller units, each capable of producing up to 15 kg of fodder per day (sufficient for
five goats), were distributed to families during the pilot phase of the program, in partnership with
the NGO Oxfam in 2017.

“I was given a small unit that’s adequate for my five goats – a few trays and some barley – and
some training. After about a week or 10 days, enough fodder grows and my goats are now
healthier,” one of the Sahrawi women beneficiaries of the program said.

Agro Solution is currently producing another 170 units, which should be operational by September.
“By the end of this expansion phase, we should be reaching 220 families. But with a population of
173,600 refugees in five camps, there’s potential to further develop the project,” Sirois said. He
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explained that additional funding is required to carry out the entire expansion of the program –
each family-sized unit costs USD 250 and each containerized unit costs USD 25,000.

Among the donations the WFP has received to fund the project are those made by the German
government, via the Munich Innovation Center, and the Canadian Embassy in Algiers. A large
contribution from the United States will enable the next phase of the program to be launched.

“We have managed to reduce costs, all the while maintaining a good level of production. We’re
currently in discussion with Agro Solution about producing [family-sized] units that would be even
cheaper, at 150 dollars per unit,” Sirois said. The project, which has the support of the Sahrawi
people, might soon be reproduced in some Sahel countries. “We received a visit from a
representative of Chad, and Oxfam is holding talks to replicate the initiative in Mali and Niger. It’s
very significant for us – we are using our experience to enable other communities to benefit from
the same technology,” the UN representative said.

(This article was originally published in El Watan, Algeria)
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Temple and state

 

During colonial rule in India, England was not a secular country with a Jeffersonian wall of
separation between church and state. Instead, the Church of England was the established church.
The “Act of Supremacy” enacted in 1534 declared that the monarch was the “Supreme Head of
the Church of England”. The Archbishop of Canterbury and other high-level church officials were
appointed by the government. New monarchs were crowned by a senior member of the clergy,
and senior bishops were represented in the House of Lords. Much of this remains true today. How,
then, did the idea of secularism take root in India, which derives many of its institutions and
practices from England?

Initially, the East India Company (EIC) got itself intricately entangled with the administration of
religious institutions. Temple employees were appointed by government officials. Royal salutes
were fired from the batteries of Fort St. George in Madras, at the celebration of Pongal, and at
Ramzan. Under the orders of the public officer of the district, a religious offering was made at
temples for a good monsoon. Laws were enacted which said that the “general superintendence of
all lands granted for the support of mosques [and] Hindoo temples” was vested in the colonial
government.

All this annoyed Christian missionaries and members of the clergy in England and India who put
pressure on the government. Consequently, in 1833, the Court of Directors of the EIC sent
instructions to the colonial government outlining its policy towards India’s religions. The Directors
wrote that all “religious rites” that were “harmless… ought to be tolerated, however false the creed
by which they are sanctioned.” However, they wrote: “The interference of British Functionaries in
the interior management of native temples, in the customs, habits and religious proceedings of
their priests and attendants, in the arrangement of their ceremonies, rites and festivals, and
generally in the conduct of their interior economy, shall cease.”

It was in this manner that the seeds of secularism were sown in India. The colonial government
was directed to disentangle itself from “superstitious” Indian religious institutions, because Indian
religions were considered heathen and false. However, the Church of England in India was still
established for a long time.

The wall of separation between temple and colonial state in India was achieved in 1863, when a
law was enacted which said that it would no longer be “lawful” for “any Government in India, or for
any Officer of any Government” in his official capacity, to take over the “superintendence of any
land or other property” belonging to a “Mosque, Temple, or other religious establishment”, to take
part in the “management or appropriation of any [religious] endowment”, to nominate or appoint
any trustee in a religious institution, “or to be in any way concerned therewith”. Referring to this
law in the legislative council, the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal said that it would “rid” the
government of a “burden”.

However, this colonial vision of secularism was rejected by India’s founding fathers. After the
Government of India Act, 1919, Indian legislators came to power at the provinces. Indian political
leaders enacted the far-reaching Madras Hindu Religious Endowments Act, 1926, which virtually
took over the management and administration of Hindu temples in the province. It established
“boards” appointed by the government. Temple trustees had to furnish accounts to and obey the
instructions of the boards. Temples’ surplus funds could be spent by the boards themselves, on
any “religious, educational or charitable purposes not inconsistent with [their] objects”.
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The entanglement of the government with religious institutions in India would be impermissible in
the U.S. The first amendment to the Constitution there prohibits Congress from making any law
“respecting an establishment of religion”. In the Constituent Assembly, B.R. Ambedkar drafted an
establishment clause which said that “[t]he State shall not recognize any religion as State religion.”
K.T. Shah’s draft said that the government would be “entirely a secular institution”, which would
“maintain no official religion [or] established church”. If these clauses found their way into the
Constitution, the Madras Hindu Religious Endowments Act, 1926, could possibly have been found
unconstitutional.

Then, something odd happened. In April 1947, the sub-committee on fundamental rights in the
assembly discussed the establishment clause, and K.M. Munshi and K.M. Panikkar promised that
they would re-draft it, “so as to provide for those cases where religion is already accepted as a
State religion.” A few days later, when the sub-committee presented its report on fundamental
rights, the establishment clause unceremoniously vanished. Later, H.V. Kamath tried to move an
amendment in the Constituent Assembly to introduce an establishment clause into the draft
constitution to the following effect: “The State shall not establish, endow, or patronize any
particular religion.” However, his amendment was put to vote and rejected.

The Supreme Court has allowed governments to heavily regulate Hindu temples on the theory that
the freedom of religion does not include secular matters of administration which are not essential
to the religion. Sometimes, the court has perhaps gone a little too far since the line between
integral religious practice and non-essential secular activity is often hard to draw. For instance,
though the government cannot interfere with rituals and prayers at temples, it can regulate the
amount that temples spend on such things. Even the appointment of priests in Hindu temples has
been held to be a secular activity, which the government can regulate.

In a letter written in 1802, President Thomas Jefferson advanced the idea of a “wall of eternal
separation between church & state” in the U.S. The wall of separation between temple and state in
India was first constructed by a colonial government which wanted to distance itself from religions
that it considered heathen and false. That wall was then pulled down by Indian leaders who felt
that government entanglement in religious institutions, especially Hindu temples, was essential,
even in a secular state.

Abhinav Chandrachud is an advocate at the Bombay High Court
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India to host European Union Film Festival
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting

India to host European Union Film Festival

24 latest European movies from 23 European countries

Festival to traverse through 11 cities in India

Slovakian Movie Little Harbour to be the opening film for the
festival

Posted On: 15 JUN 2018 2:55PM by PIB Delhi

Putting a spotlight on the latest European cinema, the European Union Film Festival
(EUFF) will premiere in New Delhi on 18th June, 2018 at the Siri Fort Auditorium. With
a selection of 24 latest European films from 23 EU Member States, this years' film
festival brings some unusual stories for the world cinema enthusiasts. The European
Union Film Festival is organized by Directorate of Film Festivals, Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, Government of India partnering with the Delegation of the European
Union and embassies of EU Member States in various city film clubs.

The festival will traverse through 11 cities in India including New Delhi, Chennai, Port
Blair, Pune, Puducherry, Kolkata, Jaipur, Visakhapatnam, Thrissur, Hyderabad and
Goa from 18th June till 31st August. Celebrating diversity, the EUFF will screen movies
from Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain and Sweden.

As a special attraction this year, audience, students and filmmakers will get an
opportunity to interact with Katarína Krnáová (Slovakian producer), Paula Ortiz
(Spanish Director), Salvatore Alloca (Italian Director), Yannis Korris (Greek Director),
Douglas Boswell (Belgium Director) and Ádám Fekete (Hungarian Actor) who are
travelling to India for the festival. Indian actress Neena Kulkarni who has worked in the
Luxembourg movie being screened at the film festival will be attending the festival in
Goa.

23rd European Film Festival has some unusual stories to tell: the lines of reality are
blurred when the cyber world comes to life; a play done by a motley cast of antiheroes
provides an opportunity for redemption; a man stuck in an unhappy marriage practices
unusual ways to assert his freedom; a music critic finds his father irksome when they
both begin to compete for the attention of an attractive psychotherapist; and three
Kurdish siblings come together unexpectedly in a hair-raising journey during which they
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are pursued by angry relatives. These are just some of the curious themes of the
European Union Film Festival of 2018.

 

The EU Film Festival 2018 to be held from 18 - 24 June in Delhi, brings to the city a
selection of some of the finest and most riveting films coming out of Europe today.  The
European Union Film Festival, organized by the Directorate of Film Festivals, Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India, and European Union will be
hosted at the Sirifort Auditorium Complex.

The Festival will be inaugurated by the Hon'ble Union Minister of State for Information
and Broadcasting, Mr Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, in the presence of Mr. Amit Khare,
Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting; Mr. Raimund Magis, Deputy head
of Delegation of the European Union to India; Mr. Chaitanya Prasad, Additional Director
General, Directorate of Film Festivals; Ms. Katarina Tomkova, Deputy Head of Mission,
Embassy of the Slovak Republic at 6.00 pm on 18 June 2018 at the Siri Fort complex
(Audi 2). Slovakian Producer Katarina Krnacova, whose film Little Harbour is the
opening movie at the festival this year will also be attending the inauguration. Paula
Ortiz (Spanish Director), Salvatore Alloca (Italian Director) will be present during their
respective movie screenings. 

The award winning film Little Harbour is inspired by true events about two children
whose innocent play changes their lives forever. It's a story of children who feel safer in
the streets than at home, about children seeking out sturdy lifeboats that cross between
the world of fantasy and the harsh reality of life. The ten year old Jarka lives with her
mother, who is not yet ready to be a Mum. She spends most of her time alone. Pushed
by her desire for love and to form a fully functional family, she finds herself substituting
as a mother to two babies.

 

Film will be with English subtitles. Entry will be allowed for 18+ and will be on a first
come, first served basis.

The films to be screened at the EUFF are - The Magic of Children (Austria);
Labyrinthus (Belgium);  Viktoria (Bulgaria); Cowboys (Croatia); Boy on the Bridge
(Cyprus); Tiger Theory / Teorie Tygra (Czech Republic); Walk with me / De
Standhaftige  (Denmark);  Land of Mine / Under Sandet (Denmark);  The Man Who
Looks Like Me / Minu Näoga Onu (Estonia); Unexpected Journey (Finland); 9 Month
Stretch / 9 Mois Ferme (France); House without Roof / Haus ohne Dach (Germany);
Kissing? / Ontos Filiounte? (Greece); Kills on Wheels (Hungary); Taranta on the Road
(Italy); The Lesson / Izlaiduma Gads (Latvia); When You Wake Up (Lithuania); A
Wedding / Noces (Luxembourg); Letter for the King (Netherlands); A Brave Bunch
(Poland); Mother Knows Best (Portugal); Little Harbour / Piata lo (Slovakia); The Bride /
La Novia (Spain) and Eternal Summer (Sweden).

Synopsis of the movies to be screened
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Schedule of the movies in New Delhi

Profiles of the visiting Directors / Producers / Actors

 

About the European Union (EU):

The EU, which consists of 28 countries, has the world's largest economy and its third
largest population, after China and India. Though richly diverse, the countries that
make up the EU (its 'Member States') are all committed to the same basic values:
peace, democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights. They have set up
common institutions so that decisions on matters of joint interest can be made
democratically at European level. By creating a frontier-free single market and a single
currency (the euro) which has been adopted by 19 Member States, the EU has given a
significant boost to trade and employment. It is also at the forefront of policies on
sustainability.

***

AK

 

(Release ID: 1535628) Visitor Counter : 656

Read this release in: Marathi

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-16

The changing nature of violence

Events in Thoothukudi on May 22 and 23 have helped turn the spotlight on the changing nature of
violence, and the inadequacy of existing rules and procedures to deal with new-era protests. This
should be instructive, for new-era protests are redefining the internal security landscape. At
present no one, the courts of judicature included, seems to understand the shifting taxonomy of
violence.

Current challenges to order are multifaceted. Thoothukudi is yet another incident in the expanding
saga of industry versus the environment. This segment embraces pollution issues, from Sterlite’s
copper smelters in Thoothukudi to the tanneries spewing effluents in Kanpur, to the iron mines in
Goa today. The mother of all environmental tragedies remains the Bhopal Gas Tragedy of 1984.

Added to this list are the escalating violence resulting from caste conflicts — including the most
recent Dalit uprising; farmers’ woes across the country; the rape of young women and children;
issues revolving around tradition versus modernity; the outsider versus insider syndrome,
especially in the Northeast — and we have an unfolding vista of incessant conflict and violence.
The issues involved in each of them are highly complex and need careful attention.

Reverting to the violence in Thoothukudi, resulting in at least three police firings and the death of
over a dozen individuals, there remain many unanswered questions. The number of deaths in the
police firing were unusually high for a situation of this kind, but no one has definitively disputed
that the firing did not take place according to prescribed law and order procedures. References to
intelligence failure and police excesses are inevitable in a situation of this kind, but do not answer
the question of how peace could be maintained for 99 days, and it was the march to the
Thoothukudi Collectorate on the 100th day that seemed to have triggered widespread violence.

In instances of this kind, it is vital to try to determine the actual trigger that led to the violence. For
instance, in the December 2012 Delhi gang-rape case, it was the ‘unsynchronised eruption of
simmering anger’ which seemed to have been the tipping point. A mere reference to failure of
intelligence, the usual litany of charges against the administration, or to excessive use of force by
the police is inadequate to explain the turn of events in Thoothukudi. The official version of the
events on May 22, including that all procedures had been followed and that the orders to open fire
were issued by empowered magistrates, have been openly challenged by the protesters. No
answers are forthcoming as to what actually happened or transpired.

The widest gap separating the official version from that of the public is about the
presence/absence of ‘agent provocateurs’ among the protesters. The official version highlights the
role of such elements; the administration has identified quite a few such elements, some of whom
reportedly belong to known militant outfits. However, reports of the presence of outsiders have
been totally rejected by the protesters. It is no secret that many of today’s large-scale protests
across the country are prompted by militant elements from outside, who are pre-programmed to
create chaos.

The Sterlite story is hardly unique. There are many parallels available, some that have an even
longer gestation period. The qualitative difference from the past is that protests today are
beginning to embrace entire communities. Agitations also tend more and more to be ‘leaderless’.
This is both a strength and weakness. Governments and even tribunals are today viewed by
protesters with deep suspicion, limiting opportunities for adjudication. Contrary judgments at
different times by the High Courts and the Supreme Court have hardly helped.

There could be many possible explanations for the unbridled violence on May 22. One could be



crackIAS.com

crackIAS.com

that as long as the agitation was confined to a limited area, it was easy to contain it. It was when
the agitation on the 100th day moved beyond this arc that the character of the protests seemed to
change. The likely additions to the initial ranks of protesters, of militants espousing different
causes, appear to have led to a transmutation of the character of the movement and altered its
trajectory. This is a phenomenon seen in other protest movements elsewhere as well.

This is the age of ‘high voltage’ revolt, basically an expression of repressed anger. Much of this
arises from an “embedded wisdom” that the system is being “manipulated” in favour of the rich, the
powerful, and the big multinationals. This is something that is not confined to India alone. It is not
uncommon, even in the U.S., to hear accusations against big business of creating an economy
built on deals, employing exotic and risky financial instruments, separating those taking risk from
those who would bear consequences, etc. Government regulatory agencies often tend to be
overwhelmed by the phalanx of lawyers that the big multinationals can throw at them, challenging
and delaying for years on end decisions, especially when they believe that the verdict would go
against them. With several hundreds of workers now thrown out of work following the closure of
the Sterlite factory, the danger is that they could become new nodes for instigating fresh rounds of
violence. This is an aspect that will need to be closely watched.

In Thoothukudi, the revolt was against Sterlite and its so-called disdain for the environment and
the suffering of the locals. Far away in Bhangar, West Bengal, just a few miles away from Kolkata,
for months villagers have been up in arms against a power grid project for which land had been
acquired many years ago. The conditions may be different, but the opposition remains equally
intense. In both instances, we see organisations genuinely interested in the welfare of the locals
initially launching the agitations, which gradually tend to be taken over by extreme right-wing and
left-wing organisations. The result remains the same: widespread disruption.

It is possible that the initial peaceful nature of the protests lulled the authorities into believing that
matters were well under control. What they failed to understand was the metastasising nature of
the protests and signs of the growing revolt of an ‘underclass’ against the so-called ‘elite’. The
police also do not seem to have taken into consideration the kind of impetus provided to
agitational methodologies by the ‘digital wave’.

Unfortunately, even now the authorities tend to be look at current agitations through simple
equations. They remain prisoners to Newton’s Third Law. This is no longer a valid proposition.
Physics today incorporates quantum mechanics which describes a micro-world of uncertainty and
ambiguity. This is harder to measure. The same applies to the current world of agitations.
Outdated ideas can no longer explain the complex nature of today’s agitations.

This qualitative difference has not filtered down enough to effect changes in administrative policies
and police methodologies. The latter consequently find themselves severely handicapped in
handling agitations, especially those agitations sponsored by today’s newest ‘elite’, viz. the middle
class.

Advice from old-timers in the police on how to manage today’s crowds, including the erection of
barricades and promulgation of Section 144, have little relevance in the circumstances prevailing
today. Police effectiveness is also hampered on account of several other reasons, including that
they are often outnumbered by mobilised crowds, driven by indignation and rage, predisposed
towards creating disorder. The police on their part need to realise that existing laws and
procedures notwithstanding, merely putting faith and focus on strength is not likely to succeed. It
ignores the asymmetrical measures available to today’s mobs, and the limits that these impose on
tactics and policies of a bygone era.

One final word — whenever situations of this kind arise, there are a spate of reports regarding
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revamping intelligence and introduction of new methods to overcome the lacunae in intelligence
collection. These are equally unlikely to succeed, unless the police strengthen their ‘contextual’
intelligence to deal with today’s situations. This involves anticipating the meaning of ‘street power’
– enhanced by information technology and the presence of flash mobs. New ‘smart tactics’ have to
be developed. Simply blaming the police is no answer to the growing volumes of protests
everywhere.

M.K. Narayanan is a former National Security Advisor and former Governor of West Bengal
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New Asian constellation

Earlier this month, the picturesque city of Qingdao became the perfect venue for a summit of eight
Eurasian nations. India and Pakistan were the talk of the town as they were making their maiden
appearance as full members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO).

The SCO was formed in 2001, with the intent of calming the Eurasian borders strained by the
Sino-Soviet rivalry of the Cold War. But the organisation has since mutated from its core security
orientation, seeking greater regional prosperity for the collective. Culture has become an important
element of the SCO, attuned to the group’s search for an inclusive Eurasian identity.

China and Russia have been the pillars of the SCO, encompassing a Central Asian core. India’s
heavyweight entry in Qingdao meant that Chinese President Xi Jinping, his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi became instant stars of an aspirational event.
The two-day summit, which began on June 9, echoed an important subtext. The eight heads were
meeting at a time when the leaders of the G-7 were engaged in bitter Twitter feuds across the
Atlantic. Keen to contrast the rise of Eurasia as the vehicle of a post-U.S. order, participating
nations — China and Russia, especially — were intent on showcasing the “eastern” values of
mutual respect and plurality. Mr. Xi went out of his way to quote Confucius as the template of the
“Shanghai spirit”, while Mr. Modi evoked Buddha and Rumi as precursors of an inclusive SCO
ideology.

There were plenty of takeaways from the summit, but for India, Mr. Modi’s meeting with Mr. Xi on
the sidelines of the event was important. It reinforced the promise of the Wuhan informal summit in
late April, where the two leaders met to bury the ghost of the Doklam military stand-off and flag a
fresh start to a relationship that has a mixed legacy.

The SCO summit also gave India fresh leads to engage with Central Asia. Landlocked Uzbekistan
will now funnel goods through the Iranian port of Chabahar — a joint undertaking of Iran, India and
Afghanistan. But perhaps more significantly, India is re-exploring a transit corridor to Central Asia
through Pakistan under the SCO’s multilateral connectivity initiative. If the Pakistan-Central Asia
two-way route works, it can soften the ground for improved ties between New Delhi and
Islamabad, as a subset of the rise of Eurasia. During the summit, China and Russia repeatedly
highlighted that the SCO was a platform for narrowing India-Pakistan differences.

India would do well to seize the opportunity to develop a sustainable working relationship with
Pakistan that benefits both, notwithstanding South Block’s ingrained distrust of the Generals in
Rawalpindi.

The writer is The Hindu’s China correspondent
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Decongesting our cities

India has witnessed a rapid growth in the number of motor vehicles, from a mere 5.4 million in
1981 to 210 million in 2015. This furious pace of motorisation has led to severe traffic congestion
and air pollution, adversely impacting the well-being of the people, the energy security of the
country, and the economic efficiency of cities.

Policies to deal with these problems have aimed at improving our public transport systems in the
belief that this will enable people to shift from using personal vehicles. Public transport uses less
road space, consumes less fuel and emits less pollutants on a per passenger basis. Hence, India
has invested large amounts in high quality metro systems in cities such as Delhi, Bengaluru,
Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kochi, Jaipur and Lucknow. Several other cities are either building
new metros or planning to. Bus systems have also been augmented at a high cost.

Unfortunately, congestion is far from gone and pollution is only getting worse in our cities. At this
juncture, it is necessary to stop and look at where we have gone wrong and understand what
needs to be done to correct this situation.

Clearly, people who can afford cars and motorbikes are unwilling to compromise on the
convenience of door-to-door travel, and the comfort of not having to jostle or hunt for seats in
overcrowded buses or trains. If public transport could offer them these conveniences, commuting
choices might just shift. After all, no one likes to drive on crowded streets and struggle to find
parking at crowded destinations.

In this context, the emerging slew of shared mobility options and app-based ride providers become
important. These new players have read the market well and offer the conveniences that
commuters are looking for, from door-to-door services to on-demand availability. They allow
commuters to travel independently or share the ride with other passengers to save costs. There
are a variety of vehicle types to suit individual trips and passenger preferences, ranging from two-
wheelers and three-wheelers to cars of different sizes and mini-buses.

Unfortunately, services like the app-based mini-buses do not find favour with regulators. That they
are neither “stage carriages” nor “contract carriages” under the Motor Vehicles Act makes it
difficult for them to secure permits. Stage carriages are those that ply along fixed routes and stop
at predetermined stations to pick up and drop passengers. Contract carriages are vehicles that
serve a single customer or a group of customers, to be picked and dropped between two
designated places.

Unlike these vehicle types, new app-based services are flexible, the kind personal motor vehicle
users are looking for to shift to more sustainable modes of transport.

There is a common belief that app-based services wean people away from public transport, and
not personal motor vehicles, and so should not be allowed. This is not necessarily the case in
India where bus users cannot afford anything priced higher than the bus. Metro rail users who shift
to app-based services do so because last-mile connectivity to the metro is very poor and transfers
between two lines are often cumbersome. Besides, during peak times, metros can get crowded.

It is for these reasons that personal motor vehicle users did not shift to metro travel to the extent
anticipated, and instead shifted to app-based services.

We must aim at leapfrogging with the help of these new services rather than shunning them for old
models like ‘stage’ and ‘contract’ carriages. Clearly, these services are the need of the hour;
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Uber’s worldwide growth is ample evidence of this. In India, innovations that offer such services on
small and medium-sized buses are even more attractive as they offer convenience and are cost-
effective.

Is it time then to modify regulation to accommodate app-based services, and hence ensure that
they operate in a safe and equitable manner? For example, to safeguard investments in public
transport and to ensure that app-based services don’t compete with them on price, a floor price
could be set for these services. This would mean that these services can charge more than a
certain base price but not less.

Developments in technology have given us new services that were not possible earlier. They are
serving a public purpose and people are taking to them in a big way. They hold the potential to
ease our congestion and air quality challenges. The regulation must, therefore, consider
embracing technology-based services for the larger benefit, rather than fighting them.

O.P. Agarwal is CEO, World Resources Institute India
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Islands apart: on India-Maldives ties

Recent moves by Abdulla Yameen, President of the Maldives, have put Malé on a collision course
with New Delhi. Even the presidential election, which India has been calling for, is a point of
contention. On Thursday, India criticised the government for its incarceration of former President
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom and Chief Justice Abdulla Saeed, sentenced to 19 months in prison for
an alleged plot to unseat Mr. Yameen. India called the trial a sham, saying the sentencing put a
question mark on the credibility of the presidential election process. This tough talk may not be
taken kindly to in Malé. There has been a series of setbacks in India-Maldives ties, starting from
March 2015 when Prime Minister Narendra Modi cancelled a visit in a show of disapproval of the
treatment of Mohamed Nasheed, then in prison facing treason and terror charges. Since then,
India has called out many actions of Mr. Yameen’s government, including the conduct of polls,
treatment of the judiciary and, in February, his declaration of a state of emergency. On the last, it
also rejected Mr. Yameen’s offer to send an envoy to explain his decision. Bolstered by a newly
strengthened relationship with China, Mr. Yameen showed no inclination to heed India’s advice.
The strain is now evident in two areas where India-Maldives ties had been the strongest: strategic
relations and people-to-people engagement. The Maldives has conveyed to India that it will not
extend beyond June 30 the lease of Indian helicopters or the visas of personnel manning them.
This signals a marked downturn in defence cooperation between the two countries, which normally
coordinate maritime and EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone) patrols together. Meanwhile, hundreds
of Indians offered employment in the Maldives at resorts, hospitals and colleges have been
denied work visas for the past few months.

The Yameen government must reconsider these policies. India too must pause to consider why
relations have soured so badly. Until a few years ago, the Maldives affirmed an “India First” policy.
The fact that the Maldives is the only country in the neighbourhood that Mr. Modi hasn’t visited is
one reason, but there are many others. India’s vocal protests on democratic rights in the Maldives
have been at variance with the past policy of taking a more muted line in public while encouraging
democracy in official conversations. Mr. Gayoom also ran a near-autocracy for three decades from
1978, and India’s interventions always aimed at strengthening the government there, with any
misgivings conveyed only through quiet diplomacy. India has been the first port of call in crisis for
Maldivian leaders; when Mr. Nasheed was deposed in 2012, it was at the Indian embassy that he
sought refuge. It’s time to restore the bilateral trust.
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Massive Martian dust storm silences NASA rover

An artist’s rendering of Curiosity on Martian surface   | Photo Credit: AP

An immense dust storm that may soon encircle Mars is threatening one of NASA's rovers on the
planet's surface, with the vehicle becoming dormant and unresponsive at a site called
Perseverance Valley, U.S. space agency officials said on June 13.

The officials, however, expressed optimism that the Opportunity rover, which was built to operate
for three months but has thrived on Mars since January 2004, will be able to survive and continue
its scientific mission.

John Callas, Opportunity project manager at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California, said
the solar-powered rover, with the sun blotted out by an intensifying dust storm already engulfing a
quarter of Mars, is no longer responding to commands. The six-wheeled robotic explorer relies
upon electricity that its solar panels generate from sunlight.

“The project team is very concerned,” Callas told reporters, adding that a “spacecraft emergency”
has been declared. “Our expectation at this point is that the rover has gone to sleep, it's in this
low-power mode, and that it will remain in that low-power mode until there is sufficient energy to
charge the batteries back above a certain threshold.”

With its thin atmosphere and desert conditions, Mars is prone to dust storms that can last months.
Opportunity weathered a planet-wide storm in 2007. Beyond power loss, there is concern about
frigid conditions, though Callas said Opportunity should stay above its minimum-allowable
operating temperatures “for the long term.” “So we should be able to ride out the storm. When the
skies clear and the rover begins to power up, it should begin to communicate with us,” Callas said,
expressing confidence that Opportunity will not be buried in dust. NASA engineers received a
transmission from Opportunity on Sunday but no response when they attempted to contact it
since.

Another NASA rover called Curiosity, which arrived on Mars in 2012, does not face the same level
of threat from the storm, which was detected on May 30.

Opportunity's scientific findings include evidence that Mars may have had conditions favourable
for sustaining microbial life. Opportunity has been examining whether the Perseverance Valley
geological feature was carved out by flowing water, wind erosion or both. Opportunity and its twin
rover, Spirit, which arrived the same month, both carrying a suite of scientific instruments to study
the terrain, operated on opposite sides of the planet. Spirit ceased communications in 2010 after
becoming stuck in sand.
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20 States sign MoU for implementing Ayushman Bharat – National Health Protection Mission (AB-
NHPM)
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

20 States sign MoU for implementing Ayushman Bharat –
National Health Protection Mission (AB-NHPM)

Let us work together in the spirit of cooperative federalism
for its success: J P Nadda

Posted On: 14 JUN 2018 4:41PM by PIB Delhi

Shri J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare exchanged the
Memorandum of Understanding with the State Health Ministers of 20 States marking
their commitment towards the launch of the Ayushman Bharat – National Health
Protection Mission (AB-NHPM) at a Health Ministers conclave, here today. Shri Ashwini
Kumar Choubey and Smt. Anupriya Patel, Ministers of State for Health and Family
Welfare, Shri Amitabh Kant, CEO NITI Aayog, Dr. Vinod Paul, Member Health, NITI
Aayog, Smt Preeti Sudan, Secretary (Health) and Shri Indu Bhushan, CEO, AB-NHPM,
were also were also present at the function.

Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister, Shri J P Nadda stated that we are very
thankful to the Prime Minister for giving us this huge opportunity to serve people. He
further said that the initiative will change the landscape of healthcare in the country and
we would be remembered forever for our work. “We shall work together, learn together,
so that we work with the spirit of cooperative federalism, to perfect this largest health
assurance scheme of the world,” Shri Nadda said.

Shri J.P. Nadda emphasized that the success of the scheme hinges upon the active
participation of the States. States need to own the scheme while Centre will design the
policy framework with all possible flexibility and support. “Exchanging of Memorandum
of Understanding is an important step in formalizing the partnership between Centre
and States,” he added.

Shri J P Nadda further stated that AB-NHPM will protect around 50 crore people (from
about 10 crore families). “It will be cashless and paperless access to services upto Rs.
5 lakhs per year will be available for the beneficiary families at the point of service in
both public and private empanelled hospitals across India,” Shri Nadda added. He
further said that the beneficiaries under the scheme can avail services anywhere in
India and it is expected to bring a visible relief to the target families by mitigating the
financial risk arising out of catastrophic health episodes.

The Union Health Minister further stated that health is at the centre-stage and the
Government is looking at it holistically. He said that AB-NHPM will protect the people
and at the same time Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs) will deliver comprehensive
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primary health care. “The H&WC would provide preventive, promotive, and curative
care for non-communicable diseases, dental, mental, geriatric care, palliative care, etc.
He further stated that the Government has initiated universal screening of common
NCDs such as diabetes, hypertension and common cancers along with Tuberculosis
and Leprosy, which will eventually help in reducing the disease burden of the country.

Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, said that
Ayushman Bharat - National Health Protection Mission (AB-NHPM) will have major
impact on reduction of Out Of Pocket (OOP) expenditure. Shri Choubey further said
that the scheme will give cashless benefits in any public or private hospital across the
country, ensuring accessible and equitable quality health care to the marginalized and
vulnerable sections.

Smt Anupriya Patel, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare stated that NHPM
is a move towards comprehensive model of health services delivery, from a sectoral,
fragmented and segmented approach. She further said that it a big step to improve
secondary and tertiary hospitalization and healthcare facilities.

The Health Ministers and Secretaries were appreciative of the support and inclusive
approach extended by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and National Health
Agency for Ayushman Bharat – National Health Mission (AB-NHPM) with substantial
engagement of all the stakeholders while firming up all the aspects of the Mission like
operational guidelines, model tender document for selection of insurance companies
and implementation support agencies for trusts, etc

CEO AB-NHPM, Shri Indu Bhushan gave a detailed presentation and updated the
status of the implementation. He urged the States to seek approval and release RFP
for insurance company hiring (in case of insurance mode) or Implementation support
agency (ISA) in case of trust mode implementation. 20 states have so far signed MoU
and its likely to be 25 States by the end of this month. During the conclave, model
tender documents, final operational guidelines for AB-NHPM were released which are
focused on beneficiary centric delivery of services while ensuring there is no
compromise on the quality of healthcare services and preventing frauds. The
participants were appreciative of the inclusive approach taken by National Health
Agency during consultations and workshops.

A web portal for initiating the empanelment of hospitals under the mission was also
launched. This marks the commencement of the implementation of AB-NHPM and
takes the Mission closer to launch. Training / Demo of empanelment software will be
conducted in next two weeks and States can operationalize empanelment of hospitals
by 1st of July.

           

***

MV/SK
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National Dam Safety Authority in the works

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved a proposal for
introduction of the Dam Safety Bill, 2018 in Parliament.

The Bill envisages a National Dam Safety Authority, which will liaise with State-level dam safety
organisations and the owners of dams for standardising safety-related data and practices. The
NDSA will investigate dam failures and have the authority to fine the States that are found remiss
in implementing safety measures.

It will look into “unresolved points of issue” between the States which share dam territory and look
to “eliminating potential causes for inter-State conflicts,” an official release said.

A case in point is the Mullaperiyar dam in Kerala, which is a perennial flashpoint between the
State and neighbouring Tamil Nadu.

The Chennai floods of 2015 due to unusually heavy rain were thought to have been compounded
by an unprecedented release of water from the Chembarambakkam dam into the Adyar.

Due to lack of legal and institutional architecture for dam safety in India, dam safety is a perennial
concern.
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The crimes of a few condemn the fate of many

Rohingya refugee children slide down the road at Balu Khali refugee camp near Cox's Bazar,
Bangladesh.   | Photo Credit: Reuters

On May 22, Amnesty International (AI) released a briefing that revealed that a Rohingya armed
group, the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), had committed serious human rights abuses
against Hindus in northern Rakhine State in Myanmar. As a movement that campaigns to end
human rights abuses against all people, AI aims to uncover all cases of human rights violations
without bias, regardless of who the perpetrators are and where the violations are committed.

The May 22 briefing follows AI’s earlier reports documenting military attacks on the Rohingya that
led to more than 693,000 people fleeing from their homes to other countries. This briefing and
other AI reports on the situation in Myanmar point to the overwhelming evidence that the Myanmar
authorities have been unable, or dare I say, unwilling to protect its civilians.

The issue here is not about which “side” committed more atrocities. The issue is about people.
About civilians. About mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, who have been killed, maimed
and brutalised. It is about their rights as human beings.

We should be calling for better protection for survivors fleeing persecution in accordance with
international human rights law. We should be calling for justice, truth and reparation for victims
and their families. We should be calling for unfettered access to the northern Rakhine State for
independent investigators. However, the reaction to the briefing report has been deeply disturbing.

Some politicians and media outlets are using AI’s briefing to advocate the mass expulsion of the
Rohingya. The debate has further deteriorated to unfairly and unreasonably attributing the
condemnable actions of the armed ARSA to all Rohingya people. What this means is that we are
willing to demonise and malign an entire community for abuses they may not have committed.

Despite irrefutable evidence that Rohingya people fleeing to India are at serious risk of human
rights violations in Myanmar, the Indian government has refused to recognise them as asylum
seekers and refugees. Instead the Rohingya have been labelled as “illegal immigrants” — even
those recognised as refugees by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in
India. In fact, in August last year, the Union Ministry of Home Affairs proposed to forcibly return to
Myanmar all the 40,000 Rohingya refugees in India. The Ministry claimed that the Rohingya are a
threat to national security.

Why is it that the only solution envisioned by Indian authorities to address security concerns, in
this case, is to forcibly return people to the real risk of apartheid and death?

There have been no attempts to consider alternative measures to distinguish people who actually
pose a threat from people in dire need of protection. The mass expulsion of Rohingya refugees to
Myanmar would be an abject dereliction of India’s obligations under international law. In the past,
AI India has advocated that the most effective way for the Indian government to address security
concerns is to conduct “fair and efficient refugee determination proceedings”.

The UN Refugee Convention provides a straightforward solution to deal with the potential security
concerns involving asylum seekers. Article 1F of the Convention excludes protection for those
involved in serious crimes. Therefore, if India acceded to the Refugee Convention, it would be able
to effectively assess Rohingya asylum applications and deny protection to those who might fall
under Article 1F exceptions, such as members of ARSA who participated in the August 2017
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violence.

Indian authorities have outsourced refugee status determination to the UNHCR, which follows a
rigorous process. However, this is largely meaningless as India refuses to officially recognise
Rohingya people identified as refugees by the UNHCR. These people are left in a state of limbo
with neither the UNHCR nor the Indian government providing them effective protection.

The profound lack of support for Rohingya refugees in India is shameful. Even though India is not
a party to the Refugee Convention, it has always had a longstanding tradition of providing shelter
to those seeking protection. However, in this instance, it seems to be faltering, and it is time we
question why.

Aakar Patel is the Executive Director, Amnesty International India
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The missing tiers

 

Twenty-five years ago, the Constitution underwent what is arguably its most significant
transformation with the passage of the 73rd (mandating the creation of panchayats) and the 74th
(creation of municipalities) Constitutional Amendments. While the 73rd Amendment came into
force on April 24, 1993, the 74th Amendment came into effect on June 1, 1993. As the Central
Government’s Smart Cities mission completes three years this month, it’s the right time to
examine India’s tryst with municipal governance.

Much has been written about the failure of States to implement the provisions of the 74th
Amendment. However, it is important to examine concerns in the underlying constitutional design
of urban local governments and the politics impeding this Amendment’s operation. The
“implementation failure” narrative tends to focus on how local governments are financially
constrained and do not have the administrative capacity to carry out its functions. It is also
important to explore how urban local governments are actively disempowered and depoliticised as
an institution.

The disempowerment and depoliticisation has happened in multiple ways. First, elected
representatives at the city-level are rendered powerless by making them subservient to the State
government. In most municipal corporations, while the mayor is the ceremonial head, the
executive powers of the corporation are vested with the State government-appointed
commissioner. This disjuncture in municipal governance has been exploited by State governments
to ensure that no city-level politician challenges their control over a city.

Municipal corporations are further denied their political role by the continued operation of various
parastatal agencies created by the State government. These may take the form of urban
development authorities (which build infrastructure) and public corporations (which provide
services such as water, electricity and transportation). These agencies, which function with a
certain autonomy, are accountable only to the State government, not the local government. Even
urban planning and land-use regulation (globally a quintessential local government function) is
with State government-controlled development authorities.

While parastatal agencies and unelected commissioners are pre-74th Amendment legacies that
have not been undone, what is also worrying is the further depoliticisation of local government in
recent years. Central government programmes such as the Smart Cities Mission seek to ring
fence projects from local government. This programme mandates the creation of special purpose
vehicles (SPVs) for Smart Cities which will have “operational independence and autonomy in
decision making and mission implementation”. It further “encourages” a State government to
delegate “the decision-making powers available to the ULB (urban local body) under the municipal
act/government rules to the Chief Executive Officer of the SPV”.

The creation of parallel institutions that disempower the elected local government shows how
higher levels of government distrust local politics and craftily retain control of a city’s reins. Even
for performing functions that are within its purview (such as levying local taxes or undertaking civic
projects above a certain budget) the local government requires State government permissions.
Hence, municipalities are not yet autonomous units that can be genuinely called as the “third tier”
of government in India’s federal system. Even after the 73rd and 74th Amendments, India has
effectively only two levels of government — Union and State.

While the 74th Amendment has become a lodestar for civic activism in many cities, it has certain
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inherent limitations. Many of its key provisions are not mandatory for the State government. The
functions listed under the 12th Schedule — which a State government is expected to devolve to
the local government — do not include essential civic issues such as urban transportation,
housing or urban commons. The 74th Amendment also contains an industrial township exception
whereby a municipality need not be constituted in areas which are declared as industrial
townships. These provisions have been employed by State governments to keep local
governments weak.

Civic activism has often been focussed on the creation of two bodies mandated by the 74th
Amendment — ward committees and metropolitan planning committees. However, an over-
reliance on such semi-representative bodies does not augur well for creating a genuinely
democratic city government. In fact, civil society’s fixation with nominating its members into ward
committees can further depoliticise local governments and make them captive to the interests of
certain elite resident welfare associations. Instead of distrusting them, we must acknowledge that
local governments are inherently political spaces where multiple interests compete.

As cities struggle to meet the basic needs of their inhabitants, we must re-examine the existing
modes of organising power in urban India. Unlike the 73rd Amendment which provides for three
levels of panchayats (village, taluk, and district levels), power in urban areas is concentrated in a
single municipal body (whether it is a municipal corporation, municipal council or town panchayat).
However, as Indian cities have grown exponentially over the last 25 years, with some crossing the
10 million population mark, we must rethink the present model of urban governance that vests
power in a singular municipality. While urban governance reforms can take multiple shapes, they
must be foregrounded in the political empowerment of local government that furthers local
democratic accountability.

Mathew Idiculla is a lawyer and researcher on urban issues and works with the Centre for Law and
Policy Research, Bengaluru
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Cabinet approves the extension of tenure of the Commission constituted to examine the issue of
Sub-categorization within Other Backward Classes in the Central List
Cabinet

Cabinet approves the extension of tenure of the Commission
constituted to examine the issue of Sub-categorization
within Other Backward Classes in the Central List

Posted On: 13 JUN 2018 6:28PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the final
extension of the term of the Other Backward Classes in the Central List currently mandated upto
20th June 2018, till 31st July, 2018.

The Commission held extensive meetings with the stake holders including the State Governments,
the State Backward Classes Commissions, various community associations and general public
belonging to various Backward Classes and Communities. The Commission also obtained
records, caste-wise of OBCs admitted in higher educational institution as well as similar caste-
wise data of recruits in Central Departments, Central Public Sector Undertakings, Public Sector
Banks & Financial Institutions.

 To have a detailed look at the data collected, the Commission has sought extension of its term
31st July, 2018.
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Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Peru
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Peru

Posted On: 13 JUN 2018 6:25PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved an Agreement
between India and Peru which was signed in May, 2018 at Lima, Peru.

The agreement aims to establish the basis for a cooperative institutional relationship to encourage
and promote technical bilateral cooperation on new and renewable issues on the basis of mutual
benefit equality and reciprocity. The Agreement envisages establishing a Joint Committee to
develop Work Plans in order to implement the Agreement.

  The Agreement will help in strengthening bilateral cooperation between the two countries.

*****
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Cabinet approves MoU between India and Viet Nam on Joint issue of postage stamp
Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Viet Nam on Joint
issue of postage stamp

Posted On: 13 JUN 2018 6:23PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised
of the joint issue of a postage stamp between Department of Posts and Viet Nam Post.

Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications and Viet Nara Post mutually agreed to
jointly issue Postage Stamps on India-Viet Nam: Joint Issue on the theme "Ancient
Architecture". The joint stamps were released on 25-01-2018.

The Commemorative Postage Stamps on India-Viet Nam: Joint Issue depicts Sanchi
Stupa of India and Pho Minh Pagoda of Viet Nam. A Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed between postal administrations of India and Viet Nam for this joint issue
on 18-12-2017.
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Cabinet approves Repositioning of North Eastern Council
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Repositioning of North Eastern Council

Posted On: 13 JUN 2018 6:22PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the proposal
of Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) for the nomination of the Union
Home Minister as ex-officio Chairman of North Eastern Council (NEC) - a statutory body with
Governors and Chief Ministers of all the eight North Eastern States as its Member. The Cabinet
also approved that Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of DoNER would serve as
Vice Chairman of the Council.

 

Impact:

          NEC implements various projects through the State and Central agencies. Under the new
arrangement with Home Minister as Chairman and Minister of DoNER as Vice Chairman, NEC
and all the Governors and Chief Ministers of North Eastern States as Member would provide a
forum for discussing inter-state matters more comprehensively and also consider common
approaches to be taken in future.

 

          NEC can now also perform the tasks undertaken by the various Zonal Councils to discuss
such inter-State issues as drug trafficking, smuggling of arms and ammunition, boundary disputes
etc.

 

          This repositioning of NEC will help it to become a more effective body for the North Eastern
Region.

 

          The Council shall, from time to time, review the implementation of the projects/schemes
included in the project; recommend effective measures for coordination among the state
Governments for these projects etc. The Council shall have such powers as may be delegated to it
by the Central Government.

 

Background:

          NEC was established under the North Eastern Council Act, 1971 as an apex level body for
securing balanced and coordinated development and facilitating coordination with the States.
Subsequent to the Amendment of 2002, NEC has been mandated to function as a regional
planning body for the North Eastern Area and while formulating a regional plan for this area, shall
give priority to the schemes and projects benefiting two or more states provided that in the case of
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Sikkim, the Council shall formulate specific projects and schemes for that State.
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Cabinet approves proposal for enactment of Dam Safety Bill, 2018
Cabinet

Cabinet approves proposal for enactment of Dam Safety Bill,
2018

Posted On: 13 JUN 2018 6:20PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the proposal
for introduction of Dam Safety Bill, 2018 in the Parliament.

Benefits:

          It will help all the States and Union Territories of India to adopt uniform dam safety
procedures which shall ensure safety of dams and safeguard benefits from such dams. This shall
also help in safeguarding human life, livestock and property.

The draft Bill has been finalised after wide consultation with leading Indian experts and
international experts.

Details:

The Bill provides for proper surveillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of all
specified dams in the country to ensure their safe functioning.

●

The Bill provides for constitution of a National Committee on Dam Safety which shall evolve
dam safety policies and recommend necessary regulations as may be required for the
purpose.

●

The Bill provides for establishment of National Dam Safety Authority as a regulatory body
which shall discharge functions to implement the policy, guidelines and standards for dam
safety in the country.

●

The Bill provides for constitution of a State Committee on Dam Safety by State Government.●

 

National Dam Safety Authority

It shall maintain liaison with the State Dam Safety Organisations and the owners of dams for
standardisation of dam safety related data and practices;

●

It shall provide the technical and managerial assistance to the States and State Dam Safety
Organisations;

●

It shall maintain a national level data-base of all dams in the country and the records of major
dam failures;

●

It shall examine the cause of any major dam failure;●

It shall publish and update the standard guidelines and check-lists for the routine inspection
and detailed investigations of dams and appurtenances;

●

It shall accord recognition or accreditations to the organisations that can be entrusted with the
works of investigation, design or construction of new dams;

●

It will also look into unresolved points of issue between the State Dam Safety Organisation of
two states, or between the State Dam Safety Organisation of a State and the owner of a dam

●
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in that State, for proper solution;
Further, in certain cases, such as dams of one State falling under the territory of another
State, the National Authority shall also perform the role of State Dam Safety Organization
thereby eliminating potential causes for inter-state conflicts.

●

 

State Committee on Dam Safety

It will ensure proper surveillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of all specified dams in
that State and ensure their safe functioning. It further provides that every State shall establish a
"State Dam Safety Organisation", which will be manned by officers from the field dam safety
preferably from the areas of dam-designs, hydro-mechanical engineering, hydrology, geo-technical
investigation, instrumentation and dam-rehabilitation.

Background:

There are over 5200 large dams in India and about 450 are under construction. Plus there are
thousands of medium and small dams. Due to lack of legal and institutional architecture for dam
safety in India, dam safety is an issue of concern. Unsafe dams are a hazard and dam break may
cause disasters, leading to huge loss of life and property.

The Dam Safety Bill, 2018 address all issues concerning dam safety including regular inspection of
dams, Emergency Action Plan, comprehensive dam safety review, adequate repair and
maintenance funds for dam safety, Instrumentation and Safety Manuals. It lays onus of dam safety
on the dam owner and provides for penal provisions for commission and omission of certain acts.

*****
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Cabinet approves MoU between the ICMR and INSERM, France
Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between the ICMR and INSERM,
France

Posted On: 13 JUN 2018 6:18PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which was signed in March, 2018 between the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the Institut National de la Santeet de la
RechercheMedicale (INSERM), France.

 

Salient Features:

 

The MoU aims at cooperation in areas of common interest within the medical, life sciences
and health research fields. Based on scientific excellence on both sides, the parties have
agreed to have a specific focus upon:

 

Diabetes and Metabolic disorders;i.
Bio-ethics with focus on Ethics and regulatory issues of Gene editing techniques;ii.
Rare diseases; andiii.
Any other areas of mutual interest can be considered after discussions between the two
sides.

iv.

 

      The MoU will further strengthen relations between ICMR and INSERM within the
framework of international scientific and technological cooperation in fields of mutual
interest.  The scientific excellence on two sides will help to successfully work on health
research in specified areas.

 

*****
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Cabinet approves 'Three Year Action Plan of Agricultural Education Division & ICAR Institutes
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

Cabinet approves 'Three Year Action Plan of Agricultural
Education Division & ICAR Institutes

Posted On: 13 JUN 2018 6:12PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
continuation of the Three Year Action Plan (2017-2020) of the scheme for Agricultural
Education Division and ICAR Institutes with an outlay of Rs.2225.46 crore[Rs. 2197.51
crore + Rs. 27.95 crore (State share) as salary component for AICRP-HS]for
strengthening and developing higher agricultural education in India.  It comprises of:

 

"Strengthening and Development of Higher Agricultural Education in India - Rs.
Rs.2050.00 crore;

i.

ICAR-National Academy of Agricultural Research Management (NAARM) - Rs.
24.25 crore and

ii.

ICAR - Central Institute of Women in Agriculture (CIWA) including All India
Coordinated Research Project on Home Science (AICRP-HS) - Rs.151.21 crore.

iii.

 

The scheme is aimed to generate quality human resources from the institutions of
higher agricultural education.It encompasses several new initiatives including, steps to
attract talented students, reducing academic inbreeding and addressing faculty
shortage.  It will also take care ofgreen initiatives, mitigating faculty shortage,
international ranking, alumni involvement, promoting innovations, inspired teacher
network, reducing inbreeding, academia interface, technology enabled learning, Post-
doctoral Fellowships, Agriculture Education Portal, Scientific Social responsibility etc.
for quality assurance ranking of the agricultural universities has been linked to the
financial support under the scheme along with accreditation. Support for strengthening
and modernization of infrastructure related to student and faculty amenities and
capacity building of both faculty and students in cutting edge areas through Niche Area
of Excellence programme will improve teaching and encouraging holistic development
of the students.

 

This will lead to generation of competitive and confident human resource. In addition,
research on gender issues in agriculture and allied fields, formulating gender-equitable
agricultural, policies/programmes and gender-sensitive agricultural-sector responses
will be undertaken by ICAR-CIWA and capacity building needs of the human resources
and stakeholders of the entire National Agricultural Research & Education System
(NARES) will be catered leading to enhancing of competencies and capacities of the
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stakeholders including farmers, young scientists, students and agri-industry in NARES
by ICAR-NAARM.

 

Background:

 

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) undertakes planning,
development, coordination and quality assurance in higher agricultural education
through partnership with 75 Agricultural Universities (AUs) established across the
country. The human resource developed by Agricultural Universities has played a
pivotal role in transforming agricultural scenario to achieve self-sufficiency.

●

The approach is multipronged, addressing the issues of competence enhancement,
attracting and retaining talented youth to agriculture education and to improve the
overall infrastructure in terms of student and faculty amenities pertaining to
teaching and learning.

●

The National Academy of Agricultural Research Management (NAARM) has played
a key role in enhancing the capacities of individuals and institutions of National
Agricultural Research and Education System (NARES) in agricultural research,
education and technology management.

●

The Central Institute for Women in Agriculture has been providing a leadership role
in empowering farm women as in the changing agricultural scenario the roles and
responsibilities of women in agriculture are indispensable.

●

****
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Polio Experts commend India for maintaining polio-free status
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Polio Experts commend India for maintaining polio-free
status

Posted On: 13 JUN 2018 6:06PM by PIB Delhi

Smt. Preeti Sudan, Secretary (HFW) chaired the 27th Meeting of the Polio India Expert
Advisory Group (IEAG) to review the country programme activities and make
recommendations, here today. The expert member group concluded that ‘the country is
on the right track’. The experts commended the strong leadership of the Government of
India, as well as the ownership of the state governments to for maintaining polio-free
status for more than seven years andensuring that every child is vaccinated against the
disease. The last case of polio in India was reported in January 2011.  The programme
has ensured adequate protection of children through both mass polio vaccination
campaigns and childhood immunization. 

 

Speaking at the meeting, Smt. Preeti Sudan said that there are two types of polio
vaccine - oral polio vaccine and injectable polio vaccine, which are both used in India to
provide enhanced protection.  “We need to ensure that every child in India must receive
at least three doses of OPV and two doses of IPV during infancy. This in an invaluable
investment for child health in India” SmtPreeti Sudan added. She further said that the
nationwide polio campaigns should continue along with routine immunization
strengthening initiatives such as Mission Indradhanush, Gram SwarajAbhiyan, and
Extended-Gram SwarajAbhiyan.

 

Dr. Michel Zaffran – Head of Polio Eradication, WHO stated that globally the world is
closer to polio eradication than ever before.  Eleven cases have been registered in
2018 in only two countries – Afghanistan and Pakistan.  “The experts appreciate the
example that India sets for the rest of the world. By eliminating polio in India, the
country has demonstrated that global polio eradication is feasible and within reach,” he
added.

 

The group of experts appreciated the efforts of India in using both oral and injectable
polio vaccines and recommends that this be continued so that no child in India gets
paralyzed ever again. Community participation remains an integral part of polio
vaccination efforts in the country. The expert group noted that more than 23 lakh
vaccinators are mobilized to support every polio mass campaign during which 17 crores
children get the oral polio drops.
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In Delhi, a crisis of governance

Who exactly is governing Delhi? This is a question that is bound to arise once again since the
chief minister and four of his cabinet colleagues have been camping for three days in the
lieutenant-governor’s office to press him to end a protest by bureaucrats. Of course, this is only
the latest bone of contention between the L-G and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government, which
says the Centre is trying to impede its functioning and stop development work undertaken by it.
The provocation for the latest round of differences between the bureaucracy and the state
government is the alleged assault on chief secretary Anshu Prakash on February 19 at the chief
minister’s residence. The sit-in at the LG’s office is not likely to pay dividends, either for Delhi or
for the AAP, which has tried these obstructionist tactics too often. Who can forget the sight of the
chief minister sleeping on a pavement in protest against the then L-G during his first stint in
power? Though the AAP returned to power with a huge majority the following year, the politics of
sleepovers can wear itself thin, particularly when it leads to a loss of governance time.

The people of Delhi have many problems as a severe summer sets in, bringing with it water
shortages and power outages. When a chief minister becomes a street-corner protestor, the line
between administration and activism gets blurred. Effective policy changes are only possible in
times of peace, and one of the Kejriwal’s government critical flaws is that it’s constantly engaged
in conflict, which often ends up in theatrics replacing governance.

The Centre is not entirely without fault in the series of standoffs. There have been accusations of
files pending for longer than required, several decisions being overturned on technical grounds,
and AAP MLAs being embroiled in police cases that have led nowhere. At the same time, Delhi
has functioned fairly well under other chief ministers who also had to work in tandem with an L-G
who was appointed by an opposing party at the Centre. There are compromises that need to be
made in administration, but instead of reaching out, the Delhi government has too often
exacerbated the situation.

The chief minister and his colleagues, who have been elected to govern Delhi with a handsome
majority, and have shown promise with an improved education programme and good health care
schemes, should get back to work. Prolonging the latest standoff will only devalue the AAP and
give legitimacy to the sentiment that it is more interested in scoring political brownie points than
working for the people.
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Health Ministry to accelerate tobacco control measures
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Health Ministry to accelerate tobacco control measures

  Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey inaugurates two-day national
consultation on Accelerating Implementation of Tobacco
Control Measures for achievement of Goals under National
Health Policy

Posted On: 06 JUN 2018 7:18PM by PIB Delhi

Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare today inaugurated
the two-day National Consultation on Accelerating Implementation of Tobacco Control Measures
for achievement of Goals under National Health Policy, 2017 in presence of Smt Anupriya Patel,
Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare to commemorate the World No Tobacco Day,
2018.

 

Smt. Preeti Sudan, Secretary (Health), Shri Sanjeeva Kumar, Additional Secretary and Promila
Gupta, DGHS, Ms Payden, Acting Deputy WHO representative to India were also present at the
occasion.

 

Addressing the participants, Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey said that we should have an addiction-
free India that includes Tobacco-free India. He made an appeal for “Nasha Mukti Abhiyaan”. He
further added that we need community mobilization to encourage people to give up tobacco
consumption. “Tobacco destroys families and communities. We need to start a nationwide
abhiyaan- people’s movement, to combat tobacco use”, he said.

 

Shri Choubey also made a strong call for accelerating tobacco control measures for achievement
of the goals under National Health Policy, 2017. He observed that tobacco use is a leading cause
of premature, NCD-associated mortality and morbidity, and a growing public health challenge. He
further said that while many people are aware tobacco use increases the risk of cancer, there are
alarming gaps in knowledge of the cardiovascular risks of tobacco use. “I look forward to the
suggestions that will emerge from the two-day national consultation, to help us move forward in
tobacco control measures”, Shri Choubey elaborated.

 

Smt Anupriya Patel said that tobacco epidemic is a major public health challenge in India, and
flavored smokeless tobacco usage in India is very high. She stated that concerted strong political
commitment and targeted action over the last decade have contributed to commendable
achievements in pushing back the tobacco epidemic.
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Highlighting the initiatives of the Health Ministry, Smt Anupriya Patel said that a toll free Tobacco
Cessation Quitline has been set up and m-Cessation services under the Be Healthy Be Mobile
Initiative has been launched along with the Helpline for reporting specific violations of tobacco
control laws. She stated that the large specified health warnings occupying 85% of the principal
display areas on both the sides of the packs have been implemented. “With the inclusion of
National tobacco Quitline number in the health warning recently, it has been made more impactful.
This will give tobacco users access to counseling services to effect behavior change,” Smt
Anupriya Patel added. She noted that we need to be alert to the threat of new and emerging
products and to act swiftly and firmly against them. “We can win the battle only through synergy of
our efforts, both within and beyond country,” she said.

 

The Ministers of State released the Global Adult Tobacco Survey 2 India Report, 2016-17 and
guidelines for establishing tobacco cessation centres in dental colleges at the consultation and
felicitated tobacco workers who have transitioned to other livelihood options. Tobacco survivors
presented first-hand account of their struggles and their efforts to overcome the challenges.

 

The two-day consultation will focus on capacity-building of the National Tobacco Control
Progamme Nodal Officers. Among the key areas of deliberation will be multi-sectoral engagement
for implementation of WHO FCTC in India and synergizing tobacco control with new health
initiatives. Tobacco is responsible for 4.5 lakh CardioVascularDiseases (CVD) deaths in the
country. In 2011, the total economic cost attributable to tobacco use from all diseases in India for
persons aged 35-69 years amounted to a staggering Rs. 1,04,500 crores (22.4 billion USD). 

 

 

***
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Govt approves Rs 10,000-cr continuation programmes for PSLV, GSLV

The Centre on Wednesday approved the continuation of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle and
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-III programmes, together costing over Rs. 10,000
crore, in a move that will help ISRO launch light and heavy satellites.PTI
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Maternal mortality ratio in the country drops to 130 from 167

The latest Sample Registration System (SRS) data indicating the Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR)
has brought glad tidings.

As per the data, the MMR (number of maternal deaths per 1,00,000 live births) has dropped from
167 (in 2011-2013, the last SRS period) to 130 for the country. This 28% drop is an achievement
arising from painstakingly reducing the MMR in each of the States.

The SRS segments States into three groups: “Empowered Action Group” (EAG) — Bihar,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh/Uttarakhand and
Assam; “Southern States” — Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu;
and “Others” — the remaining States and union territories.

The highest reduction from the last SRS is with the EAG States at 23%, a drop from 246 (2011-
2013) to 188, while the Other States have dropped by 19%, taking the MMR down from 115 in
2011-2013, to 93 now. Southern States, which are at a better average of 77, dropped 17%. Truly
encouraging is the massive drop of 29% in Uttar Pradesh/Uttarakhand where the MMR has
dropped from 285 to 201.

Kerala remains at the top with an MMR of 46 (down from 61). Maharashtra retains its second
position with 61, but the pace of fall has been much lower, dropping from 68 during 2011-13. Tamil
Nadu with 66 (79) is in the third position.

Manoj Jhalani, MD, National Health Mission (NHM), says: “India has bettered the MDG target of
139 for 2014-2016. It’s a proud moment. This is the outcome of systematic work undertaken by the
Centre and States under the NHM that has resulted in saving 12,000 more lives in 2015. Three
States have already achieved the UN’s Sustainable Development Goal of MMR 70.”

Former Union Health Secretary Sujata Rao said that overall, it indicates impressive progress,
particularly in the EAG States.

‘Lost momentum’

“I feel Kerala and Tamil Nadu should do better, they can; but I’m very disappointed with
Karnataka, Gujarat, Punjab, and Haryana. Maharastra seems to have lost the momentum shown
in the last few years, that is a worry.”

Fresh impetus is required to bring the MMR below 30 for all States except EAG, which might strive
to bring it down to 140-120, she adds.
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China must walk the talk when it comes to ties with India

On the face of it, there are many reasons for India and China to put the tensions associated with
last year’s military standoff at Doklam behind them and to build a closer relationship that can
translate into reality the dream of the 21st century being an “Asian century”. Both countries have
much to worry about in terms of the dramatic and drastic changes that are occurring as the US
cedes its dominant role on the global stage and adopts protectionist measures that are affecting
global trade. Despite India not signing on for China’s Belt and Road Initiative, Beijing has indicated
it is willing to work more closely with New Delhi on regional and global issues. In New Delhi, the
government would prefer to normalise relations with Beijing in the run-up to the general election
next year. Some in the West even believe India has toned down its enthusiasm for the so-called
“Quad” or quadrilateral security dialogue with the US, Japan and Australia to keep relations with
China on an even keel.

In such circumstances, it is not surprising to hear China’s ambassador to India, Luo Zhaohui,
proposing concepts such as trilateral cooperation between China, India and Pakistan at a seminar
in New Delhi. The envoy noted that China and India cannot afford another Doklam-like situation
and that they could benefit more from a closer alignment of their positions on international issues
since Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s “neighbourhood first” policy closely mirrors President Xi
Jinping’s policies.

Scratch a little deeper, however, and it becomes evident that much more work will have to be done
to achieve such a vision. The traditional Chinese vision of an “Asian century” still puts the country
at the top, with little wiggle room for the resolution of contentious issues such as the dispute in the
South China Sea. In such a vision, India is rarely perceived as an equal. Then there are the
irritants that have considerably damaged bilateral relations in recent years, including China’s
blocks on the designation of Pakistan-based terrorists such as Masood Azhar at the UN Security
Council and Beijing’s opposition to New Delhi’s bid to join the Nuclear Suppliers Group. China has
shown it can work more closely with India on terrorism — such as the issue of blacklisting
Pakistan at the Financial Action Task Force — but for the forseeable future, Pakistan will continue
to be the elephant in the room as far as bilateral ties are concerned. Clearly, China will have to
walk the talk if this is to be a partnership of equals.
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India, Italy agree to revitalise bilateral ties

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte with External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj in Rome on
Monday.PTI  

India and Italy on Monday agreed to boost cooperation in counter-terrorism and cybersecurity as
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj met the top Italian leadership and discussed steps to
revitalise bilateral ties.

In her first engagement of the day, Ms. Swaraj called on Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte
and their discussions focussed on forging bilateral cooperation across sectors, said a statement
issued by the External Affairs Ministry.

It was the first major political exchange between the two countries after Mr. Conte assumed
charge early this month.

Ms. Swaraj “conveyed felicitations of the Government of India to the newly elected Government of
Italy, and reiterated India’s desire to strengthen bilateral relations with Italy,” the statement said.

Ms. Swaraj, who is here on the first leg of her seven-day tour of four European countries, also met
her Italian counterpart, Enzo Moavero Milanesi.

“They exchanged views on regional and global issues of mutual interest,” External Affairs Ministry
spokesman Raveesh Kumar said.

“Recognising the need to sustain the momentum generated by the visit of former Italian Prime
Minister [Paolo] Gentiloni to India in October 2017, the Ministers emphasised the importance of
promoting regular high-level contacts and bilateral dialogue mechanisms,” the statement said.

JCEC meet in India

“To augment collaboration in areas of mutual benefit, the Ministers agreed to hold the next
meeting of the Joint Commission for Economic Cooperation (JCEC) in India later this year,” it said.

They also welcomed Italy’s participation as a partner country at the Tech Summit in India in
November 2018 which would boost cooperation in technology and innovation.

The year also marks the 70th year of establishment of diplomatic relations between the two
countries.

Later in the day, Ms. Swaraj left for France for the second leg of her visit.
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Delhi stand-off: Power crisis

One crisis, many causes. The immediate provocation for Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal sitting on a
dharna at the residence of the Lt. Governor might have been a run-in with the bureaucracy, but the
crisis is rooted in the understanding (or misunderstanding) of the constitutional limits of the powers
of the elected government in the National Capital Territory of Delhi. The Aam Aadmi Party
government has a history of confrontation with the Centre on the question of who is the
administrative head of a region that is less than a State and more than a Union Territory. Since the
party came to power in 2015, the demand for Delhi to be given the status of a full-fledged State,
allowing it among other things powers over the police, has become strident. Differences extend to
the LG’s discretionary powers to appoint the Chief Secretary, with the AAP nursing a grouse that
the bureaucratic cadre came directly under the Centre. Matters came to a head when Chief
Secretary Anshu Prakash was assaulted during a late-night meeting in Mr. Kejriwal’s presence.
Since then, officials have been in a non-cooperative mode, only attending statutory meetings,
skipping what they term are “routine” meetings and not taking phone calls from Ministers. Mr.
Kejriwal and his Cabinet colleagues decided on the dharna in protest, but instead of forcing a
solution, they may have precipitated a crisis. Members of the BJP responded with a dharna at the
Chief Minister’s residence, completing the political spectacle.

In adopting the politics of protest as part of its quest to expand the powers of the elected
government, the AAP is putting governance at risk. Instead of mounting a legal challenge to the
Centre’s efforts to further curtail the limited powers of the Delhi government, Mr. Kejriwal chose to
respond politically. While he might like to be seen as a constitutional functionary whose hands are
tied by an overbearing Centre, he is coming across as someone who is keener on a bigger fight on
a bigger stage than as one eager to fulfil his constitutional mandate. The dharnas might end, but
the underlying causes of the present crisis will not disappear without the Centre and the Delhi
government agreeing on the terms of engagement through the office of the Lt. Governor. The BJP
cannot mock Mr. Kejriwal out of politics; the Centre will have to deal with him, and work jointly with
the AAP government for the welfare of Delhi’s citizens — something it has failed to do. The way to
fight the AAP cannot be by placing handcuffs on the Delhi government. As for the AAP, it should
learn to make the best of the system before demanding more autonomy. To push the
constitutional limits to acquire more meaningful powers is fine, but it cannot be at the cost of failing
to do whatever is possible within the current framework.

 

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!
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The new biofuels policy is high on ambition, but success will depend on the details
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Heart of the matter

Over the last few days a storm has been raised following publication of an article in The Hindu
(June 12, 2018) based on a leaked WhatsApp message from the head of the National Organ and
Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) claiming that foreign patients who are waiting for a
donor heart transplant are being prioritised over Indian patients by private hospitals in Chennai.
This article has angered many. Unfortunately, amidst the din, the basic concepts of organ
donation, allocation and transplantation have been completely lost.

Tamil Nadu’s advantage

A forward thinking bureaucracy, committed non-governmental organisations and a willing political
dispensation took up promotion of cadaver organ donation as a must-have in Tamil Nadu around
10 years ago. This was primarily in response to a widely publicised and unrelated kidney donation
racket unearthed in the late 1990s. The initial kick-start and continuing efforts have made Tamil
Nadu the undisputed leader in organ donation in India. Thousands of lives have been saved
through organ donation.

Many southern States have successfully emulated Tamil Nadu’s road map and have developed
organ donation programmes on their own. The uptake of the concept of organ donation, however,
has been disappointing in north India. This has led to a steady stream of patients from north India
to travel to the south for a cadaver donor organ as their chance of getting a timely transplant in
their own State is close to zero. While the organ donation rate in Tamil Nadu is over 10 times
greater than most of the northern States, there is a lot of work to be done to achieve the West’s
donation rates.

Every country goes through an evolution process in terms of organ donation, and this is different
for each organ. Kidney transplantation has been practised in India for over 25 years. There is
public confidence in the procedure, and it is not surprising that there is a massive waiting list for
cadaver kidney transplants. On the other hand, liver transplant as a treatment option for liver
failure remained an esoteric idea in India until 10-15 years ago. The results of liver transplantation
in India were poor in the early stages. That has changed in the last 10 years. With increasing
success, an increasing number of patients who need a liver transplant are getting waitlisted. So
there is no real possibility of a foreigner getting a cadaver liver or kidney in India, as there will
always be a patient to whom a donor liver or kidney, irrespective of its characteristics can be
matched. Among 2,100 liver transplants performed by our group in south India over the last nine
years, not a single foreign patient has been transplanted with a cadaveric liver.

Heart transplants

Cardiac and lung transplantation have been the last to develop in India. Until five years ago,
results of heart and lung transplantation were dismal in India. Many doctors would have been
reticent to put their patients forward for transplantation even if they would have benefitted from the
treatment. However, over the last two-three years, results have improved significantly with the
influx of talented and trained surgeons. But the number of patients being assessed and listed are
still fewer in comparison to those listed for livers or kidneys. Waiting lists for heart transplantation
are still small, and in such a situation while a donor liver or kidney can be immediately matched to
a suitable Indian patient, this is not always possible for a heart or lungs.

This is where the claim for utilising the organ for a foreign patient comes in as otherwise the organ
would be wasted. Even though occasional abuse of the system may be a possibility, it is important
to point out that even with the current practice of allocating an organ to a foreigner when there is



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

no suitable Indian patient, one-third of all hearts and lungs are still not being used due to “lack of a
suitable recipient”. As public and physician confidence in the success of heart and lung
transplantation improves in India, the waiting list of Indian patients will increase and it will be
possible to match every organ to a suitable Indian patient. Once that stage is reached, there will
not be even a remote possibility of a foreigner getting an organ.

An additional issue with heart and lung transplantation is the strict criteria for size and quality and
the very tight timeframes within which these organs should be transplanted. While a kidney can be
preserved for 12-18 hours and a liver for 8-12 hours, hearts and lungs should be transplanted
within six hours, otherwise outcomes are likely to be poor. So while sharing of livers and kidneys
across the country is possible, it is very difficult as far as hearts and lungs are concerned,
considering the size of our country. In the absence of a viable and accessible air ambulance
service to transport organs, feasibility will depend on the timing of the donation and the flight
schedules of commercial airlines. Remember, most organ donation procedures happen in the
night as logistics permit. So, at least for hearts and lungs, exceptions notwithstanding, sharing is
feasible only by adjacent States.

Fine-tuning the process

What can be done to improve the situation? The government can decide that no foreigners can
receive a cadaver donor organ in India even if it means that an organ is wasted due to lack of a
suitable Indian recipient. But this may be an extreme step as local governments and corporate
hospitals are still very interested in medical tourism. Another option is to develop a system of
zonalisation across the country (like in the U.S.) so that more efficient sharing of organs across
States is feasible, possibly with the development of a publicly-funded air ambulance service. This
will significantly benefit transplant programmes in government hospitals.

Organ donation is based on public trust that due process is being followed. Currently, the donation
process and organ allocation in Tamil Nadu is fully monitored by Transplant Authority of Tamil
Nadu (TRANSTAN). Every organ that is transplanted, even to a foreign patient, is only done after
approval from TRANSTAN. The authority of course depends on the clinical judgment and
decisions of the transplant team as to the best use of each organ. The process should be made
more transparent and accessible to the public. If donation and the allocation of each organ can be
tracked, that will be a strong deterrent to mischief. Most importantly, the outcome of every
transplant should be monitored. TRANSTAN should make it mandatory that the transplanting
centre should report the outcome of the organ and the patient with updates at one week, one
month and one year after transplantation.

Organ donation is a highly emotive topic. When a family agrees for organ donation, they are
making a decision to be generous to some unknown person in the midst of a great personal crisis.
For this to succeed, they should have utmost trust in the process of organ donation and allocation.
Even in highly developed countries, donation rates drop temporarily when news of suspicious
practices surfaces. In India, this is even more important as controversies such as these can break
a developing programme and bring us back to square one. A reduction in donation rate will affect
patients waiting for organs as each donor can save up to seven lives. The issue must be
thoroughly investigated before newspapers and televisions proclaim a “scandal”. It does no good
to the system and can cause immeasurable harm to sick patients desperately waiting for the call
that “they have an organ”.

Mohamed Rela is professor of liver surgery, King’s College Hospital, London and Director,
Institute of Liver Disease and Transplantation, Global Hospitals Group, Chennai
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Regional Conference of Western States on Water Resources at Mumbai on 18-06-2018
Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation

Regional Conference of Western States on Water Resources
at Mumbai on 18-06-2018

Posted On: 18 JUN 2018 6:32PM by PIB Mumbai

A Regional Conference of Western States on Water Resources, an initiative by Govt. of India to
discuss the contentious issues among the five western states viz. Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and Goa was held in Mumbai today.

On this occasion, Union Minister of State for Water Resources, River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal said, pending inter-states water issues need to be solved
on priority; therefore; it is decided to organise such conferences at state level. He reiterated that,
water management is the top priority at Union Government as well as state governments. He also
added that the river basins of different states need to be connected, so basin specific states meet
will also be held. Water management, irrigation, flood management etc. were other topics which
were discussed at the conference.

 

Shri Meghwal further stated that, such conferences give an opportunity for studying details of
many pending issues related to main issue and such issues can be resolved with participation of
concerned authorities. Such conference can induce improved habits, new thoughts, and help in
appreciating field reality. All these factors will be put forth to NITI Ayog as well, so that they can
come up with new schemes.

 

This is third in the series of such initiative by the Union Government following similar Conferences
for southern states (at Hyderabad on 20.02.2018) & Eastern states (at Kolkata on 16.04.18). Shri
Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Minister of State for Water Resources, River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation chaired the Conference.

In the Conference, various issues pertaining to inter-state and intra-state river linking proposals
under Peninsular Rivers Development Component and regarding projects/schemes undertaken by
the states were discussed.  

Karnataka has raised certain issues regarding intra-state link proposals of Maharashtra
concerning them, Godavari (Akinepalli)-Cauvery (Grand Anicut) link project, Kalasa-Bandura
Nala diversion project and Dudhganga project. 

●

 

Madhya Pradesh requested for inclusion of their approved projects under Pradhaan Manthri
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) and sought central assistance for their on-going
pressurised micro-irrigation projects.

●
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Maharashtra raised the issues of finalisation of MoU to be signed among the states of
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Union Government regarding Par-Tapi-Narmada and Damanganga-
Pinjal link projects, use of Tapi regeneration flow, proposal for mega recharge of ground water
in Tapi basin, alternative proposal to Kanhan Hydro-electric project, review of water allocation
in Pench valley and reimbursement of expenditure incurred in respect of Tilari Inter-state
project from Goa.

●

 

Gujarat requested for approval of their proposal for RRR of water bodies in Saurashtra region
under PMKSY and for taking up of DPR of Damanganga – Sabarmati – Chorwad intra-state
link project by NWDA.

●

 

Goa requested for central assistance for restoring of Khazan land bunds, aquifer mapping and
methodologies for regulation of groundwater, RRR of ponds/lakes, evaluation of
environmental flows for the rivers and implementation of post monsoon harvesting structures
in the state. The state also sought its inclusion in DRIP and other flagship programmes of
MOWR, RD &GR.

●

All the issues were duly deliberated and it was broadly decided -

to further this initiative by conducting follow up meetings at appropriate level on specific
issues by the concerned states for speedy resolution and  if need be under the aegis of
Central Govt.

i.

to extend budgetary support by the Centre to the various schemes of the states under
PMKSY, CADWM etc. and through external funding from NABARD or World bank

ii.

to abide by the awards of the Tribunals and to take up any proposals by the States in
accordance with them

iii.

to await the Award of the Tribunal regarding the issues raised by the States concerning 
Mahadayi basin  and

iv.

to work in collaboration by the Centre and the States for the development and management
of water resources in the country in national interest

v.

 

Ministers of Water Resources from States of Maharashtra, Gujarat and Goa, have participated in
the Conference. Principal Secretary, Govt. of Maharashtra, Secretaries of Governments of
Karnataka and Gujarat and other senior officials from the participating states, Member (D&R),
Central Water Commission, Chairman, Central Ground Water Board, Joint Secretary (RD&PP),
MoWR,RD&GR, Director General, National Water Development Agency, Chief Engineers from
CWC & NWDA and other senior officers of Govt. of India attended the Conference.

 

*********

 

RT/BG/MAS/RCWS
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Regional Training Camp (RTC) on Socio Economic Survey (76th Round) on “Drinking water,
Sanitation, Hygiene and Housing Condition” and “Survey of Persons with Disabilities”.
Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation

Regional Training Camp (RTC) on Socio Economic Survey
(76th Round) on “Drinking water, Sanitation, Hygiene and
Housing Condition” and “Survey of Persons with
Disabilities”.

Posted On: 18 JUN 2018 11:20AM by PIB Mumbai

The 76th Round of Socio-Economic Survey on “Drinking water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Housing
Condition” and “Survey of Persons with Disabilities” will be launched by The National Sample
Survey office (NSSO) – the premier field survey office under the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation, Government of India – in collaboration with State Directorate of
Economics and Statistics, from 1st July to 31st December 2018.

The objective of the survey on “Drinking water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Housing Condition” is to
study the facilities of drinking water, sanitation along with housing facilities available to the
households and the micro environment surrounding the houses which are important determinants
of overall quality of living condition of the people of the country.

The “Survey of Persons with Disabilities” is aimed at estimating indicators of incidence and
prevalence of disability, cause of disability, age at onset of disability, facilities available to the
disabled persons, difficulties faced by them in accessing public building/transport, arrangement of
regular care giver, out-of-pocket expense relating to disability, etc. Further, estimates will be
obtained on various employment and unemployment particulars in usual status for the household
members with at least one disability.

The statistical indicators derived on the basis of the survey are required for planning and policy
making. The results of the survey will be used by various stakeholders like Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, NITI Aayog, Housing and Urban Development Corporation, Water Aid India,
UNICEF, WHO, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, ESCAP, etc. All the States, including Maharashtra will participate in this survey with a
common set of schedules and sampling design.

In order to impart training to the field functionaries , the Maharashtra (West) Region will hold its
RTC from 19th to 22nd June 2018 at its Regional Office, C.G.O Complex, CBD Belapur, Navi
Mumbai. It will also provide a platform to discuss the various intricacies regarding the upcoming
survey.

Around 100 delegates/officials are expected to attend this Regional Training Camp. Senior officers
from Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of Maharashtra will also attend the
training camp with a view to keep uniformity in survey procedures and practices followed by
central and state agencies.

BACKGROUND:

The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) has been in the service of the nation since 1950. It
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has been instrumental in developing a strong database on various Socio-Economic parameters
through its countrywide sample surveys , which have helped the Central as well as State
Governments in development of planning and policy formulations. Various agencies in India and
abroad are utilising the NSS data for estimation of poverty, construction of price indices and
assessing impact of various programmes on the pattern and level of household consumption
expenditure, employment-unemployment situation, condition of agricultural households, migration,
utilisation of health and education services, domestic tourism etc. The data made available by
NSSO on unorganised manufacturing/services sector is widely used by planners and policy
makers.

***
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Peace, both beyond and within the boundaries is crucial for rapid development of our country: Vice
President
Vice President's Secretariat

Peace, both beyond and within the boundaries is crucial for
rapid development of our country: Vice President

India believes in resolving differences through negotiations
in an atmosphere of trust and good will;

Lays foundation stone for two projects under AMRUT
Mission

Posted On: 16 JUN 2018 7:03PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that peace, both beyond
and within the boundaries is crucial for rapid development of our country. He was
addressing the gathering after laying foundation stone for Septage Management
System and Storm Water Drainage System for the benefit of the people of Itanagar
under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) Scheme, in
Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh today. The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, Brig. (Dr)
B.D. Mishra, the Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh, Shri Pema Khandu, the Deputy
Chief Minister, Shri Chowna Mein and other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

 

The Vice President said that India believes in resolving differences through
negotiations in an atmosphere of trust and good will and added that no problem or
issue is beyond solution if the intentions are right. Our country has all along
demonstrated right intentions and we don’t set our eyes on other’s properties and
would never allow others target ours, he added.

 

The Vice President called for determined efforts to address the few unresolved issues
so that this cradle of nature would prove to be a real heaven for its people. It is only in
an atmosphere of peace that the full potential of this region could be realized, he
added.

 

The Vice President said that Atal Mission will help Arunachal address infrastructure
issues relating to water supply, septage management and sewer networks, storm water
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drains, non-motorised urban transport and open spaces and parks.

 

The Vice President also recalled the launch of the AMRUT Mission in June, 2015 as
the then Minister of Urban Development.

 

The Vice President has said that winds of change are sweeping across the country
driving the much needed transformation. He further said that new energy, new resolve,
new hope, new approaches and new thinking are driving this change. North-Eastern
Region is an important vehicle of this change and can lead the march of our country on
the path of progress by reaching new horizons, he added.

 

The Vice President said that the fight against corruption must become people’s
movement. Reaching out to the people, delivering system are important in the context
of North-East and the Digital, Online, DBT, JAM are the way forward. Transparency
and accountability are very important for the success of development and for speedy
development, he added.

 

The Vice President complimented the Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh, Shri Pema
Khandu for his efforts to bring the transparency and accountability in the State of
Arunachal Pradesh.   

 

Following is the text of Vice President's address:

 

“I am indeed delighted to be here with all of you today on the happy occasion of laying
foundation stone for some important projects for the benefit of the people of Itanagar
under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT). I am glad to
have not missed this occasion as my visit to Itanagar  was virtually derailed by the
weather and I was advised to drop my visit on that count. But I was keen to come here
on two counts.

I thought that when the people of the North-East could live with the challenges of
difficult terrain and associated problems on a daily basis, why should not I take a few
risks to keep my tryst with Itanagar and make my first visit as Vice President and meet
all of you.

Second reason being that I had the good fortune of being associated with the
conceptualization and launch of the AMRUT Mission in June, 2015 as the then Minister
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of Urban  Development. This mission was one of the four major new urban missions
launched abut three years back to make a radical difference to the urban landscape of
our country. The other missions being – Smart City Mission, Swacchh Bharat Mission
and Prime Minister’s Awas Yojana (Urban). 

At that time, while formulating these new urban missions, the central government has
ensured that the towns in North-East would benefit substantially though urban
population is relatively smaller when compared to other States and regions. It was so
done with the objective of enabling the North- East herald a New Era by addressing the
serious gaps in urban infrastructure.

I share your happiness over Arunchal Preadesh getting two smart cities – Itanagar and
Pasighat. Itanagar is also among the 500 AMRUT cities in the country.

Could any one of you have imagined an investment of Rs.1,242 cr investment in
Itanagar and Rs.1,535 cr in Pasighat for core urban infrastructure development. This
order of huge investments have been approved under Smart City Mission launched in
June, 2015 and these plans are under implementation. This is a clear indication of the
major transformation taking place in the country. This is also a clear indication of ‘big
and bold’ thinking which is needed for the quick transformation of our country. I am
happy that North-East is also enthusiastically marching forward with this big and bold
thinking unlike in the past.

The new urban missions were launched three years back with a holistic perspective to
make our towns and cities better places to live. Each mission was to address specific
deficiency in urban infrastructure so that on completion of the planned projects, mission
cities would be radically different from what they were earlier. This was a paradigm shift
introduced in urban planning with the personal interest taken by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi.

To elaborate further, Atal Mission is aimed at addressing basic infrastructure deficit
relating to  water supply, septage management and sewer networks, storm water
drains, non-motorised urban transport and open spaces and parks. Smart City Mission
targeted urban mobility, core infrastructure, education and health care, improved
service delivery and efficient use of infrastructure through technology solutions.
Swachh Bharat Mission seeks to make urban areas free from Open Defecation and
solid waste menace. PMAY intends to ensure a decent home to all. This is what is a
holistic vision targeting specific outcomes in specific time frames. This is a clear
beginning of urban renaissance in our country. I am confident of ‘acche din’ in our
towns and cities on completion of these new urban missions.

I am indeed happy to be associated with the laying of foundation stone for Septage
Management project for Itanagar under which an investment of Rs.16.59 cr and Storm
Water Drainage System at a cost of Rs.14.53 cr. These two projects would help in
addressing the problems of septage flowing into near by drains and finally entering
water bodies and flooding. Given the nature of the terrain of Itanagar, it would not be
feasible to build sewer networks. I am happy that it is planned to construct 73 septic
tanks to prevent flow of sewer into water bodies, a 100 kilo liter per day capacity
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septage treatment plant besides procurement of 18 suction vehicles.  The byproducts
of treated septage include Biogas, Reused Water and Organic Manure. This avoids
public health and environmental hazards.

Storm Water Drainage System planned will avoid flooding which many times leads to
huge loss of life and assets. This is necessary as Itanagar receives annual rainfall of
2,229 mm per year. I am glad the city and state governments are rising to the occasion
taking advantage of Atal Mission. I hope that these projects would be successfully
executed in time so that the people of Itanagar can heave a sigh of relief.

I am also particularly happy that  the urban planning and execution capacities of city
governments are fast improving under the new urban missions. Adequate capacity
building is crucial to address chronic urban problems.   

Friends !

Winds of change are sweeping across the country driving the much needed
transformation. New energy, New resolve, New hope, New approaches and New
thinking are driving this change. North-Eastern Region is an important vehicle of this
change.

For long, it used to be  said that the North-East needs to be brought into the
mainstream. Not anymore. The current flavor is that the so called mainstream needs to
rally behind the North-East as this region is the gateway to realizing the Act East Policy
as our country strives further expand partnerships with the leading growth centres of
the world.

North East is yet another jewel in the crown of India given its strategic location and
huge potential. Arunachal Pradesh has a pride of place in our national scheme of
things being a very important border state.

The people of North East are cultured, educated and enlightened. They can prove to be
effective vehicles of enterprise and progress if adequately empowered and  backed up.
I would like to assure the people of North East of the full support and good wishes of
your fellow citizens and the Government of India. It is an undeniable fact  that the
development of North East and the rest of our country are closely interlinked.

Peace, both beyond  and within our boundaries is crucial for rapid development of our
country. True to our civilisational values, we are a peace loving nation. We believe in
resolving differences through negotiations in an atmosphere of trust and good will. No
problem or issue is beyond solution if the intentions are right. Our country has all along
demonstrated right intentions. We don’t set our eyes on other’s properties and would
never allow others target ours.

Who would have imagined that the top leadership of the USA  and North Korea shake
hands and sit across the  table in the quest for the much desired peace. This historic
summit in Singapore earlier this week underlines the importance of peace for the 
progress of humanity across the oceans. Let mankind live and progess in an
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atmosphere of peace.

North Eastern Region was troubled by violence for  too long. People of this region are
now longing for peace in their quest for a better life. Let all of us make determined
efforts to address the few unresolved issues so that this cradle of nature would prove to
be a real heaven for its people. It is only in an atmosphere of peace that the full
potential of this region could be realized.

I would like the North Eastern Region to lead the march of our country on the path of
progress by reaching new horizons.

I am indeed  delighted to be here today against all  odds. Otherwise, my heart would
have got heavier.

I thank the Chief  Minister and all  concerned for this opportunity.

Thank you all ! Jai Norht-East ! Jai Arunachal Pradesh !

Jai Hind ! Jai Bharat !”

***

AKT/BK/RK
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Narendra Modi’s vision of cooperative federalism

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has a unique background. No other Indian PM served as the chief
minister of a state for 12 consecutive years before moving on immediately to take on the mantle of
leadership in Delhi. This gives him a somewhat different perspective to governance: an
understanding of the centrality, importance and needs of states where most decisions and
schemes of the government are implemented coupled with a macro policy outlook of being at the
apex at the Centre. Modi brought this understanding to the table at the Niti Aayog Governing
Council meeting on Sunday, when he emphasised the spirit of “cooperative federalism” and what
he calls Team India, the collective of the Centre and the states.

At the council itself, the discussions hovered on specific points: achieving a TB-free India; export
promotion; ease of doing business; agriculture and MNREGA; kicking off Ayushman Bharat;
development of the Northeast; and more. But the broader message in the remarks of both the PM
and the chief ministers was this: the Centre and state need to work together, closely, if India’s
development and economic goals have to met. This is often forgotten in India’s competitive
political and polarised landscape. The constitutional scheme provides for division of
responsibilities. Take law and order: the Centre can provide broad direction, step in when
required, beef up security, but ultimately, it is a state subject. It is the same for agriculture and
health delivery. There can be broad policy formulation in Delhi, but the room for initiative and
implementation is with state governments.

Over the past few years, Indian federalism has entered a new phase. With a strong central
government, for the most part, Delhi has asserted its authority on issues like foreign affairs. The
fact that the BJP is in power at both the Centre and by itself, or along with allies, in 19 states,
lends greater convergence in policy. But it also makes the Centre more powerful in some ways. At
the same time, with the recommendation of the Fourteenth Finance Commission, states have
greater control over finances and resources which they can allocate for service delivery. The rise
of regional parties has also given them greater political weight. Modi’s ‘Team India’ vision rests on
maintaining the right balance between these two strands.
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Google to train 8,000 Indian journalists on fact checking

To guard journalists from falling prey to false news stories, Google India on Tuesday said it will
provide training to 8,000 journalists in English and six other Indian languages in the next one year.

For this, the Google News Initiative India Training Network will select 200 journalists from cities
across India who will hone their skills in verification and training during five-day train-the-trainer
boot camps that will be organised for English and six other Indian languages.

This network of certified trainers will then train more journalists at two-day, one-day and half-day
workshops organised by the Network.

Training workshops will be conducted in English, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Bengali, Marathi and
Kannada in cities across India, Google India said in a statement.

The focus of the training will be fact-checking, online verification and digital hygiene for journalists,
using a curriculum built by experts from First Draft, Storyful, AltNews, BoomLive, Factchecker.in
and DataLeads.

“Supporting trusted, authoritative media sources is a top priority for Google, which is why we are
proud to collaborate with Internews, DataLeads and BoomLive to support journalists in their fight
against misinformation in India,” said Irene Jay Liu, Google News Lab Lead, Asia-Pacific.

“Our goal is to train more than 200 trainers, who will then train 8,000 journalists in six languages
over the next year, making this Google’s largest training network in the world,” Liu added.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!

Please enter a valid email address.

Useful for faster diagnosis of disease, allowing surgical removal before it spreads
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Workshop on Cyber Security Framework - 2018
Ministry of Defence

Workshop on Cyber Security Framework - 2018

Posted On: 19 JUN 2018 4:18PM by PIB Delhi

A workshop on Cyber Security Framework for Department of Defence was organised
by DDP, Ministry of Defence. The workshop was inaugurated by RakshaMantri Smt
Nirmala Sitharaman.

During her address, Smt Sitharaman stressed upon the fact that Defence sector is
more prone to the cyber threats and hence it becomes important to safeguard our
cyberspace with anticipation of possible attacks. The RakshaMantri congratulated
Department of Defence Production for formulating Cyber Security Framework for
DDPand also establishing Cyber Security Cells at various levels to handle cyber
security related issues. She further touched upon the requirement of creating the work
force in all establishments in accordance with the nation’s vision to become a dominant
force in cyber space.

Earlier addressing the participants Secretary (Defence Production)Dr. Ajay Kumar
emphasised that all Defence PSUs and Ordnance Factories are increasingly relying on
Information Technology. However, any compromise in Information and Cyber Security
in Defence Production environment can have far reaching consequences on
effectiveness of our defence forces and national security. Therefore, it is important to
establish a strong, robust and resilient cyber security infrastructure on priority basis.
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Joint Secretary and Chief Information Security Officer of DDP, Dr Amit Sahai who
welcomed the participants to the workshop, explained that this one day workshop has
been organised by the Ministry of Defence to bring in synchronised approach for cyber
security based on frame work document released by the Department of Defence
Production in 2018. The framework which is in line with National policies & guidelines,
provides a common mechanism for all organisations to describe their current cyber
security posture & the target area for cyber security, identify and prioritize opportunities
for improvement and continuously assess progress towards the target area.  More than
100 Chief Information Security officers from Directorate General Quality Assurance
(DGQA), Directorate General of Aeronautical Quality Assurance (DGAQA), Directorate
of Standardisation, Defence PSUs and Ordnance Factories are participating in the
workshop.

 

*********

 

SRR/Nampi/HS
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Address by the President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind at the India-Greece business forum
meeting
President's Secretariat

Address by the President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind at
the India-Greece business forum meeting

Posted On: 19 JUN 2018 3:25PM by PIB Delhi

I am happy to  address the India-Greece Business Forum.  First of all, I would like to thank
Entreprise Greece for bringing us together this morning. I am  happy that  30 companies from
India, led by the Confederation of Indian Industry, the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, the Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Agriculture
and the Trade Promotion Council of India are participating in this business engagement.

1.

India and Greece are two ancient civilizations. Our economic, trade and cultural engagement
go back over 2500 years. There was flourishing trade network between Greece and India as
early as the 3rd century  BC.  With such rich history of engagement to inspire and build on,
one cannot, perhaps, be more optimistic of the future of India-Greece trade and investment
relations.  

1.

Yesterday, I had meaningful discussions with President Pavlopoulus on the way forward for
India-Greece relations.  Both of us were convinced that there is immense potential to take
India-Greece economic ties to a higher level. Similar sentiments were echoed in my
interaction with Prime Minister Tsipras There are ample opportunities for our businesses to
grow in the areas of trade, technology and investment.  

1.

Our bilateral trade at US Dollars 530 million is way below what had been achieved in the
past, and what possibly could be a reasonable target for the future. As per market survey,
with some efforts this can easily be made to cross US Dollars 1 billion in the next few years.
My Government is keen to take lead in this effort. We have accepted the Greek
Government’s invitation to be the “Honoured Country” at the ThessalonikiInternational Fair,
Greece’s flagship business event, to be held in September 2019.  I hope this will   give a
major boost to our bilateral trade. And while the two Governments are taking lead, we would
expect Chambers of Commerce, Export Promotion Councils and Industry Groups to
participate in the Thessaloniki fair in large numbers and make our partcipation a grand
success. 

1.

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

There are clear complementarities  between the Indian and Greek economies. Both have
their strong points. India happens to be the fastest growing major economy in the world with
a growth rate of 7.7%.  We have undertaken  an ambitous plan to build next-generation
infrastructure including 100 Smart Cities, airports, high-speed trains, highways and cyber
connectivity. Last year, we built nearly 10,000 kilometers of national highways – that is 27
kilometers daily, almost double the speed few years  ago.  Our Sagarmala project proposes
to develop a string of new ports including  5 major ports along our vast coastline. It has

1.
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initiated a robust programme for portled industrialisation and connectivity. We have  also
designated 111 rivers as National Waterways. In addition, we have opened coastal shipping 
to international players. These measures will change the way we harness our maritime and
inland river transport corridors in India.

 

To boost our manufacturing sector and Make In India programme, we have undertaken
pathbreaking reforms. The most transformative of them has been the introduction of Goods
and Services Tax which makes India into a single unified tax market  for the first time in its
modern history.  We have repealed over   1400   outdated laws. Both the Central and State
Governments have undertaken over 10,000 measures to make it easier for business to
establish and grow in India.  Due to these reforms, we have jumped 42 places in the World
Bank Ease of Doing Business Index in the last four years. As a result, Foreign Direct
Investment flows into India have risen from US dollars 36 billion in 2013-14 to US dollars 60
billion in 2016-17.  All in all, India is set to be a 5 trillion dollar  economy by 2025 with the 3rd

largest consumer market in the world. This sort of growth and demand opens up immense
business  opportunities.

1.

 

The Greek economy has global reputation in several  fields including shipping, tourism and
agriculture. I would encourage greek shipping, agriculture, food processing, tourism,
infrastructure, technology, defence and Start-up companies to look at investment and
technology tie-up openings in India. There are lucrative opportunities for the Greek Shipping
Industry in the Indian growth story. Greece is also a frontrunner in agriculture and food
processing sectors. We have a target to double farm incomes by 2022 in India.  This
represents major prospects for Greek agro-based companies. There are opportunities for us
to collaborate in defence manufacturing, pharma, tourism, real-estate, entertainment,
infrastructure and technology sectors as well. Both our countries have a strong renewable
energy programme, especially in the solar energy sector. India’s target is to produce 175
Gigawatt of renewable power by 2022.  We should explore how we can leverage each
other’s strength in the field. On the Start-up side, India has the third largest network in the
world. I undertand that Greece also has a niche start-up sector in place.  We should explore
opportunities in this sector as well.

1.

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Indian companies have a  global standing in the fields of IT, pharmaceuticals, infrastructure,
automobiles, energy, technology,  entertainment and hospitality sectors. We have our
business representatives from these sectors present here. There are still others here from
agriculture, electronics, real-estate, footwear, mining and skill development  sectors.  I am
hopeful they  would all  have an engaging day ahead with their greek counterparts. On skills
side, I must highlight that we have an ambitious Skill India programme to train 150 million
youth by 2022. Greece with its proven capacity in the tourism sector could be a potential
partner for developing skills for the hospitality sector in India.

1.

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
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Opportunities before us are manifold. It is for us  to  see how we convert them into real
business prospects. I wish the participants in this business engagement a fruitful day of
deliberations and discussions.  

1.

 

Thank you.

***
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(Release ID: 1535887) Visitor Counter : 288

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-06-20

President of India addresses a foreign policy think tank in Athens
President's Secretariat

President of India addresses a foreign policy think tank in
Athens

Says India-EU must work together to combat terrorism and
radicalisation

Calls for further strengthening India-EU economic ties

Also addresses India-Greek business forum; invites Greek
shipping companies to participate in Sagarmala project

Posted On: 19 JUN 2018 2:53PM by PIB Delhi

The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, addressed a gathering of diplomats, policymakers
and academics in Athens today (June 19, 2018) on the subject “India and Europe in a Changing
World”. The event was organised by the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy
(ELIAMEP) – a leading foreign policy think tank in Greece and in Europe.

The President said that India is committed to world peace. He said that India sees peace not just
as the absence of conflict but as a reflection of sustainable development and indeed of any effort
that anticipates and prevents strife and suffering. When we work for combating climate change, we
contribute to world peace. When we assist other developing countries, as per their priorities, and
strive for a less unequal world we contribute to world peace. When we rescue and evacuate not
just our own citizens from troubled regions, but those of 40 other countries – as we did during the
Yemen crisis of 2015 – we contribute to world peace. When we put considerable troops and
resources at the disposal of United Nations peacekeeping operations, we contribute to world
peace.

President said that radicalisation and terrorism are pressing global concerns. Pockets of instability
and extremism can be found in the region to Europe’s east and India’s west. They are a worry for
both Europe and India. Promotion of terrorism by state and non-state actors; extremism in a
variety of forms and rooted in senseless hate; the proliferation of sensitive weapons; the use of
regular communication and financial channels by terror groups – these pose a challenge to not
one nation or the other but to all humanity.

The President said that India and the EU must persuade the world to not distinguish between so-
called “good” and “bad” terrorists, to shame and sanction state sponsors of terrorism, and to
strengthen multilateral platforms such as the Financial Action Task Force and the Global Counter-
Terrorism Forum. He expressed India’s willingness to share its domestic experiences and success
stories in a manner that may be useful to EU.
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On clean energy and climate change, the President said that India and the EU are united in their
commitment to the 2015 Paris Agreement. India is scaling up the share of non-fossil fuels in its
energy mix. This will go up from the current 31 per cent to 53 per cent by 2027. We are targeting
175 gigawatts of renewable energy, of which 100 gigawatts will be solar energy, he said. The
President invited Greece to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA). He also expressed
happiness at the European Investment Bank’s willingness to mobilise finance for affordable solar
energy projects in ISA member countries.

The EU is among India’s largest trading partners. President said that EU is a critical source of
investment and technology, especially for sustainability programmes. Indian companies are
significant investors in the EU, in industries as far apart as pharmaceuticals and automobile
components. President Kovind said that India remains committed to an India-EU Broad-based
Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA), to be achieved in a generous spirit of mutual
accommodation and of pragmatism.

Earlier in the day, the President addressed the India – Greek Business Forum meeting in Athens.

Speaking on the occasion, the President said that India-Greek bilateral trade at US Dollars 530
million is way below its potential. With some efforts this can easily be made to cross US Dollars 1
billion in the next few years and India is keen to take lead in this effort.

The President said that there are clear complementarities between the Indian and Greek
economies. He urged Greek shipping, agriculture, food processing, tourism, infrastructure,
technology, defence and Start-up companies to look at investment and technology tie-up openings
in India. He stated that there are lucrative opportunities for the Greek Shipping Industry in India's
ambitious Sagarmala project. He also touched upon the opportunities to collaborate in defence
manufacturing, pharma, tourism, real-estate, entertainment, infrastructure and technology sectors
as well.

Yesterday evening (June 18, 2018), the President attended a banquet hosted in his honour by the
President of Greece. Speaking on the occasion, the President said that both India and Greece
have a common stake in promoting multilateralism and global peace and security. He thanked the
Government of Greece for its consistent support for India’s candidature for a permanent seat in
the UN Security Council. He also highlighted the possibility of collaborating in areas of renewable
energy and climate change.

Later in the day (June 19, 2018), the President departed for Suriname – the second leg of his visit
to three countries – Greece, Suriname and Cuba.

 

Click here for President’s speech

 

***
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India’s proposed Assumption Island deal drifts

Not convinced:Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Seychelles President Danny Faure in New Delhi
earlier this year.PTI  

Nearly two weeks after an official announcement by Seychelles President Danny Faure cancelling
the agreement with India for the development of Assumption Island in the Indian Ocean, the
government has refused to respond to the move, with Defence sources saying they are yet to be
informed of the decision.

“We have seen the reports. We are awaiting further details,” an official told The Hindu on Saturday
referring to a press conference by Mr. Faure on June 4 when he announced that the “Assumption
project will not move forward”.

“In next year’s budget, we will put funds for us to build a coast guard facility on Assumption
ourselves. It is important for us to ensure that we have a military post in this area,” Mr. Faure told
journalists in Victoria, according to the Seychelles News Agency.

Mr. Faure made it clear that he would have no further discussions on the subject with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi when he visited India on June 25 and 26, and that he was not going table
it in the Seychelles National Assembly for ratification. The External Affairs Ministry refused to
comment on the issue despite several requests.

Security setback

The decision by the Seychelles President to drop the deal in the face of protests over a perceived
loss of sovereignty is a blow to the government’s “SAGAR” (Security and Growth for All in the
Region) programme, announced by Mr. Modi during a visit to Indian Ocean Rim (IOR) countries in
March 2015.

It also comes amid India’s troubles with another IOR country, the Maldives, where the government
has demanded that India withdraw two helicopters, pilots and personnel from its atolls that had
been sent there to help with maritime patrols.

Discussions regarding development of Assumption Island began in 2003, but were formalised in
2015 during Mr. Modi’s visit.

The deal was to include a 20-year access to the base, as well as permission to station some
military personnel on ground with facilities on the island funded by India, owned by the Seychelles
and jointly managed by both sides. In a reply in Parliament, the Ministry said that the agreement
was “renegotiated” at the request of the Government of Seychelles in January to help push the
deal through the National Assembly.

Attempts futile

However, despite two visits by the Foreign Secretary (in January by then Foreign Secretary S.
Jaishankar and in May by Vijay Gokhale), as well as discussions during two meetings between Mr.
Modi and Mr. Faure on the sidelines of the Solar Summit in Delhi and the Commonwealth Summit
in London, Victoria and New Delhi appear to have been unable to save the deal.

In an attempt to engage with the Opposition in the Seychelles that had led protests against the
agreement, India had raised the issue with Leader of the Opposition Wavel Ramkalawan, who was
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a special guest at the PIO Parliamentary Conference this year, which was addressed by the Prime
Minister and External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and had met President Ram Nath Kovind.

However, he rebuffed the Indian request, saying during a speech in New Delhi that “Seychelles
would never accept any naval base of any country, be it the U.S. or India or any other”. Naval
officials pointed out that India’s defence maritime cooperation with the Seychelles is long-standing
and some of the upgrade work on Assumption Island was already under way. According to a
source, India has resurfaced the old airstrip on the island as part of the infrastructure development
project worth over $500 million. The cancellation of the agreement in a strategically important
island could have far-reaching implications, said a government analyst, who preferred not to be
named.
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Black money seized from Maoists: SIT

Justice Arijit Pasayat, vice-chairman of a Supreme Court-appointed Special Investigation Team on
black money, disclosed on Saturday that a huge amount of black money has been recovered from
Maoists.

He also said that illegal property purchased with black money in the name of various Maoist
leaders has been seized by various investigating agencies. He added that this is a new angle that
has come under the scanner of the SIT.

While refusing to divulge the exact amount of money recovered, he also said that the Maoists are
also engaged in trade of illegal narcotic drugs.

“The DRI and ED sleuths have seized narcotic drugs amounting to crores of rupees while being
transported from Malkanagiri areas of Odisha to Kolkata, Lucknow and New Delhi”, Justice
Pasayat said.

He further disclosed that over Rs. 700 crore of tax has been recovered from at least six
educational institutions across the country.
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Defend the deal: on Iran nuclear deal

Iran’s notification to the UN that it would launch a plan to increase its uranium enrichment capacity
illustrates the risks associated with the U.S. withdrawal from the nuclear deal last month. The
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, reached among the five permanent members of the UN
Security Council, besides Germany, the European Union and Iran, in 2015, curtailed Tehran’s
nuclear programme in return for the lifting of international sanctions. But after President Donald
Trump withdrew the U.S. from the agreement and threatened to impose new sanctions on Iran, its
survival is in question. For now, the other signatories say they remain committed to the
agreement. But almost a month after Mr. Trump announced his decision, they are yet to come up
with a framework to salvage the deal. The latest Iranian announcement is perhaps aimed at
turning the heat up on European powers to come up with guarantees that the deal’s benefits will
be in place even with U.S. sanctions. According to the deal, Iran can enrich uranium, but under
tight restrictions. Iran now says it would open a centre for the production of new centrifuges at its
Natanz facility, which could be used for enrichment. Tehran could argue that it is not technically
violating the agreement as long as it does not produce centrifuges. But the move to open a
production facility, that too soon after Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei called for
preparations to speed up uranium enrichment, could be seen as a provocative step by the
remaining parties to the agreement.

Instead of such posturing, both Iran and Europe would do well to shift their focus to preserving the
integrity of the agreement. If Europe remains politically committed to the agreement as it claims,
there have to be proper measures to circumvent the impact of U.S. sanctions. It is not yet clear
whether European companies will make any significant investments in Iran, or even continue to do
business in the country, once U.S. sanctions start targeting them. Earlier, European countries had
discussed providing companies that do business with Iran special financing from the European
Investment Bank and passing legislation to protect them from U.S. sanctions — but no decision
has been taken so far. The EU says it can create conditions for Iran to continue to benefit from the
deal but is wary of giving any guarantee. Iran has made it clear that the U.S. withdrawal should not
affect its oil exports and access to the SWIFT international bank payments messaging system.
The way forward is to continue a dialogue to find an economic and legislative package that would
shield European companies and Iranian economic interests from U.S. sanctions. For that, Europe
has to assure Iran it will stand up to U.S. pressure, as Iran remains cooperative and compliant with
the terms of the 2015 agreement.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!
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The new biofuels policy is high on ambition, but success will depend on the details
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No longer seeing eye to eye?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the U.S. Defence Secretary James Mattis in Singapore. Photo
courtesy: PIB   | Photo Credit: AFP

At his speech at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore last week, billed as a major foreign policy
statement, Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke of India and the U.S.’s “shared vision” of an open
and secure Indo-Pacific region. Yet his words differed so much from those of U.S. Defence
Secretary James Mattis, who spoke at the same event, that it seemed clear that New Delhi and
Washington no longer see eye-to-eye on this issue, and several others as well.

To begin with, Mr. Modi referred to the Indo-Pacific, a term coined by the U.S. for the Indian and
Pacific Oceans region, as a natural geographical region, not a strategic one, while Mr. Mattis
called the Indo-Pacific a “priority theatre” and a “subset of [America’s] broader security strategy”
for his military command, now renamed the Indo-Pacific Command. While Mr. Modi referred to
India’s good relations with the U.S., Russia and China in equal measure, Mr. Mattis vowed to
counter China’s moves in the Indo-Pacific, and referred to the U.S. National Defence Strategy
released this January, which puts both China and Russia in its crosshairs as the world’s two
“revisionist powers”.

The divergence in their positions, admittedly, are due more to a shift in New Delhi’s position over
the past year than in the U.S.’s, when Mr. Modi and President Donald Trump met at the White
House. A year ago, the Modi government seemed clear in its intention to counter China’s growing
clout in its neighbourhood, especially post-Doklam, challenge the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
and back a Quadrilateral grouping of India, the U.S., Japan and Australia to maintain an open
Indo-Pacific. Today, the Doklam issue has been buried, the BRI isn’t as much a concern as
before, and the government’s non-confrontational attitude to the Maldives and Nepal indicates a
softened policy on China in the neighbourhood. Meanwhile, Mr. Modi now essays a closer
engagement with Chinese President Xi Jinping and a relationship reset with China after the
Wuhan meeting.

The Quad formation, which is holding its second official meeting today in Singapore, has also
been given short shrift. India rejected an Australian request to join maritime exercises along with
the U.S. and Japan this June, and Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba said quite plainly last month
that there was no plan to “militarise” the Quad. Contrast this with India’s acceptance of military
exercises with countries of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), the Russia-China led
grouping it will join this week in Qingdao, and one can understand some of the confusion in
Washington. Pentagon officials, who had come to accept India’s diffidence on signing outstanding
India-U.S. foundational agreements, are now left scratching their heads as India publicly enters
the international arena in the corner with Russia and China, while proclaiming its intention to
continue energy deals with Iran and Venezuela in defiance of American sanctions.

In a world where summits between leaders have replaced grand strategy, the optics are even
clearer. Mr. Modi will have met Mr. Xi and Russian President Vladimir Putin four-five times each by
the end of the year, if one counts informal and formal summits, as well as meetings at the SCO,
BRICS and G-20. In contrast, nearly half the year has gone in just scheduling the upcoming 2+2
meet of Indian and U.S. Ministers of Defence and Foreign Affairs.

Trade protectionism is clearly the other big point of divergence between India and the U.S., which
have in recent months taken each other to the World Trade Organisation on several issues. There
has been a surge in disputes between the two countries: on the new American steel and
aluminium tariffs, the proposed cuts in H1B professional visas and cancellation of H4 spouse
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visas, on India’s tariffs and resistance to U.S. exports of dairy and pork products, on Indian price
reductions on medical devices, and Reserve Bank of India rules on data localisation on Indian
servers for U.S. companies.

The row over Harley-Davidson motorcycles is a case in point, where what should have been a
small chink in the relationship has ended up denting the discourse quite seriously. When Mr.
Trump announced to Harley executives and union representatives in February last year that he
would stop countries “taking advantage” of them, no one in New Delhi paid much attention. Over
the year, Mr. Trump grew more vocal in this demand, including twice during meetings with Mr.
Modi in Washington and Manila, calling for India to scrap its 75-100% tariffs, given that the U.S.
imposes zero tariffs on the import of Indian Royal Enfield motorcycles. Mr. Modi tried to
accommodate U.S. concerns, and even called Mr. Trump on February 8 this year to tell him that
tariffs were about to be cut to 50%. But after Mr. Trump divulged the contents of their conversation
publicly, trade talks were driven into a rut. Officials in Washington still say that if India were to
slash its rates, it would see major benefits in other areas of commerce, while officials in New Delhi
say that with Mr. Trump having gone public with Mr. Modi’s offer, it would be impossible to back
down any further. In fact, a new cess has taken tariffs back up to 70%.

The biggest challenges to a common India-U.S. vision are now emerging from the new U.S. law
called Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act and the U.S.’s withdrawal from
the Iran nuclear deal with the threat of more secondary sanctions. Both actions have a direct
impact on India, given its high dependence on defence hardware from Russia and its considerable
energy interests in Iran. In particular, India’s plans to acquire the Russian S-400 missile system
will become the litmus test of whether India and the U.S. can resolve their differences. Clearly the
differences over a big ticket deal like this should have been sorted out long before the decisions
were made; yet there is no indication that the Trump administration and the Modi government took
each other into confidence before doing so.

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s avowal of the S-400 agreement, and Foreign Minister
Sushma Swaraj’s open defiance of U.S. sanctions on Russia, Iran and Venezuela at separate
press conferences this month couldn’t have helped. It also didn’t help that owing to Mr. Trump’s
sudden decision to sack Rex Tillerson as Secretary of State in March, the 2+2 meeting in April,
which may have clarified matters, was put off. The truth is, building a relationship with the Trump
administration in the past year has been tricky for both South Block and the Indian Embassy in
Washington, as more than 30 key administration officials have quit or have been sacked — they
have had to deal with three National Security Advisers, two Chiefs of Staff, as well as two
Secretaries of State as interlocutors.

It is equally clear that the India-U.S. equation isn’t balancing out quite the way it did last year,
when Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump first announced the idea of the “2+2” dialogue. Ms. Swaraj, Ms.
Sitharaman and their American counterparts have their work cut out for them during their
upcoming meeting in Washington on July 6. If a week is a long time in politics, in geopolitics today
a year is an eternity.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in
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Limits to dialogue

“There have been at least a couple of civil society dialogue initiatives over the Cauvery dispute in
the past.” Water being released from the Cauvery for 'Aadi Perukku', the monsoon festival in the
month of Aadi, at the Mettur reservoir in Tamil Nadu on August 3, 1991.   | Photo Credit: THE
HINDU ARCHIVES

Makkal Needhi Maiam founder Kamal Haasan’s joint press interaction on June 4 with Karnataka
Chief Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy has triggered a huge controversy. What did Mr. Haasan say
that was so provocative? He said that the court should be the last resort for dispute resolution and
that people-to-people contact should be promoted to find the way forward. Various political leaders
have asked: “What is Mr. Haasan’s locus standi? Won’t it weaken Tamil Nadu’s case, particularly
in a situation where there is a stiff resistance towards the formation of the Cauvery Water
Management Authority (CWMA) from the Karnataka Chief Minister?”

Ever since the Supreme Court delivered its final judgment on February 16, the situation in both
States has been broiling. Although the final judgment brought some initial celebration in
Karnataka, it was accompanied by apprehension that constituting the CWMA would be against
Karnataka’s interest. At the moment, the CWMA is not fully constituted because three full-time
members have not been appointed and there are no nominations from Kerala and Karnataka. The
Water Resources Secretary, who is the temporary Chair of the Authority, has indicated that it
might take some time before the CWMA becomes a comprehensive body. But the Authority should
have been fully formal and functional, according to court’s final verdict, before the start of the
irrigation year, which is June 1. If one goes resolutely by the law, the long-pending Cauvery
dispute should come to a close after the final verdict and after the CWMA becomes fully and
legally functional. But doubts still linger in people’s minds. The situation in Karnataka before and
after the verdict has changed very little, which can be gauged from the fact that actor and Rajini
Makkal Mandram founder Rajinikanth’s movie Kaala is being resisted severely by Kannada
chauvinistic groups and has been banned by the Karnataka Film Chamber of Commerce, which
has been supported unofficially by Mr. Kumaraswamy. Therefore, the question is, will Tamil Nadu
farmers get water as per the schedule prescribed in the final award upheld by the apex court?

It needs to be acknowledged that the Cauvery dispute is the longest and most bitter inter-State
water dispute that has been fought post-Independence. It has been almost three decades since
the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal was constituted. We have gone through a full legal cycle;
yet, uncertainty and tension remain in both States. So, it this an appropriate time to initiate people-
to-people contact, as suggested by Mr. Haasan?

If we recall, there have been at least a couple of civil society dialogue initiatives in the past (what
is regarded as Track II diplomacy). The first such dialogue took place in 1992. It was initiated by S.
Guhan, a distinguished civil servant and former Secretary, Finance and Planning, Tamil Nadu
government. The meeting was held in Bengaluru and was attended by S. Ranganathan, S.
Manavalan and N. Ram. From the Karnataka side, the meeting was attended by H.N. Nanje
Gowda, M.D. Nanjundaswami and B.K. Chandrashekhar. It is important to remember that this
unofficial dialogue was organised after the declaration of the interim award in 1991, which was
followed by unprecedented violence in Karnataka. The total number of Tamilians killed in the 1991
violence was 18 and an estimated 2 lakh Tamilians left Karnataka in a month. Against this
background, this dialogue opened up a new chapter in dispute resolution and was appreciated as
a positive approach by people in both States.

The second civil society dialogue, which I initiated in 2003, followed the eruption of violence in
2002. As an initial measure, two farmers’ dialogue workshops — one in Tamil Nadu (held on April
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4 and 5) and the other in Karnataka (June 2 and 3) — were organised. Many prominent people
and scholars, besides over 100 farmers and farmers’ leaders from both States, participated in the
initial two meetings. After the initial meetings, a committee was formed with 15 members from
each State. This committee later came to be known as the Cauvery Family. It had advisers such
as Ramaswamy R. Iyer, B.S. Bhavani Shankar, and Gangappa. The Cauvery Family met 18 times
in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, alternatively, between 2003 and 2012 and finally evolved five water-
sharing formulae. There continued to be differences of opinion, especially on sharing water during
deficit years. The most significant feature of this dialogue initiative was that the members of the
Cauvery Family developed a long-term perspective and affirmed their faith in caring, sharing and
promoting a feeling of fraternity. What the Cauvery Family could contribute was best described by
Ramaswamy Iyer: “The one positive element in this entire unedifying spectacle of State against
State and people against people has been the Cauvery Family — a loose and informal group of
Cauvery basin farmers from both Karnataka and Tamil Nadu — which is now known
internationally. Unfortunately, while it has brought about remarkable mutual understanding and
goodwill between the farmers of the two States, it has not so far been able — in spite of several
meetings — to arrive at an agreed settlement, including a distress-sharing formula, which can be
presented to the Tribunal and the Supreme Court. Even the understanding and goodwill achieved
by it is under threat in the present situation of conflict and hostility between the two States, at both
official and non-official levels.” (“Bridge over the river Cauvery”, October 16, 2012, The Hindu.)

The Cauvery Family last met in 2012. It did not meet after that due to lack of recognition and
patronage from political parties and other official institutions. Curiously, after the 2016 violence
and after the declaration of the Supreme Court’s final verdict this year, several people from
Karnataka and a few in Tamil Nadu approached me for reviving the Cauvery Family. I took a
strong negative position because the legal recourse has taken a full cycle (and it took nearly 40
years) and the stage is set to see the value of the legal route in resolving the dispute. The nation is
waiting to see the dispute coming to an end, though not to everyone’s pleasure.

Mr. Haasan’s press statement with Mr. Kumaraswamy, advocating people-to-people contact,
needs to be seen in this context. He could have waited for at least a year to see how effectively
the CWMA functions before making such a statement. Under the present conditions, seeking
people-to-people contact for a social dialogue is unwise, untimely and uncalled for.

S. Janakarajan is President, South Asia Consortium for Interdisciplinary Water Resources Studies
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Gene mapping of 3,000 bacteria to help fight deadly superbugs

Disease control: Researchers can use the database to develop new diagnostic tests, vaccines.   |
Photo Credit: Special Arrangement

Scientists seeking new ways to fight drug-resistant superbugs have mapped the genomes of more
than 3,000 bacteria, including samples of a bug taken from Alexander Fleming’s nose and a
dysentery-causing strain from a First World War soldier.

The DNA of deadly strains of plague, dysentery and cholera were also decoded in what the
researchers said was an effort to better understand some of the world’s most dangerous diseases
and develop new ways to fight them.

New antibiotics

The samples from Fleming — the British scientist credited with discovering the first antibiotic,
penicillin, in 1928 — were among more than 5,500 bugs at Britain’s National Collection of Type
Cultures (NCTC).

The first bacteria to be deposited in the NCTC was a strain of dysentery-causing Shigella flexneri
that was isolated in 1915 from a soldier in the trenches of First World War. “Knowing very
accurately what bacteria looked like before and during the introduction of antibiotics and vaccines,
and comparing them to current strains, ... shows us how they have responded to these
treatments,” said Julian Parkhill of Britain’s Wellcome Sanger Institute who co-led the research.
“This in turn helps us develop new antibiotics and vaccines.”

Specialists estimate that around 70% of bacteria are already resistant to at least one antibiotic that
is commonly used to treat them. This has made the evolution of “superbugs” that can evade one
or multiple drugs one of the biggest threats facing medicine today.

Among the most serious risks are tuberculosis — which infects more than 10.4 million people a
year and killed 1.7 million in 2016 alone — and gonorrhoea, a sexually transmitted disease that
infects 78 million people a year and which the WHO says is becoming almost untreatable. The
genomic maps of the 3,000 strains are to be published on the NCTC’s website and made freely
available to researchers worldwide to help them in the development of potential new diagnostic
tests, vaccines or treatments.
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The quadrivalent vaccine will have two A virus strains — H1N1 and H3N2 — and two B virus
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Cabinet approves the extension of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Netherlands on technical cooperation in the field of Spatial Planning, Water Management and
Mobility Management
Cabinet

Cabinet approves the extension of Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between India and Netherlands on
technical cooperation in the field of Spatial Planning, Water
Management and Mobility Management

Posted On: 06 JUN 2018 3:29PM by PIB Delhi

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Netherlands on technical
cooperation in the field of Spatial Planning, Water Management and Mobility Management in April,
2018.

 

 

Details

The objectives of this MoU are to promote and strengthen the collaboration between the
signatories in the areas of Spatial Planning, Water Management and Mobility Management on the
basis of equivalence, affordable housing, smart city development, geographical information
system (GIS) for water supply & sewerage system, waste water reuse and recycle, conservation
of fresh water by artificial recharge of aquifer, integrated  solid waste management and heritage
conservation and mutual benefit, taking into account the practical needs of both the countries.

 

Implementation strategy

Under this MoU, a Joint Working Group (JWG) will be set up to strategize and implement
programmes on cooperation under the framework of the MoU. The Joint Working Group will meet
once in a year, alternately in the Netherlands and in India.

 

Major Impact

The MoU will promote bilateral cooperation in the field of Spatial Planning, Water Management
and Mobility Management between the two countries.
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Beneficiaries

The MoU is expected to create employment in the areas of Spatial Planning, Water Management
and Mobility Management, smart cities development, affordable housing, waste management,
urban environment and heritage preservation.

 

*****

AKT/VBA/SH

(Release ID: 1534514) Visitor Counter : 772

Read this release in: Marathi , Assamese , Gujarati , Tamil , Telugu , Kannada , Malayalam
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Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Denmark on
technical cooperation in the field of Sustainable and Smart Urban Development
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between India and Denmark on technical cooperation in the
field of Sustainable and Smart Urban Development

Posted On: 06 JUN 2018 3:27PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and Denmark on technical
cooperation in the field of Sustainable and Smart Urban Development in April, 2018.

 

 

 

Details

The objective of this MoU is to promote bilateral cooperation in the field of sustainable and smart
urban development on the basis of reciprocity and mutual benefit through exchange of
knowledge, institutional cooperation, research & development and commercial relations on
related issues. Areas of cooperation include smart urban solutions, liveability, sustainable and
integrated urban planning, re-development and land use, integrated solid waste management
including waste to energy, sustainable transport systems, water and sanitation management,
energy efficiency, resource mobilization and other related areas mutually agreed upon.

 

Implementation strategy

Under this MoU, a Joint Working Group (JWG) will be set up to strategize and implement
programmes on cooperation under the framework of the MoU. The Joint Working Group will meet
at intervals agreed upon by the Participants, alternately in Denmark and in India.

 

Major Impact

The MoU will promote bilateral cooperation in the field of Sustainable and Smart Urban
Development between the two countries.

 

Beneficiaries

The MoU is expected to create employment in the areas of integrated solid waste management
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including waste to energy, sustainable transport systems, water and sanitation management,
energy efficiency, resource mobilization.

*****
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Cabinet approves Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-III Continuation Programme – Phase 6
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-III
Continuation Programme – Phase 6

Thirty Operational Flights of PSLV

Posted On: 06 JUN 2018 3:25PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV) Continuation Programme (Phase 6)  and funding of thirty PSLV
operational flights under the Programme.

The Programme will also meet the launch requirement of satellites for Earth observation,
Navigation and Space Sciences. This will also ensure the continuity of production in Indian
industry. 

The total fund requirement is Rs. 6131.00 Crores and includes the cost of thirty PSLV vehicles,
essential facility augmentation, Programme Management and Launch Campaign.

Major Impact:

          The operationalisation of PSLV has made the country self-reliant in the launching capability
of satellites for earth observation, disaster management, navigation and space sciences. The
PSLV Continuation programme will sustain this capability and self-reliance in the launching of
similar satellites for national requirements.

The PSLV Continuation Programme – Phase 6 will meet the demand for the launch of satellites at
a frequency up to eight launches per year, with maximal participation by the Indian industry. All the
operational flights would be completed during the period 2019-2024.

The Programme will also meet the launch requirement of satellites for Earth observation,
Navigation and Space Sciences. This will also ensure the continuity of production in Indian
industry. 

PSLV Continuation Programme was initially sanctioned in 2008, and four phases have been
completed and the fifth phase is expected to be completed by Q2 of 2019-20. The Phase 6
approval will cater to the launch of satellite missions during the period Q3 of 2019-20 to Q1 of
2023-24.

 

Background:

PSLV has emerged as a versatile launch vehicle to carry out Sun-Synchronous Polar Orbit
(SSPO), Geo-synchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) and low inclination Low Earth Orbit (LEO)
missions. With the recent successful launch of PSLV-C41 on 12th April, 2018, PSLV has
completed three developmental and forty three operational flights and the last forty one flights
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have been successful. PSLV has established itself as a workhorse vehicle for national satellites
with a production capacity that would enable responding fast to commercial launch opportunities
also.
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Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and United Kingdom on
technical cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban Development
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between India and United Kingdom on technical cooperation
in the field of Sustainable Urban Development

Posted On: 06 JUN 2018 3:25PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and United Kingdom on technical
cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban Development in April, 2018.

 

Details

The objective of this MoU is to facilitate and strengthen India-UK institutional cooperation in the
field of sustainable urban development. The areas of cooperation include smart cities
development, solid waste management, green affordable housing, waste water management,
capacity building of urban institutions, skill development in urban areas, urban mobility, intelligent
transport system and transit-oriented development, innovative access to finance and other related
areas as mutually agreed upon by the Contracting Parties.

 

Implementation strategy

Under this MoU, an Indo-UK Joint Working Group (JWG) will be set up to strategize and
implement programmes on cooperation under the framework of the MoU. The Joint Working
Group on Urban Development is expected to meet once in a year, alternately in UK and in India.

 

Major Impact

The MoU will promote strong, deep and long term bilateral cooperation in the field of Sustainable
Urban Development between the two countries.

 

Beneficiaries

The MoU is expected to create employment in the areas of smart cities development, solid waste
management, green affordable housing, waste water management, skill development in urban
areas, urban mobility, intelligent transport system and transit-oriented development.

*****
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Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between India and Oman on Cooperation in the
peaceful uses of outer space
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Memorandum of Understanding between
India and Oman on Cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer
space

Posted On: 06 JUN 2018 3:24PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) signed between India represented by the Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO) and Oman represented by the Ministry of Transport and Communications on
Cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space, in February, 2018 at Muscat.

 

Details:

•   This MoU shall enable the following areas of cooperation such as, space science,
technology and applications including remote sensing of the earth; satellite based
navigation; Space science and planetary exploration; use of spacecraft and space systems
and ground system; and application of space technology.

•  The MoU would lead to set up a Joint Working Group, drawing members from
DOS/ISRO, and the Ministry of Transport and Communication (MTC), which will further
work out the plan of action including the time-frame and the means of implementing this
MoU.

•     It will provide impetus to explore newer research activities and application possibilities
in the field of remote sensing of the earth; satellite navigation; space science and
exploration of outer space.

 

Implementation Strategy and Targets:

The signed MoU would lead to setting up of a Joint Working Group, which will further work
out the plan of action including the time-frame and the means of implementing the
provisions of this MoU.

Benefits:

MoU would lead to develop a joint activity in the field of application of space technologies
for the benefit of humanity. Thus all sections and regions of the country will get benefited.

Impact:

•   Cooperation with the Sultanate of Oman through this MoU would lead to develop a joint
activity in the field of application of space technologies for the benefit of humanity.
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Background:

•     The Sultanate of Oman expressed interest to cooperate with Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) for building its space programme. A 4-member delegation from the
Oman's Department of Communication visited ISRO in March 2011 and interacted with
ISRO officials and also visited ISRO's technical facilities. The Sultanate of Oman conveyed
interest to pursue cooperation on Space Applications with ISRO to the Ambassador of
India to Oman in May 2016.

•     Accordingly, both sides arrived at mutually agreed version of MoU for in the peaceful
uses of outer space and the same was signed between the Government of the Republic of
India represented by the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and the Government
of the Sultanate of Oman represented by the Ministry of Transport and Communications on
February 11, 2018 at Muscat.

***
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Cabinet approves Agreement between India and France on technical cooperation in the field of
Sustainable Urban Development
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and France on
technical cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban
Development

Posted On: 06 JUN 2018 3:23PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of the Agreement
signed between India and France in the field of Sustainable Urban Development in March, 2018.
The Agreement shall remain in force for a period of five years.

 

Details

The objectives of the Agreement is to promote technical cooperation in the areas of smart cities
development, development of urban mass transportation systems, urban settlements and utilities
(water supply and sewerage systems), disposal and treatment of solid waste, landfill remediation,
management of non-revenue water, water reuse & recycle, technology transfer, conservation of
fresh water by artificial recharge of aquifer, circular economy, mass housing, green housing,
urban planning, heritage, human resource development, capacity building and other related areas
as mutually agreed by the Contracting Parties.

 

Implementation strategy

Under this Agreement, a Joint Working Group (JWG) will be set up to strategize and implement
programmes on cooperation under the framework of the Agreement. The Joint Working Group
shall meet once in a year, alternately in India and France.

 

Major Impact

The Agreement will promote bilateral cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban Development
between the two countries.

 

Beneficiaries

The Agreement is expected to create employment in the areas of smart cities development, urban
mass transportation systems, urban settlements and utilities (Water supply and sewerage
systems), disposal and treatment of solid waste, landfill remediation, affordable housing, waste
management, urban environment and heritage preservation.



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

 

*****

AKT/VBA/SH

(Release ID: 1534501) Visitor Counter : 362

Read this release in: Marathi , Assamese , Bengali , Gujarati , Tamil , Malayalam

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-06-20

Cabinet approves Continuation Programme for Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-III
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Continuation Programme for
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-III

Posted On: 06 JUN 2018 3:21PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved funding for the for
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-III (GSLV Mk-III) continuation programme (Phase-
I) consisting of ten (10) GSLV (Mk-III) flights, at a total estimated cost of Rs. 4338.20  crores. This
includes Rs. 4338.20 Crores and includes the cost of ten GSLV Mk-III vehicles, essential facility
augmentation, Programme Management and Launch Campaign.

The GSLV Mk-III continuation Programme – Phase 1 is the first phase of operational flights that
will enable the launch of 4 tonne class of communication satellites to meet the country’s satellite
communication requirements.

The operationalisation of GSLV Mk-III will make the country self-reliant in the launching capability
of 4 tonne class of communication satellites, and sustain & strengthen the space infrastructure and
reduce the dependence on procured launches from foreign countries.

The operationalisation of GSLV Mk-III will make the country self-reliant in the launching capability
of 4 tonne class of communication satellites and sustain & strengthen the space infrastructure and
reduce the dependence on procured launches from foreign countries.

The GSLV Mk-III Continuation Programme – Phase 1 will meet the launch requirement of
communication satellites to meet the national demand for High Throughput Satellites for rural
broadband connectivity, increase and sustain the availability of transponders for DTH, VSAT and
Television broadcasters. 

GSLV Mk-III Continuation Programme – Phase 1 will be the first phase of operational flights of the
GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle and the approval will cater to the launch of satellite missions during
the period 2019-2024.

Background:

The Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark-III (GSLV Mk-III) has been developed
towards achieving indigenous launch capability to launch 4 tonne class of satellites into
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). It has completed one experimental flight (LVM3-X) in 2014
and one developmental flight (GSLV MkIII-D1) in 2017. The second developmental flight will be
completed by Q2 of 2018-19 this year. The Continuation Programme – Phase 1 will enable
independent access to space for 4 tonne class of communication satellites, and establish GSLV
Mk-III as a cost-effective workhorse vehicle to launch 4 tonne class of communication satellites in
order to meet the national requirements as well as to boost its commercial potential in the
international market for launch services.

*****
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Raj Bhavans are not parallel power centres: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

Raj Bhavans are not parallel power centres: Vice President

Governors should play the role of mentors in the
development process;

Addresses the Valedictory Session of the 49th Conference of
Governors 2018

Posted On: 05 JUN 2018 6:53PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that Raj Bhavans are not parallel
power centres and advised the Governors to play the role of mentors in the development process.
He was addressing the Valedictory Session of the 49th Conference of Governors 2018 in
Rashtrapati Bhawan, here today, and said that India has made rapid progress in different sectors
over the last seven decades. However, the last four years have witnessed the country
demonstrating a new development trajectory, he added.

The Vice President advised the Governors to become catalysts of development and set examples
of simplicity and promote handlooms and locally-made goods. He told the Governors “You are
wise counsel, a mentor, a friend, philosopher and guide”.

The Vice President said this new development trajectory has a new momentum, new sense of
purpose and a new direction. The strong political will is clearly getting translated into a number of
programmes and the administrative skills of our vast, competent bureaucracy are being used to
deliver results, he added.

The Vice President said what was remarkable, however, is that we are breaking new ground and
development was now becoming more and more people-centred and people-driven. In fact,
development has become a societal mission, he added.

The Vice President said that by maintaining a close rapport with the state government, they can
exert a positive influence on the policies and programmes and guide the government. “We have
an opportunity to change the course of development by focusing on inclusive and sustainable
development. We should not lose this opportunity”.

The Vice President advised the Governors to highlight the sacrifices made by local freedom
fighters to inspire the youth. He also wanted them to encourage people to get involved in social
movements by leading and guiding.

The Vice President wanted the Governors to impress upon the State Governments to promote
local languages and make them compulsory up to 10th standard. He also asked the Governors to
emphasize on ending colonial practices and mindset and highlight our history, tradition, civilization
and values. He wanted the Governors to encourage Yoga for physical and mental well- being.

The Vice President also advised the Governors not to air personal views, hold press conferences
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and post tweets on sensitive and political issues. He advised them to follow the spirit of the advice
given by Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi to ‘Reform, Perform and Transform’.

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

“I am happy to be with the Hon’ble Governors and Lt Governors in this Conference.

I have been closely interacting with many of you during my visits to various states and I have seen
the excellent contribution you have been making to the growth story of India.

India, as you are all aware, has been making rapid progress over the last seven decades after
independence. However, the last four years have seen India demonstrating a new development
trajectory.

This new development trajectory has a new momentum, a new sense of purpose, a new
direction.

The strong political will is clearly getting translated into a number of programmes.

The administrative skills of our vast, competent bureaucracy are being used to deliver results.

What is remarkable, however, is that we are breaking new ground.

Development is now becoming more and more people- centred and people-driven. In fact,
development has become a societal mission.

Our government is tapping into the hidden talent and energy in every section of our society. It is
building up a team India engaged in a collective endeavour that focuses on national development.

While the elected governments are primarily responsible to plan and implement programmes,
there is always a need for a wise counsel, a mentor, a friend, philosopher and guide to steer
the ship of development.

This is especially true when narrow perspectives tend to distort the development process.
That’s where your role becomes so very important.

You have rightly called yourselves, the catalysts of development. I am glad you have also
shared some of your experiences in shaping Raj Bhavans as catalysts of positive change.

Raj Bhavans are not parallel power centres. Governors should play the role of mentors in the
development process.

I am sure that you will have a much greater role in the coming years in fostering change. Change
in the way governments deliver services, change in the societal consciousness about critical
issues, change in the way society grapples with social evils like untouchability, atrocities against
women and discrimination.

Your enlightened leadership can make a lot of difference.

Maintaining a close rapport with the state government, you can be a positive influence on the
policies and programmes and guide the government.

Through your gentle advice, you can ensure that the benefits of all the programmes reach all
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sections without any bias or discrimination.

Through your objective, equidistant approach, you can maintain a constant dialogue between
various political parties and create a climate that builds consensus on development issues.

Through your position, you can ensure that the policies and programmes are in consonance with
the Constitutional provisions

Through your stature as an elder statesman, provide inspiration to civil society and youth to get
more actively involved in nation building

Today, we have a unique opportunity.

An opportunity to change the discourse on development by involving all stakeholders.

An opportunity to change the course of development by focusing on inclusive, sustainable
development. We should not lose this opportunity.

You as constitutional authorities have multiple responsibilities. The country looks up to you with
great expectations. The people are attentive to every word you say and they are watching every
step you take.

These expectations are rising every day and you have a vibrant media that constantly shines a
spot light on each of us. The question is: How do we speak, how do we act and how do we carry
out the main mission of protecting the Constitution in both letter and spirit?

Each one of you have a long experience in various walks of life. So, I am sure you will be able to
create a legacy you and the country can be proud of while you are in this exalted position.

In the current context, you need to be mindful, however, of a few aspects.

Objectivity and equidistant approach should get reflected in our speeches and activities.

We should “live” the values we espouse in public. Empathy, harmony, integrity, environmental
protection and academic excellence as well as integrity are key.

The public should feel that we are responsive and are willing to listen to their viewpoints. They are
then more likely to be the initiators of societal change we all want.

As we move into the 150th birth anniversary of Gandhiji, we must remind ourselves that among his
innumerable, timeless messages, there are two that would be helpful in our tasks.

He had told us:

“Be the change you wish to see”.

Second, he said:

"I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt, or when the self becomes too much with
you, apply the following test. Recall the face of the poorest and the weakest man [woman] whom
you may have seen, and ask yourself, if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him
[her]. Will he [she] gain anything by it? Will it restore him [her] to a control over his [her] own life
and destiny? In other words, will it lead to swaraj [freedom] for the hungry and spiritually starving
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millions?
Then you will find your doubts and your self melt away."

I wish you all the best in your endeavours in the service of our country.

 

Jahind!

***
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Familiar moorings: on foreign policy re-orientation

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore, three of India’s most
important partners in Southeast Asia, could not have come at a more important moment in Indian
foreign policy positioning. In the past few months, the government has shifted considerably in
its signalling, with Mr. Modi visiting China and Russia for informal summits with Presidents Xi
Jinping and Vladimir Putin, respectively. The fact that these visits have taken place at a time the
U.S. administration has sharpened its aim at China and Russia with sanctions and threats of a
trade war suggests Mr. Modi is also attempting to moderate India’s strategic posturing on the
global stage, and striving for a more balanced approach in what it increasingly sees as an
uncertain world. India has also maintained its commitment to relations with the U.S. in order to
build a “free and open” Indo-Pacific region, maintain the “international rules-based order”, and
work together to combat terrorism and terror financing — as they have done more recently at the
UN and the Financial Action Task Force. Meanwhile, India’s membership of both the
Quadrilateral (with the U.S., Japan and Australia) and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(the Russia-China-led grouping of Central Asian countries, whose summit Mr. Modi will attend this
week) is also an indicator of the new balance that New Delhi seeks.

It is significant that in Singapore Mr. Modi chose the platform of the Shangri-La Dialogue of
defence leaders of the Asia-Pacific region to emphasise Indian “strategic autonomy”. In his speech
on the concept of the “Indo-Pacific” he referred to India’s relations with Russia, the U.S. and
China. Given his government’s particular distaste for the term in the past, it is telling that Mr. Modi
appeared to be channelling some of the “Bandung spirit of 1955” that led to the formation of the
Non-Aligned Movement, when he praised Singapore for teaching the world the importance of
making “free and fair choices” and “embracing diversity at home”. “When nations stand on the side
of principles, not behind one power or the other, they earn the respect of the world,” Mr. Modi said
as he unveiled a seven-point vision for the Indo-Pacific region. While warning the world about the
possible return of “great power rivalries”, he emphasised the importance and centrality of the
ASEAN in the concept of the Indo-Pacific. The “principled” vision Mr. Modi projects is a departure
from the transactionalism and pragmatism espoused by many in South Block over the last few
years. However, it may also be a return to familiar moorings of Indian foreign policy, necessitated
by what the Prime Minister identified as the “shifting plates of global politics and the fault lines of
history”.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!
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Preventing the next health crisis

In March, the government announced that it would release an annual “state of nutrition” report,
detailing India’s level of stunting, malnutrition and feature best practices for States to scale up
nutrition interventions.

It is clear that India has a lot to do to tackle nutrition challenges — 26 million children suffer from
wasting (a low weight-for-height ratio), more than in any other country. Yet, the country has the
second highest number of obese children in the world — 15.3 million in China and 14.4 million in
India. While tackling undernutrition through assurance of adequate nutrition (usually interpreted as
dietary calories), we need to ensure that it is also about appropriate nutrition (the right balance of
nutrients). Our policy response has to move from “food security” to “nutrition security”.

India must step up its efforts to fight overweight and obesity just as it has been doing with wasting
and stunting. Between 1980and 2015, obesity doubled for children and tripled for adults; an
additional 2.6 million children will be obese in India by 2025, a trend that will not reverse without
action.

Rising obesity is putting pressure on already fragile health systems in India by posing a high risk of
chronic diseases such as cardiovascular diseases, diabetes and some cancers (clubbed together
as non-communicable diseases, or NCDs). Research shows that Indians have higher levels of
body fat and lower levels of lean muscle when compared to many other populations. Therefore,
the risk of cardiovascular diseases and diabetes operates even below global thresholds for
defining overweight and obesity. Hence the urgency to take public health measures. Apart from a
high burden of premature mortality, these threats are something that India can ill-afford to ignore
as it looks ambitiously toward a universal health coverage system where everyone can access
quality health services that are free of financial burden.

The rise in obesity is deeply concerning because just as growing up underweight gives that person
a lifetime of health problems so does a childhood of being overweight. The potent combination of
Indian children eating more junk food while becoming increasingly sedentary puts them at an even
greater risk. Research has shown that early warning signs for fatty liver disease can be found in
children as young as eight if they had larger-than-advised waistlines when they were three.

Fortunately, this year is an ideal opportunity to tackle obesity as global health decision-makers are
focussing on how to garner the political will to drive “best buys” such as sugar taxes and mass
media campaigns on healthy diets (proven ways of bringing down obesity) while continuing to
vigorously pursue efforts to prevent undernutrition. A high-level commission and a UN General
Assembly meeting on NCDs are giving new life to existing evidence-based yet largely
unimplemented plans of action.

Policy responses should include agricultural systems that promote crop diversity (to enable dietary
diversity) as well as regulatory and fiscal measures (to decrease the availability, affordability and
promotion of unhealthy foods, while making healthy foods more accessible). For example, taking
the lead from a directive by the Delhi High Court, India should ban the sale of junk food in and
around schools. Legislators should also put into practice the results of a recent Lancet study on
India. It showed that higher taxes on junk food can actually lead those on lower incomes to live
healthier lives.

Even in clinical settings, counselling and care are needed. Instead of being downgraded as ways
of managing “poor lifestyle choices”, obesity management, prevention and treatment should be
provided as essential health services targeted at a condition that undermines health in many ways.
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This would help reverse the stigma attached to obesity even by health professionals (which has
also undermined the response to it).

Further, India should link obesity and undernutrition and treat them as twinned challenges to be
jointly addressed under the universal health coverage umbrella. Universal health coverage is
encapsulated in the idea that no one should have to suffer financial hardship in order to access
essential health care. By tackling obesity through prevention and early care, financially debilitating
NCDs can be avoided.

India will be in a better position to fulfil the promise of universal health coverage if it disrupts the
cycle whereby poverty leads to NCDs and vice versa. There is compelling evidence that heart
disease and diabetes impose high burdens of catastrophic health expenditure, result in a loss of
livelihoods and crush people into poverty. With no insurance or personal savings, a heart disease
diagnosis can compromise a person’s wealth as well as health.

By making connections to both under- and over-nutrition, health advocates should make economic
and social arguments to spur a ‘whole-of-government’ approach to these ‘whole-of-society’
problems. Tackling obesity benefits the economy and the environment, as healthy and sustainable
diets are good for productivity levels and the planet. It is now time to get ahead of this unfolding
health crisis and save lives and money in the process.

K. Srinath Reddy is President, Public Health Foundation of India. The views expressed are
personal
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The Shangri-La moment

Here’s why you should binge-watch Damaged, India’s first show about female serial killer

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s much-lauded speech at the Shangri-La Dialogue was remarkable
for two reasons. Much attention has been focussed on the increasing use of the term Indo-Pacific
to describe a geo-political constellation that, at least linguistically, recognises India’s centrality to
global flows and influences. But the two things that really stand out in the speech are these. First,
it underlines the deep continuities of India’s foreign policy. Historical memory is very short, but the
central tenor of the Shangri-La remarks is right out of Manmohan Singh’s early speeches in 2004
and 2005. And these principles are consistent with India’s underlying existential position in the
world.

Despite best efforts to junk the concept, this existential condition pushes India closer to an
intelligent non-alignment and cautious prudence than those wanting to position India as a frontline
state for the US in Asia would have us believe. Obviously, its institutional articulation will change
as the world and India’s needs change, but the echo of deeper principles is unmistakable. The
second thing that stands out is this: The sharp contrast between the assets India would like to
project abroad, its exemplarity as an open, robust, inclusive, deeply institutionalised democracy,
and the increasing tenuousness of these ideas at home is also more striking than ever.

The speech was replete with classic Indian themes: An old civilisation discovering the power of a
rising East, amid profound political and economic shifts. The pathos of the speech is that it
encapsulates India’s deepest multi-faceted engagement with the world but it also reflects India’s
profound loneliness among the big powers, where it needs to engage with all, without relying
totally on any of them. It is courted by all but not aligned with any. This was the essence of our
structural non-alignment. If China poses a threat to an open maritime, rules-based and security
order, the US can no longer be counted on as the custodian of an open economic order. Without
naming anyone, the speech is a sotto voce acknowledgement of both threats.

It may not be said quite as starkly, but the Trump administration has brought home one plain truth
traditional Indian policy understood. First, that the US itself can betray its allies depending on the
political circumstances, and its policies on trade and immigration cannot be taken as
unproblematically good for India. It is not an accident that in the last couple of years, India is again
rediscovering its long lost relationships with countries like Russia, relationships that the
Panglossian view of the US that had come to dominate certain circles had obscured. The speech
acknowledges that reality.

The speech is also a return to acknowledging the complexity of our China policy. It acknowledges
the “many layers” of our relationship with China. This is a relationship that will have to be artfully
negotiated; it cannot be an in-our-face or confrontational. It has to be approached prudently, not
with the polarising zeal of the Cold War. The sense of presumptuousness in dealing with China
and Russia has gone.

The complexities of dealing with the two major powers have always led India to seek out support
for other intermediate powers and coalitions across the world. The old G-77 was not an ideological
construct, as much as it was, in limited ways, mobilising a power source outside of the Great
Powers. This strategy has its limitations; its effectiveness in confronting the hard power realities
imposed by the Great Powers has always been in doubt. But India is still looking for that functional
substitute: A coalition that stands a little apart from the Great Powers.
In many ways, the rediscovered fascination for the ASEAN, Africa, and the admirable commitment
to pursue these relationships is, with some regard to changing circumstances, a redux of the old



crackIAS.com

crackIAS.com

coalition building of the 1950s. In many ways, India’s quest in Asia now sounds like a new
Bandung, a coalition that worries about both Chinese hard power expansion, and mercurial
American economic intervention. Like in the Fifties, the coalition cannot confront the great powers
deeply. But it is a useful one nevertheless.

More than he realises it, Modi’s speech has had to, by force of circumstance, recreate Nehru for
the 21st century: A wariness that neither of the big powers will wholly serve India’s interests, that
great power rivalry will hold the world back, an investment in avoiding polarising confrontation, a
guarded acknowledgment and deference to the reality of Chinese power, the rediscovered
importance of Russia, and a vigorous pursuit of coalitions of middle and small countries as
stabilisers in a global order, while at the same time acknowledging their limitations. This is not
something that will be acknowledged either by the establishment, or sections of India’s strategic
community that had hitched India’s star to being a frontline state in a Sino-US rivalry that was a
figment of their imagination.

The most significant moment was the compliment paid to Singapore. Modi said, “Singapore also
shows that when nations stand on the side of principles, not behind one power or the other, they
earn the respect of the world and a voice in international affairs. And, when they embrace diversity
at home, they seek an inclusive world outside.” “Standing on the side of principles, not behind one
power or the other.” This is a difficult ideal, with its combination of idealism and realism. And it also
entails an occasional hypocrisy. But if this phrase is not a tribute to the underlying logic of non-
alignment, then what is?

The continuities and sophistication of the speech as an exercise in foreign policy were reassuring.
But the speech would have been more poignant if it had the full force of India’s example behind it.
Modi extolled the virtues of a law-based society, openness and pluralism, civilisation founded on
compassion, a rights-based global order where everyone can thrive. He poignantly linked a
domestic sensibility with foreign policy. He said of Singapore, “and when they embrace diversity at
home, they seek an inclusive world outside.” The implication was that intolerance and fear of
diversity at home is intimately linked with creating an exclusionary world order.

Having rediscovered his inner Nehru in foreign policy, Modi will do well to remember his own
words: We can build a free and inclusive world outside only if we build one at home first.
Otherwise, to use Modi’s own words, our quest for power will remain as elusive as Shangri-La.
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The West Asia Stalemate

Here’s why you should binge-watch Damaged, India’s first show about female serial killer

Bobby Fischer used to say “all that matters on the chessboard is good moves”. On the Iran deal, it
looks like the players around the chessboard are short of good moves. Perhaps diplomacy is not
like chess at all. But in both chess and diplomacy, what is needed is logic and precision while
managing complexity. The Iran nuclear deal crisis is certainly complex, but there is no
management in sight.

There is a deep disagreement between Europe and the United States over how to proceed with
the 2015 Iran nuclear accord after Washington’s exit in early May. Moreover, Europe is also in
trouble dealing with Iran on the conditions of saving the deal. Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, underlined the conditions the three European signatories must accept in order for Iran
to stay in the agreement. First, they should pledge to avoid opening negotiations over Iran’s
ballistic missile programme and any actions taken in the Middle East. Second, European banks
should “safeguard trade” with Tehran and continue buying Iranian oil. Third, the European powers
should “stand up against US sanctions” and condemn the Trump administration for breaking a UN
resolution that supports the deal.

On the optimistic side, the Europeans are struggling to provide the guarantees Tehran is seeking.
Last week, at a meeting in Brussels, the French, British and German foreign ministers pledged to
preserve the deal by trying to keep Iran’s oil and investment flowing. However, the US sanctions
suspended by the nuclear agreement have now been restored. Those who are already in business
with Iran have three to six months to terminate their contracts and newcomers are prohibited from
buying, selling or investing in Iran. Moreover, at least 80 per cent of international trade uses
American currency, which makes it subject to US sanctions. As a result, the European banks, hit
by heavy fines, have refused to resume business with Iran.

To meet the US sanctions, the Europeans are planning several strategies: First, to set up financial
circuits that operate without the dollar. Second, to update the 1996 regulation blocking the effect of
some US laws on European territory. Third, to adopt retaliatory measures against American
companies in Europe. But none of these counter-measures can take place in a short period of
time. European companies, therefore, have no other choice than to comply with the requirements
imposed by Washington, while trying to maintain diplomatic ties with Iran.

As for the Trump administration and its allies, things seem very different. By reinstating the
sanctions, the Americans, Saudis and Israelis are expecting to bring the Iranian regime to its
knees, while rolling back Iran’s gains in Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad and Sanaa. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo made clear that the US under Trump is preparing a coordinated regional
strategy to cut Iran down to size.

Among the enemies of the Islamic Republic, one can also mention the Arab countries in the
Persian Gulf area, who feel endangered by an empowered and aggressive Iran. Though countries
like the UAE and Kuwait are not looking for an all-out war, they are ready to spend millions to
encourage uprisings by Iran’s ethnic minorities.

Containing Iran is a big task and the US and its allies know this better than anyone else. The
Trump administration will certainly not participate in a new military adventure in the Middle East
while it is planning to withdraw more than 2,000 US troops from Syria. However, Trump is
determined to win the chess game against Iran.
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Hopefully, for Trump and company, Khamenei is not a chess champion. The worst ending would
be that neither Iran nor the US recognises that they have been checkmated, and simply knock the
chessboard over. That is the end of diplomacy and the beginning of a military adventure which will
be long and painful. After all, on the chessboard, megalomania and incompetence do not last long.
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UK student visas: A tough challenge for India-Britain relations

Britain’s Home Office — one of the top four offices of state — is considered the graveyard of
several political careers, but when Sajid Javid, son of immigrants, was appointed the home
secretary in April, there was much excitement and hope of change. To his credit, he has tried to
distance himself from the set of policies put in place by his predecessor in the Home Office,
Theresa May, who wanted to generate “a hostile environment” on immigration. But last Friday’s
changes to visa rules have added to the tensions, already beset by a web of visa-related issues,
between New Delhi and London. Including China, and not India, in the list of countries whose
citizens are allowed less rigorous visa applications has caused consternation.

British ministers have often tried to explain away the more than 50% drop since 2010 in the
number of Indian students going to study there to what they call “a perception issue”. Days before
last week’s changes, Mr Javid himself attributed the row over international students to the same
thing. The home office’s exclusion of India from the list of countries which are not required to
undergo tough visa applications has been described as an insult at a time when the May
government cannot stop itself from repeating that India is crucial to the UK’s economic future after
it leaves the European Union in March 2019. India has already made it clear that freedom of
movement of professionals and students would be a key issue in talks for a post-Brexit free trade
pact. Ironically, it was Mr Javid who, as the culture secretary in 2015, had called for London
jettisoning “outdated perceptions” about India.

India, and Indian students, have moved on. If fewer Indian students consider Britain as the first-
choice destination for higher studies, the latest changes are likely to add to the perception that the
country is no longer a welcoming place; Canada, Australia, the US and even some European
countries are seen as more welcoming. Indian students, officials and even British universities have
often complained about the arduous visa application process and post-study rules. Students are
part of the complex visa-related web currently at the top of the India-UK relationship, reflected in
the April visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who refused to sign an MoU on the return of illegal
migrants unless London extends to Indians the easier, cheaper and longer visa that London
extends to Chinese citizens. The latest changes will harden postures in New Delhi. It may well be
the case that one government department (Home Office) does not know what the other is
projecting (an unabashed woo-India policy on trade), but if the Conservative government is to
realise its dream of a ‘global Britain’ after Brexit, it needs some joined-up thinking in Whitehall and
Westminster.
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U.K. links student visa row to issue of ‘over-stayers’

The British government has drawn a direct link between the exclusion of Indian students from a
relaxation of visa rules and India’s decision to pull out of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
on the return of illegal migrants. The relaxation was extended to ten countries, including China and
the Maldives, but not India. The Opposition Liberal Democrat party described the exclusion of
Indian students as “nonsensical and cruel”.

New Delhi’s demands for “easier norms” as part of a “constant conversation” between the two
countries could not be dealt with without India addressing the issue of “over-stayers,”, British
International Trade Minister Liam Fox said on Monday.

Post-Brexit ties

Asked specifically about whether there was a direct link between the failure to reach an agreement
on the MoU and the student visa development, he said that all the issues had to be considered “on
balance”, and could not be separated. However, he denied that the disagreement would damage
Britain’s ability to forge closer ties with India after Brexit, insisting that its ambitions related to India
extend beyond trade.

His comments, on the sidelines of the launch of a U.K.-India summit, a week-long series of events
in London and Buckinghamshire on post-Brexit bilateral opportunities, highlight how long-
simmering tensions between the two countries on migration issues threaten to spill over into wider
bilateral issues. Earlier this month, it emerged that External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj had
intervened at the last minute to prevent the signing of an MoU on returning illegal migrants
because of concerns over the British demand that Indian authorities would have 15 days to verify
the antecedents of an undocumented migrant.

During her visit to India in 2016, British Prime Minister Theresa May said the U.K. would consider
an improved visa deal, “if, at the same time, we can step up the speed and volume of returns of
Indians with no right to remain in the U.K.”

The student controversy has overshadowed other reforms brought in by Britain’s new Home
Secretary Sajid Javid, including the removal a cap on non-EU doctors and nurses — many of them
from India — coming to Britain. India has welcomed the relaxation but made clear that it continues
to have concerns related to Britain’s immigration regime. “It’s a question of demand and supply.
You need more doctors… we give you those doctors,” said India’s High Commissioner Y.K. Sinha
at the event, stressing the importance of a “mutually reinforcing” and “mutually beneficial
relationship” that had to be a “win win situation for both sides”.

‘The larger picture’

“We believe in the free movement of people... While each country has [its] own requirements and
[is] absolutely free to decide [its] own immigration policies and visa policies we need to look at the
larger picture,” he added. “When we go in for negotiation for a free trade agreement… there will be
priorities on both sides and we will need to see how we can match those priorities...”

International students contributed “immensely” to Britain’s economy and expertise, he said.
“International students are the best soft power the U.K. has and for generations Indian students
have come here including those who fought for our independence so I think this is something
really important… and I think we should facilitate their coming here,” he added.
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Politicians from Opposition parties have been critical of the government’s stance. “The exclusion
of certain students, such as those from India, from the relaxation of visa rules is nonsensical and
cruel,” said Ed Davey, the Liberal Democrat’s spokesperson on Home Affairs. “All too sadly,
however, this Tory Government’s damaging hostile environment policy is turning people away.”

All the issues have to be considered on balance; they cannot be separated

Liam Fox

Trade Minister
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‘U.S. to withdraw from UN human rights council’

The United States was to announce on Tuesday that it is withdrawing from the UN Human Rights
Council, which it accuses of bias against Israel, UN officials said. U.S. Ambassador Nikki Haley
was to make the announcement at a press conference with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in
Washington at 5.00 p.m. (2200 GMT).

Ms. Haley has repeatedly threatened to quit the Geneva-based body, established in 2006 to
promote and protect human rights worldwide. UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric declined to
comment ahead of a formal announcement, saying: “We will wait to hear the details of that
decision before commenting fully.”

However, UN officials privately confirmed they were expecting the U.S. decision to quit the rights
body.

Since President Donald Trump took office, the United States has quit the UN cultural agency
UNESCO, cut UN funding and announced plans to quit the UN-backed Paris climate agreement.
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India to defend GSP benefits at USTR

Sales prospects:India’s large population will benefit U.S firms that make medical devices, the
submission says.AFP  

India is expected to challenge charges levelled against it by the U.S dairy and medical devices
industries at a hearing before the United States Trade Representative (USTR) office scheduled for
Tuesday and defend its eligibility for benefits under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
programme.

The GSP programme provides for the duty-free treatment of designated articles when imported
from beneficiary developing countries to America. What is at stake is exports worth about $5 billion
annually, of 1,937 products from India. The USTR is reviewing India’s eligibility under the
programme, after complaints from bodies representing the dairy and medical devices industry. The
USTR had accused India of implementing “a wide array of trade barriers that create serious
negative effects on U.S. commerce,” in April, announcing the review. The petitions calling for a
review of India’s GSP benefits, “based on concerns that India has allegedly created trade barriers
for these industries,” are “without substantive merits,” Indian embassy official Puneet Roy Kundal
said in a written submission to the USTR. Mr. Kundal was also scheduled to participate in the
hearing.

“India requires that dairy products [be] derived from animals which have never consumed any
feeds containing internal organs, blood meal, or tissues of ruminant origin.

“In this regard, India has explained to the U.S that India’s position is based on religious, cultural
and moral grounds. India is committed to respect the religious and cultural beliefs of its people and
it will be inappropriate to impute any other considerations to this decision,” India told the USTR,
pointing out that several countries export dairy products to India, meeting these requirements.

India imports dairy products from countries such as Australia and Switzerland. India will tell the
USTR that this is not a question of market access but of certifications. “If several countries can
meet this certification requirement, how can’t the U.S?” wondered an Indian official.

Defends price control

Defending India’s measures to control prices of the medical devices, the submission said, the
country was committed to providing its citizens with equitable and affordable access to essential
medicines and medical devices. But this is a huge business opportunity for American companies,
the submission argues. “The large size of the Indian population…is likely to benefit U.S and other
multinational companies involved in manufacturing of such devices,” it said.
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Keralites face highest risk of cardiovascular disease, finds study

A study based on two recent national surveys of nearly 8,00,000 adults between 34 and 70 years,
has found that people of Kerala — across sexes — were most at risk of cardiovascular diseases
while those in Jharkhand were least likely to have the condition. A gender break down, however,
puts the women of Goa at highest mean cardiovascular risk at 16.73% while men in Himachal
Pradesh and Nagaland were most vulnerable with mean cardiovascular risk of 24.23%.

The surveys carried out between 2012 and 2014, found wide variations in the average 10-year risk
of a fatal or nonfatal cardiovascular disease event among States. A paper published on June 19 in
PLOS Medicine found the risk ranging from a low of 13.2% for both sexes in Jharkhand to 19.5%
in Kerala.

Urban tendency

The study, led by researchers at Public Health Foundation of India and Harvard T.H. Chan School
of Public Health, found that adults in urban areas, as well as those with a higher household wealth,
tended to have a greater cardiovascular risk. The study used the data from the District Level
Household Survey-4 (DLHS-4) and the second update of the Annual Health Survey (AHS). The
surveys covered 27 of the 29 States and five of the seven Union Territories.

With 19.90%, adults living in urban areas in Kerala had the highest mean risk, followed by West
Bengal (19.12%) and Himachal Pradesh (18.97%). In contrast, those living in urban areas of
Daman and Diu had the lowest mean risk (12.60%), followed by Bihar (13.63%) and Arunachal
Pradesh (14.71%).

In general, the cardiovascular risk is lower in rural areas compared with urban areas. But Goa has
bucked this trend with the rural areas showing a higher mean value (18.92%) than the urban areas
(18.79%).

In the case of Kerala, the difference between highest mean risk in rural (19.23%) and urban areas
(19.90%) is meagre.The same questionnaire and methodology was used throughout to collect
clinical, anthropometric, and biomarker measurements.

While smoking was more prevalent in poorer households and rural areas, wealthy households and
urban locations faced risks from high body mass index, high blood glucose and high systolic blood
pressure.
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‘India stands for a multi-polar order’

Ram Nath Kovind  

President Ram Nath Kovind, in a speech at the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign
Policy in Athens, said, “India is committed to an international order marked by robust, rules-based
multilateral institutions; by multi-polarity in international governance; and by investment and
connectivity projects that are viable, sustainable.”

Echoing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s remarks at the recent Shangri La Dialogue in Singapore
calling for “strategic autonomy”, President Kovind’s emphasis upon maintaining multilateral
commitments indicates that India is keen to maintain a non-aligned attitude towards major power
blocs in the world.

Pro-globalisation

The President, who is visiting Greece as part of his ongoing three-nation tour, said the
interconnections that marked the era of globalisation have come under stress in recent years but
urged Europe to join hands with India which is a “responsible power”, to preserve globalisation.
“As a responsible power, India seeks to be a rule framer and rule custodian,” he said.

President Kovind’s speech highlighted the syncretic connections between the European and
Indian traditions of art, politics and state formation and described Greece and India are “sister
civilisations” who have been part of the large family of humanity as exemplified in the Indian notion
of “ Vasudhaiva kutumbakam ”.

President Kovind’s speech in Greece coincided with External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj’s
ongoing visit to Europe.
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India’s pivot to Eurasia

 

Sandwiched between U.S. President Donald Trump’s acrimonious public exchanges with other
leaders at the G-7 (group of seven industrialised countries) summit (June 7-8) and the headline-
hogging U.S.-North Korea summit (June 12), the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
summit in Qingdao, China (June 9-10) attracted little international attention. It was the first SCO
summit attended by India as a full-fledged member (It has been an observer since 2005.)

The SCO grew out of the Shanghai Five grouping — of Russia, China, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Kyrgyzstan — which was set up in 1996 to resolve boundary disputes between China and each of
the four other members. It admitted Uzbekistan in 2001, re-christened itself the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation and broadened its agenda to include political, economic and security
cooperation. It admitted India and Pakistan as full members in 2017.

The SCO opportunity

The admission of India and Pakistan has expanded the geographical, demographic and economic
profile of the SCO, which now has about half the world’s population and a quarter of its GDP. Its
boundary extends southwards to the Indian Ocean.

The SCO’s relevance for India lies in geography, economics and geopolitics. Its members occupy
a huge landmass adjacent to India’s extended neighbourhood, where India has important
economic and security interests. Its Central Asian countries border Afghanistan, Pakistan and
China. A narrow sliver of land separates southern Tajikistan from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
When you have complicated relations with your neighbours, it makes sense to strengthen relations
with your neighbours’ neighbours. With Pakistan joining the Organisation and Afghanistan and Iran
knocking on the doors for membership, the logic of India’s membership becomes stronger.

Since the break-up of the Soviet Union, the optimal development of India’s relations with Central
Asian countries has been constrained by lack of overland access through Pakistan and
Afghanistan/Iran, because of political and/or security reasons. With new multimodal transport
corridors now envisaged through Iran, there are again prospects of invigorating trade and
investment links with this region (provided fresh U.S. sanctions on Iran do not stymie this effort).

In the formative years of the SCO, Russia pushed strongly for India to join it, to somewhat balance
China’s economic dominance in Central Asia. The Chinese were not responsive. China has since
consolidated its energy and economic foothold in the region, where ambitious infrastructure and
connectivity projects are envisaged as part of its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). It has secured the
simultaneous admission of Pakistan into the SCO. India has to carve out a political and economic
space for itself in Central Asia, alongside Russia’s role as net security provider and China’s
dominating economic presence. The Central Asian countries would welcome India breaking into
this Russia-China duopoly.

The India-Pakistan interaction was closely watched in Qingdao. The handshake and exchange of
pleasantries between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Pakistan President Mamnoon Hussain
were noted, as also the absence of bilateral altercations. It allayed apprehensions, expressed in
the run-up to Indian and Pakistani accession, that SCO deliberations would get bogged down by
India-Pakistan squabbles. It also respected the etiquette of international organisations: countries
join them to promote shared objectives, not to settle bilateral scores.
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The India-Pakistan track

Russian President Vladimir Putin has suggested that harmonious cooperation in the SCO may
pave the way for an India-Pakistan rapprochement, recalling that SCO membership had facilitated
resolution of China’s boundary disputes with Russia and Central Asian countries. Chinese officials
have also expressed this hope. The circumstances are not comparable. China made substantial
concessions to settle its boundary disputes with Russia and Central Asia, in pursuit of larger
strategic and economic objectives in the region. India-Pakistan differences extend well beyond a
boundary dispute, flow from different historical circumstances and are located in a different
geopolitical environment.

The SCO will, however, nudge both countries to cooperate in sensitive areas. One example is the
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) of the SCO, which coordinates cooperation for security
and stability, through intelligence-sharing on criminal and terrorist activities. India and Pakistan,
which exchange mutual recriminations in such matters, have to find ways of cooperating in the
RATS. Defence cooperation is another tricky area: enhanced linkages between armed forces is an
SCO objective. India has agreed to participate in the SCO’s counter-terrorism military exercises in
Russia later this year, when Indian and Pakistani troops will operate together. Reconciling Indian
and Pakistani perspectives in the SCO’s initiatives on Afghanistan would be yet another challenge.

The expansion of SCO has diluted its unanimity on hitherto shared perspectives. Tacitly accepting
the fact that India and Pakistan are not signatories to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
the Qingdao declaration confirms the compliance of the SCO’s NPT signatories to its provisions.
India’s reservations on China’s BRI are accommodated by excluding it from the list of SCO
members that endorse it (all except India). The boilerplate formulations on terrorism accommodate
the concerns of various members, without offending any. The essence of a functioning multilateral
framework is focusing on shared objectives and underplaying divergences.

Besides expanding opportunities for India in Central Asia, the SCO is a platform for articulating a
non-Western — as distinct from anti-Western — perspective on global issues. This includes
opposition to selective advocacy of regime change, self-serving homilies on human rights and
intrusive advice on domestic policies. It suits India that the SCO is not stridently anti-West in its
pronouncements. The U.S. cultivates relations with Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan to
ensure logistical support for its Afghanistan operations and to gradually wean them away from
Russian influence. These countries welcome the room for manoeuvre that this gives them. Russia
and China also carefully avoid strong anti-West postures in the SCO, preferring to deal with
differences quietly and bilaterally.

Balance of forces

The challenge for India — besides that of security and defence cooperation with Pakistan — may
come from increasing Chinese dominance of the SCO. This could happen if Russia-U.S. relations
worsen further, leading Russia to an even greater dependence on Chinese political and economic
support. Another possible game-changer could be the fallout of the much-heralded U.S.-North
Korea summit. If, as Mr. Trump has hinted, peace in the Korean peninsula leads to reduced
American military presence in the region, it would dramatically change the balance of forces in the
Asia-Pacific in favour of China. This would transform Eurasian dynamics, with an inevitable impact
on SCO.

P.S. Raghavan, a former diplomat, is Convenor of the National Security Advisory Board.
The views expressed are personal
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The imperative to offer refuge

This month, it is five years since Nargis first arrived in Delhi. The Afghan journalist in Herat,
Afghanistan had to flee her country after the Taliban threatened to kill her. But as a refugee in
India, she has had no opportunity to earn a living and has been unable to rebuild her life.

Today, India is host to over 200,000 refugees like her who have been forced to flee conflict and
persecution in their home countries. On World Refugee Day (June 20), there is a need to reassess
India’s approach to refugee protection, particularly in light of the regional refugee crisis after the
mass exodus of the Rohingya from Myanmar.

Traditionally, India has hosted several persecuted groups such as Tibetans and Sri Lankans.
While it is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention and has no domestic asylum law, it has
reiterated its commitment towards the protection of refugees at various international fora, including
the UN General Assembly.

One of the most significant affirmations of this commitment was demonstrated by India becoming
a signatory to the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, which was adopted by 193
countries in September 2016. In doing so, India has expressed its solidarity with those forced to
flee and agreed that protecting refugees and supporting the countries that shelter them are shared
international responsibilities that must be borne more equitably.

The Declaration sets the stage for a new framework for refugee protection — the Global Compact
on Refugees (GCR). The Compact is a coordinated effort to strengthen international response to
protracted refugee situations and comprehensively addresses all stages of refugee protection,
from reception to long-term solutions. Two of its key objectives are to ease pressures on host
countries and enhance refugee self-reliance. The GCR recognises that certain refugee situations
can last for decades and acknowledges that the burden is borne largely by developing countries,
that now host over 80% of the refugee population in the world. In light of this, it calls for support
from the international community in the form of resources. It also seeks to establish forums to
enable expertise-sharing to promote economic opportunities, decent work and job creation not just
for refugees but also for the host community. Since the Declaration was adopted, the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has been engaging with member states, UN bodies, and
non-governmental organisations to develop a plan for its practical implementation; this will be
finalised by the end of 2018.

Indian context

Although India has hosted refugees of varying nationalities for decades, the country has done little
beyond providing asylum. There have been some attempts to introduce a refugee law in the
country, the latest being the Asylum Bill 2015, introduced as a private member’s bill by Shashi
Tharoor. However, none has gone the distance and the government continues to adopt an ad hoc
approach towards this group. Given that most refugees have been unable to return to their
countries, leading to protracted refugee situations, there is an urgent need for the government to
develop a uniform framework for their management during their stay in India.

For instance, due to their unclear legal status and lack of uniform documentation, refugees have
limited access to essential services and almost no avenues for livelihood. While some refugees
have been able to generate income by working in the informal sector, many of them, especially
vulnerable women like Nargis, are at the mercy of touts and traffickers even within their own
community. At best, they are forced to rely on income from odd jobs which is an unsustainable
livelihood option that often leaves them exposed to exploitation.
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The solution to this may lie within the GCR, which calls for States to identify gaps and
opportunities for employment and income generation for refugees in a bid to enhance their self-
reliance. Moreover, it specifies the need to include the host community in enabling mapping skills,
vocational training and capacity-building among refugee populations, thereby fostering
understanding and cooperation among the communities and paving the way for a socially
cohesive approach.

India’s commitment to refugee protection under the GCR is evident in its active participation in
ongoing GCR consultations, where it has emphasised the need for a clear mechanism for the
refugee response regime. Therefore this is an opportune time for India to reassess the need for a
national asylum policy which is compliant with the principles laid down in the GCR. This will not
only re-establish India’s place as a democratic regional power committed to core humanitarian
principles but will also provide refugees such as Nargis a chance to give back to the country that
has adopted her.

Pallavi Saxena and Nayantara Raja are refugee lawyers based in New Delhi
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NASA Curiosity rover analysing Mars rocks again

NASA's Curiosity rover used the Mars Hand Lens Imager (MAHLI) to capture this set of 55 high-
resolution images, which were stitched together to create this full-color self-portrait.   | Photo
Credit: NASA

Curiosity rover will start analysing drilled samples on Mars in one of its onboard labs for the first
time in more than a year, the US space agency said.

On May 20, a technique called “feed extended drilling” allowed Curiosity to drill its first rock sample
since October 2016, and on May 31, an additional technique called “feed extended sample
transfer” successfully trickled rock powder into the rover for processing by its mineralogy
laboratory. Delivery to its chemistry laboratory will follow in the week ahead.

“This was no small feat. It represents months and months of work by our team to pull this off,” said
Jim Erickson, project manager of the Mars Science Laboratory mission, which is led by NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena in the US. “JPL’s engineers had to improvise a new way
for the rover to drill rocks on Mars after a mechanical problem took the drill offline in December
2016.”

Testing of both the new drilling method and sample delivery will continue to be refined as
Curiosity’s engineers study their results from Mars, NASA said in a statement.

“The science team was confident that the engineers would deliver..so confident that we drove
back to a site that we missed drilling before. The gambit paid off, and we now have a key sample
we might have never gotten,” said Ashwin Vasavada of JPL, the mission’s project scientist. “It’s
quite remarkable to have a moment like this, five years into the mission. It means we can resume
studying Mount Sharp, which Curiosity is climbing, with our full range of scientific tools.”

The sample transfer technique allows Curiosity to position its drill over two small inlets on top of
the rover’s deck, trickling in the appropriate amount of rock powder for the onboard laboratories to
do their analyses. This delivery method had already been successfully tested at JPL. However,
that’s here on Earth; on Mars, the thin, dry atmosphere provides very different conditions for
powder falling out of the drill.

“On Mars we have to try and estimate visually whether this is working, just by looking at images of
how much powder falls out,” said John Michael Moorokian of JPL. Too little powder, and the
laboratories can’t provide accurate analyses. Too much, and it could overfill the instruments,
clogging parts or contaminating future measurements. A successful test of the delivery method on
May 22 led to even further improvements in the delivery technique.
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War games to hone anti-submarine skills

The Navies of India, Japan and the U.S. will enhance their anti-submarine warfare skills in this
year’s Malabar naval war games to be held off the coast of Guam from June 7 to 16.

For the first time in a Malabar exercise, all three Navies are deploying their maritime
reconnaissance (MR) aircraft to sharpen those skills.

“Each side has aircraft which can lay sono buoys and we will also monitor each other’s sono
buoys. We will cross-attach people from all three countries,” the Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff,
Vice-Admiral G. Ashok Kumar, said.

While the Indian Navy is deploying a P-8I long-range MR aircraft, the U.S. is deploying two P-8A
aircraft and Japan is sending a Kawasaki P-1 MR aircraft. In addition, Japan and the U.S. have
anti-submarine warfare helicopters on board their helicopter carrier JS Ise and aircraft carrier USS
Ronald Reagan , respectively.

The U.S. has one nuclear attack submarine, USS Pasadena , and Japan for the first time is
deploying a Soryu class conventional submarine.

However, the Indian Navy does not have any anti-submarine warfare helicopter in the exercise.
Indian effort would be limited to P-8I and the sonars on ships. The Navy’s anti-submarine warfare
helicopter fleet is dependent on the ageing Sea Kings and is in urgent need of new
helicopters.“The exercise contributes towards increasing the level of mutual understanding,
interoperability and sharing of the best practices between the three navies,” the Navy said.
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Be agents of change, President tells Governors

Warm welcome:President Ram Nath Kovind greeting Governors at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi on Monday.PTIPTI  

President Ram Nath Kovind said here on Monday that the people of a State look at the offices of
the Governor as the “fount of ideals and values”.

Inaugurating a two-day Governors’ conference at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Monday, he asked
these constitutional functionaries to be agents of change.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who spoke at the inaugural session, asked Governors to use their
public experience to ensure that people benefited from the flagships schemes of the Central
government, and asked them to visit some of the villages that had been electrified for the first time.
“The institution of Governor has a pivotal role to play within the federal structure and constitutional
framework of our country,” Prime Minister Modi was quoted as saying in an official statement.

In his opening remarks, President Kovind said, “The people of the State view the office of the
Governor and the Raj Bhavan as a fount of ideals and values.”

Against the backdrop of the government formation efforts recently in Karnataka, when the
Congress and the Janata Dal(S) had accused Governor Vajubhai Bala as partisan, President
Kovind’s remarks are significant.

The President said a Governor was not only an important link in the federal structure of the
country but also “a mentor and a guide to the State governments” in preparing a road map for
development of 100 million tribal people and other marginalised sections.

“As Governors, you can help in the shaping of a road map for the betterment of lives of our fellow
citizens who have not benefited as much as expected from our development journey,” he said.

‘Guardians of youth’

The President also urged Governors to serve as “guardians to India’s youth” in their role of
Chancellors of universities. He said that nearly 94% of the students enrolled in higher education
study in universities under the purview of the State government. “It is for you to inspire State
universities to maintain discipline and integrity,” he said.

President Kovind also sought suggestions from Governors on the celebrations for the 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. Beginning October 2, this year, the Centre has decided to
celebrate it over a 24-month period.

Prime Minister Modi suggested that universities be focal point for such celebrations.

The Prime Minister also urged Governors of States with a substantial tribal population to ensure
that they benefited from government programmes on education, sports and financial inclusion.

Mr. Modi also mentioned some key themes of development such as the National Nutrition Mission,
rural electrification and development parameters in ‘aspirational districts’ and the move towards
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan from April 14, right now being implemented across 16,000 village, focussing
on seven key schemes.
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The rot in rehabilitation

A file picture of houses along the Cooum River, in Chennai.   | Photo Credit: R. Ragu

Another season of evictions has begun in Chennai. As temperatures soar in the city, thousands of
families living along the Cooum river watch bulldozers reduce to rubble their homes, painstakingly
built over decades.

Over 4,000 homes were demolished to “restore” the Cooum in 2017. Scores of once-buzzing
neighbourhoods, with their schools, youth clubs, community halls, and shrines, are now
wastelands of debris. Their buried histories will soon be overwritten by landscaped parks with
fountains or bicycle tracks, going by national trends in urban riverfront development.
Contemporary eco-restoration projects are everywhere dislodging ecologies of low-income
settlement and urban livelihoods, whether on the Yamuna in Delhi, the Sabarmati in Ahmedabad
or the Musi in Hyderabad. River rejuvenation has emerged as among the most exclusionary
interventions in our urban development landscape, sparking large-scale human tragedy.

Rehoused and excluded

Where do the people go? The more fortunate, who can prove eligibility, are rehoused in vast
ghettos that have sprung up on India’s metropolitan peripheries, shaping a new urban geography
of apartheid. These resettlement colonies have high concentrations of Dalits, Other Backward
Classes and indigent Muslims whose disconnection from the urban mainstream has earned them
the label of “a new urban untouchability”.

In Chennai, families evicted from the banks of the Cooum were moved to resettlement colonies in
Perumbakkam and Gudapakkam outside the city, where the government has built thousands of
multi-storied tenements. In official accounts, they have been rehoused in “integrated townships”
with all the basic amenities.

However, the reality is starkly different. Behind the façades of the new buildings, a third-rate
quality of construction and services emerges. Residents point to leaking roofs, crumbling plaster,
and broken pipes. Although families were moved to Gudapakkam over a year ago, street lights
have not been provided, compromising the safety of women and girls. The settlement is 35 km
from the city, but nothing has been done to ease the commute of workers and students.
Government childcare centres (anganwadis) are absent. All this has blocked women from rejoining
the workforce. In Perumbakkam, where 10,000 families live, a small primary school has functioned
for over two years from residential tenements, violating the Right to Education Act. Only teachers
use the indoor toilets, while children are forced to use the open spaces behind the school. By
Integrated Child Development Services norms, the settlement should have 62 anganwadis. Only
seven have been established. There are only two ration shops where there should be 10.

These are not simply teething problems. Chennai’s older resettlement colonies, Kannagi Nagar
and Semmencheri, built in the early 2000s, have seen some improvement over time, yet
discrimination remains inscribed in every line of their structures and systems. In Semmencheri,
6,500 families have been housed since 2006 in units measuring 150 sft. Residents report that
water, supplied through public taps, is erratic and contains worms. Drainpipes are broken and
sewage stagnates in some areas. Classrooms in the primary school are too few and too small,
teachers are indifferent, and the quality of the food is poor. The Primary Health Centre, built six
years after resettlement, has three of five sanctioned doctors, all trainees with little experience. So,
patients are redirected elsewhere for even slightly complicated complaints and for all first
deliveries. The term “sub-standard settlements”, used to refer to slums, is ironically apt for these
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state-built colonies ostensibly intended to improve living conditions for slum-dwellers.

Social problems

But physical conditions are only the tip of the iceberg. Delhi’s Bawana, Mumbai’s Mahul, and even
Chennai’s Kannagi Nagar, now regarded as the queen of resettlement sites, are fearful places for
parents of young children. Young boys are routinely chased, rounded up, beaten and incarcerated
by the police under pressure to control crime. Rates of child marriage in Kannagi Nagar are high,
as parents see marriage as the only way to protect daughters from sexual assault. Numerous
instances of trafficking and kidnapping of girls are reported. The sale and abuse of drugs and
alcohol, and the incidence of domestic abuse, theft, suicides and murders are much higher than in
other parts of the city. Senior police officials and local school authorities confess helplessness.
They ascribe these problems to broken livelihoods, economic stress and indebtedness, and to the
effects of crowding lakhs of low-income residents from hundreds of city slums into a single
substandard settlement.

Resettlement colonies are simmering sites of discontent and despair. The rot in resettlement
models must provoke a rethinking of this approach to building “slum-free cities”.

Karen Coelho is an urban anthropologist and Vanessa Peter is a policy researcher
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Available, accessible, but not stable

“While the National Food Security Act addresses issues of access, availability and utilisation, it is
largely silent on the issue of stability.” A scene from a market in Ahmedabad.   | Photo Credit: AP

The right to food is a well established principle of international human rights law. It has evolved to
include an obligation for state parties to respect, protect, and fulfil their citizens’ right to food
security. Our current understanding of food security includes the four dimensions of access,
availability, utilisation and stability. As a state party to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, India has the obligation
to ensure the right to be free from hunger and the right to adequate food.

Broadly speaking, attitudes towards food security in India can be divided into two generations
subsequent to Independence. While the demarcation is far from exact, it indicates how the
importance given to different elements of food security altered over time.

The years post-Independence were turbulent for India. Memories of the Bengal famine remained
fresh and fears of a food shortage were rampant. Hunger was thought to be a function of
inadequate food production. In 1974, the World Food Conference defined food security primarily in
terms of production — as the “availability at all times of adequate world food supplies.”

It is arguable that the framing of food security in quantitative terms sparked India’s determination
to initiate the Green Revolution to boost food production. While the programme achieved dramatic
increases in rice and wheat production in some parts of the country, its devastating environmental
impact has also rightly been critiqued.

Two occurrences over the 1980s and 1990s set the stage for what we understand as food security
in India today. The first was when the Supreme Court dramatically expanded the ambit of rights
that citizens could claim against the state. While no explicit ‘right to food’ could be made out, there
was an increased mention of food as being among a cluster of basic rights integral to human
dignity. The second was a shift of the frame from the problem of availability to the problem of
access.

The 1980s and 1990s saw an increasing acknowledgement that India’s focus on increasing food
supplies was falling short of actually ameliorating hunger. Even as the data showed that India had
transformed from a food deficit nation to a food surplus one, seminal research by Amartya Sen
and others revealed that hunger and food security were tied to the issue of access — that is, in
spite of ample quantities of grain, and a variety of government efforts such as the Public
Distribution System, people were dying of starvation because they were unable to physically or
financially (or both) reach this food. This view of food security was mirrored at an international
level too. In 1996, the World Food Summit stated that food security was achieved “when all
people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food.”

This focus on access culminated in India in a 2001 case brought by the People’s Union for Civil
Liberties, in which the Supreme Court evolved a right to food and read it into the right to life
provisions of the Constitution. Following that, a host of court orders and directions ultimately
resulted in the 2013 National Food Security Act (NFSA), which has been lauded for guaranteeing
a quantitative “right to food” to all Indians. However, the NFSA suffers from serious lacunae in its
drafting, which severely undermine its stated objective of giving legal form to the right to food in
India.

The NFSA surprisingly does not guarantee a universal right to food. Instead, it limits the right to
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food to those identified on the basis of certain criteria. It then goes on to further restrict the right to
75% of the Indian population. It also specifies that a claim under the Act would not be available in
times of “war, flood, drought, fire, cyclone or earthquake” (notably, it is within the Central
government’s remit to declare whether such an occassion has arisen). Given that a right to food
becomes most valuable in exactly these circumstances, it is questionable whether the Act is
effective in guaranteeing the right that it is meant to.

Another problematic aspect of the NFSA is its embrace of certain objectives that are to be
“progressively realised”. These provisions include agrarian reforms, public health and sanitation,
and decentralised procurement, but they make no mention of the need to reconsider fundamental
assumptions about our agricultural systems and look at food security in a more comprehensive
manner. It is arguable that the rubric of “progressive realisation” actually retards food security
reform in the country. This is because some of the elements mentioned under this head are
already incorporated in laws and policies at the State and national levels. Demarcating them as
obligations to be realised “progressively” will lead to counter-intuitive results where the States will
simply refrain from doing any more than what the NFSA explicitly requires them to do.

Worryingly, the framing of the NFSA as being the final word on government commitments to
provide food security to citizens might instead have the result of limiting the courts with respect to
how far citizen entitlements can be extended. This fear was borne out in the recent Swaraj
Abhiyan cases that address the impact of government failures in tackling consecutive drought
years in India. While the court took a strong stance in ordering the executive to implement the
provisions of the NFSA, it was reluctant to go beyond the provisions of the NFSA in terms of what
it could order the government to give citizens. Given that the NFSA predominantly mentions just
rice and wheat, and that too for only some citizens, this has worrying implications.

Finally, while the NFSA addresses issues of access, availability and, even tangentially, utilisation,
it is largely silent on the issue of stability of food supplies — a startling omission given India’s
vulnerability to climate change impacts, to name one impending threat to food security.

Thus there is a need to frame a “third generation” food security law and recognise and mainstream
issues including increasing natural disasters and climate adaptation. Such a framework would
robustly address the challenges facing the country’s food security across all four dimensions and
make a coordinated effort to resolve them instead of the piecemeal efforts that have characterised
such attempts so far.

Food security brings together diverse issues such as inequality, food diversity, indigenous rights
and environmental justice. Given the current crises in India, it is time we prepare a third generation
right to food legislation that recognises that a climate-as-usual scenario no longer exists. Such a
legislation would ideally be rooted in the principle of a right to food security in its true spirit and not
merely as a sound bite.

Shalini Iyengar is faculty with School of Law, Environment and Planning at Srishti School of Art,
Design and Technology, Bengaluru, and Balakrishna Pisupati is Chairperson, Forum for Law,
Environment, Development and Governance
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Governance and the Governor

The article, “Do we need the office of the Governor?” (Editorial page, May 24, 2018), raises
important questions about a constitutional post which has come under fire. While the
developments in Karnataka over government formation after the Assembly election results are the
peg for this, calls to do away with this often maligned position are hardly new.

Under the constitutional scheme, the Governor’s mandate is substantial. From being tasked with
overseeing government formation, to reporting on the breakdown of constitutional machinery in a
State, to maintaining the chain of command between the Centre and the State, he can also
reserve his assent to Bills passed by the State Legislature and promulgate ordinances if the need
arises. Further, under Article 355, the Governor, being the Central authority in a State, acts as an
overseer in this regard.

There are numerous examples of the Governor’s position being abused, usually at the behest of
the ruling party at the Centre. The root lies in the process of appointment itself. The post has been
reduced to becoming a retirement package for politicians for being politically faithful to the
government of the day. Consequently, a candidate wedded to a political ideology could find it
difficult to adjust to the requirements of a constitutionally mandated neutral seat. This could result
in bias, as appears to have happened in Karnataka.

A possible solution would be not to nominate career politicians and choose “eminent persons”
from other walks of life. Both the Sarkaria and M.M. Punchhi Commissions seem to hint at this.
But this could also lead to the creation of sycophants within the intelligentsia, an equally
worrisome prospect. On the other hand, there are instances of politicians who have risen above
partisan politics, and performed their role with dignity and without fear or favour. In this one can
think of former President Pranab Mukherjee, former Lok Sabha Speaker Somnath Chatterjee, and
former West Bengal Governor Gopalkrishna Gandhi.

One has to consider the verdict of the Supreme Court in B.P. Singhal v. Union of India, on
interpreting Article 156 of the Constitution and the arbitrary removal of Governors before the
expiration of their tenure. This judgment is crucial since a fixed tenure for Governors could go
quite far in encouraging neutrality and fairness in the discharge of their duties, unmindful of the
dispensation at the Centre.

Undoubtedly, the most crucial issue relates to the exercise of gubernatorial discretion. The
Governor has the task of inviting the leader of the largest party/alliance, post-election, to form the
government; overseeing the dismissal of the government in case of a breakdown of the
Constitution in the State; and, through his report, recommending the imposition of President’s rule.
There are examples of the last two having been frequently misused to dismiss “belligerent” State
governments, but this has been checked substantially by the Supreme Court through S.R.
Bommai v. Union of India. Following the Sarkaria Commission’s recommendations, the Court
underlined that the breakdown of constitutional machinery implied a virtual impossibility, and not
mere difficulty, in carrying out governance in a State. It said that while the subjective satisfaction of
the President regarding such a breakdown was beyond judicial scrutiny, the material on which
such satisfaction was based could certainly be analysed by the judiciary, including the Governor’s
report. It reserved the power to declare this report mala fide and restore the dismissed
government. The same idea can be extended in case of the Governor’s discretion in inviting a
party to form the government.

Since the Bommai verdict allows the Supreme Court to investigate claims of mala fide in the
Governor’s report, a similar extension to cover mala fide in the invitation process could be a
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potential solution.

In India, the balance in power is tilted towards the Union. The importance of the Governor’s
position arises not from the exceptional circumstances that necessitate the use of his discretion,
but as a crucial link within this federal structure in maintaining effective communication between
the Centre and a State. As a figurehead who ensures the continuance of governance in the State,
even in times of constitutional crises, his role is often that of a neutral arbiter in disputes settled
informally within the various strata of government, and as the conscience keeper of the
community.

In the current political climate — examples being Goa, Manipur and Karnataka — it may seem
natural to suggest that the post of the Governor has outlived its utility. These occurrences are but
instances in a long chain of events stretching back decades, all of which point to the need to
ensure proper checks and balances to streamline the functioning of this office. However, misuse of
a position of power should not serve as a justification for removing the office altogether, unless
such a position has totally lost its relevance. Rather, these debates on limitations on the power of
constitutional functionaries should be allowed unimpeded to ensure the organic development of
our polity.

Agnidipto Tarafder is Assistant Professor (Law) at the West Bengal National University of Juridical
Sciences, Kolkata
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Abandoned at sea

Here’s why you should binge-watch Damaged, India’s first show about female serial killer

China’s 2015 Military Strategy had unequivocally declared the necessity for the country to
“…develop a modern maritime force commensurate with its national security needs; to safeguard
its national sovereignty and maritime interests, and… for building itself into a maritime power”. The
maiden sortie, on May 12, by the PLA Navy’s (PLAN) first home-built aircraft-carrier marked yet
another milestone in China’s resolute pursuit of comprehensive maritime power. Designated “Type
001”, this ship will join the refurbished Soviet-era carrier Liaoning, while a much bigger follow-on
“super carrier” — the “Type 002” — is stated to be under construction. If each of the PLAN’s three
fleets is to have a carrier, China will need 5-6 such ships.

The shift of maritime focus from “offshore waters defence” to “open seas protection”, mandated by
the 2015 Strategy, clearly signalled the PLAN’s intent to brush aside the notional “first island
chain” barrier, and sail into the blue waters of the Indo-Pacific to project power and exercise sea
control. Having inaugurated its first Indian Ocean base in Djibouti, and invested in strategically
located ports such as Gwadar and Hambantota, the PLAN is now well-positioned to mount
expeditionary operations at India’s doorstep.

Two aspects of China’s new strategy deserve the close attention of India’s defence planners. In
order to keep US Navy aircraft carriers at bay, Chinese scientists evolved a unique anti-ship
ballistic missile capability on which its “anti-access, area denial” (or A2/AD) doctrine is based. The
reconciliation of its strong belief in A2/AD with a hugely expensive carrier-building programme
signifies a major doctrinal shift within the PLAN. The other important point of note is China’s
obsession with technological autonomy. They have taken great pains to ensure that their home-
built carriers are equipped with an indigenous fighter. Having acquired a prototype Russian
Sukhoi-33, the Chinese reverse-engineered it to produce the J-15 (Flying Shark), a carrier-borne
fighter — disregarding Russian protests over IPR violations.

If India is to forestall intimidation, it will need to plan a robust maritime response. Regrettably,
declining defence budgets and a dysfunctional acquisition system have steadily eroded the
combat capability of our armed forces. In 2014, it seemed that India’s comatose military-industrial
complex would be jolted awake by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s inspiring exhortation to “Make
in India”. But four years later, an indifferent politico-bureaucratic system has reduced it to a sterile
slogan. In this bleak scenario, a look at the navy’s successful indigenisation endeavours is
educative.

Realising that no nation had ever become a maritime power by importing hardware, a far-sighted
naval leadership planted the seeds of self-reliance in the 1960s by persuading the government to
embark on indigenous warship production. In the face of great scepticism, Mazagon Docks
undertook licence production of the British-designed Leander class frigate, and delivered the first
ship in 1972. Supported by a naval ship design organisation, our shipyards have since then
launched nearly 150 warships — ranging from patrol boats to aircraft-carriers and from
hydrographic vessels to nuclear submarines. Indigenous in design, these home-built warships
await the development of weapon, sensor and propulsion systems by our scientists.

Having tasted success in warship-building, the navy turned its attention to the field of aeronautics.
In the early 1990s, finding the DRDO’s Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) programme in the doldrums,
the Indian Navy (IN) decided to explore the feasibility of a carrier-borne version. The decision to
initiate an LCA-Navy programme acknowledged the talent and ingenuity of our aircraft designers
and engineers and aimed to energise our stagnant defence-technology base. A closer
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examination of the embryo-LCA revealed major challenges in adapting a shore-based aircraft to fly
from a ship but the navy affirmed its faith in the programme by initiating a development
programme and contributing over Rs 400 crore as well as engineers and test pilots to this DRDO
project.

Very early in the programme, the IN had, realistically, acknowledged the possibility that this project
may not succeed or fail to meet the timelines required for India’s first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier
(IAC-1). A conscious decision was thus taken that while the LCA-Navy project would be funded
and progressed, the service would, as a measure of prudence, identify an alternative aircraft for its
new carriers. As the LCA-Navy programme kept slipping, this alternative turned out to be the MiG-
29K, which now flies from INS Vikramaditya.

The IAF inducted the LCA into squadron service in 2016 and has placed an order for 123 more
aircraft. In the navy’s case, the prototype LCA-Navy was rolled out in July 2010 and first flew in
April 2012. While a few simulated carrier trials have been undertaken from ashore, there is a long
way to go before the LCA is ready for ship-borne operations. The IAF and navy versions of the
LCA are both powered by engines of US origin but they both suffer major performance shortfalls
due to deficit engine-thrust. On this count, both the services have declared their intention to look
for fighters from abroad.

This brings us to the closely-related topic of the indigenous Kaveri turbojet engine. Under
development for over two decades, the Kaveri is yet another DRDO venture that failed due as
much to design deficiencies as to indecisive project-management. The HF-24 Marut fighter,
abandoned prematurely, demonstrated that until India can design and produce its own aero-
engines, the performance of any indigenous aircraft will be constrained by technology that can be
imported. The ability to design a turbo-jet engine, however, involves arcane skills, and Kaveri’s
project-managers should have sought timely foreign expertise, instead of putting the project in
limbo.

One cannot emphasise strongly enough that the LCA and the Kaveri constitute the vital core
around which India can build a strong and dynamic aeronautical industry. Their design,
development and flight-testing programmes have yielded priceless data which must be exploited.
Steered to success, these projects could spawn a family of combat aircraft, drones and even
cruise missiles. A marine gas-turbine version of the Kaveri is also feasible to power our warships.

Most DRDO projects have failed due to the absence of political vision and guidance, coupled with
a deficit of project-management skills. The navy’s warship building programmes (including the
nuclear submarine projects) have clearly demonstrated that user-participation and project-
management by handpicked service officers are the keys to outstanding success.

Fifty years of bitter experience should prompt the PMO to initiate a major paradigm shift in
defence-industrial programmes. The user services must be placed in the driving seat of such
projects and experienced military personnel positioned in management positions. Strategised over
a 25-year timeframe and professionally managed, the LCA and Kaveri projects could become the
torch-bearers of Modi’s “Make in India” dream.
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Raja Mandala: Securing the littoral

Here’s why you should binge-watch Damaged, India’s first show about female serial killer

The Indo-Pacific as a geopolitical construct is here to stay. That is one major takeaway from this
year’s Shangri La Dialogue, the annual Asian security conclave in Singapore organised by the
London-based International Institute of Strategic Studies. If the US Defence Secretary General
James Mattis strongly defended the proposition that India is vital to the stabilisation of the Indo-
Pacific, Prime Minister Narendra Modi articulated in great detail Delhi’s own understanding of the
new geography in his keynote speech.

Even more important is India’s new willingness to match the rhetoric with concrete actions. During
his bilateral engagement with the leaders of Indonesia and Singapore last week, Modi laid the
foundation for maritime cooperation with key littoral states that connect the Indian Ocean to the
Pacific. Securing the eastern Indian Ocean in partnership with Southeast Asian littorals like
Singapore, Indonesia and Thailand could be one of the important near-term Indian contributions to
peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Barely a day before the Shangri La Dialogue began, Washington announced that it was changing
the name of the US Pacific Command into the Indo-Pacific Command. Addressing the conference,
Mattis emphasised that this was a recognition of the changing regional reality and the critical role
of India in shaping the future of this region. “We are looking right now at the role of the Indian
Ocean, with the largest democracy in the world coming into its own with economic progress —
that’s India. We need to recognise the growing significance of the Indian Ocean, the Indian
Subcontinent and India itself. So, I wanted to make certain that the title reflected the reality,” Mattis
said.

The region that has long called itself the “Asia Pacific” was surprised by the American use of the
term “Indo-Pacific” when President Donald Trump came for the East Asia Summit last November.
The National Security Strategy issued by the Trump administration last December fleshed out the
concept in a little more detail. Mattis is now suggesting that the region must come to terms with the
notion of Indo-Pacific.

Modi was convinced quite early in his prime ministerial tenure that India must play a larger role in
both the Indian and Pacific Oceans. At Shangri La, Modi called the Indo-Pacific “a natural region”
that stretches from the east coast of Africa to the west coast of America. He called the building of
a “stable, secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific Region” an “important pillar” of India’s partnership
with the United States. At the same time, the PM emphasised that India’s conception of Indo-
Pacific is not directed against any other nation (read China, which has expressed reservations on
the concept). Modi also rejected the conflation of the Indo-Pacific idea with that of the “Quad” —
the forum for consultation between India, US, Japan and Australia.

As Modi put it, India does not view the vast Indo-Pacific region as a “club of limited members”. He
insisted that the Indo-Pacific “stands for a free, open, inclusive region, which embraces us all in a
common pursuit of progress and prosperity. It includes all nations in this geography as also others
beyond who have a stake in it”.

Modi also sought to dispel the misperception among the Southeast Asian partners that India’s
support for the Indo-Pacific and the participation in the Quad would undermine the ASEAN. The
PM declared that Southeast Asia is the geographic core of the Indo-Pacific and that the ASEAN
must remain central to the construction of any architecture for the Indo-Pacific.
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It’s one thing to talk about big ideas and another to come up with specific matching actions. If
Modi’s address to the Shangri La Dialogue was an occasion to lay out India’s grand strategic
conception of the Indo-Pacific, his bilateral talks in Singapore and Jakarta saw the announcement
of some key decisions on maritime security cooperation.

At the Shangri La Dialogue, Modi pointed to India’s expanding bilateral, trilateral and multilateral
security cooperation with the maritime neighbours in Southeast Asia. Modi also referred to the joint
naval exercises with Singapore that have gone on for a quarter of a century. Of special import was
his announcement that India plans to conduct trilateral exercises in the near future with Singapore
and other ASEAN nations.

India has also begun to look beyond joint naval exercises towards more substantive maritime
cooperation. During Modi’s talks with Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, the two sides
formalised the agreement on mutual logistics support between the two navies that was signed last
November.

In Jakarta, Modi and the Indonesian president Joko Widodo unveiled a document on a shared
vision for the Indo-Pacific that will facilitate exchanges between the two coast guards, maritime
intelligence sharing, collaboration on disaster relief operations, and joint production of weapons.
The two sides also agreed on Delhi’s participation in the development of port infrastructure in
Sumatra and promoting greater connectivity between it and the Andaman and Nicobar Island
chain.

Regular trilateral and plurilateral exercises in the Andaman Sea and the Malacca Straits between
India and the Southeast Asian nations, greater interoperability between their naval forces, and the
joint development of infrastructure across this vital maritime estate will help develop a security
architecture for the eastern Indian Ocean that is at the heart of the Indo-Pacific.

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-06-20

Inaugural address of the President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind at the Conference of Governors
2018
President's Secretariat

Inaugural address of the President of India, Shri Ram Nath
Kovind at the Conference of Governors 2018

Posted On: 04 JUN 2018 12:19PM by PIB Delhi

 

A very warm welcome to all of you to Rashtrapati Bhavan and to the 49th

Conference of Governors. I would especially like to welcome the Governor of
Madhya Pradesh, Smt Anandiben Patel, the Governor of Odisha, Professor
Ganeshi Lal, and the Governor of Mizoram, Shri K. Rajasekharan, who are
participating in the Conference for the first time.

1.

 

This Conference is held annually, generally towards the beginning of the year.
However, the 2017 Conference could only be held in the month of October. Hence
this year’s Conference is taking place about seven months after the previous one.
Such Conferences provide an opportunity for Governors to interact and have
meaningful discussions with the Vice President, the Prime Minister, the Minister of
Home Affairs, members of the Council of Ministers, the Vice Chairman of NITI
Aayog and senior officials of the Government, all of whom are participating in the
Conference. We will be discussing important issues and charting out the future
course of action for these. In this context, the Conference of Governors holds a
distinct significance.

1.

 

As per the Constitution, the post of Governor has an exalted place in the scheme
of governance. The Governor is a mentor and guide to the state government and
an important link in the federal structure. The people of the state view the office of
the Governor and the Raj Bhavan as a fount of ideals and values.

1.

 

In the previous Conference, we had discussed issues related to “Infrastructure”,
“Public services”, and “Higher Education in the States and Skill Development”.
Extremely useful and valuable suggestions were received from all of you.

1.

 

As agreed to at the previous Conference, a Committee of Governors was
constituted. The Committee submitted its report in January 2018. The report
envisages the role of Governors as “Change Agents” in society. There will be a
discussion on the actions taken on this report in session IV today.

1.
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While drafting the agenda for this year's Conference, the central focus has been to
sensitise all of you to the programmes being implemented for the benefit of  those
of our fellow citizens who have been left behind in our development journey, and to
hold an in depth discussion on these programmes.  One hundred and fifteen (115)
Aspirational Districts, across various states, have committed themselves to speedy
development. There will be a presentation and discussion on the schemes being
implemented in these districts. Understanding this background will help you guide
a spectrum of stakeholders in their efforts to work for the welfare of the poor,
women, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, farmers and young people.
There are approximately 100 million people in our country who belong to the
Scheduled Tribes. A majority of this population lives in regions that are covered
under the Fifth and Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India. As Governors you
can help in the shaping of a road map for the betterment of lives of our fellow
citizens, who have not benefited as much as expected from our development
journey.

1.

 

India is blessed with the largest youth population in the world. As Governors, you
are guardians of our youth – in the sense that you can inspire young people to
absorb the right moral values and you can motivate them to both pursue modern
education and remain sensitive to our Indian ethos.

1.

 

 

As had been mentioned in the previous Conference of Governors, 69 per cent of
all universities in our country come under the purview of state governments. About
94 per cent of students enrolled for higher education study in these universities.
You are the Chancellors of most of these universities. In your capacity as
Chancellors of state universities, it is for you to provide the necessary impetus and
inspiration to these institutions and to enhance the level of scholarship. With the
instruments of your office and with your rich experience in public life, you are
ideally equipped for this responsibility. You can help ensure that admissions of
students and appointments of teachers in state universities are completed well in
time and in a transparent manner. You can also help ensure that examinations,
declaration of results and convocations take place as scheduled. It is for you to
inspire state universities to maintain this discipline and integrity. In a fast changing,
globalised environment, it is equally essential to keep the academic curriculum
updated so as to maintain the contemporary relevance of education. As Governors
of your states, it is for you to engage the youth and motivate them to use their
academic achievements for the welfare of society and of our country. We need to
strive collectively for a better life for our coming generations.

1.

 

The Government of India has decided to commemorate the 150th birth anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi over a 24-month period commencing October 2, 2018. A
National Committee chaired by the President has been constituted for this
purpose. The first meeting of the National Committee was held on May 2, 2018, in

1.
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the Rashtrapati Bhavan complex. Many noteworthy suggestions were received
during the meeting. This Conference has an entire session dedicated to discussing
the commemoration of the 150th birth anniversary of the Father of the Nation. As
we know, Gandhiji believed in constructive and actionable programmes that made
a difference to the lives of ordinary people. There would be no better way to
cherish his memory than to strive for genuine and meaningful social
transformation. Gandhiji gave us an unfailing talisman. He said that to judge the
efficacy of any action we contemplate, we should ask ourselves if it would be of
help to the weakest, poorest and most disadvantaged person we know. We must
keep this talisman in mind and I would welcome suggestions from all of you to put
Gandhiji’s ideals and values into practice.
 

I am confident that the presence and the contributions of the Vice President, and
of the Prime Minister, the Minister of Home Affairs and their senior ministerial
colleagues will make the deliberations of this Conference even more meaningful.
All of you have rich experience in public life. I am confident that all of you will give
valuable suggestions during this Conference. The deliberations will help us in our
efforts to build a society marked by sensitivity, fraternity and inclusion.

1.

 

With these words, Ladies and Gentlemen, I declare the Conference of Governors
2018 open. I request the Minister of Home Affairs to take forward the proceedings.

1.

 

Thank you, 

Jai Hind!

 

***

AKT/HS/SK

 

 

 

(Release ID: 1534220) Visitor Counter : 769
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Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong,

Thank you for your friendship, your leadership of India-Singapore partnership and a better
future for the region.

Defence Ministers,

Mr. John Chipman,

Dignitaries and Excellencies,

Namaskar and a very good evening to all of you!

 

I am pleased to return to a region, known to India since ancient times as Swarnabhoomi, (the land
of gold).

I am also happy to be here in a special year. In a land-mark year of India’s relationship with
ASEAN.

In January, we had the unique honour of hosting ten ASEAN leaders on our Republic Day. The
ASEAN-India Summit was a testimony of our commitment to ASEAN, and to our Act East policy.

For thousands of years, Indians have turned to the East. Not just to see the Sun rise, but also to
pray for its light to spread over the entire world. The human-kind now looks to the Rising East, with
the hope to see the promise that this 21st century beholds for the whole world, because the
destiny of the world will be deeply influenced by the course of developments in the Indo-Pacific
region.

Because, this new age of promise is also caught in shifting plates of global politics and the fault
lines of history. I am here to say that the future we seek does not have to be as elusive as Shangri
La; that we can shape this region in our collective hopes and aspirations. No where is it more apt
to pursue this than in Singapore.This great nation shows us that when the oceans are open, the
seas are secure, countries are connected, the rule of law prevails and the region is stable, nations,
small and large, prosper as sovereign countries. Free and fearless in their choices.

Singapore also shows that when nations stand on the side of principles, not behind one power or
the other, they earn the respect of the world and a voice in international affairs. And, when they
embrace diversity at home, they seek an inclusive world outside.

For India, though, Singapore means more. It’s the spirit that unites a lion nation and a lion
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city.Singapore is our springboard to ASEAN. It has been, for centuries, a gateway for India to the
East.For over two thousand years, the winds of monsoons, the currents of seas and the force of
human aspirations have built timeless links between India and this region. It was cast in peace and
friendship, religion and culture, art and commerce, language and literature. These human links
have lasted, even as the tides of politics and trade saw their ebb and flow.

Over the past three decades, we have re-claimed that heritage to restore our role and
relationships in the region. For India, no region now receives as much attention as this. And, for
good reasons.

Oceans had an important place in Indian thinking since pre-Vedic times. Thousands of years ago,
the Indus Valley Civilisation as well as Indian peninsula had maritime trade. Oceans and Varuna –
the Lord of all Waters – find a prominent place in the world’s oldest books- the Vedas. In ancient
Puranas, written thousands of years ago, the geographical definition of India is with reference to
the seas: Uttaron Yat Samudrasya meaning, the land which lies to the north of the seas.

Lothal, in my home state Gujarat, was among the world's oldest ports. Even today there are
remains of a dock. No wonder Gujaratis are enterprising and travel widely even today! The Indian
Ocean has shaped much of India’s history. It now holds the key to our future. The ocean carries
90% of India’s trade and our energy sources. It is also the life line of global commerce. The Indian
Ocean connects regions of diverse cultures and different levels of peace and prosperity. It also
now bears ships of major powers. Both raise concerns of stability and contest.

To the East, the Malacca Strait and South China Sea connect India to the Pacific and to most of
our major partners - ASEAN, Japan, Republic of Korea, China and the Americas. Our trade in the
region is growing rapidly. And, a significant part of our overseas investments flow in this direction.
ASEAN alone accounts for over 20%.

Our interests in the region are vast, and our engagement is deep. In the Indian Ocean region, our
relationships are becoming stronger. We are also helping build economic capabilities and improve
maritime security for our friends and partners. We promote collective security through forums like
Indian Ocean Naval Symposium.

We are advancing a comprehensive agenda of regional co-operation through Indian Ocean Rim
Association. And, we also work with partners beyond the Indian Ocean Region to ensure that the
global transit routes remain peaceful and free for all.

Three years ago, in Mauritius, I described our vision in one word – Sagar, which means ocean in
Hindi. And, Sagar stands for Security and Growth for All in the Region and, that is the creed we
follow to our East now even more vigorously through our Act East Policy by seeking to join India,
especially her East and North-East, with our land and maritime partners to the east.

South-east Asia is our neighbour by land and sea. With each Southeast Asian country, we have
growing political, economic and defence ties. With ASEAN, from dialogue partners, we have
become strategic partners over the course of 25 years. We pursue our relations through annual
summits and 30 dialogue mechanisms. But even more through a shared vision for the region, and
the comfort and familiarity of our old links.

We are active participants in ASEAN-led institutions like East Asia Summit, A.D.M.M. Plus and
A.R.F. We are part of BIMSTEC and Mekong-Ganga Economic Corridor - a bridge between South
and Southeast Asia.

Our ties with Japan – from economic to strategic – have been completely transformed. It is a
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partnership of great substance and purpose that is a corner-stone of India’s Act East Policy. There
is a strong momentum in our cooperation with Republic of Korea. And, there is a fresh energy in
our partnerships with Australia, as also New Zealand.

With several of our partners, we meet in formats of three or more. More than three years ago, I
landed at dawn in Fiji to start a successful new phase of engagement with Pacific Island Nations.
The meetings of the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation, or FIPIC, have bridged the
distance of geography through shared interests and action.

Beyond East and Southeast Asia, our partnerships are strong and growing. It is a measure of our
strategic autonomy that India’s Strategic Partnership, with Russia, has matured to be special and
privileged.

Ten days ago in an informal summit at Sochi, President Putin and I shared our views on the need
for a strong multi-polar world order for dealing with the challenges of our times. At the same time,
India’s global strategic partnership with the United States has overcome the hesitations of history
and continues to deepen across the extraordinary breadth of our relationship. It has assumed new
significance in the changing world. And, an important pillar of this partnership is our shared vision
of an open, stable, secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific Region. No other relationship of India has
as many layers as our relations with China. We are the world’s two most populous countries and
among the fastest growing major economies. Our cooperation is expanding. Trade is growing.
And, we have displayed maturity and wisdom in managing issues and ensuring a peaceful border.

In April, a two-day informal Summit with President Xi helped us cement our understanding that
strong and stable relations between our two nations are an important factor for global peace and
progress. I firmly believe that, Asia and the world will have a better future when India and China
work together in trust and confidence, sensitive to each other's interests.

India has a growing partnership with Africa, propelled through mechanisms such as India-Africa
Forum Summits. At its core are cooperation based on Africa’s requirements, and a history of
warmth and mutual respect.

Friends,

Coming back to our region, India’s growing engagement is accompanied by deeper economic and
defence cooperation. We have more trade agreements in this part of the world than in any other.
We have Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements with Singapore, Japan and South
Korea.

We have Free Trade Agreements with ASEAN and Thailand. And, we are now actively
participating in concluding the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement. I have
just paid my first visit to Indonesia, India’s neighbour 90 nautical miles close, and not 90 nautical
miles apart.

My friend President Widodo and I upgraded India-Indonesia relations to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. Among other shared interests, we have a common vision for maritime
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. On way from Indonesia, I stopped over briefly in Malaysia to meet
one of ASEAN's most senior leaders, Prime Minister Mahathir.

Friends,

India Armed Forces, especially our Navy, are building partnerships in the Indo-Pacific region for
peace and security, as well as humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. They train, exercise
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and conduct goodwill missions across the region. For example, with Singapore, we have the
longest un-interrupted naval exercise, which is in its twenty fifth year now.

We will start a new tri-lateral exercise with Singapore soon and we hope to extend it to other
ASEAN countries. We work with partners like Vietnam to build mutual capabilities. India conducts
Malabar Exercise with the United States and Japan. A number of regional partners join in India’s
Exercise Milan in the Indian Ocean, and participate in RIMPAC in the Pacific.

We are active in the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery
against Ships in Asia – in this very city. Distinguished members of the audience, Back home, our
principal mission is transforming India to a New India by 2022, when Independent India will be 75
years young.

We will sustain growth of 7.5 to 8% per year. As our economy grows, our global and regional
integration will increase. A nation of over 800 million youth knows that their future will be secured
not just by the scale of India's economy, but also by the depth of global engagement. More than
any where else, our ties will deepen and our presence will grow in the region. But, the future we
seek to build needs a stable bedrock of peace. And, this is far from certain.

There are shifts in global power, change in the character of global economy and daily disruption in
technology. The foundations of the global order appear shaken. And, the future looks less certain.
For all our progress, we live on the edge of uncertainty, of unsettled questions and unresolved
disputes; contests and claims; and clashing visions and competing models.

We see growing mutual insecurity and rising military expenditure; internal dislocations turning into
external tensions; and new fault lines in trade and competition in the global commons. Above all,
we see assertion of power over re-course to international norms. In the midst of all this, there are
challenges that touch us all, including the un-ending threat of terrorism and extremism. This is a
world of inter-dependent fortunes and failures. And, no nation can shape and secure it on its own.

It is a world that summons us to rise above divisions and competition to work together. Is that
possible?

Yes. It is possible. I see ASEAN as an example and inspiration. ASEAN represents the greatest
level of diversity of culture, religion, language, governance and prosperity of any grouping in the
world.

It was born when Southeast Asia was a frontline of global competition, a theatre of a brutal war
and a region of uncertain nations. Yet, today, ASEAN has united ten countries behind a common
purpose. ASEAN unity is essential for a stable future for this region.

And, each of us must support it, not weaken it. I have attended four East Asia Summits. I am
convinced that ASEAN can integrate the broader region. In many ways, ASEAN is already leading
the process. In doing so, it has laid the foundation of the Indo-Pacific Region. The East Asia
Summit and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership – two important initiatives of
ASEAN – embrace this geography.

 

Friends,

The Indo-Pacific is a natural region. It is also home to a vast array of global opportunities and
challenges. I am increasingly convinced with each passing day that the destinies of those of us
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who live in the region are linked. Today, we are being called to rise above divisions and
competition to work together.

The ten countries of South East Asia connect the two great oceans in both the geographical and
civilizational sense. Inclusiveness, openness and ASEAN centrality and unity, therefore, lie at the
heart of the new Indo-Pacific. India does not see the Indo-Pacific Region as a strategy or as a club
of limited members.

Nor as a grouping that seeks to dominate. And by no means do we consider it as directed against
any country. A geographical definition, as such, cannot be. India's vision for the Indo-Pacific
Region is, therefore, a positive one. And, it has many elements.

 

One,

It stands for a free, open, inclusive region, which embraces us all in a common pursuit of progress
and prosperity. It includes all nations in this geography as also others beyond who have a stake in
it.

Two,

Southeast Asia is at its centre. And, ASEAN has been and will be central to its future. That is the
vision that will always guide India, as we seek to cooperate for an architecture for peace and
security in this region.

Three,

We believe that our common prosperity and security require us to evolve, through dialogue, a
common rules-based order for the region. And, it must equally apply to all individually as well as to
the global commons. Such an order must believe in sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as
equality of all nations, irrespective of size and strength. These rules and norms should be based
on the consent of all, not on the power of the few. This must be based on faith in dialogue, and not
dependence on force. It also means that when nations make international commitments, they must
uphold them. This is the foundation of India's faith in multilateralism and regionalism; and, of our
principled commitment to rule of law.

Four,

We should all have equal access as a right under international law to the use of common spaces
on sea and in the air that would require freedom of navigation, unimpeded commerce and
peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance with international law. When we all agree to live by
that code, our sea lanes will be pathways to prosperity and corridors of peace. We will also be
able to come together to prevent maritime crimes, preserve marine ecology, protect against
disasters and prosper from blue economy.

Five,

This region, and all of us, have benefitted from globalisation. Indian food is among the best
examples of these benefits! But, there is growing protectionism – in goods and in services.
Solutions cannot be found behind walls of protection, but in embracing change. What we seek is a
level playing field for all. India stands for open and stable international trade regime. We will also
support rule-based, open, balanced and stable trade environment in the Indo-Pacific Region,
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which lifts up all nations on the tide of trade and investment. That is what we expect from Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership. RCEP must be comprehensive, as the name suggests,
and the principles declared. It must have a balance among trade, investment and services.

Six,

Connectivity is vital. It does more than enhance trade and prosperity. It unites a region. India has
been at the crossroads for centuries. We understand the benefits of connectivity. There are many
connectivity initiatives in the region. If these have to succeed, we must not only build
infrastructure, we must also build bridges of trust. And for that, these initiatives must be based on
respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, consultation, good governance, transparency,
viability and sustainability. They must empower nations, not place them under impossible debt
burden. They must promote trade, not strategic competition. On these principles, we are prepared
to work with everyone. India is doing its part, by itself and in partnership with others like Japan – in
South Asia and Southeast Asia, in the Indian Ocean, Africa, West Asia and beyond. And, we are
important stake-holders in New Development Bank and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.

Finally,

All of this is possible, if we do not return to the age of great power rivalries I have said this before:
Asia of rivalry will hold us all back. Asia of cooperation will shape this century. So, each nation
must ask itself: Are its choices building a more united world, or forcing new divisions? It is a
responsibility that both existing and rising powers have. Competition is normal. But, contests must
not turn into conflict; differences must not be allowed to become disputes. Distinguished members
of the audience, It is normal to have partnerships on the basis of shared values and interests.
India, too, has many in the region and beyond.

We will work with them, individually or in formats of three or more, for a stable and peaceful
region. But, our friendships are not alliances of containment. We choose the side of principles and
values, of peace and progress, not one side of a divide or the other. Our relationships across the
world speak for our position.

And, when we can work together, we will be able to meet the real challenges of our times. We will
be able to protect our planet. We will be able to ensure non-proliferation We will be able to secure
our people from terrorism and cyber threats.

In conclusion, let me say this again: India’s own engagement in the Indo-Pacific Region – from the
shores of Africa to that of the Americas - will be inclusive. We are in-heritors of Vedanta
philosophy that believes in essential oneness of all, and celebrates unity in diversity Ekam
Satyam, Viprah Bahudavadanti (Truth is one, the learned speak of it in many ways). That is the
foundation of our civilizational ethos – of pluralism, co-existence, open-ness and dialogue. The
ideals of democracy that define us as a nation also shape the way we engage the world.

So, it translates into five S in Hindi: Samman (respect); Samvad (dialogue); Sahayog
(cooperation), Shanti (peace), and Samriddhi (prosperity). It’s easy to learn these words! So, we
will engage with the world in peace, with respect, through dialogue and absolute commitment to
international law.

We will promote a democratic and rules-based international order, in which all nations, small and
large, thrive as equal and sovereign We will work with others to keep our seas, space and airways
free and open; our nations secure from terrorism; and our cyber space free from disruption and
conflict. We will keep our economy open and our engagement transparent. We will share our
resources, markets and prosperity with our friends and partners. We will seek a sustainable future
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for our planet, as through the new International Solar Alliance together with France and other
partners.

This is how we wish ourselves and our partners to proceed in this vast region and beyond. The
ancient wisdom of the region is our common heritage. Lord Buddha’s message of peace and
compassion has connected us all. Together, we have contributed much to human civilisation. And,
we have been through the devastation of war and the hope of peace. We have seen the limits of
power. And, we have seen the fruits of cooperation.

This world is at a crossroad there are temptations of the worst lessons of history. But, there is also
a path of wisdom. It summons us to a higher purpose: to rise above a narrow view of our interests
and recognise that each of us can serve our interests better when we work together as equals in
the larger good of all nations. I am here to urge all to take that path.

 

Thank you.

Thank you very much.

 

*****

 

AKT/VJ/KP

(Release ID: 1534144) Visitor Counter : 1163

Read this release in: Urdu , Marathi , Assamese , Tamil , Kannada

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-20

Waiver for India unlikely on Russia sanctions

Strategic partner:The INS Vikramaditya aircraft carrier, purchased by India from
Russia.AFPMINISTRY OF DEFENCE  

A clean legislative waiver for India from anti-Russia sanctions looks extremely difficult, if not
impossible, several people lobbying lawmakers for changes in the law have told The Hindu .

India is caught in the crossfire as a bipartisan law, Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA), requires the administration to impose sanctions on countries that have
“significant” defence relations with Kremlin.

‘Other routes’

“Nobody in the Capitol Hill has the appetite to do anything that would be remotely seen as helping
Russia, though in this case we are talking about helping India,” a Congressional staff member
said. “A waiver appears out of reach. But there are other routes and we are hopeful of a
resolution,” a business lobbyist working on the issue said.

An attempt is being made to have language written into the National Defence Authorisation Act
(NDAA) for 2019 that would enable the Donald Trump administration to protect India from
sanctions. The U.S. House has passed NDAA 2019 already, the rules of which allows for waivers
for 180 days, provided the administration certifies that the country in question is scaling back its
ties with Russia.

This formulation in inadequate to resolve the Indian situation, sources familiar with ongoing
conversations involving Indian diplomats, U.S defence companies and business bodies and
lawmakers, told The Hindu . “A waiver linked to rolling back ties with Russia won’t be seen as
helpful by India,” an executive with a U.S defence company said.

Efforts are, however, still under way to insert provisions in the NDAA in Senate that might give the
Trump administration more leeway in dealing with the situation, short of a clean waiver.

Mattis’s call

Apart from India, Vietnam, Turkey and Indonesia are also caught in the same situation.

Secretary of Defence James Mattis had called for waiver provisions at the Secretary of State’s
level.

“There are at least 2-3 different proposals under discussions with Senators still,” an official said.
The Senate and House versions of the NDAA will be reconciled through a conference mechanism
later.

Rep Mac Thornberry, chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, who was in India
recently, has returned with an understanding that the proposed conditional waiver could be a
dampener in ties with New Delhi, a source who interacted with him said.

Aggressive enforcement

With the midterm elections scheduled for later this year, Democrats are trying to push the Trump
administration to the corner on the Russia question.
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On May 24, during a hearing, Senator Bob Menendez pressed Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
for aggressive enforcement of CAATSA. Mr. Pompeo, countered with a question of his own: “Will
you help Secretary Mattis get the waivers that he needs to make sure that these sanctions does
not hit folks that I think were not intended to harmed by these sanctions?”

Mr. Menendez, the top Democrat in the committee, said he would consider the proposal.
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Agni-5 successfully test-fired

Agni-V being launched off the Odisha coast on Sunday.PIB  

Long-range ballistic missile Agni-5 was successfully test-fired off the Odisha coast on Sunday,
proving its reliability. This is the sixth successful test of the missile and the second in its pre-
induction configuration.

“Agni-5 missile was successfully flight-tested today [Sunday] at 0945 hrs from the Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam Island (Wheeler Island). All the radar, electro optical and telemetry stations tracked the
vehicle through the course of the trajectory. All the mission objectives have been achieved,” the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) said in a statement.

Agni-5 can carry nuclear warheads weighing 1.5 tonnes to a distance of over 5,000 km and is the
longest missile in India’s arsenal capable of reaching most parts of China. With a smaller payload
the range can go up much higher.

The missile features many new indigenously developed technologies, including the very high
accuracy Ring Laser Gyro based Inertial Navigation System (RINS) and the most modern and
accurate Micro Navigation System (MINS) which improves the accuracy of the missile.

( With inputs from PTI)
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Governors’ allowances revised

Four months after increasing their salaries to Rs. 3.5 lakh, the Centre has issued fresh guidelines
for allowances to the Governors for tours, hospitality, entertainment and furnishings. The
allowances have been revised after four years. The State governments pay the Governors salaries
and allowances.

According to a notification by the Home Ministry last week, the West Bengal Governor will get the
highest amount of Rs. 1.81 crore in allowances for tour, hospitality and entertainment.
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Fire without smoke: on chewable tobacco consumption

A report from the World Health Organisation on the occasion of World No Tobacco Day (May 31)
suggests that India’s efforts to cut the prevalence of cigarette smoking are paying off. Between
2000 and 2015, this fell from 19.4% to 11.5%. By 2025, the report projected, it could drop to 8.5%,
putting India well in line to meeting its 2025 target under a WHO global plan to tackle non-
communicable diseases. While this is excellent news, it needs to be highlighted that smokeless
tobacco is the bigger scourge in the country. The WHO report doesn’t model usage trends in this
segment because of the paucity of global data. Other data, however, suggest that India is lagging
on this front. Even though there is a 2011 government ban on the sale of food items with tobacco
or nicotine in them, the consumption of gutkha, khaini and zarda continues to be rampant. The
Global Adult Tobacco Survey in 2016, for example, found that 29.6% of Indian men and 12.8% of
Indian women were users. Children are victims of this lethal addiction too. The WHO report noted
that 7.9 million adolescents, between 13 and 15 years, used smokeless tobacco in the South-
East Asian region. Given that 66% of the world’s smokeless-tobacco users are in India, a sizeable
chunk of this number would be Indian teenagers. Against this background, the drop in cigarette
smoking rates gives India little cause to celebrate.

Gutkha and other chewable tobacco items are equally, if not more, harmful compared to
cigarettes. Surveys show that these products are sometimes mixed with carcinogenic compounds
called nitrosamines. This is why India banned their sale under the 2011 Food Safety and
Standards Regulations. Why do they continue to be consumed, then? Experts blame their
availability on loopholes in the law. The food safety rules target pre-mixed tobacco products, such
as gutkha, which contains lime, sugar and other spices. This leaves unflavoured items, such as
khaini or surthi, out of regulatory purview. Meanwhile, mislabelling of smokeless tobacco is
common. Even when a product contains tobacco, it is passed off as being tobacco-free. Worse,
one of the tactics of the tobacco industry is to use flavours such as cardamom and saffron to
attract youngsters, triggering life-long addiction. The WHO report notes that as cigarette usage
has fallen in high-income countries, the tobacco industry has targeted younger users to make up
for the revenue shortfall. While this trend applies to smoking, there is evidence that children are
also a target of the chewable tobacco industry. With its war against smoking seemingly on the
right track, India must turn its focus to the smokeless tobacco segment. The challenge is bigger,
but so will be the reward.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!

Please enter a valid email address.

The new biofuels policy is high on ambition, but success will depend on the details
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Federalism that’s not cooperative

A reliable system of intergovernmental fiscal transfers is the key to a viable and stable federal
polity. In India, the design of a sound intergovernmental transfer system that will balance the
mismatches in resources and expenditure responsibilities of the various levels of government has
been statutorily left to the Union Finance Commission (UFC). After the abolition in 2014 of the
Planning Commission, which played a critical role in the Indian transfer system, the UFC has
emerged as the principal agency to handle this delicate task. Article 280(3) and its first three
clauses clearly spell out the core duties of the UFC: tax devolution, grants-in-aid, and augmenting
the resources of panchayats and municipalities. Over the years, the open-ended subclause,
280(3)(d), that provides for “any other matter... in the interests of sound finance”, has been
exemplified in the Terms of References of recent UFCs. The Terms of Reference of the 15th FC
have attracted considerable public debate. Some States even held ‘conclaves’, and six of them
submitted a memorandum to the President to alter clauses which allegedly violate constitutional
propriety, long-standing precedents, and the “fiscal rights” of States.

The Terms of Reference controversy could have been averted under the dispensation of a truly
cooperative federalism. The rationale of Article 280, which establishes the UFC, is derived from
the acknowledged mismatches between the resources of the Centre and the expenditure
responsibilities of the States. Although the Constitution borrowed heavily from the Government of
India Act, 1935, it was not for a continuation of the past but for building a ‘holding together’
federation where joint action is avowedly the binding ethos. The Constitution-makers never asked
pertinent questions like who should do what and who should tax where and used the principle of
subsidiarity (what can be done best at a particular level should be done at that level and not at a
higher level) or other criteria in functional and revenue assignments. Given this historical reality,
the Terms of Reference of a UFC should have been a joint exercise rather than a Union diktat.

In preparing the Terms of Reference for a quasi-judicial body like the UFC, it is important not to
use it as a platform to impose the Union government’s agenda on the States. The Union
governments up to the 10th FC were generally circumspect. The fiscal consolidation roadmaps
that entail expenditure compression which ultimately reduce vital public spending on health,
education, food security entitlements, drinking water, and so on disturb the finer fabric of India’s
cooperative federalism — especially in the context of India’s lowest share of direct taxes in total
taxes in the world, disreputable tax-GDP ratio, imprudent transgression into States’ autonomy,
alarming growth of economic inequality, and so on. The litany of “fostering higher inclusive growth”
guided by “the principles of equity, efficiency and transparency”, which was echoed by earlier
Commissions too, has no operational significance when you go through the entire clause,
particularly the requirement to “examine whether revenue deficit grants be provided at all.”

Another important issue that has been deliberately omitted in the ongoing debate, as also in the
memorandum to the President, relates to transfers to local governments. That, following the 73rd
and 74th Constitutional Amendments, Article 280(3) was amended to incorporate the clauses
relating to panchayats and municipalities underscores the organic link in Indian federal public
finance. It is instructive to recall that Item No.6 of the Terms of Reference of the 11th FC wanted
that commission to take into account constitutional mandates such as creation of institutions of
self-government, planning for economic development and social justice, and so on. Later on, such
clauses were discontinued. The Terms of Reference of the 15th FC introduces “performance-
based incentives” which inter-alia want, “Provision of grants in aid to local bodies for basic
services, including quality human resources, and implementation of performance grant system in
improving delivery of services.” This subclause is not constitutionally neat because grants to local
governments constitute a separate core mandate. Further, while including this among the
“performance-based incentives”, the strategic efforts made by the 13th FC in this regard and the
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efforts to link local grants to the divisible pool via Article 275 are apparently ignored. Performance-
based incentive clauses are valid only as a result-oriented accountability mechanism and also for
ensuring constitutional mandates. Padding the Terms of Reference with questionable clauses
under this rubric naturally invites resistance from subnational entities.

The need for an integrated federal public finance that takes local governments into account in
macro policymaking and in formulating strategies to ensure regional equity and for evaluating the
revenue potential and fiscal capacity does not seem to have occurred to the decision-makers of
the country. This omission is tantamount to tearing the web of a ‘holding together’ federation which
seeks “inclusiveness” as a national goal. The Terms of Reference debate and the memorandum of
the State Finance Ministers are silent on this vital issue. While we have a credible budgeting and
financial reporting system at the Union and State levels, it is inexplicable why the financial
accounting and accountability mechanisms at the local government level are left to fend for
themselves.

In the Terms of Reference debate, population was the overarching concern. But the real issues
are: (i) that there was a unilateral abrogation of an unwritten covenant or guarantee given to the
States in June 1977 in Parliament (and endorsed by the National Development Council in 1979)
that the 1971 Census population data will be used in computing devolution shares to the States;
and (ii) in mandating the 2011 population, no alternate compensatory device has been envisaged.
Interestingly, there was no strong protest when all the previous four commissions violated the
1971 population criterion in arriving at local government share. Actually, from a larger cooperative
federalism perspective, the issue of population should refer to demographic dividend, inter-State
migration, ageing population, and the like. For example, Kerala reaped its demographic dividend
long back in 2001 and now accommodates nearly three million migrants from places like Odisha,
West Bengal and Bihar. This takes a heavy toll on the State and local government resources. The
whole issue of balanced regional development cannot be taken in a casual and illogical manner.

The drawing up of a Terms of Reference of a constitutional body is a serious exercise to be
handled with sagacity and skill, based on proper consultations in the true spirit of cooperative
federalism.

M.A. Oommen is Honorary Fellow, Centre for Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram
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About a small Mauritian island

Three hundred people live on the small Mauritian archipelago of Agaléga. They watch as their
home is turned slowly into an Indian naval base. There is little that they can do. The government of
Mauritius knows that there is far more to be gained from India than from the people of Agaléga.
Mauritius is one of the main routes for foreign direct investment (FDI) into India. It earns Mauritius
a considerable fortune in fees — money that is enough for Mauritius to renege on its pledge to its
own citizens.

In 2015, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Mauritian counterpart Anerood Jugnauth watched
as Navtej Sarna (Ministry of External Affairs) and Sateeaved Seebaluck (Cabinet Secretary,
Mauritius) signed an agreement that allows India to “develop infrastructure” on the islands. The
phrase is a euphemism for the building of military bases, which India is doing not only on Agaléga
but also on Assumption Island (Seychelles).

Mauritius is the largest source of FDI into India, since multinational corporations have been able to
take advantage of the India-Mauritius Double Taxation Avoidance Treaty and the lax tax regime to
avoid paying taxes. After having given over Agaléga, Mauritius signed an amended treaty on taxes
and by 2019 will effectively lose its status as the main funnel for FDI into India. Agaléga, which
was the price for the extension of the treaty, will now be surrendered without benefit.

On March 1, a group of Mauritians, Rodriguans and Agalégans met to form the Koalision Zilwa
Pou Lape (Islanders Coalition for Peace). Solidarity with the people of Agaléga, as well as those in
Chagos (Diego Garcia) and Assumption (Seychelles), animates this group. They have called for
the Indian Ocean to be declared as a “zone of peace”.

The “zone of peace” idea takes us back to the 1970 Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) summit in
Lusaka, Zambia. Various NAM members called upon all states “to respect the Indian Ocean as a
zone of peace from which Great Power rivalries and competition, as well as bases” be excluded.
They had in mind the 1965 excision of the Chagos archipelago from Mauritian territory by Great
Britain, which was then — in a 1966 treaty — handed over to the U.S. On Diego Garcia, one of the
largest islands of the archipelago, the U.S. built a major naval base that quickly became essential
in the Vietnam war. For the U.S., the “zone of peace” was a “very dangerous idea”. France, still a
colonial power, did everything to stop this idea; La Réunion, south-west of Mauritius, became the
centre of French naval military operations in the Indian Ocean after Djibouti won its independence
from France in 1977. Nonetheless, the UN General Assembly voted a resolution in 1971 on the
Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace.

The idea of the Indian Ocean as a demilitarised area is not anachronistic. In 2014, National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval evoked the idea of the zone of peace in his speech at the Galle
Dialogue in Sri Lanka. What did he have in mind? A Chinese submarine had docked in Colombo,
which raised the hackles of India.

In its “string of pearls” policy, China has built significant relations across the Indian Ocean, from
Gwadar (Pakistan) to Hambantota (Sri Lanka) to Kyaukpyu (Myanmar). A rattled India wants to
exert itself in the same region and has developed reciprocal agreements with Australia, France
and the U.S. to take advantage of bases as far flung as Cocos Islands (Australia) and La Réunion
(France). Nuclear-armed ballistic missile submarines from India (Arihant) and from China (Song,
Shang and Jin) will soon ply these waters. They will join the Ohio class (U.S.) and the Rubis class
submarines (France) that already operate here.

China and India are bit players in the Indian Ocean. The main naval facilities here are held by the
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U.S.; their own string of pearls runs from Bahrain to Singapore. In the middle of this arc is Diego
Garcia, from where Afghanistan and Iraq were bombed. Focus on the rivalry between China and
India misses the long-standing problem concerning the U.S., which was the focus of the Lusaka
resolution. In Lusaka, the NAM resolution said this base constituted “a direct threat to the
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and peaceful development of States of the region”.
It remains a threat in exactly this way.

The Koalision Zilwa Pou Lape’s statement evokes the full measure of the NAM statement but also
goes beyond that. It speaks of the need to recognise the people of the Indian Ocean as one
people with a “common past and a common destiny”; where the waters are treated as common
property rather than as corporate and military property.

Mr. Jugnauth left the office of the Prime Minister not long after he oversaw the deal over Agaléga.
He has been a fierce defender of the rights of Chagos, the islands that house Diego Garcia. When
Chagos was taken by the British, Mr. Jugnauth’s predecessor, Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, had
essentially given up the island to win independence for Mauritius.

Mr. Jugnauth has done the same with Agaléga, forfeiting it to India. India, which championed the
zone of peace concept at Lusaka, has now fallen into old colonial habits. In a decade or so, the
people of Agaléga will take their case, like the Chagosians, to the UN General Assembly. Like
them, they will ask for their rights. India, like Great Britain, will then be in the dock.

François Vergès, of Réunion, is a political scientist and Chair, Global South(s), Paris. Vijay
Prashad is a historian and the Director of the Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research
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Next Door Nepal: Reading the reprieve

Here’s why you should binge-watch Damaged, India’s first show about female serial killer

Thirteen years ago when India, the European Union and the US were trying to arrive at a common
position in Nepal in the wake of the takeover by King Gyanendra, and ostensibly to contain the
Maoists with the promise to return power to the political parties, a senior US diplomat said,
“Monarchy is an authoritarian institution and can be transformed into a democratic institution, but
the Maoists are totalitarian, and they can not be.” While the EU endorsed India’s lead role in
mobilising international support in favour of bringing the Maoists to the centrestage of Nepal
politics and abolishing the monarchy, the US said that it will engage with the Palace.

Nepal’s political transition beginning then ended in early March this year when K P Oli became the
prime minister. Oli, surely, can boast of being a democratically-elected communist prime minister;
the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) today has nearly two thirds majority in parliament. It is the
first time in 25 years that any political party has absolute majority in parliament. And with it, some
clear trends of authoritarianism, which the US diplomat had warned of in 2005, are becoming
visible.

Last week, on Nepal’s 11th Republic Day, President Bidhya Devi Bhandari signed on a cabinet
recommendation that sought pardon for 816 prisoners, including a Maoist leader serving a life
term for murder. This Maoist leader, who was arrested less than a year ago, was to be pardoned
and released for “good behaviour”. Human right lawyers who moved the Supreme Court to restrain
the government, are disappointed with the cold response from the judiciary. Incidentally, the apex
court is packed with judges who are servile and friendly or committed to the ideology of the CPN.

A weak opposition, a pliant judiciary, an executive that refuses to follow SC guidelines on or
against pardon to criminals, and above all, a president unwilling to carry out her duties as guardian
and custodian of the constitution, together, provide the most suitable atmosphere for
totalitarianism to gain roots in Nepal. The presidential pardon to Maoist leader Bal Krishna
Dhungel is being seen as a precursor to granting immunity and amnesty to all the Maoist leaders
convicted or accused of human right violations during the decade-long civil war.

Prime Minister Oli had claimed at the time of elections that the communists were the best
guarantors of human rights, rule of law and democratic values. Even then, he had refused to
speak on the speculation that the CPN-Unified Marxist Leninist and the CPN-Maoist Centre had
agreed on granting general amnesty to all Maoist leaders, beginning with the release of Dhungel,
as a pre-condition for the two parties to unite.

Oli, who headed the CPN-UML, has tried to justify the pardon to Dhungel as “a routine issue”. But
the impact of the release of Dhungel, in violation of the Supreme Court directive that no pardon
should be granted to criminals, is already being felt in Nepal. Human rights activists and civil
society leaders, who lobbied against Dhungel’s release, have been “silent”, apparently due to fear
of reprisal. It is feared that the Truth and Reconciliation mission, mandated to investigating human
rights cases, will now be rendered toothless. Upon his release, Dhungel, while addressing his
supporters at the CPN office, claimed that he was a victim of conspiracy and campaign of “human
right activists”, who were busy in “dollar farming”.

Meanwhile, Home Minister Ram Bahadur Thapa Badal has issued a public warning that
contractors undertaking construction works for the government will be arrested if they do not work
as per the government’s schedule. This warning comes on the heels of the government
confiscating the property of private transporters for striking against the government issuing
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licences to new transport operators. A constitutional lawyer placed the developments in
perspective: “Amnesty to a murder convict takes away the victim’s right to life and justice, while
the government’s action in the transporters’ case comes as a threat to the right to property.” He
added that the “visible servility of the Supreme Court makes the executive all powerful and
authoritarian”.

An all-powerful Oli has reasons to smile. Between his visit to India in early April and that of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to Nepal a month later, Oli has been able to secure Delhi’s assurance of
full cooperation. Hindu Swayam Sevak Sangh (the RSS’s counterpart in Nepal), with the help of
friendly NGOs, has been preparing the ground for the two regimes to “work together”. The HSS
had earlier been a vocal opponent of Oli, especially during the 2015 economic blockade, when he
defied India and signed the trade and transit agreement with China.

Oli will be visiting China later this month. He knows that gaining China’s support and development
assistance will make him a “hero” in Nepal. However, the fact remains that the political path Nepal
adopted in 2005 was for peace, stability and the consolidation of democracy. It will require robust
institutions, especially an independent judiciary, to realise this transformation. That’s the record on
which Oli will judged in the long run.
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‘China trying to coerce neighbours’

A satellite image shows a J-11 combat aircraft deployed at China's base on Woody Island in the
Paracels.Reuters  

China’s military build-up in the South China Sea and its deployment of high-end weapons systems
in the disputed waters is designed to intimidate and coerce neighbours, U.S. Defense Secretary
Jim Mattis said on Saturday.

His broadside at a security summit in Singapore drew a sharp rebuke from a Chinese General,
who lashed out at “irresponsible comments” on the contested sea.

Speaking just 10 days before President Donald Trump is due to meet North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un, Mr. Mattis also said the U.S. military continues to support diplomats pushing for the
“complete, verifiable and irreversible” denuclearisation of the Korean peninsula.

Beijing has deployed a range of military hardware, including anti-ship missiles, surface-to-air
missiles and electronic jammers across the South China Sea, where it has built islets and other
maritime features into hardened military facilities, Mr. Mattis said.

China has also landed heavy bombers on Woody Island in the Paracel Islands.

“Despite China’s claims to the contrary, the placement of these weapon systems is tied directly to
military use for the purposes of intimidation and coercion,” Mr. Mattis told the Shangri-La Dialogue.

‘Reneging 2015 promise’

He also blasted Chinese President Xi Jinping for reneging on a 2015 promise made at the White
House that Beijing would not militarise the island features in the South China Sea.

But Chinese Lieutenant General He Lei issued a fiery response, telling the summit that
“irresponsible comments from other nations cannot be accepted”.

“It is for the sake of defending ourselves,” he added, and warned Beijing would take “firm
measures” if other countries sent ships and aircraft close to what it considers its islands in the
South China Sea.

China claims almost the entire resource-rich sea, through which $5 trillion in shipping trade passes
annually, with competing claims from Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.

Mr. Mattis’s address in Singapore returned to a theme that he and other senior U.S. officials have
hammered home since Mr. Trump took office — that America is here to stay in the Asia-Pacific
region and that allies should stick with Washington instead of aligning with Beijing.

Few consequences

Despite frequent warnings from Washington about China’s rising might and the pitfalls of its “Belt
and Road” global infrastructure initiative, Beijing has faced few consequences for its South China
Sea build-up and sweeping territorial claims.

One modest exception came last week when the Pentagon cancelled invitation for China to take
part in biennial maritime exercises in the Pacific. Mr. Mattis characterised this action as an “initial
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response”.

But “there are much larger consequences in the future when nations lose the rapport of their
neighbours”, he warned.
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Catalonia’s new separatist government sworn in

New team:Catalan President Quim Torra, centre, with the members of the new government in
Barcelona .AP  

Catalonia’s new separatist government was sworn in on Saturday in an emotional ceremony full of
pro-independence symbolism, a move that will spark the end of Madrid’s direct rule over the
region imposed after a failed secession bid.

The 13 councillors picked by new Catalan President Quim Torra, a close ally of ousted leader
Carles Puigdemont, took oath in the regional presidency in Barcelona — some of them wearing
yellow, the colour that has come to symbolise the separatist cause.

Mr. Torra later called for talks with Spain’s new Prime Minister.

“Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, let’s talk, let’s address this issue, let’s take risks, you and us,” he
said.

“We need to sit down at the same table and negotiate, government to government,” he said.

Mr. Sanchez, a 46-year-old economist who as Opposition leader was sharply critical of Catalonia’s
independence bid, has promised to try to “build bridges” with the wealthy region’s new separatist
government.
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Targeted cancer treatments outperform traditional drugs

Ray of hope: Traditional treatments failed to halt growth of cancer in the group under study.   |
Photo Credit: Ridofranz

Cancer treatments that attack tumours based on their individual genetic traits — not their location
in the body — far outperform traditional methods, extending survival for twice as many patients, a
study said on Saturday.

The precision medicine field of targeted therapy involves testing tumours for clues about their
genetic mutations, and matching patients with new drugs designed to block cancer’s growth on a
molecular level.

Researchers in Texas began studying the impact of these therapies in 2007, after seeing the
success of Gleevec (imatinib) — a breakthrough drug approved by U.S. regulators in 2001 that
showed huge success against chronic myeloid leukemia.

The results of the first and largest precision medicine trial to look at survival across a host of
cancer types and many different targeted therapies were released at the American Society of
Clinical Oncology meeting in Chicago, the world’s largest annual cancer meeting.

The study, called IMPACT, enrolled 3,743 patients at Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center from
2007 to 2013.

All the patients had advanced cancers, or “end-stage disease,” involving cancers of the
gastrointestinal tract, breast, or lung. Melanoma and cancer of the female reproductive tract were
also included, along with more rare types of cancer.

Those enrolled had typically tried at least four — and sometimes up to 16 — other treatments that
failed to halt the growth of their cancer.

Patients who received molecular targeted therapies either got an investigational drug then being
tested in a clinical trial, or an FDA-approved targeted therapy commercially approved for another
indication.

After three years, 15% of people treated with targeted cancer therapies were alive, compared to
7% in the non-targeted group.

After 10 years, 6% of the targeted group was alive, compared to just 1% in the other group.

On the whole, targeted therapies led to an average of four months of life without the cancer
advancing, known as progression-free survival, and nine extra months of overall survival.

Still far from a cure

Those who were treated with traditional approaches lived just under three months without cancer
growing, and 7.3 months longer overall.

Researchers say the field has grown immensely since 2007, and that further research will improve
the range of therapies available to cancer patients.

“When IMPACT first opened, we tested for no more than one to two genes,” said lead investigator
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Apostolia Tsimberidou, professor of investigational cancer therapeutics at MD Anderson.

“Now patients are being tested for hundreds of actionable genes, amplifications and mutations, as
well as for immune markers,” she added.

“Ideally, in the future, patients’ tumour testing and cell-free DNA analysis will become the standard
of care at the time of diagnosis.”

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!

Please enter a valid email address.

At around 2 a.m. on May 17 morning, a grievously sick Mohammed Salih, a 28-year-old architect
from Kerala’s Perambra town, was rushed by his family to
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NASA’s IMAP to study cosmic rays in heliosphere

An artist’s impresion of the heliosphere encompassing the entire solar system, with the sun as a
white dot.   | Photo Credit: AP

NASA is targeting 2024 for the launch of a new mission to learn more about the generation of
cosmic rays in the heliosphere, a sort of magnetic bubble surrounding and protecting our solar
system.

Cosmic rays created locally and from the galaxy and beyond affect human explorers in space and
can harm technological systems, and likely play a role in the presence of life itself in the universe.

The Interstellar Mapping and Acceleration Probe (IMAP) mission will help researchers better
understand the boundary of the heliosphere, NASA said in a statement on Friday.

IMAP was selected following an extensive and competitive peer review of proposals submitted in
late 2017, it added.

Heliosphere is the region where the constant flow of particles from our Sun, called the solar wind,
collides with material from the rest of the galaxy.

This collision limits the amount of harmful cosmic radiation entering the heliosphere. IMAP will
collect and analyse particles that make it through.

Protective sheath

“This boundary is where our Sun does a great deal to protect us. IMAP is critical to broadening our
understanding of how this ‘cosmic filter’ works,” said Dennis Andrucyk, Deputy Associate
Administrator for NASA’s Science Mission Directorate in Washington.

“The implications of this research could reach well beyond the consideration of Earthly impacts as
we look to send humans into deep space,” Andrucyk added.

The spacecraft will be positioned about 1.5 million kilometres away from Earth towards the Sun at
what is called the first Lagrange point or L1.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!

Please enter a valid email address.

The quadrivalent vaccine will have two A virus strains — H1N1 and H3N2 — and two B virus
strains — Victoria and Yamagata
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Singapore a strategic partner: PM

India and Singapore on Friday agreed to deepen their economic and defence ties as they signed
eight agreements, one on logistics cooperation between their Navies, after wide-ranging talks
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his counterpart, Lee Hsien Loong.

“India-Singapore relations fulfil the criterion of strategic partnership in the true sense. There is no
uneasiness in our relationships, rather it has only warmth, harmony and faith,” Mr. Modi said at a
joint press statement after the meeting.

The two countries signed an implementation agreement between their Navies on mutual
coordination, logistics and services support for visits of naval ships, submarines and naval aircraft
— including ship-borne aviation assets.

“Both Prime Ministers welcomed the exchange of the Implementing Arrangement between the
Navies of both countries concerning mutual coordination, logistics and services support, and
called for the early renewal of the Army Bilateral Agreement,” the joint statement said.

Maritime exercises

Appreciating India’s leading role in the Indian Ocean region, both sides agreed to New Delhi’s
proposal for continuous and institutionalised naval engagements in their shared maritime space,
including establishing maritime exercises with like-minded regional or ASEAN partners, it added.

“We welcome the continuous increase in these relations. I congratulate the Navies of India and
Singapore on the 25th anniversary of SIMBEX. Soon we will start the tripartite naval exercises
too,” Mr. Modi said.

CECA review

“We have been able to conclude successfully the second review of the Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement (CECA), but we agreed this is not just our target and goal but only a
means to an end,” he said. “Our officials will soon begin discussions on upgrading and reforming
this agreement.”

Mr. Modi and Mr. Lee exchanged views on the regional and global challenges, and reiterated their
principled position on maritime security and expressed commitment to a “rules-based” Order.

The two leaders also agreed on the need to maintain an open, stable and fair international trade
regime.

They also reiterated their strong commitment to combat terrorism.

Mr. Modi welcomed the progress towards realisation of the ASEAN community and expressed full
support for ASEAN’s unity, centrality and leadership in the evolving regional architecture.

Mr. Lee said India and Singapore were collaborating on technology, smart cities and skills
development. He reaffirmed Singapore’s continuing support for India as a permanent member in a
reformed United Nations Security Council.

Mr. Modi earlier made a courtesy call on President Halimah Yacob.
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Cauvery authority will take stock every June

The Cauvery Water Management Authority, notified by the Centre on Friday, will determine the
total residual storage in the specified reservoirs on June 1 every year. “The share of each State
will be determined on the basis of the flows together with the available carry-over storage in the
reservoirs,” the notification says.

The withdrawals will be allowed on the basis of the share worked out for each State.

“If the Authority finds that any Government of the party States, namely Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka and Union territory of Puducherry do not cooperate in implementing the decision or
direction of the Tribunal, it can seek the help of the Central Government for implementation of the
Award of the Tribunal as modified by the Hon’ble Supreme Court vide Order of 16th February,
2018,” the notification says.

Five-year tenure

The chairman of the authority will be appointed by the Central government for a tenure of five
years. He has to be a senior and eminent engineer with wide experience in water resource
management or an IAS officer in the rank of secretary or additional secretary. There will be two
part-time members — representatives of the Central Government of the rank of Joint Secretary to
be nominated by the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
and Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare respectively and four part-time members from
party States — administrative secretaries in charge of Water Resource Departments of Kerala,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and the union territory of Puducherry who shall be nominated by the State
governments and Union territory administration respectively.
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PM affirms India’s ‘strategic autonomy’

The speech by Mr. Modi, the first Indian Prime Minister to have accepted an invitation to address
the Shangri-La dialogue, which draws Defence Ministers from the Asia-Pacific region each year,
was awaited with much anticipation due to the timing of the conference. In the past year, India has
increased its engagement with the ASEAN region, joined a quadrilateral grouping with the U.S.,
Japan and Australia for the Indo-Pacific, as well as reached out to China and Russia and will join
the SCO grouping this month.

Amid India’s varied strategic moves, as well as the flux in the region, Mr. Modi’s speech was
expected to clarify India’s position on the “Indo-Pacific” strategy which is often seen as a platform
to contain China’s moves in the South China Sea.

However, Mr. Modi denied the Indo-Pacific was part of a strategy and called it a “natural”
geographical region, placing the 10 countries of South East Asia (ASEAN) at the centre of the
forum.

“India does not see the Indo-Pacific Region as a strategy or as a club of limited members. Nor as
a grouping that seeks to dominate. And by no means do we consider it as directed against any
country,” Mr. Modi said.

Referring specifically to relations between India and Russia, U.S., and China separately, Mr. Modi
made it clear that he believed India, like Singapore didn’t stand “behind one power or the other.”
“No other relationship of India has as many layers as our relations with China… We have
displayed maturity and wisdom in managing issues and ensuring a peaceful border,” he said about
relations with Beijing.

Mr. Modi’s words were significant, days before another visit to China’s Qingdao city to attend the
SCO summit, a visit which comes a few weeks after he travelled to Wuhan to meet President Xi
Jinping.

“President Putin and I shared our views on the need for a strong multi-polar world order for dealing
with the challenges of our times” said Mr. Modi, referring to his meeting with the Russian President
in Sochi last month. “At the same time, India’s global strategic partnership with the United States
has overcome the hesitations of history and continues to deepen across the extraordinary breadth
of our relationship,” he added.
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Populists in Rome

The political whirlwind that has swept Italy looks to be dissipating, at least for now. Giuseppe
Conte, a little-known academic with an embellished resume, has been sworn in as Prime Minister,
after weeks of wrangling between President Sergio Mattarella and a coalition with a slim
parliamentary majority. The two-party combine, the anti-establishment Five Star Movement (M5S)
led by Luigi Di Maio and the far-right League headed by the rabble-rousing, anti-migrant Matteo
Salvini, disbanded plans to form a government after Mr. Mattarella exercised his powers to block
the appointment of Eurosceptic Paolo Savona as Finance Minister. The President then decided to
order fresh elections and appoint an ex-IMF official as interim Prime Minister, a decision that, if
implemented, could have made a bad situation worse. The Eurosceptic coalition partners wasted
no time in using the President’s actions as a rallying point for their cause. They charged that
France and Germany were running Italy and called for Mr. Mattarella’s impeachment. The
prospect of snap polls, which could have resulted in the populists getting a stronger majority,
rattled markets early this week. Italian bond yields hit highs unseen in years and share prices
dropped not just in Italy but across Europe, the U.S. and Asia. The coalition, which began serious
talks in early May, had toned down some of its anti-European Union demands such as leaving the
single currency and some €250 billion in debt forgiveness. But it still planned to spend some €170
billion on income support, and lower the pensionable age and taxes. Without plans to raise
adequate revenue to fund the spending, the markets and Brussels got jittery. Italy’s government
debt is at 132% of GDP, well above the Eurozone average. However, as the week progressed, all
sides saw opportunities and a deal was struck, with the President assenting to economics
professor Giovanni Tria taking over the finance portfolio. The new government will now have to
win a confidence vote next week.

The road ahead for Italy is far from clear. According to official EU surveys, although 59% of
Italians favour the euro, just over half “tend not to trust” the EU. Both Europe and Italy would
sustain significant damage if Italy left the Eurozone. Fortunately, that is still an unlikely scenario.
The current situation, a coalition of populism and the right, is not ideal. But it provides an
opportunity to address some of the underlying Italian disenchantment with the EU, perhaps by
striking a balance between austerity and populism. Also, Brussels, along with France and
Germany, could work with Italy to address economic and social anxieties. A way can be found that
protects both the democratic choices of Italians and the stated values and integrity of the EU.
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The new biofuels policy is high on ambition, but success will depend on the details
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Ending mutual neglect

Here’s why you should binge-watch Damaged, India’s first show about female serial killer

During his first visit to Jakarta this week, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the elevation
of bilateral ties to a comprehensive strategic partnership and outlined a shared maritime vision for
the Indo-Pacific. It is strange that barring a brief anti-colonial moment in the middle of the 20th
century, Delhi and Jakarta had no time for each other. After all, there was so much shared culture
and history as well as common developmental imperatives, yet India and Indonesia did not figure
in each other’s list of priority relationships. How the Cold War played out in Asia had a lot do with
it. But even after the Cold War, when Delhi’s Look East Policy and the ASEAN’s embrace of India
brought the two nations together, the relationship remained way below potential. Modi and
Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo deserve much praise for ending that mutual neglect.

Over the last couple of years, they have pushed hard to impart a new momentum to the
partnership. The results of that effort were visible this week. The comprehensive strategic
partnership will be built around annual summit meetings between the leaders, sustained high level
bureaucratic exchanges, substantive defence cooperation including on arms production, stronger
counter-terror collaboration, deeper economic integration and more expansive people-to-people
relations. What stands out in this sweeping agenda is the maritime dimension. The joint maritime
vision for the Indo-Pacific is founded on the long delayed recognition that the two nations share a
vast oceanic neighbourhood. It has acquired an urgency thanks to the power shift in the waters of
Asia marked by the rise of China and its growing confrontation with the US, Beijing’s growing
assertiveness in territorial disputes with neighbours, President Xi Jinping’s decision to project
economic and military power in the Western Pacific and the Indian Ocean.

To have any influence in this fluid environment, Modi and Widodo have rightly concluded, Delhi
and Jakarta need to join hands. Modi, however, has a special challenge. The NDA government’s
protectionism has undermined Modi’s promise, repeated in Jakarta, to resolve trade differences
with the ASEAN. Modi’s faltering efforts on building a defence industrial base continue to constrain
the prospects for joint arms production with Indonesia. India’s spotty record on implementing
infrastructure projects in third countries casts a shadow over the latest plans to develop a port in
Sumatra. If the PM can overcome at least some of these structural difficulties in the remainder of
his term, he would not only transform ties with Indonesia but also put the conduct of Indian foreign
policy on a higher plane.
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No longer distant friends

Here’s why you should binge-watch Damaged, India’s first show about female serial killer

Europe and Asia have never been so close. Our economies and cultures are interconnected; and
our security is connected. We face the same challenges, confront similar threats, and share an
interest in preserving peace in our regions and international cooperation on a global scale.

This week, the foreign ministers of the European Union’s 28 member states decided to enhance
security engagement in Asia and with Asia, as part of a more comprehensive EU-Asia strategy.
The time when Europeans and Asians could consider themselves distant friends is over. To
preserve and strengthen our economic exchanges we must also work together on global security.

In Asia, as elsewhere, the economic face of Europe is the one that people are most familiar with. It
is linked to our role as the world’s biggest trading block, the fact that we are the number one or two
investor in most Asian countries, and that we are by far the world’s biggest donor of development
assistance.

But it is striking how joint work on security has become the biggest area of growth in terms of our
expanding cooperation with Asian partners. This increased engagement on security matters
reflects two changes. First, that our partners in Asia increasingly look to the EU to be present and
engaged in the region. Our added value stems from our experience with cooperative security and
regional approaches to crisis management — and this kind of expertise is in high demand.
Second, the EU itself has taken ambitious steps to strengthen capacities in the field of defence.
We are not only a reliable trade partner and a pillar of multilateralism: The EU is also a security
actor in its own right.

The EU currently has 16 civilian and military missions around the word. We train the armed forces
in Mali, advise the Ukrainian and Iraqi authorities on reform of their civilian security sectors and
fight piracy in the Indian Ocean. Recently, together with EU member states, we have launched a
“permanent structured cooperation” on security and defence. Our member states have committed
to investing on practical projects — from rapid response against cyber-attacks to innovative
systems for maritime security and a European training centre for our troops who intervene in case
of natural disasters. I have also proposed to set up a new fund, outside the EU budget, to help
strengthen our partners’ security capabilities.

Collectively, the EU and its member states have the second largest defence budget in the world.
We have taken important steps over the past year, reflecting the fact that European citizens as
well as people across the world increasingly count on a EU that protects. And this will continue.

Since our first engagement to accompany the Aceh peace process in Indonesia, almost 15 years
ago, we have expanded our security cooperation in Asia and with Asia to a great extent. We are
working together on cyber-security, counter-terrorism, non-proliferation, as well as in support of
peace processes across the region, from Afghanistan to Mindanao to Myanmar. We have had
concrete contributions from several Asian partners to tackle piracy off the coast of Somalia. In the
context of ASEAN, we are working together with Vietnam and Australia on maritime security. We
also have increasing military contacts with countries in Asia, and have posted security experts to
several EU embassies across the region. In recent years, the EU and India have stepped up
security cooperation, specially to tackle non-traditional threats such as terrorism and cyber-
attacks.

Perhaps the most pressing matter for EU-Asia security cooperation at this time is de-
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nuclearisation. We share an interest to save the Iran nuclear deal and to support de-nuclearisation
talks in the Korean peninsula. The EU is already fully engaged with Asian partners on both these
pressing issues. All of Asia has a major stake in making sure that the nuclear deal with Iran is
preserved and the Korean peninsula is de-nuclearised. Global peace requires a global effort.

Going forward, the EU will expand its cooperation with Asian partners into areas such as capacity
building, training programmes — including on UN peacekeeping — and joint exercises. The EU,
after centuries of conflicts that ripped the continent apart, has realised that cooperation is essential
for peace, and that peace brings prosperity. But in today’s world, too often unilateral instincts
prevail over the search for common ground. Too many players seek confrontation to achieve their
short-term goals, instead of building sustainable solutions through mediation. Against this
background, those who believe in a multilateral global order have a duty to join forces. Europe and
Asia, together, can be the engine of a more cooperative approach to world politics.
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New Technologies needed to solve Sanitation and Solid Waste Management issues in India : Shri
Bindeshwar Pathak
Ministry of Finance

New Technologies needed to solve Sanitation and Solid
Waste Management issues in India : Shri Bindeshwar Pathak

Two day Thematic Seminar on “Water and Sanitation”
concludes in Pune.

Posted On: 01 JUN 2018 4:21PM by PIB Delhi

Legendary inventor and founder of the internationally recognised

 ''Sulabh International'', Shri Bindeshwar Pathak said that new technologies are the need of the
hour to deal with the issues of sanitation and solid waste management in India.

 

Shri. Pathak  was  making his remarks as the Lead Speaker at the Valedictory Session of the two-
day Thematic Seminar on ‘Water and Sanitation’ which concluded here today in Pune,
Maharashtra. Shri Bindeshwar Pathak said, “First we have to decide about technology because
2.3 billion people have no access to water. Today number of Tier 1 cities is 498. They have
sewage treatment capacity of 11553.68 MLD which is just 32% of total sewage generation. And
the number is even more troubling in tier 2 cities.”

 

Speaking further on the occasion, Shri Pathak dwelt on his invention of the two-pit pour flush toilet
system which is now being further developed and promoted by the Government .He explained its
various benefits in view of the diverse nature and high density of population in India.

 

This was the 7th Thematic Seminar in the series as a lead-up event to the 3rd Annual Meeting of
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)’s which is being hosted by India in last week of
June 2018 in Mumbai. The Seminar was being organised by the Ministry of Finance, Government
of India in collaboration with Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS) as
Knowledge Partner in partnership with Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) and Mahratta Chamber of Commerce Industries and Agriculture (MCCIA). The AIIB is a
new Multilateral Development Bank with more than 80 member countries headquartered in Beijing.
India is the second largest shareholder after China and is keen to leverage this platform to provide
leadership on future infrastructure for an Asian Century and also leverage the portfolio of the AIIB
to finance its selected infrastructure initiatives.
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Shri S.T. Devare, Chairman, Research Advisory Council, Research and Information System for
Developing Countries (RIS) , and Shri Deepak Mukhi , Sabyasachi Saha were present among
others at the Valedictory Session on the second day here in Pune today .  

  

During the two-day long Seminar, leading experts and academicians opined that while India was
making significant strides in Water and Sanitation sector, what needed was a holistic and
integrated approach as well as creating public awareness and change in their mind set to have
larger public participation in sustainability of outcomes.

 

Earlier in the Session, Dr. Sabyasachi Saha, Assistant Professor, RIS, gave a detailed Report
based on the discussions held during the two day seminar. He said, "Water and Sanitation is
mother of all infrastructure. Government is taking robust measures to provide piped water to
households" 

 

Following are the Key Outcomes and Policy Recommendations of the two day Seminar on
“Water and Sanitation”:

 

User Charges for Water and Water Tariff: It has been argued that people are ready to pay for
quality services and due to water scarcity and water quality issues people are in any case paying
coping charges. Poor do not benefit from low user charges. They end up paying much more to
vendors. So, operational cost recovery is a feasible objective. The modalities of this are being
worked out. It was suggested that non-revenue water supply in cities have to be significantly
reduced.

Institutional Provisions: Water is a State subject in India, which comes in the way of
comprehensive national planning and programme in this sector. It was suggested that a fresh look
on the subject may be necessary to effectively address issues of watershed management, and
regulation.

Watershed Management and Water-intensity of Agriculture: It was pointed out that river-
linking initiatives are misnomer, and the correct approach should be linking of water basins and
sources of surface water for sustainable water management. It was also highlighted that due to
poor understanding and planning several water scarce states end up having water intensive
cropping patterns; case in point is Punjab.  On the other hand as an encouraging example it was
highlightedthat Chhattisgarh discourages rice production during Rabi season and subsidizes
wheat production.

Private Sector Participation: Interventions in these sectors and utilities in most cases are
publicly funded. However, given the nature of challenges the private sector can be a source of
innovation and solutions. It is generally perceived that it is difficult for the private sector to invest in
water and sanitation. The range of issues includes tendering process, revenue/tariff risk and lack
of focus on issues of water quality beyond flow and supply. The successful cases of PPP models
in water supply from Manila and Nagpur were discussed in detail. In Nagpur sewage water is
being recycled for non-potable use in the industry. It was suggested that the DBO contracts have
to be effective. Right incentives for recycling and waste segregation have to be provided to tackle
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the challenges of landfill. Decentralized solutions and use of technology for water supply and
sanitation have been strongly advocated.

Other Highlights of the Proceedings

In terms of better management of water – water footprint assessment of the private industry could
be adopted. Moreover, significant R&D is required in areas like scenario building software to
inform policymakers and citizens of the implications of different patterns of water use. This would
improve the response from both.

Urban areas mostly source water from water basins located at a distance. This has significant cost
implications. In order to keep these basins recharged and free from contamination, interventions in
terms of industrial waste management and reduction of fertilizer use have to be adopted. This has
social and political implications.

Conservation of water is equally important for ecological balance and protection of species. Water
wastage through modern but perceivably misguided household purification devices and bottled
water supply, needs fresh examination and mitigation.

It was highlighted that 498 Class I cities in India had treatment plants with average of only 32
percent of treatment and 225 Class II cities have treatment plants with a further poor average of 8
percent of treatment of the total waste generated. To improve the situation, decentralized waste
management may be promoted.

·         There has been a call made to reduce food waste, plastic usage and general
reduction of waste through public awareness.

·         Use of bio-toilets by the Indian Railway is a best practice and a success story from
India in terms of timelines and coverage. Such decentralized waste management
technologies can be adopted by urban housing societies as well.

·         Finally, there is a need to improve spatial data generation by use of technologies for
effective planning and monitoring for water and  sanitation.

                                             **********************

DSM

(Release ID: 1534082) Visitor Counter : 643

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-21

U.S. renames Pacific Command

Symbolic step:Outgoing Pacific Command head Adm. Harry Harris (left) with Gen. Joe Dunford,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Defense Secretary Jim Mattis.AFPTHOMAS WATKINS  

The U.S. on Wednesday renamed its strategically important Pacific Command (PACOM) as the
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, in a move widely seen as a public expression of America’s keenness
to count India as key partner in its strategic planning. The Trump administration has already been
using the term Indo-Pacific instead of Asia-Pacific in official documents.

Secretary of Defence James Mattis made the announcement at the change-of-command
ceremony in Hawaii where Admiral Philip S. Davidson took charge of the command from Admiral
Harry B. Harris Jr.

‘Combatant command’

Mr. Harris, a strong proponent of enhancing ties with India, commanded PACOM for three years.
Mr. Trump has nominated him as U.S. Ambassador to South Korea. “For U.S. Pacific Command, it
is our primary combatant command, it’s standing watch and intimately engaged with over half of
the earth’s surface and its diverse populations, from Hollywood to Bollywood, from polar bears to
penguins as Admiral Harris puts it,” Mr. Mattis said.

The Indo-Pacific Command is critical for “a region open to investment and free, fair and reciprocal
trade, not bound by any nation’s predatory economics or threat of coercion, for the Indo-Pacific
has many belts and many roads,” Mr. Mattis said, alluding to China’s ‘One Belt, One Road’ policy
for the region, and echoing Indian concerns about it. India is currently caught in the crossfire of
anti-Russian sanctions mandated by the U.S. Congress and Mr. Mattis has called for waiver for
India though it has significant defence cooperation with Russia. The first ‘two-plus-two’ ministerial
dialogue between India and the U.S. is scheduled for the first week of July.

“America continues to invest vigorously in Indo-Pacific stability, bolstering the free and open rules-
based international order that has enabled this region to grow and to thrive for over 70 years.
While we are prepared to face any who would seek to challenge America's resolve, our National
Defense Strategy is not a strategy of confrontation,” the Defence Secretary said.

‘Greater connectedness’

“The renaming reflects the existing geographic coverage of the command and the
acknowledgement of the increasing connectedness between the two oceans — what happens in
the Pacific, doesn’t stay in the Pacific —, but also, more broadly, the process of India's re-entry
into the U.S. government’s ‘Asia’ orbit,” said Tanvi Madan, fellow and director of India Project,
Brookings Institution in Washington DC.

“Renaming the combatant command is strategically significant, in that it reflects a recognition
within the U.S. government that East Asia and the Indian Ocean Region are gradually becoming a
single competitive space. It’s also shrewd marketing — a way of reaffirming to New Delhi and to
the rest of the world that India is, and ought to be, an indispensable pole of the future Asian order,”
said Joshua T. White, associate professor at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced
International Studies, Washington.

However, the effectiveness of an Indo-Pacific defence and security strategy and U.S.-India
cooperation will still depend on the level of discussion and coordination across combatant
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commands and bureaus, according to Ms. Madan. “Such a step can have organisational
implications, and affect the policy debate outside government as well. However, it’s worth keeping
in mind that, in other parts of the government (e.g. State, NSC), these regions are still categorised
separately. Moreover, the U.S. and India have different ideas of what constitutes the Indo-Pacific
— India includes the whole Indian Ocean region, which U.S. CENTCOM and AFRICOM cover as
well,” she said.

Representatives from Australia, the U.K., Japan, India, New Zealand, Canada, the Philippines,
Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, Brunei, and Nepal attended the change-of-command ceremony in
Pearl Harbor.

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-21

Regulating medical education

The National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill, 2017, which seeks to regulate medical education
and practice, and replace the Medical Council of India, ran into rough weather in January when the
medical fraternity protested against it, terming the Bill as “anti-poor”. They also protested against
the proposed “bridge course” in the Bill, which allows AYUSH practitioners to prescribe modern
medicine, arguing that this provides opportunities for quacks.

Faced with these protests, the Lok Sabha referred the Bill to a Parliamentary Standing Committee
in January.

The government considered the recommendations made by the Standing Committee, as well as
the general feedback, and tabled its report in the House on March 20. On March 28, the Union
Cabinet approved the amendments to the NMC Bill, which seeks to replace the Indian Medical
Council Act of 1956.

The approved amendments include allowing for the final MBBS examination to be held as a
common exam across the country. This way students will not be subjected to an additional
licentiate exam for the purpose of obtaining a license to practice medicine. The MBBS exam will
serve as an exit test to be called the National Exit Test. This test will also serve as the screening
test for doctors with foreign medical qualifications who want to practice in India.

The Cabinet has also removed the bridge course provision. It has been left to the State
governments to take necessary measures for addressing and promoting primary health care in
rural areas.

The amendments also concern fee regulation. The maximum limit of 40% seats for which fee can
be regulated in private medical institutions and deemed universities has been increased to 50%
seats. Further, it has been clarified that the fee will also include all other charges taken by the
colleges.

Responding to the demands from States to increase their representation in the NMC, the
nominees of States and Union Territories in the NMC have been increased from three to six. The
NMC will comprise 25 members, of which at least 21 will be doctors.

The amendments also introduce stringent punishment for unqualified medical practitioner, or
quacks, including a provision for imprisonment of up to one year along with a fine extending up to
5 lakh.
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How to be garbage-free

In the spirit of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, the Goan government promised to make the State
garbage-free by 2020. With a population of 18.2 lakhs and an economy geared for tourists, is Goa
prepared to reach this milestone? Quite possibly not. In Candolim beach, for example, plastic and
glass bottles are ubiquitous. This shows that tourists and beachgoers lack basic civic sense. The
apparent dichotomy between their desire to enjoy a beach and their garbage-related attitude can
be explained in terms of people equating the beach to revelry and not to nature’s beauty.
Nevertheless, it is uncertain whether concern for nature would prevent littering. Perversely, tourists
coming to imbibe the much-marketed carefree spirit of Goa have no qualms in pretending that
waste disposal has nothing to do with collective enjoyment of this public good. Their ability to add
to the litter and enjoy a dirty beach is something unique to this part of the world. Do foreigners,
who may be more civic-minded in their home countries, consider this part of the much-vaunted
Indian experience?

Litter on the beach also shows that there is no responsible waste management system. One
reason why people abandon their garbage with such impunity may be the paucity of waste
receptacles along the beach. There is also abdication of responsibility by the companies,
distributors, restaurants and shopkeepers who manufacture, market and sell these products.
Garbage on the beach also shows a lack of attention by authorities towards this issue though it
concerns health, hygiene and protecting natural spaces — all of which are key to attracting
tourists. There are no police or other such representatives on beaches who are empowered to
enforce the law and hand out fines. Just as justice needs to be seen to be done, respect for the
law arises from its implementation and the visible presence of an agency dedicated to deterrence
and application of the law.

Behaviour change communication (BCC) could be the key to changing attitudes and behaviour
patterns. India has seen success with this method regarding nutrition for expectant mothers.
However, BCC on tourist-focussed waste management is non-existent in Goa. There is no
mention of fines or the responsibilities of tourists. A critical element of BCC is having requisite
infrastructure. In this case it would mean installation of waste receptacles, proper collection and
management, and proper policing.

The situation at Candolim beach is a microcosm of the challenges that face Goa, if not the
country. While technology such as clean composting can help, it is an insufficient response to an
attitudinal issue. Lasting change may only come when people realise that their enjoyment of the
beach is inextricably linked to keeping that beautiful environment garbage-free.

The writer is the author of ‘1400 Bananas, 76 Towns & 1 Million People’
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Settling disputes out of court

Mandatory pre-litigation mediation in commercial disputes has been introduced by the recent
Commercial Courts, Commercial Division and Commercial Appellate Division of High Courts
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2018, which amends the Commercial Courts Act of 2015. This
amendment is expected to alter parties’ sense of responsibility in resolving disputes. Mandatory
pre-litigation mediation puts the ball in the court of the parties involved, rather than looking at
external agencies like courts, and urges them to engage with and resolve disputes.

The Commercial Courts Act was legislated to improve the enforcement of contracts, as part of
improving the ease of doing business. The law defines “commercial disputes” to include regular
commercial and business contracts, construction contracts, shareholder agreements, licensing
agreements, etc. The law makes changes for reduction of timelines, tightening processes and
designating special commercial courts and commercial divisions to deal with these disputes,
among others.

The ordinance stipulates that no suits concerning commercial disputes will be filed under this Act
unless the person filing the suit exhausts the remedy of pre-litigation mediation. If an urgent
interim relief is required, this pre-litigation mediation can be dispensed with. However, in all other
cases, the mediation is mandatory and will be conducted within a period of three months
(extendable by another two months with the consent of the parties). Any settlement arrived at
through mediation will have the status of an arbitral award on agreed terms and be enforceable
like a decree of court. Importantly, the time limits for filing cases will pause during the time the pre-
litigation mediation is underway.

Mediation is a process of resolution of disputes by the parties to them. It involves discussion of the
conflicts, moving out of the loop of allegations and counter-allegations, and assessing where
interests lie in resolving the disputes. Options for settlement are explored and a settlement is
worked out through joint evaluation. The process is managed by a neutral person called the
mediator, who may evaluate the disputes and weigh in on options for settlement (a variant called
conciliation) but has no authority to impose a settlement. The participation of the disputants is
voluntary. The terms of settlement, if the parties do settle, are decided by the parties. The
discussions are confidential.

Mediation, and mandatory mediation specifically, is not new in India. The Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, 1996, makes a settlement arrived at through conciliation enforceable like a court
decree. Under the Code of Civil Procedure, judges can refer cases to mediation. The Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Development Act, 2006, mandates conciliation when disputes
arise on payments to MSMEs.

While the ordinance is an attempt to make parties evaluate and utilise mediation, some questions
arise. One of the advantages of mediation is its voluntary nature; how does this reconcile with the
mandatory nature of pre-litigation mediation? Will a pre-existing mediation agreement be
enforced? What will be the status of cross-border mediation?

Mediation policies in other countries mandate mediations through various mechanisms, with good
effect. They show that mandatory mediation does not mean a compulsion to mediate and offer
policy choices under the amendment.

Italy, which faces a high rate of pendency of cases, has adopted what is referred to as ‘opt out’
mandatory mediation. In 2010 and 2013, it introduced a law for pre-litigation mediation. Attempts
to mediate were made mandatory for certain disputes (like partition and joint ownership of
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property) before a case was filed in court.

This law reconciles the voluntary nature of the process, while mandating mediation. All disputants
are required to attend, with their lawyers, one session of mediation. After this session, any or all
the disputants can choose to opt out of mediation and the disputants can proceed with their case
in court. Parties who mediate and settle get tax credits.

The outcome of this policy is encouraging. Disputants have found mediation worthwhile and
continued with the process towards resolution. This has resulted from the opportunity of
understanding the process in the mandatory first session. Italy has seen almost 200,000 cases
going in for mediation until 2017. After trying out one session of mediation, when parties continued
with the mediation, almost 50% of those cases were settled. More strikingly, Italy has seen a drop
of 30-60% in the filings of certain categories of cases covered for mandatory mediation.

Another approach to mediation policy has been to impose costs on disputants refusing to mediate,
as is done in the U.K.

The ordinance is an important step in mainstreaming mediation, but it is not enough. Most
disputes seek urgent orders for preservation of status quo or restraint orders on filing. With such
an application, pre-litigation mediation could effectively be given a go-by. There is a need for a
comprehensive policy on mediation, rather than the abbreviated and disconnected steps so far.
This policy would encapsulate the process, the role and professional responsibilities of mediators,
the rights and obligations of parties in the process, and the outcome of the mediation agreement.
When seen in the context of a deliberate and well-considered law, mediation as a process would
be more credible to disputants, as has happened in the case of arbitration.

Chitra Narayan is a Chennai-based advocate and mediator
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Men must be involved more in family planning

The 11th report of the Common Review Mission of the National Health Mission (NHM), which was
released on Monday, has once again pointed out that the entire burden of family planning
continues to be on Indian women and men are loath to participate in it. The latest NHM data
shows that women account for more than 93% of sterilisations in the country, even though male
sterilisation is safer, quicker and easier. There are several reasons for the apathy of Indian men
towards contraception: a lack of awareness of sexual and reproductive matters; a paucity of
knowledge about appropriate contraceptive methods; myths and misconceptions (sterilisation
leads to loss of virility); and poor access to services, information and counselling on available
methods of contraception, their benefits and side effects and management. Moreover, health
workers at the village level are usually women and they find it difficult to discuss the socio-
culturally sensitive issue with men.

A recent United Nations report says India’s population will go beyond 1.44 billion by 2024, and we
will overtake China as the most populous country in the world. Although India’s fertility rate, which
measures the number of children born to a woman, has fallen from 4.97 during 1975-80 to 2.3 in
the current 2015-2020 period, India needs to do a lot more for population stabilisation. In 2017, the
Union health ministry initiated a fresh push to revive family planning measures, and the ministry of
women and child development wanted a shift in focus from female sterilisation to male
sterilisation. The draft National Policy for Women says that “a gender transformative health
strategy which recognises women’s reproductive rights with shifts such as family planning focus
from female sterilisation to male sterilisation will be developed and utilised”.

While the PMO nod for the policy has not come yet, there must not be any delay in beginning a
countrywide campaign to promote the adoption of vasectomy, including strategies to break gender
stereotypes, dispel myths and position men as responsible partners. The government should also
explore incentives, which can play an important role in sterilisation. More important, male
sterilisation services, which are at present inadequate, must be improved across the country.
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U.S. exits from UN human rights body

UNHRC was founded in 2006. Then President George W. Bush was dismissive of the body. Under
President Barack Obama, the U.S. joined it in 2009. The 47 members are elected to serve three-
year terms on the Council. The U.N. body also focused on the situation in Jammu and Kashmir in
a report recently.

“Look at the Council membership, and you see an appalling disrespect for the most basic rights,”
Ms. Haley, said citing Venezuela, China, Cuba and the Democratic Republic of Congo. She did
not mention Saudi Arabia, a close ally of the Trump administration and a member of the UNHRC
accused of human rights violations. The latest confrontation between the U.S. and UNHRC
followed the body’s criticism of Israel in the aftermath of the recent killing of protesters in the Gaza
Strip.

The U.S. decision also comes against the backdrop of global criticism of the Trump
administration’s policy of separating children and parents detained for illegally entering the U.S.
UN human rights chief Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein on Monday asked to halt America’s
“unconscionable” policy.
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Sanctions act passes, sans any waiver provision

The U.S. Senate has ignored the Donald Trump administration’s request for inclusion of waiver
provisions in the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA). The act
requires the Congress to impose sanctions on countries that have “significant” defence relations
with Russia.

The Senate version of the National Defence Authorisation Act (NDAA) for 2019 was passed on
Monday and has no waiver provisions. The version of the NDAA 2019 passed earlier by the House
of Representatives had provisions for waiver, but that is inadequate to address India’s concerns
about the law.

Setback for India

The House version allows for waivers for 180 days, provided the administration certifies that the
country in question is scaling back its ties with Russia. This formulation is inadequate as it links
waiver to India rolling back its ties with Russia.

India is currently caught in the crossfire of the bipartisan law against Russia, due to its defence
relations with Kremlin. The House and Senate versions of the Bill are usually reconciled through a
conference process, but any hope of a legislative resolution to the CAATSA headache now
appears out of reach.

People lobbying for changes in the law in order to ensure that India’s increasing defence
purchases from America won’t be interrupted by sanctions said lawmakers would be more
amenable to change after the November 2018 midterm elections.
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Trauma at the border: on US policy of separating children from undocumented migrants

As part of its “zero-tolerance” approach to dealing with undocumented migrants, the Donald
Trump administration in the U.S. has been separating parents and children within migrating
families, leading to outrage over the burgeoning number of minors lodged in foster care. Reports
suggest that between October 2017 and May 2018 at least 1,995 children were separated from
their parents, with a significant majority of the instances between April 18 and May 31. In recent
weeks, disturbing images and videos have emerged of screaming toddlers in the custody of
Customs and Border Protection personnel, or in what appear to be chain-link cages in facilities
holding older children, as well as one disturbing audio allegedly of wailing children at one such
unit. Democrats and Republicans alike have expressed deep concern about the ethics of using
children, facing trauma from separation from their parents, to discourage further undocumented
border crossings. Mr. Trump, however, has refused to accept sole responsibility for the family
separations. Instead, he took to Twitter to blame his Democratic opponents for not working with
Republicans to pass new immigration legislation to mitigate the border crisis.

Many Indians detained in U.S. crackdown on illegal immigrants

His response begs two questions. First, why, when both Houses of the U.S. Congress are under
Republican control, is Mr. Trump unable to garner the numbers to pass legislation to end family
separations? The answer is that poignantly tragic though the fate of these broken families may
be, the issue as such has failed to garner even as much bipartisan momentum on Capitol Hill as
Mr. Trump’s rescinding of the Obama-era immigration order on Deferred Actions for Childhood
Arrivals. The second question is whether the policy of separating migrant families is new, or if
there was indeed “bad legislation passed by the Democrats” that supports this action, as Mr.
Trump claims. The answer is that both are true. Mr. Trump’s critics are correct in that there is no
single U.S. law requiring families to be separated. Rather, what the White House referred to as
“loopholes” in legislation are two legal provisions: a law against “improper entry by aliens” at the
border, and a decree known as the Flores settlement. The first is a federal law that makes it
impossible to summarily deport certain vulnerable categories of migrants, such as families,
asylum-seekers and unaccompanied minors. To get around this the administrations of George W.
Bush and Barack Obama adopted the policy of “catch and release” — whereby these migrants
would be released from custody pending their deportation case adjudication. Family separation
was unnecessary at that time, but under the Trump administration’s zero-tolerance approach, all
undocumented migrants are charged in criminal courts. Here the Flores settlement applies,
because it limits to 20 days the length of time migrant children may be held in immigration
detention. While their parents face charges, the children are transferred to a different location,
often with devastating consequences for their families. This is unspeakable cruelty.
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Right on Kashmir’s rights?

The United Nations headquarters in New York City. File   | Photo Credit: Reuters

 

The first ever report by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on
Jammu and Kashmir, including Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, published last week, has been in
production since 2016. A new wave of violence had then hit the Kashmir Valley, when protests
sparked by the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen militant Burhan Wani were met with force by security
personnel; about 51 protesters and civilians were killed in the months that followed, while more
than 9,000 were injured by pellets and bullets. Consequently, the OHCRC asked India and
Pakistan to allow its teams access to the State, a request that was refused.

Apart from being irked by the report’s criticism of India’s handling of the protests, alleged extra-
judicial killings and hard tactics, the Ministry of External Affairs is also upset by the terms used to
describe militants. For example, Hizbul Mujahideen, which is regarded as a terrorist organisation
by India, was described in the report as an “armed group”. Wani, regarded as a terrorist by Indian
security forces, was described as the “leader” of the organisation. India in its official statement said
the report “undermines the UN-led consensus on zero tolerance to terrorism”. Finally, it makes
specific recommendations aimed at India, including removing the Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Act from areas and instituting inquiries into alleged human rights violations.

In the absence of direct interviews, the OHCHR used “remote monitoring” from local sources to
write the report.

India has said that the report violates its “sovereignty and territorial integrity” as it has used terms
such as “Azad Jammu and Kashmir” and “Gilgit Baltistan” to describe the part of the State under
Pakistani control. India does not consider Pakistan’s control over a part of Kashmir as legitimate
and describes the region as Pakistan occupied Kashmir.

After decades of delay, Pakistan, May 27, 2018, integrated Gilgit-Baltistan region into its federal
structure despite strong protest from India. The OHCHR’s decision to use these terms in the report
can be interpreted as a sign of recognition of these regions as being part of Pakistan.

 

While the report’s primary focus is the deteriorating human rights situation in Jammu and Kashmir,
it also deals with the excesses of the Pakistani security forces in their interactions with the PoK
population.

India’s response can perhaps be explained by the fact that the report refers to the final political
settlement of the Kashmir issue to avoid continued human rights abuse by both parties — India
and Pakistan. India maintains Kashmir is a bilateral issue that does not have space for a third
party, including the UN.
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Sharp drop in smoking tobacco in India, says WHO report

Rajendra Kumar Tiwari, a social activist, wears a headgear made from empty cigarettes packets
as he conducts an anti-tobacco awareness campaign to mark “World No Tobacco Day” in Mumbai
on May 31, 2018.   | Photo Credit: REUTERS

From 19.4% in 2000, the prevalence of smoking tobacco in India dropped down to 11.5% in 2005,
according to a World Health Organisation report released on Thursday.

The report projected the prevalence to drop down further to 9.8% by 2020 and 8.5% by 2025.

“The prevalence of tobacco use has decreased more slowly in low and middle-income countries
than in high-income countries, because the introduction of strong tobacco control policies by low
and middle-income countries is impeded by relentless lobbying from the tobacco industry”, it
stated.

While the report only covered tobacco usage in the form of smoking, India has a large population
of chewing tobacco users, thus posing additional burden. Experts said the decrease therefore is
nothing to rejoice over. “The drop in smoking prevalence is in sync with the Global Adult Tobacco
Survey (GATS) outcome. However, India has a unique problem of chewing tobacco. More than
3/4th tobacco users have it in the chewing form. Therefore, we need policies that address this
form of tobacco rigorously”, said Dr. Pankaj Chaturvedi, head and neck surgeon from Tata
Memorial Hospital in Mumbai. Dr. Chaturvedi who is also India’s most vocal anti-tobacco activist
said that it is upsetting that our government has turned a blind eye towards regulating pan masala.

Smoking down, but tobacco use still a major cause of death, disease: WHO

According to Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General, “Most people know that
using tobacco causes cancer and lung disease, but many people are not aware that it also causes
heart disease and stroke — the world’s leading killers.”

“This ‘World No Tobacco Day’, WHO is drawing attention to the fact that tobacco does not only
cause cancer, it quite literally breaks your heart.”

While many people are aware that tobacco use increases the risk of cancer, there are alarming
gaps in knowledge of the cardiovascular risks of tobacco use, said the health organisation.

India's declining number of tobacco users

It also noted that while tobacco use has declined markedly since 2000, the reduction is insufficient
to meet globally agreed targets aimed at protecting people from death and suffering from
cardiovascular and other non-communicable diseases (NCDs).

Tobacco use and second-hand smoke exposure were major causes of cardiovascular diseases,
including heart attacks and stroke, contributing to approximately three million deaths per year. But
evidence revealed a serious lack of knowledge of the multiple health risks associated with
tobacco.

In China, over 60% of the population was unaware that smoking could cause heart attacks, said
the Global Adult Tobacco Survey.
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Smoking down, but tobacco use still a major cause of death, disease: WHO

Fewer people are smoking worldwide, especially women, but only one country in eight is on track
to meet a target of reducing tobacco use significantly by 2025, the World Health Organization
(WHO) said on Thursday.

India's declining number of tobacco users

Three million people die prematurely each year due to tobacco use that causes cardiovascular
diseases such as heart attacks and stroke, the world's leading killers, it said, marking World No
Tobacco Day. They include 890,000 deaths through second-hand smoke exposure.

The WHO clinched a landmark treaty in 2005, now ratified by 180 countries, that calls for a ban on
tobacco advertising and sponsorship, and taxes to discourage use.

“The worldwide prevalence of tobacco smoking has decreased from 27% in 2000 to 20% in 2016,
so progress has been made,” Douglas Bettcher, director of the WHO's prevention of
noncommunicable diseases department, told a news briefing.

Launching the WHO's global report on trends in prevalence of tobacco smoking, he said that
industrialised countries are making faster progress than developing countries.

“One of the major factors impeding low and middle-income countries certainly is countries face
resistance by a tobacco industry who wishes to replace clients who die by freely marketing their
products and keeping prices affordable for young people,” he added.

Progress in kicking the habit is uneven, with the Americas the only region set to meet the target of
a 30% reduction in tobacco use by 2025 compared to 2010, for both men and women, the WHO
said.

However, the United States is currently not on track, bogged down by litigation over warnings on
cigarette packaging and lags in taxation, said Vinayak Prasad of the WHO's tobacco control unit.

Parts of Western Europe have reached a “standstill”, particularly due to a failure to get women to
stop smoking, African men are lagging, and tobacco use in the Middle East is actually set to
increase, the WHO said.

Overall, tobacco kills more than 7 million a year and many people know that it increases the risk of
cancer, the WHO said.

But many tobacco users in China and India are unaware of their increased risk of developing heart
disease and stroke, making it urgent to step up awareness campaigns, it said.

“The percentage of adults who do not believe smoking causes stroke are for example in China as
high as 73%, for heart attacks 61% of adults in China are not aware that smoking increases the
risk,” Bettcher said. “We aim to close this gap.”

China and India have the highest numbers of smokers worldwide, accounting for 307 million and
106 million, respectively, of the world's 1.1 billion adult smokers, followed by Indonesia with 74
million, WHO figures show. India also has 200 million of the world's 367 million smokeless tobacco
users.
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At around 2 a.m. on May 17 morning, a grievously sick Mohammed Salih, a 28-year-old architect
from Kerala’s Perambra town, was rushed by his family to
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India, Indonesia elevate ties

Red carpet welcome:PM Narendra Modi at an Indian Community event in Jakarta, Indonesia, on
Wednesday.PTI  

India and Indonesia on Wednesday elevated their bilateral ties to Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. The two countries condemned terrorism in all its forms, as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held “productive discussions” with President Joko Widodo.

The two countries also signed 15 agreements, including one to boost defence cooperation, and
called for freedom of navigation in the strategic Indo-Pacific region.

Mr. Modi, who reached Jakarta on Tuesday night on his first-ever official visit to Indonesia, was
accorded a red carpet welcome on Wednesday morning at the Merdeka Palace, one of the
presidential palaces in Indonesia. The two leaders discussed areas of strategic cooperation and
ways to ensure better economic ties and closer cultural relations, besides regional and global
issues of mutual interest.

In a joint press statement after the meeting, Mr. Modi said India’s Act East Policy and the vision of
SAGAR (Security and Growth for all in the Region) matched Mr. Widodo’s Maritime Fulcrum
Vision.

“As mutual partners and neighbours, our worries are similar. It is our duty to ensure maritime
security and safety. This is also for the safety of our economic interests,” he said.

30-day free visa

Mr. Modi announced a free 30-day visa for Indonesian citizens and invited the diaspora to travel to
their country of origin to experience the ‘New India.’

Addressing a gathering of the Indian diaspora at the Jakarta Convention Centre in the Indonesian
capital, he said, “not only do the names of our nations rhyme, but also there is a distinct rhythm in
the India-Indonesia friendship.”

“We will grant free of cost visa for Indonesian citizens for travel of up to 30 days,” Mr. Modi said,
amid applause.
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Paper chase: the need to review use of VVPATs

The high incidence of glitches in the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) machines in
Monday’s by-elections should be a major cause of concern for the Election Commission of India.
Fresh polling had to be ordered in dozens of booths in Kairana and Bhandara-Gondiya in Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra, respectively, as a consequence. Ever since the implementation of the
VVPAT system last year, machine malfunction and subsequent delays in polling have been
recurring issues. Close to 4.2% of the VVPAT machines deployed in the Karnataka Assembly
elections this month developed glitches during the testing as well as polling processes. The overall
fault rate was as high as 11.6% in the by-elections held in four parliamentary and nine Assembly
constituencies on Monday. The ECI has suggested that these machines were more prone to
malfunctioning due to their sensitivity to extreme weather conditions and exposure to light. It also
blamed the relative inexperience of polling officers handling them, compared to the ballot and
control units for the electronic voting machines (EVMs) that have been in use for much longer. The
technical committee of the ECI is now faced with a challenge to ensure that the VVPAT machines
hold up, with the general election due next year in the hot summer months. The VVPAT was
added to the EVM to audit the voter tallies stored in the machine. Its universal implementation —
which began in the Goa Assembly polls in February 2017 — was deemed necessary as many
political parties complained about the possible hacking of EVMs. These complaints lacked any
basis, but the VVPAT implementation was hastened to bring back trust in the election process. In
all elections where it has been used, the VVPAT tallies have matched with the EVM counts, but for
a stray case or two when the VVPAT machine was not reset before polling began.

Inadvertently, the use of these machines, which are adjuncts to the ballot and control units of the
EVMs, has added to the complexity of an otherwise simple, single programmable-chip based
system, and rendered it prone to more glitches. There is enough empirical evidence to show that
EVMs have eased polling and helped increase voter turnout since being put to use. But in using
VVPAT machines to reassure sceptics about an election’s integrity, the ECI has introduced a new
element, and cost, to the process. Considering these challenges, the ECI should consider
deploying the VVPAT machines in a limited, statistically significant, randomly chosen set of polling
booths. This will reduce the possibility of glitches affecting the polling process as well-tested
machines could be deployed (with enough replacements also handy) to such booths. The current
verification process, after all, only involves the counting of VVPAT slips by randomly choosing one
booth from each constituency (or segment), and this check should not be affected drastically by
the new method.
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Charting its own path

Some anniversaries are celebrated with enthusiasm while others are merely observed. The muted
response to the 20th anniversary of India’s nuclear weapons tests this past month puts this
milestone firmly in the second category. It is a far cry from the triumphalism that overtook India 20
years ago. And yet, in crossing the rubicon (a phrase from that era) India took a gamble with the
international nuclear regime that, despite the turbulent reception, has largely paid off. Even if India
today is not quite at the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)-sanctioned top table of the original
five nuclear weapons states (NWS), it is not in the company either of the other two self-declared
nuclear weapons powers, Pakistan and North Korea. Therein lies the rub.

Today India occupies a special position as a responsible state with advanced nuclear technology,
to quote from the 2005 Joint Statement announcing the India-U.S. nuclear deal. This status is a
product and a reflection of the steady attempt by New Delhi to shift attention away from its nuclear
weapons and towards its civil nuclear technology. India could not act like just another nuclear
weapons power. That route to the top table closed when the NPT was negotiated. India has
therefore had to make different choices from the original five. By the time the NPT was negotiated,
the world had witnessed 925 tests by the NWS, including 96 by the U.S. in 1962 alone. New Delhi
declared a moratorium on testing after the two series of tests on May 11 and 13.

India published a draft nuclear doctrine within five years of testing. The U.S. first published its
Nuclear Posture Review in 1994. None of the other NWS has an explicitly published doctrine,
though enough can be gleaned from U.K. White Papers and official French and Chinese
pronouncements. Even though debate on doctrine has since stalled, the point remains that India
hoped transparency would help legitimise its nuclear choices and carve out a path to the nuclear
top table.

Pokhran II, twenty years later

Reality, however, did not pan out that way. Each pronouncement on deterrence only strengthened
the link between India and Pakistan. From being accused of precipitating Pakistan’s 1998 tests, to
not appreciating the potential for a nuclear exchange, India learned that its international
interlocutors were unable to view nuclear possession by the two South Asian neighbours with any
degree of equanimity. Never mind that the then Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, had mentioned two
nuclear neighbours, not one, in explaining the reasons for the test. Nuclear weapons bound India
ever closer to Pakistan; worse, they gave Pakistan the ability to invite international attention to the
bilateral relationship by playing on extra-regional fears of tensions escalating to a nuclear level.
Witness the anxiety generated by Kargil and the 2001/2002 deployment. By the Mumbai attacks in
2008, India had shifted attention away from weapons to the civil nuclear side of things. That it kept
the response to Mumbai firmly in the diplomatic sphere despite Pakistan’s attempts to raise the
bogey of Indian troop deployments speaks to the realisation that India’s nuclear weapons could be
used against India by those outside its borders.

This might explain India’s muted presence in current discussions on deterrence. The U.S., Russia
and China are modernising their nuclear assets; the U.S. and Russia are also developing
weapons with calibrated yields. Pakistan claims to have developed tactical nuclear weapons. India
has stayed away from these discussions. Its position, as declared in 2003, states that India will
respond to WMD use against it with a strike designed to cause unacceptable damage.

In contrast, India has been very vocal about joining the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and the
Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), the informal groupings that control trade in nuclear
and dual-use technology. Along with the Wassenaar Arrangement and the Australia Group, they
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control trade in sensitive materials and technology; together, they provide ballast for the nuclear
regime underpinned by the NPT.

And here we come to perhaps the main reason for India’s nuclear behaviour. India has a troubled
relationship with the NPT. Though deciding against accession in 1968, India supports the Treaty
and has benefitted from the stability it has provided by limiting the spread of nuclear weapons. And
yet, India is the prize sought by several NPT adherents who wish to bring it into the fold as a non-
nuclear weapons state. By the terms of the NPT, India cannot be a ‘nuclear have’ as the Treaty
only recognises those states that conducted a nuclear test before 1968 to be NWS. So the only
way to fully legitimise India’s (legal) nuclear choices is to make the NPT irrelevant to India, while
not undermining the Treaty. Joining the NSG and MTCR would help as the informal guidelines for
membership require accession to the NPT. India has most of what it needs from the NSG from the
2008 waiver, certainly for the current desultory progress in nuclear power production. Membership
would not significantly affect power production, and yet accession remains so totemic as to
overshadow the fact that we have actually joined the MTCR, Wassenaar Arrangement and
Australia Group in 2016, 2017 and 2018, respectively.

India’s choosing to clear its path to that seat using civil nuclear rather than weapons development
is a purely pragmatic decision. Deciding to test in May 1998 at Pokhran was probably the last truly
sovereign decision that it made in this field. Now declared, what India chooses to do with its nukes
is — legitimately — a global concern. This may explain why May 11 is now National Technology
Day and a rising India is protecting its economy by shifting attention away from the Bomb.

Priyanjali Malik is an independent researcher focussing on politics and nuclear security in South
Asia
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Catalan movement: the people’s will?

A new chapter has begun in the Catalan independence movement. On May 17, hardline separatist
leader Quim Torra was sworn in as the President of Catalonia. He pledged only to be “faithful to
the people of Catalonia” and made no reference to the Spanish king, the constitution or the flag.
He later declared the Catalan government’s desire to continue the push for independence.

Spanish Prime Minster Mariano Rajoy reacted to Mr. Torra’s election by issuing a warning that the
Spanish constitution will be upheld and unlawful activities will not be condoned. In effect, Mr.
Rajoy has taken steps he sees fit to ensure that the territorial integrity of his country is maintained.

Mr. Torra was elected by the narrowest of margins — 66 votes to 65. The last three times the
Catalans have voted — the regional elections in 2015, the referendum in October 2017 and the
regional elections in December 2017 — have all resulted in pro-separation outcomes. The latest
elections are a re-affirmation of the Catalan people’s will to secede from Spain — manifested
through free and fair elections. It is in this process that Catalan voters find their greatest claim for
legitimacy.

The Catalans have cultural, historical and political legitimacy in their claim. Their culture is distinct
from Spain and has historically faced oppression in the hands of Spanish rulers — as recently as
under Francisco Franco in the 20th century. The Catalans have decried this oppression and
maintained their distinct language and culture in the face of oppression.

All you need to know about Catalonia’s independence referendum

Crucially, the independence movement has gained political legitimacy in the verdict of regional
elections. Therefore, the desire of separation is manifested not from a minuscule group of the
population but from a democratically and legitimately elected regional government. The Catalans
have followed all the rules and used legitimate channels to express and establish their desire for
independence. If they now fail to gain independence, it will not only be a failure of the movement
but also a failure of the legitimacy of the democratic process itself.

This dynamic represents unchartered territory in international politics and law. A claim for
independence via a democratically-elected government has never been raised in a well-
established, Western democracy. It is a perilous situation, where the democratic process is pitted
against the sacrosanct nature of a country’s territorial boundaries. In the resolution of this issue,
one must give way to the other.

Will a democratically elected regional government be able to claim the right to secede from a
modern democracy in the 21st century? The Spanish government also has a fair claim to
legitimacy. Its actions are based on the Spanish constitution, which prohibits secession, and on
the inherent nature of nation-states to defend their territorial integrity. The Catalans have
repeatedly called on the European and international communities to come to their aid. However, if
the issue were to be played out in the international legal sphere, it is doubtful that the Catalans
would elicit any support.

The Spanish will find support from all nation-states as no country would seek to allow a region to
secede from a country on any ground. Enabling Catalan secession would amount to an assault on
Spain’s territorial integrity and set a dangerous precedent across the world.

The vital twist in this case lies in the fact that free and fair democratic elections are the very
institutions that empower most nation-states of the world, including Spain. If the Spanish
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completely disregard Catalan claims, they would be undermining the very institution that
empowers them, and this poses a tricky situation.

Therefore, potential resolution of this conflict has huge consequences for the world order and
international geopolitics.

On this note, the forthcoming meeting between Mr. Rajoy and Mr. Torra is of interest to the
international community. We are witnessing the fledgling start of a potentially ground-breaking
development in international law. Seasoned scholars will realise that nation-states, the creators
and subjects of international law, will never allow their own power to be undermined. But will that
power remain legitimate if it stands against the people’s will? That is the question.

Pranay Modi is a fourth year law student at O.P. Jindal Global University, Sonipat. Armin
Rosencranz is a professor of law at Jindal
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India, EU and the privacy challenge

Here’s why you should binge-watch Damaged, India’s first show about female serial killer

The free flow of data across borders underpins today’s globalised economy. Such flows are
growing exponentially and are estimated to have raised world GDP by about 10 per cent over the
past decade. India is a major beneficiary. Data flows drive the country’s most dynamic exports of
digitally-delivered data processing and other business services.

But the international transfer of personal data also raises concerns about the protection of privacy.
Earlier this week, the European Union (EU) introduced the world’s most legally comprehensive
data protection regime, in keeping with its concept of privacy that stems from its own unique
history and cultural trajectory.

What does the new EU regulation mean for India? In 2016-17, nearly a quarter of India’s IT-
enabled exports — ranging from financial accounts and analysis to health transcriptions and
diagnostics — went to the EU. Provision of these services often requires the collection of data
from EU citizens. The EU regulation makes exporting harder by making data transfers more
difficult.

Developing countries like India face a dilemma now. Data transfers to a non-EU country will
henceforth be permitted only if the latter enacts a national privacy law equivalent to the EU law. A
handful of countries, including Argentina and Uruguay, have already done so. However, a national
law imposes the same standard on all firms in the country, even when they sell at home. The risk
is that such prematurely stringent privacy laws could hamper the development of domestic
markets. For example, by constraining the operation of credit bureaus and other information-
sharing mechanisms, such laws could limit access to finance and other services.

Enacting EU-type national privacy legislation would increase the cost of doing business and lead
to a loss of competitiveness in other markets. A recent survey suggested that Fortune 500
companies would need to spend $16 million on average to avoid falling foul of the EU regulation.
The increased costs would hurt not just access to services at home but also competitiveness in
foreign markets where privacy is a less acute concern. When the Philippines drafted tough
national privacy legislation to ensure continued access to the EU market, US firms based in that
country suspended investment plans because operating costs would increase.

If a country’s national law does not pass the EU adequacy test, as happened with India, then its
firms are required either to accept corporate rules that bind their operations all over the world, or to
use special model contracts for each EU business deal. Both options require firms to ensure levels
of data protection that would be offered in the EU. Both also require a data controller or processor,
who can be held liable for breach, to be established in an EU member state.

These requirements increase costs and limit the benefits of digital trade, especially for smaller
firms. A survey in India of service exporters showed that the EU’s earlier data protection regime
had a significant impact on India’s exports, even though it was less strict. The corporate rule
process took over six months and 90 per cent of respondents chose to use model contracts
instead, but those too proved complex and time-consuming. Two-thirds of surveyed exporters
claimed a significant loss of business opportunities because of data protection concerns.

Can the EU’s legitimate need to protect privacy be fulfilled without hurting a developing country
like India? A recent example of cooperation offers a solution. When the EU first enacted its privacy
rules, US national laws were deemed inadequate. To safeguard transatlantic data flows, the EU
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and the US negotiated an agreement that was updated after the Snowden revelations as the
“Privacy Shield”. Under this agreement, US firms promise to protect the privacy of European
citizens to EU standards in return for unrestricted data flows. The firms’ commitment is monitored
and enforced by US institutions, notably the Federal Trade Commission and the Department of
Commerce.

This arrangement has created a valuable opening. Under WTO law on services trade, the EU is
required to offer other countries an opportunity to negotiate comparable arrangements. India must
take advantage of this opportunity, while strengthening its case for recognition by creating credible
assessment institutions.

Such an arrangement would have big advantages over existing options. First, Indian firms serving
the EU market would not be required to establish a presence in the EU or accept rules and
contracts that are costly and time-consuming. The assessment of conformity with EU standards
would take place at home by domestic regulators.

Second, India would not need to pass a national privacy law whose stringency is determined by
foreign norms. It would be free to create domestic standards to meet domestic needs, while
following foreign standards for specific export markets. It would thus avoid a conflict between two
vital development goals — preserving access to foreign services markets for its exporters and
improving access to services for its citizens.
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3D-printed corneas for the blind

This may solve the shortage of available eye donors and help millions of blind people gain sight
again   | Photo Credit: The Hindu Archives

In a first, scientists have created 3D printed human corneas that could solve the shortage of
available eye donors and help millions of blind people gain sight again.

As the outermost layer of the human eye, the cornea has an important role in focusing vision. Yet
there is a significant shortage of corneas available to transplant, with 10 million people worldwide
requiring surgery to prevent corneal blindness as a result of diseases such as trachoma, an
infectious eye disorder.

In addition, almost 5 million people suffer total blindness due to corneal scarring caused by burns,
lacerations, abrasion or disease. The proof-of-concept research, published in the journal
Experimental Eye Research, shows how stem cells from a healthy donor cornea were mixed
together with alginate and collagen to create a solution that could be printed, a ‘bio-ink’
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At around 2 a.m. on May 17 morning, a grievously sick Mohammed Salih, a 28-year-old architect
from Kerala’s Perambra town, was rushed by his family to
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Yoga is a holistic approach towards health and well-being: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

Yoga is a holistic approach towards health and well-being:
Vice President

Ancient science of Yoga is India’s invaluable gift to the
modern world;

Participates in International Day of Yoga 2018 celebration in
Mumbai

Posted On: 21 JUN 2018 9:50AM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that Yoga is a holistic approach
towards health and well-being with physical, emotional and spiritual dimensions to it. Addressing
the gathering while participating in the International Day of Yoga 2018 celebrations, in Mumbai
today, he said that the ancient science of Yoga is India’s invaluable gift to the modern world. The
Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Shri Devendra Fadnavis and other dignitaries were present on the
occasion.

Quoting Sage Patanjali who compiled the first yoga philosophy, the Vice President said that Yoga
helps a person to control his or her own random thoughts and allows achieving stillness, a
calmness that creates inner harmony.

The Vice President said that Yoga has nothing to do with religion and it is a holistic science
embodying the basic principle of organic, interconnectedness of different facets of life. It is
unfortunate that some people attribute religious overtones to this ancient scientific system, he
added.

The Vice President called on people to make Yoga a part of daily routine to combat modern day
health problems. He said that the time has come to introduce yoga as part of school curriculum so
that India becomes a nation of healthy and happy people in the coming years.

The Vice President Yoga promotes concentration and focused attention. Apart from enhancing
physical and mental agility, Yoga practice makes a person to adopt a balanced attitude towards
life at all times, he added.

Outlining the importance of Yoga in daily life, the Vice President said that the worrisome trend of
youngsters resorting to extreme steps like ending their lives can be curbed if they develop sense
of equanimity and calmness of mind, which can be developed through yoga and meditation.

Following is the text of Vice President's address:

 

"I am happy to be with all of you here on International Yoga Day. This is a momentous●
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occasion, a moment of celebration. This is a celebration of dedication to the ancient Indian
Science of Yoga.
Yoga is a holistic approach to well being. It has physical, emotional and spiritual dimensions.●

Sage Patanjali who compiled the first yoga philosophy defines yoga as an ability to control
one’s own random thoughts and achieve a stillness, a calmness that creates inner harmony.
This philosophy is usually referred to as Ashtanga Yoga.

●

Yoga is a holistic science embodying the basic principle of organic, interconnectedness of
different facets of life. It is not a mere set of exercises. It goes beyond the physical exercises
and connects the body with thought processes. It seeks to build a lifestyle that values
calmness, harmony and positive thinking.  It is probably one of the most effective therapies for
many psycho-somatic disorders. 

●

It advocates purity of mind, speech and body, contentment, acceptance of others,
perseverance, self study, self reflection, contemplation of the supreme being.

●

The word Yoga is derived from two roots. One signifying “connection” and the second
signifying “concentration”. It connects physical health with mental equilibrium and emotional
tranquility. It promotes concentration and focused attention. Apart from enhancing physical
and mental agility, yoga practice makes a person to adopt a balanced attitude towards life at
all times.

●

The worrisome trend of youngsters resorting to extreme steps like ending their lives can be
curbed if they develop sense of equanimity and calmness of mind, which can be developed
through yoga and meditation.

●

It is a matter of concern that the WHO had recently stated in its report that 61 percent of all
deaths in India every year are because of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs), which
include cardiovascular diseases , cancer, diabetes and chronic respiratory diseases, among
others.

●

Yoga should become a part and parcel of our daily routine to combat the modern-day health
problems, both physical and mental. There is also a misconception that Yoga is only a sort of
physical exercise meant to help the fitness of an individual. Nothing could be farther than this.
It is a holistic system where the mind and body act in unison and get completely rejuvenated
as physical postures, breathing exercises and meditation help in overall well-being of an
individual. And of course Yoga also helps in the spiritual quest of an individual through
understanding of the inner Self and achieving complete peace with the surroundings.

●

Yoga adopts a holistic approach towards health and well-being. While Yoga has nothing to
do with religion, some people unfortunately attribute religious overtones to this ancient
scientific system.

●

Thanks to the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, the United Nations declared June 21 as the
International Yoga Day and is now being celebrated across the globe. The ancient science of
Yoga is India’s invaluable gift to the modern world.

●

The time has come to introduce yoga as part of school curriculum so that India becomes a
nation of healthy and happy people in the coming years."

●

***
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President Kovind in Suriname; Addresses the National Assembly of Suriname
President's Secretariat

President Kovind in Suriname; Addresses the National
Assembly of Suriname

Leads delegation talks with Suriname; India extends line of
credit for projects in power transmission, solar energy

Suriname invites Indian FDI in different sectors

Suriname accepts India's invitation to attend World Hindi
Conference and India-Caricom Business Conclave

Posted On: 20 JUN 2018 10:11PM by PIB Delhi

The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, reached Suriname yesterday evening (June 19,
2018) on the second leg of his State Visit to three countries – Greece, Suriname and Cuba. This is
the first ever visit of an Indian President to Suriname. The President was received at the Johan
Adolf Pengel International airport, Paramaribo by Mr Desire Delano Bouterse, the President of the
Republic of Suriname, along with other dignitaries and accorded a ceremonial welcome.
Subsequently, the President paid his tributes at the Gandhi statue in the city. 

 

Today (June 20, 2018), the President addressed the National Assembly of Suriname. He became
the first foreign Head of State to address the National Assembly of Suriname.

 

Speaking on the occasion, the President said thatSuriname is an obvious partner for India as we
seek to build on our already considerable trade, investment and cultural relations with Latin
America and the Caribbean region.

 

The President stated that climate change is an international concern and a foreign policy issue. He
commended Suriname for its enlightened approach on climate change. He said that India is proud
to have Suriname as a co-partner in the International Solar Alliance. He thanked Suriname for
ratifying its entry into the ISA. He stated that this will allow us to collaborate on solar energy
projects that will be of benefit to Surinamese people and our planet.

 

The President said that it is not just in the field of renewable energy that India would want to
partner Suriname. India is happy to share its developmental experiences with Suriname, as per
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Suriname’s needs, desires and priorities.

 

The President was happy to note that young people in Suriname are making increasing use of
facilities available under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation programme. He stated
that we have also signed an agreement on the formal linkage of the Suriname Diplomatic Institute
and the Foreign Service Institute of India. This will facilitate the training of Surinamese diplomats in
Information and Communication Technology, in e-diplomacy and in diaspora diplomacy.

 

The President said that tomorrow (June 21), along with President Bouterse and other dignitaries
and friends in Suriname, he will be participating in the International Day of Yoga events that begin
at 7.00 am. He invited members of National Assembly and other dignitaries to join and share the
joy of yoga. He also invited them to visit India– and to share and deepen Suriname-India
friendship.

 

Earlier in the morning, the President held one-to-one discussion with his counterpart as well as led
the delegation level talks. The two sides agreed to expand the bilateral agenda especially in the
areas of economic relations, cultural cooperation and development partnership.

 

The President announced that India will extend concessional financing of US Dollars 20 million for
setting up a solar project to provide clean energy to a cluster of 49 villages in Suriname.  In
addition, India will extend a Line of Credit of US Dollars 27.5 million to support a power
transmission project in PikinSaronarea and another Line of Credit of US Dollars 3.5 million for
maintenance of Chetak helicopters. Further, India will assist Suriname to establish a Centre of
Excellence in Information Technology. An MoU to take forward this project was signed.  Besides,
the two sides also concluded four MoUs in the fields of elections, diplomatic academies
partnership, employment for spouse of diplomats of the two countries and archives.

Suriname also invited Indian investment in areas such as Agriculture, Mining, Energy and Timber.
During the talks, Suriname accepted India’s invitation to attend the XIth World Hindi Conference to
be held in Mauritius in August 2018 as well as the Business Conclave to be held between India
and CARICOM in Trinidad and Tobago in the near future.

 

Text of President’s address at the National Assembly of Suriname

***
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Citizens must be at the centre of civic governance, VP tells local bodies
Vice President's Secretariat

Citizens must be at the centre of civic governance, VP tells
local bodies

Develop sustainable, resilient, inclusive & citizen-friendly
urban centres: Vice President

Every city must have dedicated bicycle tracks, pedestrian
lanes;

Inaugurates new building of Pune Municipal Corporation

Posted On: 21 JUN 2018 6:48PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that local bodies should always
place citizens at the centre of civic governance, adding that people’s participation in formulating
and planning projects and services will improve execution and delivery of the services. He was
addressing the gathering after inaugurating the new building of Pune Municipal Corporation, in
Pune, Maharashtra today. The Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Shri Devendra Fadnavis, the Union
Minister for Human Resource Development, Shri Prakash Javadekar and other dignitaries were
present on the occasion.

 

The Vice President said that Pune has the chance to become a trailblazer in urban governance by
adopting a futuristic and people-centric approach. He complimented the Municipal Corporation for
issuing municipal bonds for augmenting resources to take up developmental projects in the city.
He has also asked the local body to improve its credit worthiness to borrow finances from lending
agencies. 

 

Highlighting the importance of healthy lifestyle, the Vice President suggested authorities to create
non-motorized zones. Every city must have dedicated bicycle tracks, pedestrian lanes and parks,
he added.

 

The Vice President said that local body representatives must work collectively, irrespective of
political affiliations, to protect water bodies and prevent their encroachment. While expressing his
appreciation at the progress made in the implementation of projects under the Smart City mission,
he cautioned against cost and time overruns while executing various projects. To improve the
governance in urban local bodies, a bottom up approach has to be implemented with zero
tolerance towards corruption, he added.
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The Vice President said that local bodies need to be provided with the three 3 Fs - Funds,
Functions and Functionaries - for effective governance. He said that 73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments should be implemented in letter and spirit.

 

The Vice President said that authorities must ensure that people get better and quality services. It
should be noted that in the present digital age, citizens are seeking prompt and quick action on
every complaint or petition submitted by them to the municipal authorities, he added.

 

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

 

“I am extremely happy to inaugurate Pune Municipal Corporation’s new building which is equipped
with modern facilities.

 

Pune is one of the most progressive cities in Maharashtra and India. It has witnessed rapid growth
over the last decade and is fast becoming a model city for peers, international agencies and
governments. With this kind of economic and urban growth, the expectations from various sections
will be high.

 

Pune is the second largest city in Maharashtra in terms of population. From being known as the
retired people’s paradise to being one of the key growth centers of the country, Pune has come a
long way in the recent past. All this has been achieved while implementing sustainable practices
(Pune is rated as the 1st best city in India in terms of quality of life according to Mercer’s Quality of
Living Rankings in 2017). The GDP of Pune city is 69 billion USD which is fifth highest in the
country.

 

The city also has a huge presence of academic and educational institutions, apart from a strong
industrial base.

 

I am told that the PMC has made provisions to make the new building more citizen-friendly with a
single window feature to accept all applications. It also has a Citizen Facilitation Centre.  I am sure
the vision of the corporation is to make Pune of the most liveable cities with clean, green, beautiful
and liveable neighbourhoods.

 

With people from rural areas increasingly migrating to urban areas in the country, it is estimated
that half the Indian population will be living in the urban areas. While it is wonderful to have a new
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swanky building, there should also be a new work culture to meet the rising expectations of the
people.

 

As one of the cities selected under the Smart Cities Mission, Pune city today has the chance to
become a trail blazer in urban governance by adopting a futuristic and people-centric approach.
The Smart Cities Mission seeks to develop cities into sustainable, resilient, inclusive and citizen-
friendly urban centres and turn them into hubs of economic activities. It is vital to ensure that there
are no cost or time overruns while executing various projects under the Smart Cities Mission.

 

Local bodies should always place citizens at the centre of civic governance. The greater the
participation of the people in formulating and planning various projects and services, the better will
be the execution and delivery of the services. I am happy to note that Pune Municipal Corporation
has issued municipal bonds for augmenting resources to take up various projects.

 

Friends, burgeoning population in urban areas had led to haphazard and unplanned growth in
many cities. As a result, cities are finding it difficult to cope with the increasing demand for civic
amenities and services. Inadequate finances have also handicapped the functioning of   municipal
bodies and there is a need to augment their resources to improve civic infrastructure.  

 

To improve the governance in urban local bodies, a bottom up approach has to be implemented
with zero tolerance towards corruption. Tax-paying public will rightfully demand accountable,
effective and transparent governance and both officials and non-officials must work towards
achieving this endeavor.

 

While reducing the interface between officials and citizens, it should be ensured that the local
bodies are provided with the three Fs—funds, functions and functionaries— for effective
governance.

 

It should be noted that in the present digital age, citizens are seeking prompt and quick action on
every complaint or petition submitted by them to the municipal authorities. Simply put, people want
better and quality services. 

 

The Pune Municipal Corporation, which was established in  1950, is catering to the needs of 34
lakh people.

 

I am told the other features of the new building include a post office, public transport bus pass
center. In addition, the building will have a dome-shaped general body meeting hall having
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capacity of 224 Persons, standing committee hall, offices of mayor, deputy mayor, party leaders
and municipal secretary. I am happy that the construction of the new building is according to the
norms of the Indian Green Building Council with eco-friendly measures.

 

I am also happy to know that Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC) has conceptualized “Plan 2020-
Pune towards Urban Transformation”. Under this plan, several key projects such as Pollution
Abatement & Rejuvenation of Pune Rivers, Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS), Pune Metro
project, High Capacity Mass Transit Route, Comprehensive Pune Bicycle Plan, Smart City Plan,
Storm Water Drainage Project, Solid Waste Management Project, Sustainable Livelihood
“Lighthouses of Pune” project to empower under privileged youth and 100 per cent Digital Literacy
Project, among others are taken up. I am sure these will impact Pune city’s development in a
positive way and help in providing better delivery of urban services to citizens.

 

Various other projects of PMC like City-wide Cycle Plan, Policy for Pedestrian safety, proposals to
increase share of public and non-motorized transport, provide safe and equitable water supply to
the entire population for the next 30 years and the Riverfront Development Project will go a long
way in making Pune one of the best livable cities.

 

I am told that Pune now features in the list of very few Indian cities by floating Municipal Bonds
worth Rs.200 crore. It further plans to raise additional Rs. 2,000 crore through municipal bonds  to
fund Rs. 3,000 crore to 24x7 Water Supply Project.

 

I am happy that various projects under the Smart City Mission are progressing rapidly. With its
forward looking attitude, PMC’s aspiration to become one of the most digitized Municipal
Corporations through its citizen-centric initiatives is laudable. I am happy that PMC is also
collaborating with many international bodies to bring the best know-how.

 

Lastly, I would like to emphasize that it is important for the civic body and its official and non-
official representatives to constantly engage with the citizens for improving governance and
proving better services.

 

JAI HIND!”

***

AKT/BK/RK
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On separation of migrant families, better sense prevails

President Donald Trump has rolled back his policy of separating babies and children from their
parents as part of a crackdown on illegal migrants following widespread outrage and
condemnation, but there is no word yet on how thousands of children being held in detention
centres will be reunited with their families. Trump had vigorously defended his “zero tolerance”
policy on illegal migrants, saying it was his response to obsolete laws, and needed to secure the
southern borders of the US from an “immigration crisis” that is enabling criminals, such as
members of the MS-13 international gang, to enter his country. But over the past few days, people
across the world reacted with shock and revulsion to reports and images of children as young as
eight months being separated from parents and held in structures that can best be described as
cages at detention facilities run by the US Border Patrol. There were reports of children being held
20 to a cage with aluminium foil sheets as blankets. According to the independent news website,
ProPublica, which made public a heartrending audio recording of crying children between four and
10 years old at a detention facility, more than 2,300 children have been separated from their
parents since the Trump administration launched its zero tolerance policy in April. Leading lights of
the Trump administration even turned to the Bible to justify their actions.

However, a former head of the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement has said he believes
hundreds of these separated children will never be reunited with their parents. Experts have said
such separation from parents can cause permanent emotional damage. The treatment of the
children, made public largely through the efforts of Democratic lawmakers and rights activists,
even angered staunch Republican supporters of the Trump administration. Former first lady, Laura
Bush, described the separations as cruel, and compared the detention facilities to camps in which
Japanese Americans were interned during World War II. Clearly, the backlash made an impact on
the Trump administration, but officials have shown little remorse.

As the elected leader of the US, Trump has every right to demand the building of a wall on his side
of the border with Mexico and to take steps he believes will secure the citizens of his country. But
to continue pretending thatsnatching children from the arms of their parents is the right thing to do
will not wash. Such innocents cannot, and must not, become victims of a policy that is solely of the
US President’s doing.
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India spends less on health than Bhutan, Nepal and Maldives

India’s public health expenditure — 1% of its gross domestic product (GDP) — might have seen a
marginal rise from 0.98% in 2014, but it is still far behind even low-income countries that spend
1.4% on an average, reveals the National Health Profile 2018. India spends even less than some
of its neighbours, countries such as Bhutan (2.5%), Sri Lanka (1.6%) and Nepal (1.1%), according
to the annual report released on Tuesday by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence. In the
World Health Organisation’s South-East Asian Region, which includes 10 countries, India finishes
second from the bottom, above only Bangladesh (0.4%) in health expenditure. Maldives spends
9.4% of its GDP to claim the top spot in the list, followed by Thailand (2.9%). Looking forward,
India’s National Health Policy 2017 proposes raising the public health expenditure to 2.5% of the
GDP by 2025. In the absence of a palpable hike in spending on healthcare, achieving the national
health targets is impossible. These include cutting the infant mortality rate from 41 deaths per
1,000 live births in 2015-16 to 28 by 2019 and reducing the maternal mortality ratio from 167
deaths per 100,000 births in 2013-14 to 100 by 2018-2020, and eliminating tuberculosis by 2025.

More than 62% of health expenditure is out of pocket expense for Indians . This is the tenth
highest in the world, placing us in the company of nations gripped by conflict like Afghanistan.
Those at the bottom of the economic pyramid suffer the most owing to this. According to one
estimate, catastrophic health expenses might push 63 million Indian families below the poverty line
every year.

Even the meagre state funding is not utilised efficiently. The Centre and states are both to blame
for this. According to the Constitution, health is a state subject. The Centre is responsible for
policymaking and fund allocation, while states have a greater say in implementing health services,
and topping up the Central allocation. The greater challenge is the creation of a physical
healthcare infrastructure on the ground and running it in a manner that it reaches the most
economically disadvantaged. One fourth of the country’s primary health centres do not have
access to round-the-clock power supply, and nearly 20% don’t have water supply. This alone
should be enough to justify the State spending more on health.
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World’s hungry population on the rise again, says UN report

The number of hungry people in the world has risen for the first time in more than a decade,
according to a United Nations report released on Wednesday.

There are now approximately 38 million more undernourished people in the world, rising from 777
million in 2015 to 815 million in 2016, the year for which the latest statistics are available.

According to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 2018 report, conflict is now one of the main
drivers of food insecurity in 18 countries. “After a prolonged decline, world hunger appears to be
on the rise again. Conflict, drought and disasters linked to climate change are among the key
factors causing this reversal in progress,” said the report. Violent conflicts also led to the forced
displacement of a record high 68.5 million in 2017.

Economic losses

Noting the increasing impact of extreme events related to a changing climate, the report said
economic losses attributed to disasters were estimated at over $300 billion in 2017. This is among
the highest losses in recent years, owing to three major hurricanes affecting the United States of
America and several countries across the Caribbean.

While there is little country-specific data in the report, it does examine the performance of various
regions in meeting the 17 SDGs, which were adopted by UN member nations in 2015. The
deadline to meet them is 2030.

South Asia, which includes India, has seen child marriage rates plunge, with a girl’s risk of getting
married in childhood dropping by 40% from 2000 to 2017. On the other hand, water stress levels
for many countries in the region are above 70%, indicating fast-approaching water scarcity. More
than nine out of 10 people living in urban areas around the world are breathing polluted air, with
southern Asia scoring the worst in this area. While electricity and sanitation deficits in south Asia
are still poor, the report noted efforts are being made to close the gap.

Sense of urgency

“With just 12 years left to the 2030 deadline, we must inject a sense of urgency,” said UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres in the foreword to the report. “Achieving the 2030 Agenda
requires immediate and accelerated actions actions by countries along with collaborative
partnerships among governments and stakeholders at all levels. This ambitious agenda
necessitates profound change that goes beyond business as usual.”
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India, U.S. 2+2 Dialogue on July 6

Nirmala Sitharaman with the U.S. Secretary of Defense James Mattis in New Delhi in 2017.R.V.
Moorthy  

The inaugural U.S.-India 2+2 Dialogue will take place on July 6, both countries announced on
Thursday.

Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo and Secretary of Defense James Mattis will host External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in Washington, D.C.,
for the dialogue that “will focus on strengthening strategic, security, and defense cooperation as
the United States and India jointly confront global challenges,” the U.S. State Department said in a
statement.

The new dialogue format was agreed to between the two sides during the visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Washington D.C. in June, 2017. “The two sides are expected to share
perspectives on strengthening their strategic and security ties and exchange views on a range of
bilateral, regional and global issues of mutual interest,” the Ministry of External Affairs said in a
statement.

The meeting takes place amid considerable divergence between the two countries on several
strategic and trade issues. The Donald Trump administration has been reassuring Indian
interlocutors that it will shield India from anti-Russia third party sanctions required by a U.S. law.
How this will be achieved remains unclear, and this issue will be top of the agenda in the dialogue.

Tina Kaidanow, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Military Affairs, who
visited India recently, asked New Delhi to desist from conduct that might invite sanctions. The U.S
is pressing India to scale down its defence cooperation with Russia. There are visible
contradictions within the Trump administration on its Asia strategy also, as trade nationalists in it
have little patience for long-term strategic goals.

Negotiations on India’s proposed purchase of Guardian Avenger armed drones from the U.S. is
dependent on the progress of talks on the Communications, Compatibility, Security Agreement
(COMCASA) between the two countries. Both countries are exchanging notes on an India-specific
agreement, according to sources familiar with the developments. India has found the text of the
standard agreement that the U.S. signs with many countries too intrusive.
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Should Delhi be given statehood?

 

This is no longer about a political party. It is about the democratic rights of citizens

The Aam Aadmi Party was born out of the historic 2011 anti-corruption movement that culminated
with the party winning an unprecedented mandate of 67 out of 70 seats in the 2015 Delhi
Assembly elections.

As soon as the AAP government in Delhi set about fulfilling its mandate, the BJP-ruled Central
government started stripping it of its powers. Delhi’s Anti Corruption Branch (ACB) had always
functioned under the Delhi government, even during the rule of the previous 15-year Congress
government in Delhi. Our strong push to curb corruption led to the arrest of many government
officials. The Centre responded by passing orders, forcefully taking away control of Delhi’s ACB by
sending paramilitary forces.

It is not just the ACB. Even the Department of Services, which decides the appointments and
transfers of all officers of the Delhi government, including Indian Administrative Service (IAS)
officers, had also always functioned under the Delhi government. But an order issued by the Union
Home Ministry in May 2015 ruled that the Lieutenant Governor would have complete control over
this department. No other elected government anywhere in India, or even in Delhi for that matter,
has seen such curtailment of its powers. Through this and many such incidents, it is clear that the
Delhi government is not being allowed to operate by the will of the people, but is at the Centre’s
mercy.

So much so that a bureaucrat in Delhi thinks it is okay to tell his Education Minister that he cannot
reveal the number of positions vacant in schools for teachers because that comes under the
Department of Services, which is under the Centre’s purview. For the last four months, IAS officers
have not attended any meeting called by Ministers, or responded to phone calls or texts. It is in
this context that the strike by IAS officers, orchestrated by the Centre, must be seen.

Whether to create schools, colleges or hospitals, many of our policy proposals are routinely
returned. This is because we are not allowed to propose the number and type of staff to man the
institutions we wish to create to serve the people of Delhi. Despite these obstructions, the AAP,
through political will, has ensured a complete transformation in several sectors, particularly in
education, health, water and electricity. Many of these steps have been lauded and are being
emulated across the country.

In 1991, when the 69th Amendment to the Constitution created the Legislative Assembly of Delhi,
the city’s population was much smaller. Today, there are nearly two crore people in Delhi.
Nowhere in any democracy are two crore people represented by a government with powers as
restricted as ours. This is no longer an adequate system, because Delhi has outgrown it.

Nobody can disagree that the goal of the drafters of our Constitution was to create a democratic
republic that confers equal rights to all citizens. This extends to the equal right of people for
representation and self-governance. Even when the Union Territories were first created, the idea
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was to provide a flexible yet transitional status to several territories that joined the Indian Union
under different circumstances. With time, Goa, Manipur, Himachal Pradesh and Tripura have been
granted statehood. The first stage of Delhi’s evolution took place in 1991, when the Assembly was
created. The time has come to enter the second and final stage to create the full State of Delhi.

This is no longer about a political party or a leader. It is about the democratic rights and
aspirations of nearly two crore citizens. The sooner the Prime Minister understands this, the better
it would be for Delhi and the project to make India a better, greater democracy.

Manish Sisodia is Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi

 

 

The current system works. If given full statehood, there will be too many conflicts

Delhi is where people from all over India come, where officials and people from the civil and
uniformed forces from all national units work. It is the headquarters of intelligence and the security
apparatus. It has a huge diplomatic core. It is where all State governments have a direct stake,
whether in land, offices or officers.

This is not a city for the people who live in it alone, it’s a city that houses the national government.
Therefore, it has wisely been kept as a Union Territory with extraordinary powers to a subordinate
State government. I say extraordinary, since in ordinary circumstances, these powers should
remain with the Central government through its local political and administrative wings. This status
has served the people of Delhi well – with the benefit of funds and a benevolent national
government.

In Delhi, except for law and order and land, both of which due to the presence and needs of the
Central government is within its purview, all other subjects are with the State government.
However, through the Lieutenant Governor, the Government of India oversees matters regarding
Central civil services, some crucial matters of finance, etc. While some of these controls maybe
unnecessary, they very rarely come in the way of the State government doing what it thinks it
should do.

From 1993 to 2013, this arrangement in Delhi worked, except when individuals wanted to play
either politics or monopoly (the game). A quick review of the Lieutenant Governors in relevant
periods — Vijai Kapoor was the best Delhi has had, Banwari Lal Joshi did his best to trouble the
State government, and Tejendra Khanna was a blot on the role. Not just that, some of the Home
Secretaries — R.K. Singh, for instance — acted as if Delhi was their fiefdom.

Yet some extraordinary work got done. It’s true that some fantastic new schemes and projects
could not get sanction due to the last two Lieutenant Governors but it’s also true that much of the
work gets done precisely because Delhi has the Central government playing a role. This system
has worked well, but the problem with the current political leadership is that they are nervous and
uncomfortable with the Central government’s system of checks and balances. Taking a close look
at the points of friction, you find that they are mostly in areas involving either funds or contracts. In
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each case, the objections or reviews sought from the Lieutenant Governor are reasonable and
exercise caution over proposals that on careful reading point to fishy deals.

Then, of course, is the episode of the “striking” bureaucracy. For the last three years, AAP
Ministers and cadres have been abusing, misbehaving and threatening officials, and in collusion
with some local and junior IAS officers are running Delhi government as though it’s their personal
fiefdom. If there was truly such a commitment to democracy, how come the AAP is not enlarging
and strengthening the Municipal Corporation? After all, local self-government is the democracy
dream of these anti-corruption and democracy peddlers.

The current system works. If you ever have a full statehood, this city, given two governments, will
enter into so many conflicts that you will then perhaps ask for just one more thing — full
nationhood.

Sandeep Dikshit is from the Congress party

 

We have to continue to experiment, stumble from one set-up to another

The dramatic developments in Delhi, leading to the unprecedented ‘dharna’ by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and half his Cabinet inside the Lieutenant Governor’s office, attracted nationwide
attention. This posture suits Mr. Kejriwal: by emphasising his lack of power, he can advance his
case for statehood, for which the Assembly has recently passed a resolution, and explain his
failure to deliver on promises.

Whatever it may be, he succeeds in bringing an old issue to the fore: Should Delhi be given
statehood? This issue was raised by the first time by Pattabhi Sitaramayya in 1947 in the
Constituent Assembly. Though B.R. Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru and others did not oblige, he did
manage to get a Chief Minister with limited powers in a Part C State. This position was lost when
the first Chief Minister, Brahm Prakash, clashed with the then Home Minister, Govind Ballabh
Pant.

Delhi could again have a Chief Minister only in the early ’90s with the introduction of Articles
239AA and 239BB in the Constitution and with the passage of the Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi Act, 1991. It is against the present system that Mr. Kejriwal is agitating.

If Delhi has not been given the status of a full State despite persistent demands, there must be
some major issues. The most intractable issue is the problem of having two governments in the
same city-State. In the constitutional scheme, law and order, security and land are State subjects.
No Central government can afford to leave these critical issues to someone else in a city from
which it is also functioning.

The issue is not just egocentric. It involves the safety of the many entities organically linked to it,
especially the embassies which are protected by treaties and conventions and are given immunity
in various respects. There is also the issue of security of the visiting heads of states and other
dignitaries. This is a major responsibility of the Centre and cannot be given to another entity.
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Of course, security involves the Central government and its personnel but also various
subordinate organisations like the Central police forces, offices of agencies like the Union Public
Service Commission, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India and the Central Vigilance
Commission. Not any less important is security to the Supreme Court and its judges. The two
Houses of Parliament and MPs also look to the Central government.

Can these objections be met by carving out the New Delhi Municipal Council area and letting it
remain a Union Territory? The problems then would be substantially resolved, but two issues will
remain: the Red Fort, where the Prime Minister takes the Independence Day salute, and Palam,
where most of the foreign dignitaries land. While Palam can arguably remain outside the Union
Territory, Red Fort has to be included. If that happens, the major markets of Chandni Chowk and
Daryaganj will be left out of the State. The bulk of the revenue collections are from these two and
Connaught Place, which is in the NDMC area anyway. Without them the State will be left almost
totally bereft of finances.

There are other problems too, mainly administrative, which will be difficult to resolve. The most
important one is of policing and law and order: where do you stop processions going to Parliament
or to the Prime Minister’s house? It will have to be done outside the Union Territory and that will
create numerous problems of coordination. So will other problems of division of water, power, and
of drainage and roads. No, Delhi will have to remain as it is. As for statehood, we have to continue
to experiment, stumble from one set-up to another.

Omesh Saigal is former Chief Secretary, Delhi, and Secretary to the Government of India

Why India is upset over the UN body’s report

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-23

Wages of vigilantism: on lynching incidents

The recurring incidents of lynching and targeted mob violence against vulnerable groups reported
from various parts of the country are a direct challenge thrown by right-wing groups to political
processes, especially electoral processes and the rule of law. According to India Spend, a data-
journalism website, 86% of those killed in lynching incidents in 2017 were Muslims. In
September 2017 the Supreme Court, responding to a Public Interest Litigation, directed all State
governments to take measures to prevent vigilantism in the name of cow protection. However,
public lynching or vigilante violence hasn’t subsided; in fact, it has spread from Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand and Haryana to Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal. An
overwhelming majority of these attacks are bovine related, although there are other reasons for
anti-minority attacks, too. Hate violence has also happened around festivals such as Ram Navami
(Bihar and West Bengal), provocations over azaan and namaz (Gurugram in Haryana) and
violence against those looking overtly Muslim (U.P. and Haryana trains). The victims in cases of
lynching are almost entirely from poor families.

South Asia has a long history of communal violence, but these were primarily big episodes of
mass violence. This has now given way to a smaller-scale of conflict and vigilante violence against
individuals endorsed by state inaction. One possible reason for this shift could be an attempt to
avoid public scrutiny that accompanies mass violence, whilst at the same time ensuring that
minorities are continually kept under siege through targeted attacks. India has a poor record when
it comes to prevention and punishment of the perpetrators of mass violence and/or lynchings.
Each event of violence has hardened community boundaries and widened the divide between
Hindus and Muslims.

Wave of lynchings

Citizens Against Hate (CAH), a civil society group investigating and seeking to provide legal help
to victims of hate crimes, has documented 50 lynching deaths (Muslims), including three lynched
in the last one week — two in Godda, Jharkhand (June 14) and one in Hapur, U.P. (June 18) over
rumours of cow slaughter/smuggling. According to the CAH report, ‘Lynching Without End’,
published in September 2017, 97% of cow-related lynchings had occurred since the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) rise to political dominance in 2014.

Most of these attacks were based on rumours sparked by accusations that the victims, almost
always Muslims, slaughtered or smuggled cows. The content of these rumours and fears often
circulating on social media take the shape of communal stereotypes of victims either eating beef
or intending to do so, or showing any form of perceived disrespect for cows, which is broadly
claimed as a motivation for lynching. Most actors leading the charge are suspected to belong to, or
have connections with, groups such as the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), Bajrang Dal, Gau
Raksha Dal and Hindu Yuva Vahini. Professing allegiance to Hindu right-wing parties, they feel
emboldened by a political regime that has prioritised a crackdown on cow slaughter. The back-end
support comes from BJP MPs providing political protection to these organisations and their
activities.

What explains the phenomenon and spread of lynchings across several States? Apart from the
political reasons alluded to above, the rising trend is directly related to the intensification of
communal polarisation and instrumentalisation of prejudice for political ends apparent in various
government attempts to infuse religion into politics and education. In the event, these acts seem to
have acquired a certain degree of legitimacy in the public mind. Also, it’s important to
acknowledge the widespread role of violence in Indian politics which is not considered an
illegitimate form of politics. Popular anger, outrage and violence are integral features of everyday
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politics in contemporary India. The feeling that mobs are exacting Bollywood style justice beyond
the procedures of law, with crowds of locals triumphantly watching the gruesome spectacle
captured by videos that subsequently go viral, has its own vicarious fascination.

As hate crimes grow, so does the sense of impunity enjoyed by the actual perpetrators of the
crime and those who prompt it. Lack of justice for victims further reinforces the vicious cycle of
impunity. There is also little condemnation of lynchings by those in positions of authority except in
very generalised terms. The strategic silence of the BJP-Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
leadership works like unspoken approval to carry out the attacks. The tacit endorsement of mob
violence may be the most disturbing effect of decades of communal politics in India. The lack of
public reaction to recent incidents implies a degree of acceptability of violence as an expression of
vengeance against ‘injustices’ suffered by Hindus in the past. The theory of ‘Hindu insecurity’ and
‘Hindu persecution’ comes at a time when political representation of Muslims in legislatures and
administration and their presence in the public sphere is at its lowest since Independence.

It’s time to enact an anti-lynching law

The police often stand by, careful not to interfere with the actions of the majority community. Both
mobs and police have regularly treated victims of cow vigilantism, rather than those indulging in
violence, as suspects in ways that de-victimise these individuals. Rather than taking swift action
against perpetrators, law enforcement agencies act mostly against the victims themselves,
booking them for violating cow protection laws which act as a legitimate cover for taking action
against people they suspect of trafficking in cattle intended for slaughter. In these attacks, whether
the victim actually possessed beef, or whether cows were actually being transported for slaughter,
or even that cows were not involved, is not relevant.

Most of these are not spontaneous acts of violence; there is usually systematic planning behind
them. Common to all the episodes of violence is coordination across groups and States and
districts, and no other political force masters this better than the Sangh Parivar with its numerous
affiliates. Active support of powerful political figures in the current establishment at the Centre and
in the States has helped to build networks, gain new recruits, resources and legitimacy that Hindu
right-wing groups did not have in the past. The newly acquired organisational capacity, including
manpower, money and feet on the ground, has proved crucial for translating dark ideas into
concrete action across districts and converting rumour and prejudice into attacks across State
borders. Apart from providing employment opportunities to youth belonging to right-wing groups,
another big incentive is participation in electoral politics as these foot soldiers double up as
campaigners and booth committee members of the BJP during elections.

Lynchings are encouraged by the atmosphere of hate and suspicion created through sustained
propaganda. Always ready to refurbish the deep historical archive of anti-Muslim prejudice by
focusing on the past to demonise all Muslims, the BJP has weaponised Hindu anger and paranoia
into a legitimate expression of a majoritarian nation. Localised violence happening with regularity
also serves a political purpose. By allowing lynchings to continue unchecked, the Hindu right
boosts its image as the lone protector of Hindu religion and culture in India and this can help
expand its social base. Cow vigilantism, which is a pretext to exacerbate social conflicts between
religious communities, serves the political purposes of ideologies and political formations that
thrive on hate and polarisation. Preventing further atrocities requires respect for the rule of law and
legal institutions and strong prosecutions and expeditious punishments. Unless checked, it can
cause irreversible harm to the social fabric of our society and to the tenets of democracy that have
shaped and sustained the idea of India.

Zoya Hasan is Professor Emerita, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University
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U.S. stepping up the earth’s protection from asteroids

A simulation of an asteroid approaching the earth.   | Photo Credit: AP/NASA/JPL-Caltech

The U.S. government is stepping up efforts to protect the planet from incoming asteroids that
could wipe out entire regions or even continents.

The National Science and Technology Council recently released a report calling for improved
asteroid detection, tracking and deflection. NASA is participating, along with federal emergency,
military, White House and other officials.

NASA’s planetary defence officer, Lindley Johnson, said scientists have found 95% of all these
near-Earth objects measuring one kilometre or bigger. But the hunt is still on for the remaining 5%
and smaller rocks that could still inflict big damage.

Altogether, NASA has catalogued 18,310 objects of all sizes.

There’s no quick solution if a space rock is suddenly days, weeks or even months from striking,
according to Mr. Johnson.

Emergency planning

But such short notice would give the world time, at least, to evacuate the area it might hit, he said.

Ground telescopes are good at picking up asteroids zooming into the inner solar system and
approaching from the night side of the earth, Mr. Johnson said. What’s difficult to detect are rocks
that have already zipped past the sun and are heading out of the solar system, approaching from
the day side.

That’s apparently what happened in 2013 when an asteroid about 66 feet in size suddenly
appeared and exploded over Chelyabinsk, Russia, damaging thousands of buildings and causing
widespread injuries.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!

Please enter a valid email address.

The quadrivalent vaccine will have two A virus strains — H1N1 and H3N2 — and two B virus
strains — Victoria and Yamagata
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Seychelles stalls project for Indian naval base

Plans upset:The announcement came on Friday when Seychelles President Danny Faure arrived
in India.PTIPTI  

The Parliament of the Seychelles will not ratify India’s plans to build a naval base in the western
Indian Ocean region. Officials of the Seychelles government announced this on Friday when the
country’s President, Danny Faure, arrived in India on a six-day state visit.

News reports suggest that the Opposition members in the Seychelles Parliament argued against
allowing India to build a naval base on the strategically located island of Assumption saying it
would infringe on the country’s sovereignty. The government said the proposal to seek ratification
of the project would not be presented to Parliament as the Opposition had already said that it
would not clear it, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Barry Faure told Reuters over telephone.

“The state visit of President Faure is part of regular high-level exchanges between India and the
Seychelles, and will accord an opportunity to review our wide-ranging bilateral cooperation,
including in the fields of defence and security and development partnerships,” said the External
Affairs Ministry.

Mr. Faure will be accorded a ceremonial welcome at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Monday. The
dignitary and his senior Cabinet colleagues are also scheduled to visit Gujarat, Goa and
Uttarakhand.

Coast guard facility

Seychelles has indicated that instead of allowing India to run the base, it would like to develop a
coast guard facility at the Assumption. The Indian project was to include facility for Indian ships
and an airstrip that would allow New Delhi to guard the energy lanes vital to India’s economy.

The Parliament’s decision follows several protests by civil society activists in the archipelago
nation who have urged the government to remain non-aligned and avoid tilting towards either India
or China. Leader of the Opposition Wavell John Charles Ramkalawan had earlier stated that he
would block the government’s move to seek clearance from Parliament.

India had earlier tried to reach out to Mr. Ramkalawan, who was extended special courtesies
during the PIO-Parliamentary Conference, a global meet of leaders from the Indian-origin people.
However, he declared on March 27 that the project would not take off.

The agreement for the base was signed on January 27 when the former Foreign Secretary of India
S. Jaishankar travelled to the country.
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PM to inaugurate the Third AIIB Annual Meeting 2018
Ministry of Finance

PM to inaugurate the Third AIIB Annual Meeting 2018

Posted On: 22 JUN 2018 3:56PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of India and the
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) will jointly host the third Annual Meeting of
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) on June 25-26, 2018 at Hotel
Trident/Oberoi and NCPA, Mumbai, India. 

The theme for this year’s meeting is *“Mobilizing Finance for Infrastructure: Innovation
and Collaboration”* that will see leaders from varied organizations and levels of
government to share ideas and experiences for creating a sustainable future through
sound infrastructure investment. 

This year will also see the launch of the inaugural Asian Infrastructure Forum, which will
gather infrastructure practitioners in a practical and project-driven discourse, focused
on matching innovative finance to critical infrastructure needs.

The two-day meeting will witness the presence of top policy makers, Ministers from
AIIB members, participants from partner institutions, the private sector and civil society
organizations. Moreover, leading experts from a range of fields will be present to lead
discussions and share insights on addressing Asia’s infrastructure gap in an
environmentally and socially friendly way.

Apart from several high-ranking government officials gracing the occasion, Hon’ble
Prime Minister of India, Shri. Narendra Modi will inaugurate the third Annual Meeting of
AIIB on June 26, 2018. Furthermore, Mr. Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble Finance Minister, and
Mr. Subhash Chandra Garg, Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of
Finance will also be present during the course of the meeting, to discuss the
environmental landscape of investing in infrastructure plans in India and also share an
overview about the third Annual Meeting.

Industries Department, Government of Maharastra is the nodal Department,
Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC), Government of Maharashtra
is the nodal agency, Confedartion of Indian Industry (CII) is the Professional
Conference Organiser (PCO), Research and Information Systems for Developing
Countries (RIS) is the knowledge partner, for the third Annual Meeting of AIIB.

In the run up to the Annual Meeting 2018, the Government of India has organised a
number of lead up events in different cities in India from February to June 2018, aimed
to stimulate debates on several important themes of infrastructure.

During the Annual Meeting, there will be several seminars that focus on topics including
mobilizing finance for infrastructure, gender and infrastructure and connectivity within
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and beyond Asia.  There will also be Host Country Seminars on topics including the
sources and instruments of financing and new technology choices and alternatives, and
a panel discussion with Chief Ministers on the vision of infrastructure development in
India.

The Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of India, in
partnership with the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI), is
also organising an exhibition “India Infrastructure Expo 2018. The objective of the
exhibition is to offer companies from the public and private sector to showcase their
latest solutions, technologies and offerings in the realm of infrastructure project
development and delivery. 

 

*For more details on the exhibition, log on to http://aiib-am2018.gov.in/exhibition.php*

 

*To know more about Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank third Annual Meeting log on
to:*

http://aiib-am2018.gov.in/

https://www.aiib.org/

Hashtag: #AIIB2018

 

*Twitter:* @AIIB_Official @FinMinIndia  @PIBMumbai & @PIB_India  

 

In the past, AIIB annual meetings were held at Beijing, China in 2016 and Jeju,
Republic of Korea in 2017.

 

*About AIIB*

The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank with
a mission to improve social and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond.
Headquartered in Beijing, we commenced operations in January 2016 and have now
grown to 86 approved members from around the world. By investing in sustainable
infrastructure and other productive sectors today, we will better connect people,
services and markets that over time will impact the lives of billions and build a better
future. 
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‘Nepal can be bridge between India, China’

K.P. Oli  

Nepal can serve as a bridge between India and China, Prime Minister K.P. Oli has said, insisting
that his country will maintain close ties with the two neighbours while pursuing an independent
foreign policy.

Mr. Oli, who is here on a five-day visit, held talks with President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang,
following which a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed to build a railway link
connecting Tibet with Kathmandu, along with 14 cooperative documents.

In an interview to China’s state-run Global Times , Mr. Oli said since the formation of his
government, Nepal has intensified engagements with both neighbours.

“We have made it clear that we pursue an independent foreign policy and a balanced outlook in
the conduct of international relations,” he said.

‘Top priority for both’

“In foreign policy conduct, our two neighbours naturally receive top priority and with both of them,
our relations are broad, comprehensive and multi-faceted,” Mr. Oli said.

Asked whether Nepal will be the “land of the competition” or “bridge of cooperation” between
China and India, Mr. Oli said Nepal has remained a sovereign and independent nation throughout
history.

“We are firmly committed to not allowing our territory to be used against the sovereign interests of
our neighbours. We have the resolve to maintain this and we naturally expect similar assurances
from our neighbours,” he said.

Mr. Oli said Nepal’s developmental needs were immense and needed meaningful and mutually
beneficial economic partnership with both its neighbours.

“Fortunately for us, both our neighbours are rising in global stature and making tremendous
progress in every area of development. They are in a position to support Nepal in its
developmental journey,” he said.

“We believe that Nepal can serve as a bridge between our two neighbours. In fact, we want to
move from the state of a land-locked to a land-linked country through the development of
adequate cross-border connectivity. Our friendship with both neighbours places us in an
advantageous position to realise this goal,” he said.

On the Tibet-Kathmandu railway link, he said, “Cross-border connectivity is our top priority. Both
sides have discussed developing a multidimensional trans-Himalayan connectivity network.”

On China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), he said, “We believe that the BRI should be beneficial to
all the participating countries. Nepal wants to benefit from the initiative and at the same time,
works for the benefit of the international community”.
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Overcoming the divide

On the eve of Independence, the founding principles of health care for India were established
through the Bhore Committee. Here, health care was envisaged as comprehensive, universal and
free at the point of delivery, based on a government-led service, and to be paid from tax-funded
revenues. These policies, which were adopted from the National Health Service (NHS), a major
social reform in the U.K. following the Second World War, have stood the test of time and remain a
source of pride for the U.K. But for India, it is an embarrassment that this health model has
declined because of chaotic, mismanaged, unregulated and discriminatory policies and the
priorities of successive governments.

This has created a second system (supposedly more efficient) in the form of the urban private
sector, which is responsible for most health care in India. The private sector over-medicalises:
over-promises, over-investigates, over-treats and overcharges to meet management targets,
creating needless fear and paranoia. There has been a paradigm shift from a ‘service’ to a fee-for-
service model of health care. Medicine has changed from ‘doctor-patient-treatment’ to ‘customer-
provider-delivery’. All this disorganisation has led to a trust deficit between patient and doctor.

The decline of a universal, social health system has led to the cost of treatment becoming
astronomical. Health care in India is changing from a conservative, clinical, affordable,
accountable, patient-centric British model to a more investigative, aggressive, expensive,
commercial and insurance-driven American system, without the safety mechanisms of either. India
still faces many communicable diseases (malaria, dengue and tuberculosis) which require a robust
public health system. Along with non-communicable diseases (diabetes, heart disease and
cancer) also on the rise, this is a double burden.

This mismatch is further compounded with only 4% of GDP allocated to health. India has one of
the highest (86%) out-of-pocket (private) expenditures on health care in the world. With little or no
health insurance, this leads to approximately 40 million people falling below the poverty line every
year. Let’s draw an analogy with the organised, Western health system (public and private care),
taking the example of any international university. There are two kinds of fees — one for national
students and usually a slightly higher one for international students, which is akin to treatment
costs in a hospital where there are higher private fees. At the end of the course, all students are
awarded the same degree much like patients who get the same level of care in a public or private
hospital in the West. Private care in the West exists to streamline routine services and possibly
reduce waiting times.

In an ideal world we would want an egalitarian health-care model. However, misuse of private
health care at the patient’s expense leads to a breakdown of the whole model. Compare it to
transport, where there are buses and taxis, representing public and private health care,
respectively. The drivers are akin to doctors. Someone decides to pay a bit more and take a taxi,
creating room for more people on the bus. It sounds reasonable. But if more people take taxis than
buses (it is like private health care overtaking public health care), then all the roads will become
clogged, the bus services will not be looked after, and the whole infrastructure will be
destabilisesd. A doctor too decides to pay more attention to private care as it is more rewarding.
Everyone is under the perception that private care is better .Then people can only hope to either
take a taxi or walk. A balance between the two health systems is required, where there is no
compromise made on the quality of care delivered.

This random and shambolic state of health care in India has made the expectations of the patients
and relatives, unrealistic and unreasonable. This has created hype, fear, paranoia, a false sense
of security and is responsible for breaking the ‘sacred patient- doctor’ relationship. Expensive
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treatments and interventions with marginal benefits should be realistically considered to treat frail,
futile, terminal patients and relatives should be explained the outcomes. It is for the society to
decide the ceiling of treatment. We need to strengthen our public health-care system based on the
pillars of trust, accountability and efficiency. A balance needs to be made between public and
private health care. This balance will only be restored by the mutual respect and belief between a
doctor and patient.

Raghav Bhargava is at the School of Medicine, Cardiff University, U.K.
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At around 2 a.m. on May 17 morning, a grievously sick Mohammed Salih, a 28-year-old architect
from Kerala’s Perambra town, was rushed by his family to
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India is the largest borrower from Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank: Shri Subhash Chandra
Garg, Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs
Ministry of Finance

India is the largest borrower from Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank: Shri Subhash Chandra Garg, Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs

Posted On: 24 JUN 2018 8:59PM by PIB Mumbai

With the total project portfolios of US$4.4 Billion, India has been the largest borrower of Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB) lending since the time the Bank started its operations.

Unlike most other multilateral development banks set up by advanced economies, AIIB is the first major
multilateral development bank where principal contributors are the borrowing members themselves. The third
Annual Meeting of the bank focuses on infrastructure, with the theme of innovation and collaboration, said Shri
Garg.

The Annual Meeting will see participation from 86 members, and member countries will deliberate upon the
strategies to mobilize financing for infrastructure. Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will deliver the
inaugural address on Tuesday.

Expressing deep gratitude to Government of India and the State of Maharashtra for hosting the Annual Meeting,
Sir Danny Alexander, Vice-President & Corporate Secretary, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, lauded
India’s contribution as an active member in structuring and supporting the bank.

Enumerating the priorities and lending norms, Sir Alexander said, ‘Lean, clean and green is the way we work.
We invest in sustainability and are guided by those priorities. Our bank is apolitical and all projects have to pass
our test on sustainability and environment’.

Furthermore, he said that AIIB will consider investing in projects outside Asia as long as they serve to benefit the
Asian regions too. So far, AIIB has only invested in one solar power project in Egypt, Sir Alexander said.

While 75% of the capital is from Asia, several non-Asian regions like Europe, North America, some East African
and Latin American countries have also joined the bank as members.

The third Annual Meeting of AIIB is being organized by Government of India, in collaboration with Government of
Maharashtra at Mumbai during 25-26 June 2018.

To know more about Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank third Annual Meeting log on to:

http://aiib-am2018.gov.in/

https://www.aiib.org/

Hashtag: #AIIB2018

Twitter: @India_AIIBAM3 @AIIB_Official @FinMinIndia @PIBMumbai & @PIB_India

In the past, AIIB annual meetings were held at Beijing, China in 2016 and Jeju, Republic of Korea in 2017.

About AIIB

The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank with a mission to improve
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social and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond. Headquartered in Beijing, we commenced operations in
January 2016 and have now grown to 86 approved members from around the world. By investing in sustainable
infrastructure and other productive sectors today, we will better connect people, services and markets that over
time will impact the lives of billions and build a better future.

***
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EU holds emergency talks over migration

Migrants on the Lifeline ship, which was turned away by Italy and Malta.APHermine Poschmann  

European Union (EU) leaders headed to Brussels for emergency talks on Sunday over migration
as Italy’s new populist Cabinet turned away another rescue ship, vowing no longer to shoulder
Europe’s migrant burden. The talks involving 16 of the bloc’s 28 leaders aim to mend rifts over
burden sharing. The meeting was called last week to clear the air before a scheduled full summit
on on Thursday and Friday.

With four eastern anti-migrant EU countries snubbing the meeting, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and other leaders have downplayed hopes of an EU-wide agreement, saying smaller ad-
hoc deals may be the only way forward.

Rescue vessel

The urgency of finding a solution was highlighted by the plight of the Lifeline , the second rescue
vessel left adrift in the Mediterranean after Italy and neighbouring Malta refused it permission to
dock.

The German charity operating the ship, which is carrying 239 Africans, on Sunday took a swipe at
Italy’s far-right Interior Minister Matteo Salvini over his reference in a Facebook post to its
consignment of “human flesh”. “Dear Matteo Salvini, we have no meat on board, but humans,” it
said in a statement.

In a sign of the growing tensions within the EU, French President Emmanuel Macron suggested
Saturday that countries who refused to pull their weight on accepting asylum seekers should have
their EU benefits cut.

He also riled Italy by saying that the migration emergency, which peaked in 2015, had passed and
was now mainly a political issue. “The immigration emergency continues in Italy, partly because
France keeps pushing back people at the border,” Italian Deputy Prime Minister Luigi Di Maio shot
back on his Facebook page.
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India, Bangladesh navies to join hands

Bangladesh Naval ship Somudra Avijan in Visakhapatnam on a goodwill visit last year.Special
Arrangement  

India and Bangladesh have agreed to institute a Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) as an annual
feature between the two navies. The first edition will be inaugurated by Navy Chief Admiral Sunil
Lanba during his visit there from June 24 to 29.

“The commencement of CORPAT is major step towards enhanced operational interaction between
both navies. Naval cooperation between India and Bangladesh has been traditionally strong,
encompassing a wide span which includes operational interactions through port calls, passage
exercises along with capacity building, capability enhancement and training initiatives,” the Navy
said in a statement.

The Navy said the aim of Adm. Lanba’s visit is to “consolidate bilateral defence relations between
India and Bangladesh and to explore new avenues for naval cooperation.”

During his visit, Adm. Lanba will call on Bangladesh President Md Abdul Hamid and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and also interact with the three service Chiefs of Bangladesh armed
forces.

Widening cooperation

Over the last few years, the Navy has expanded its assistance to countries in the region through
“material support, training, EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone) surveillance, provisioning of platforms,
hydrographic assistance, joint exercises and offering slots in professional training courses.”

The Navy regularly conducts CORPATs with Indonesia, Myanmar and Thailand. It also conducts
EEZ surveillance of Maldives, Mauritius and Seychelles on their request.
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India cuts export quotas for Maldives

India has lowered the limits on the export of certain essential commodities such as potatoes,
onions, and eggs to the Maldives, according to a recent notification, in a move that sparked
reports of possible food shortages there. This move, though ostensibly based on a new method of
calculation, comes against the backdrop of a recent heightening of tensions between the two
countries.

The Maldivian media, however, recently reported that the Managing Director of the State Trading
Organization, Ahmed Shaheer, had assured the people that there would be no shortage of
essential goods due to the Indian decision. According to a bilateral pact that came into effect in
1981, India exports essential commodities by and large in line with the requirement as
communicated by the government of Maldives.

However, last week’s notification by the Directorate General of Foreign Trade reduced these limits.
Government sources said the calculations for 2018-19 were arrived at using a new methodology.

“This is not an arbitrary action that has been taken,” an official in the Central Board of Direct Taxes
and Customs told The Hindu .

“India and Maldives have had a long-standing relationship and this is a continuation of that.
Normally, they send us their requirement and we try to meet all of it. This time, we have not
received the requirement and so we calculated the average of the last three years and have set
that as the limit for this year.”

“It seems to be a rationalisation of the quota based on actual utilisation in the recent past,” an
official in the Ministry of External Affairs said. “Earlier, the government of India used to routinely
grant in complete trust whatever amounts were requested by the Maldives side. This is probably a
political message.”

Relations between India and Maldives have soured somewhat in recent times.

While Commerce Ministry officials were not immediately available for comment, calculations by
The Hindu confirm that the new limits do conform to the three-year average explanation.
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India lauds Mongolia’s ‘3rd neighbour’ policy; committed to strengthen cultural bond: Rajnath

India appreciates the ‘Third Neighbour’ policy of Mongolia, Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh
said

on Sunday. The ‘Third Neighbour’ policy of Mongolia, a land-locked nation between Russia and
China, refers to its building ties with countries other than these two. Mr. Rajnath, here on a three-
day official visit, reiterated New Delhi’s commitment to further strengthen its cultural bond with
Ulaanbaatar.PTI
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For nutrition security: On undernourishment

The UN’s State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World report for 2017 has important pointers
to achieve nutrition policy reform. At the global level, the five agencies that together produced the
assessment found that the gains achieved on food security and better nutrition since the turn of
the century may be at risk. Although absolute numbers of people facing hunger and poor nutrition
have always been high, there was a reduction in the rate of undernourishment since the year
2000. That has slowed from 2013, registering a worrying increase in 2016. The estimate of 815
million people enduring chronic food deprivation in 2016, compared to 775 million in 2014, is
depressing in itself, but more important is the finding that the deprivation is even greater among
people who live in regions affected by conflict and the extreme effects of climate change. In a
confounding finding, though, the report says that child under-nutrition rates continue to drop,
although one in four children is still affected by stunting. These are averages and do not reflect the
disparities among regions, within countries and between States. Yet, the impact of the economic
downturn, many violent conflicts, fall in commodity export revenues, and failure of agriculture
owing to drought and floods are all making food scarce and expensive for many. They represent a
setback to all countries trying to meet the Sustainable Development Goal on ending hunger and
achieving food security and improved nutrition.

World’s hungry population on the rise again, says U.N. report

India’s efforts at improving access to food and good nutrition are led by the National Food Security
Act. There are special nutritional schemes for women and children operated through the States. In
spite of such interventions, 14.5% of the population suffers from undernourishment, going by the
UN’s assessment for 2014-16. At the national level, 53% of women are anaemic, Health Ministry
data show. What is more, the Centre recently said it had received only 3,888 complaints on the
public distribution system (PDS) over a five-year period. All this shows that the Centre and State
governments are woefully short on the commitment to end undernourishment. Institutions such as
the State Food Commissions have not made a big difference either. Distributing nutritious food as
a public health measure is still not a political imperative, while ill-conceived policies are making it
difficult for many to do this. The report on nutritional deficiency should serve as an opportunity to
evaluate the role played by the PDS in bringing about dietary diversity for those relying on
subsidised food. In a report issued two years ago on the role played by rations in shaping
household and nutritional security, the NITI Aayog found that families below the poverty line
consumed more cereals and less milk compared to the affluent. Complementing rice and wheat
with more nutritious food items should be the goal.
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The tools for counting

As the 2011 Census approached, demands for inclusion of data on caste in Census reached a
crescendo. P. Chidambaram, the Union Home Minister at the time, was opposed to collecting
caste data and blocked it by claiming that it was logistically impossible for the Census, but caste
information could be collected via the planned Below Poverty Line (BPL) Census, later renamed
the Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC). Hasty inclusion of the caste question in the
SECC has resulted in largely unusable data. The government tasked former NITI Aayog chairman
Arvind Panagariya to look into this, but the effort has stalled. Consequently, if we want information
regarding the size and characteristics of various castes in India, we must continue to look to the
Census of 1931.

It is hard to imagine that the 2021 Census will not face another slew of demands for collection of
caste data. It also seems likely that once again we will be unprepared for a full caste census. If we
really want to collect data on caste in India and not let the discourse about Indian society be
shaped by the political exigencies of colonial India, the time to plan is now.

Should we collect data on caste? Some would argue that the simple act of asking about caste
creates a chasm within society. Part of this resistance comes from reaction to the preoccupation of
colonial administrators-turned-arm-chair anthropologists who saw caste as the defining feature of
Indian society. Colonial Censuses, beginning with the first Census in 1871, included questions
about caste and used these data to divide and conquer India by first privileging Brahmins as
interpreters of Indian culture and then targeting them as the roots of caste-based oppression and
inequality.

G.S. Ghurye, the early 20th century pioneer of Indian sociology, reacted sharply by identifying this
passion for classification as the source of anti-Brahmin movements. Veena Das, doyenne of
modern Indian anthropology, also notes that the colonial Censuses via the process of recording
caste generated a conception of community as a homogeneous and classifiable community and
thereby influenced the processes of political representation. Consequently, post-Independence
Censuses have shied away from including questions about caste.

The challenge for modern India lies in figuring out whether caste-based political mobilisation and
strong sentiments for or against reservations would disappear just because we choose not to
collect statistics about caste. Patels, Gujjars, Jats and Marathas do not seem to care about the
lack of Census data as they demand reservations. Nor has the caste cauldron of Karnataka
elections calmed because we can only roughly estimate the size of the Lingayat and Vokkaliga
communities.

Our political systems, civil society and courts continue to assume that broad caste-based social
categories — Dalits, Adivasis, Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and upper castes — defined
largely using data from 1931 Census and a few special purpose surveys continue to shape
economic conditions in 21st century India. Without accurate data at a granular level for each of
these categories consisting of thousands of jatis (castes) and upjatis (subcastes), we have no way
of knowing whether this is correct.

Indian society has undergone a tremendous transformation since 1931. Land ownership that
bolstered the power of upper castes has lost its hold. Land fragmentation and decades of
agricultural stagnation have turned many upper caste landowners into marginal farmers barely
eking out a subsistence. While landlessness, once the bane of Dalit existence, has left the
landless better poised to take advantage of rising rural wages, particularly construction wages.
Consequently, while at a broad brushstroke the National Sample Survey (NSS) shows that mean
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consumption expenditure of forward castes is higher than that of Dalits, clusters of poverty persist
among forward castes. According to NSS data, the bottom fourth of forward castes are poorer
than the top half of Dalits. India Human Development Survey shows that 56% of Dalit children
ages 8-11 cannot read but neither can 32% of forward caste and 47% of OBC children.

Economic growth of the past century, combined with strong affirmation action undertaken by
successive governments of the independent nation, may have changed relative fortunes of various
groups. Some jatis may have managed to pull themselves out poverty and marginalisation, while
others may have sunk into it. Hence, it is time to collect data that reflects the current situation.

Collection of caste data is not easy. The SECC asked interviewers to write down the name of the
caste exactly as articulated by the respondent. By some reports, it has revealed as many as 46
lakh castes. Sometimes the same caste is spelt in different ways, at other times some individuals
report their jati and others upjati making it difficult to create mutually exclusive categories. One
cannot help but sympathise with the Ministry of Rural Development and the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Poverty Alleviation which were asked to tack on a question about caste at the eleventh
hour in the SECC without any preparation.

However, we have nearly three years before the Census of 2021 and are fortunate to have data
from the SECC and technologies rooted in machine learning at our disposal. It would be possible
to set up an expert group that uses the SECC data in conjunction with other data sources such as
matrimonial advertisements and State-specific Scheduled Castes/OBC lists to make a
comprehensive list of castes and condense them into meaningful categories via machine learning
tools. These categories could then be validated by domain experts from the Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR) institutions in various States to come up with a district specific
list of castes that would cover more than 90% of individuals in any given district. Interviewers could
use this precoded list to allow respondents to self-classify with a small residual group’s responses
being recorded verbatim and categorised later. This is very similar to the technique through which
occupational and industrial classification systems are created.

Collection of data on castes is inherently risky. Politicians have long realised the advantages and
disadvantages of capitalising on the sense of relative deprivation among various groups. A caste
Census could easily roil the waters in ways that are hard to predict. However, once the SECC was
conducted, the genie was out of the bottle. Demands are already rife for the release of these data.
Conceding that these data are flawed and looking for better ways of collecting data on caste may
be a way of calming the waters before the 2019 election.

It will take courage for a future government to collect data on caste and to use it to rationalise
reservation policies. However, without better and more current data, our discourse on caste and
affirmative action remains dominated by decisions made by the colonial administration.

Sonalde Desai is professor of sociology at University of Maryland, U.S., and Senior Fellow and
Centre Director, NCAER-National Data Innovation Centre. The views expressed are personal
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As part of reforms in Saudi Arabia, women are finally allowed to drive

On Sunday, Saudi Arabia stopped being the last country in the world to bar women from driving –
a welcome move that is part of changes which have brought more openness to the conservative
kingdom. The first 10 driving licences were issued to women who already held foreign licences,
and 2,000 more are expected to be issued this month. The ability to drive is expected to bring
more women into the workforce, give them a larger role in public life, and make them less
dependent on male relatives and guardians to drive them to work. More young Saudi women have
been graduating from universities but their participation rate in the labour force was only 20.9% in
early 2017. The changes now sweeping the kingdom are part of Vision 2030, a package of social
and economic reforms that is being largely driven by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sultan, who
wants to reduce the country’s dependence on its oil reserves and diversify the economy, while
including more Saudis in a workforce that is mostly made up of foreign workers. Under the
reforms, the kingdom has opened cinema halls, limited the powers of the dreaded religious police,
permitted the playing of music in public, and pushed for the employment of women, who make up
half the population.

However, the changes have been a long time coming. Women have finally been allowed to get
behind the wheels almost three decades after they first protested in Riyadh in 1990 for the right to
drive. Some women who had campaigned for years against the ban on driving were among 17
people detained recently by the police and several of them continue to be in detention. There is
also the Saudi system of guardianship that leaves women largely dependent on husbands or male
relatives. While Saudi women no longer need the endorsement of a guardian to apply for a driving
licence or to register a business, they still need permission from male relatives to work and to
marry, and for everyday activities such as travel, pursuing higher education and receiving medical
care. Though the Saudi monarchy has ordered a review of the laws that impose such restrictions
on women, there continues to be some lack of clarity about the guardianship system. Without
these issues being addressed, Saudi Arabia will not be able to attain true gender balance.

The end of the ban on driving by Saudi women must, therefore, be part of a continuing process
that gives women more power to fashion their own destinies and become equal partners in
shaping the future of their country.

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-26

Uniquely placed

The 15th Finance Commission (FC) is in the process of figuring out a fair formula for the
distribution of net tax proceeds between the Union and the States, and among States.

The 14th FC had adopted a formula-based tax devolution approach, apart from grants-in-aid for
local bodies, disaster relief, and post-devolution revenue deficit grants. The share of devolution to
the States was enhanced to 42% from 32%, which gave the States considerable flexibility.
However, it dispensed with sectoral grants for elementary education, the forest sector and
renewable energy sector, among others. No State-specific grants were recommended. The
assumption was that a higher level of devolution would offset other requirements.

The devolution formula, therefore, is central to the approach of resource transfers. The 14th FC
accorded 27.5% weight to the population (of which 17.5% was of the 1971 population), 15% to
area, 7.5% to forest cover and 50% to income distance. Larger States with larger populations have
a greater requirement of resources. Income distance was adopted as a proxy for fiscal capacity,
and forest cover was given weightage for the first time, underscoring ecological benefits.

The Northeast represents a distinct entity for developmental planning and has a special category
status. Low levels of human development indices, a low resource base, and poor connectivity and
infrastructure pose a different challenge which must be taken into account in the devolution
formula.

Central Ministries earmark 10% of their allocations for the Northeast. By the same logic, 10% of
tax proceeds could be earmarked for vertical devolution to the region. A number of centrally
sponsored schemes have been rolled out where the obligation of State share is huge, adding to
revenue expenditure. Sometimes the real burden (as in the case of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan) is far
more than the mandated 10%. Many centrally sponsored schemes are discontinued midway, and
the burden of employee salaries falls on the States. Maintenance of assets, such as rural roads
under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, require huge expenditure, especially in hilly
States. A 20% cost disability was allowed by the 13th FC while allocating grants for road
maintenance.

The 13th FC acknowledged the different position of the Northeast while arriving at the formula for
horizontal devolution. Its twin guiding principles were equity and efficiency. It accorded 47.5%
weight to fiscal capacity distance. Per capita GSDP was taken as a proxy for fiscal capacity, but
States were divided into two groups, general and special category States, given that the average
tax to GSDP ratio was higher for the former. Three-year per capita GSDP was computed
separately in these two groups, weighted means of tax to GSDP ratio obtained, and per capita tax
revenue was assessed for each State. Fiscal distance was thereafter calculated on estimated per
capita revenue with reference to the highest State, which was then multiplied by the 1971
populations to arrive at the share of each State. There was much merit in this approach, which
was in contrast to the 14th FC which used per capita GSDP as an indicator of fiscal capacity
uniformly for all States.

The revision of the base year to 2011-12 by the Central Statistics Office from 2004-05 also created
complications. Arunachal Pradesh, for instance, saw a sudden spike in per capita GSDP. This was
primarily on account of the fact that 73% of the GSDP was calculated on the allocation method as
compared to 34% earlier. This saw a jump in gross value added in mining, construction, electricity,
etc., even with a negligible industrial base.

The Northeast also bears a disproportionate burden of natural disasters every year on account of
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rainfall. The 14th FC disaster relief grants bore no correlation with vulnerability but were ad hoc
extrapolations of previous allocations. The Energy and Resources Institute has computed an index
of vulnerability of all States. The disaster vulnerability index is highest for the Northeast; this needs
to be factored in while allocating grants. The region also has the highest forest cover and
represents the largest carbon sink nationally. Allocating 10% for forest cover would encourage
States to preserve the forests.

The Terms of Reference of the 15th FC also mention performance-based incentives based on
improvements in GST collection, Direct Benefit Transfer rollout, etc. This would definitely infuse a
spirit of competition. However, the performance of the Northeastern States must be benchmarked
with other Northeastern States so that apples are not compared with oranges. The challenge for
the Commission, as one member said, is “to strike a balance between those who need and those
who perform”.

Ashish Kundra is an IAS officer posted with the Government of Mizoram. Views are personal
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A TB vaccine for diabetics?

The century-old tuberculosis vaccine called BCG (Bacillus Calmette–Guérin) might lower blood
sugar in diabetes patients several years after they get the shot, a small but path-breaking study,
published in npj Vaccines, suggests.

In the study, “Long-term reduction in hyperglycemia in advanced type 1 diabetes”, three patients
with type-1 diabetes received two jabs of the BCG vaccine. Three years later, another six patients
received the same treatment. When the trial investigators, led by immunologist Denise L.
Faustman from Massachusetts General Hospital in the U.S. followed these patients for five years
after that, they found a sustained drop in a marker for high-blood sugar called HbA1c. Also, none
of the patients experienced hypoglycaemia, or dangerously low blood sugar, a potentially life-
threatening side-effect in patients taking insulin. Given the patent-free status of BCG, the study
promises a safe and inexpensive treatment for type-1 diabetes, if replicated in larger clinical trials.

Even though the BCG vaccine doesn’t work very well against childhood TB, it protects against
leprosy, sepsis among babies, and leishmaniasis. It is also the first approved immunotherapy
against bladder cancer. In a previous phase 1 trial, Faustman and her colleagues gave the BCG
vaccine to three patients, finding that the patients produced more pancreatic insulin. Also, they
had more of a type of immune cell called Regulatory T cells (Tregs), which protect against
autoimmune diseases. Type-1 diabetes is an autoimmune illness in which insulin-secreting
pancreatic cells are destroyed by the body’s own immune system. But although BCG seemed to
have regenerated the pancreas in the phase 1 trial, the team found little improvement in their
patients’ HbA1C levels.

This is why they continued the trial, hoping the vaccine would impact blood sugar over a longer
period. The npj Vaccine study shows that the vaccine can lower blood sugar over a five- to eight-
year period.

While the researchers don’t know why the vaccine takes so long to impact HbA1c, they have an
idea about how it does so. Using mice, the researchers showed that the vaccine changed how
glucose was metabolised in the body, from a process called oxidative phosphorylation to another
called aerobic glycolysis. Plus, BCG also increased the numbers of Tregs. While Tregs help type-1
patients a little, it is the switch to glycolysis which extracts more sugar from the bloodstream,
which seems to be behind the improvement in HbA1c.
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An unequal platter

 

Development is about expanding the capabilities of the disadvantaged, thereby improving their
overall quality of life. Based on this understanding, Maharashtra, one of India’s richest States, is a
classic case of a lack of development which is seen in its unacceptably high level of malnutrition
among children in the tribal belts. While the State’s per capita income has doubled since 2004 (the
result of sustained high economic growth), its nutritional status has not made commensurate
progress.

A comparison of nutrition indicators for children under five years, using the third and fourth rounds
of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 2015–2016 and 2005-06, shows this: though
stunting has declined from 46.3% to 34.4%, wasting rates have increased from 16.5% to 25.6%.
Further, the underweight rate (36%) has remained static in the last 10 years. This is worse than in
some of the world’s poorest countries — Bangladesh (33%), Afghanistan (25%) or Mozambique
(15%). This level of poor nutrition security disproportionately affects the poorest segment of the
population.

According to NFHS 2015-16, every second tribal child suffers from growth restricting malnutrition
due to chronic hunger. In 2005, child malnutrition claimed as many as 718 lives in Maharashtra’s
Palghar district alone. Even after a decade of double digit economic growth (2004-05 to 2014-15),
Palghar’s malnutrition status has barely improved.

In September 2016, the National Human Rights Commission issued notice to the Maharashtra
government over reports of 600 children dying due to malnutrition in Palghar. The government
responded, promising to properly implement schemes such as Jaccha Baccha and Integrated
Child Development Services to check malnutrition. Our independent survey conducted in
Vikramgad block of the district last year found that 57%, 21% and 53% of children in this block
were stunted, wasted and underweight, respectively; 27% were severely stunted. Our data
challenges what Maharashtra’s Women and Child Development Minister Pankaja Munde said in
the Legislative Council in March — that “malnutrition in Palghar had come down in the past few
months, owing to various interventions made by the government.”

Stunting is caused by an insufficient intake of macro- and micro-nutrients. It is generally accepted
that recovery from growth retardation after two years is only possible if the affected child is put on
a diet that is adequate in nutrient requirements. A critical aspect of nutrient adequacy is diet
diversity, calculated by different groupings of foods consumed with the reference period ranging
from one to 15 days. We calculated a 24-hour dietary diversity score by counting the number of
food groups the child received in the last 24 hours.

The eight food groups include: cereals, roots and tubers; legumes and nuts; dairy products; flesh
foods; eggs; fish; dark green leafy vegetables; and other fruits and vegetables. And 26% and 57%
of the children (83% put together) had a dietary diversity score of two and three, respectively,
implying that they had had food from only two/three of the eight food groups.

In most households it was rice and dal which was cooked most often and eaten thrice a day.
These were even served at teatime to the children if they felt hungry. There was no milk, milk
product or fruit in their daily diets. Even the adults drank black tea as milk was unaffordable. Only
17% of the children achieved a minimum level of diet diversity — they received four or more of the
eight food groups. This low dietary diversity is a proxy indicator for the household’s food security
too as the children ate the same food cooked for adult members.
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Such acute food insecurity in tribal households is due to a loss of their traditional dependence on
forest livelihood and the State’s deepening agrarian crisis. Besides these, systemic issues and a
weakening of public nutrition programmes have aggravated the problem. For example, 20% of
tribal families did not receive rations (public distribution system) in Vikramgad (in Palghar) as they
did not have a card.

Analysis of the State’s Budget shows that the nutrition expenditure as a percentage of the State
Budget has drastically declined from 1.68% in 2012-13 to 0.94% in 2018-19, a pointer to the
government’s falling commitment to nutrition. It is no wonder then that our survey data show that
nutrition schemes are not having the desired impact.

It is time the government looks at the root cause of the issue and finds a sustainable solution for
tackling malnutrition. This is possible only when the state focusses on inclusive development by
creating employment opportunities for the marginalised which would improve their purchasing
power and, in turn, reduce malnutrition.

Soumitra Ghosh teaches at the School of Health Systems Studies, Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. Sarika Varekar is a student at the same university
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Erdoan’s day: On Turkey polls

Recep Tayyip Erdoan’s re-election as President of Turkey comes as no surprise. With this, his
authoritarian grip will be further consolidated; in the new term, he will acquire the sweeping
executive powers given to the presidency through last year’s referendum. With Mr. Erdoan’s
Justice and Development Party (AKP) and its allies also winning the parliamentary election, his
control over the government is untrammelled. The elections were held in a state of emergency,
imposed in July 2016 following a coup attempt. One presidential candidate, Selahattin Demirta of
the pro-Kurdish Peoples Democratic Party (HDP), contested from prison. The outcome, which was
expected, is a big setback to the secularist Republican People’s Party, the main Opposition. Its
candidate, Muharrem nce, who ended up with 30.7% of the vote compared to Mr. Erdoan’s 52.6%,
had promised to bring back a system of checks and balances over presidential power by
strengthening civil liberties and restoring a constitutional democratic order. Mr. nce had attempted
a new compact between Turkey’s secular vote bank and religious conservatives, in an attempt to
overcome the distrust between the statist-secularists and Islamic parties that has polarised Turkish
politics since the days of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. The rise of the neo-Islamist AKP and the
consolidation of Mr. Erdoan’s power drew from the backlash against the statist-secularists and the
economic growth in the first decade of AKP rule.

A faltering economy, characterised by plunging foreign direct investment, high inflation and a
depreciating lira, had given the Opposition some hope of taking the fight to Mr. Erdoan. But the
President’s polarising personality and his party’s wide organisational reach, coupled with the
perception that he was the right person to revive economic growth, helped him retain power. His
electoral victory will embolden his regime to continue its authoritarian policies against critics, a
greater worry now in the face of his newly acquired powers. His victory is likely to see Turkey
continuing with its belligerent role in the West Asian neighbourhood. For minorities such as the
Kurds, the silver lining is the fact that Mr. Demirta’s liberal-democratic HDP managed to win more
than 10% of the vote to secure entry into Parliament. In contrast to Mr. Erdoan’s triumphalism as
the results trickled in, Mr. nce was graceful in defeat and promised to work as an Opposition force
for a more democratic Turkey. A stable, democratic and pluralist Turkey is essential in a
neighbourhood that continues to be blighted by ethnically driven civil wars. As things stand, Mr.
Erdoan’s victory signals another hyper-nationalist, authoritarian turn.
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Erdogan’s win is not good news

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is set to further consolidate his hold over the country
after this week’s national elections. Mr Erdogan’s rightwing coalition won another parliamentary
majority, renewing his presidential mandate. But the results, combined with a referendum he won
last year, will lead to a new governmental structure in which the prime ministership will be
abolished, the president will have power over judicial appointments and extraordinary powers to
rule by decree. If this is indeed a time when strongmen have become popular with voters around
the world, Mr Erdogan’s victory would seem to be confirmation.

However, the Turkish leader’s victory is not good news either for his country or for the world at
large. When Mr Erdogan first came to power, he was acclaimed for synthesising a new political
narrative merging conservative Islamism with a secular constitution. His foreign policy sought a
“zero problems” relationship with his neighbours. Turkey’s was seen as among the brightest stars
of the emerging economies.

Today, Mr Erdogan’s vision is a dark and dangerous mirror image of this earlier promise. When
the Arab Spring toppled regimes around the Levant, Mr Erdogan formed an alliance with many of
the rebel groups, whether in Egypt or Syria. He deliberately picked a fight with Israel to enhance
his standing with the Arab street. At one point, his “neo-Ottoman” alliance included Egypt, Gaza
and, it seemed, Syria. These dreams of empire eventually foundered in Syria where Turkey’s
plans failed to materialise. Mr Erdogan was forced to reduce his ambitions to attacking a more
traditional Turkish enemy, the Kurdish enclaves in Syria and northern Iraq. In the run up to the
elections, Mr Erdogan portrayed himself as defending Turkey from numerous external enemies.
His zero-problem neighbourhood was now a zero-friend neighbourhood — and largely because of
his own machinations. Turkey’s economy is now heading off a cliff with the currency depreciating
and a balance of payments crisis looming. It is a testament to his political skills that the Turkish
president has converted his failures into a tale of a nation under siege whose only saviour is
himself.

Fortunately, Turkey is now far less able to cause mischief in its region than before. However,
much damage has already been done. Turkey has been reduced to a subsidiary of the Russia-Iran
axis that currently dominates the Levant and Mesopotamia. Erdogan has centralised so much
power inside Turkey that he may rule the country for another decade. In his victory speech, he
spoke of Turkey being an example to the rest of the world. That was true over a decade ago.
Today his country is a warning of the perils of personal hubris and overweening national ambition.
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At the crossroads

 

This is about footage and photographs of two events, like two strips of memory; cuttings from
everydayness. One of them, from Hapur in Uttar Pradesh this month, shows a vigilante group
hunting for alleged cow slaughterers and smugglers. It is a blood sport. The mob picks up
Sameyddin, a 65-year-old man, and forces him to confess. It then drags a 45-year-old, Qasim, like
a sack before it lynches him. He begs for water as he is being beaten up, but the mob refuses.

What is even more terrifying than the violence is the indifference of the policemen in front of the
crowd. They don’t seem to care, barely registering the event. An apology from the authorities is an
ironic addition to the unbelievable tableau.

The second incident occurred in May, at Ramnagar in Uttarakhand’s Nainital district. A Hindu
woman and a Muslim man get isolated in a temple. The mob drags the man out, hitting him at
random. A policeman stands up to the mob, protecting the victim with his body. The crowd around
waits in anticipation. All that stands between them and their target is the Sikh policeman.

Two videos, two fragments, two vignettes of violence. How does one react to the chronicler of
violence? Every interpretation is an act of risk, and a mediation on violence demands nothing less.

Marshall McLuhan, the philosopher of communication once claimed pithily that ‘the medium is the
message’. McLuhan’s comments may have become textbook clichés but even now the original
power of the insight seeps through. We realise more and more that how we communicate
determines what we communicate. We sense this as we watch the video.

Violence in India today is always communicated as a video strip; a piece of gossip floating in
digital time. Today we feel that the video as a fragment embodies us best. The video presents
voyeurism combined with the open bleakness of an anatomy class. The irony is that an instrument
that recorded family marriages has now become the archive for the collective violence of the time.
Between video and selfie, we write today’s history. Mob violence is the new serial of our time.

We have to theorise a little about the video before we analyse the two fragments more specifically.
It is not merely that the video/photograph captures every act of public violence, it also makes the
private public. The image links violence as an act of production with violence as consumption. It is
almost as if it attempts to create a new idea of the social. The old idea of the social around the
family or state sounds tired and empty, even stale. The new social is quick to form and quick to
dispense. It is represented by the mob. Today the social, or the sense of the collective, is
constituted around the mob and its violence.

Three terms then become critical: the mob, the spectacle and the spectator. It is as if the mob has
taken over history and myth, combining the worst of nature and culture. There is no equivalent of
the hero in history, as in the warrior or the satyagrahi. There is no concept like class or state, just
the mob waiting for a random trigger. The mob’s double is the crowd. There is little to choose from
— one plays the perpetrator and the other the spectator. Both are hungry for the spectacle. The
only reminder that we live in a society subject to constitutional rules is the policeman. The
policeman too can merge into the background and play the spectator indifferent to spectacle. His
indifference, his boredom have an edge as he sits as if waiting for his favourite serial. The victim,
by the very label Dalit, Muslim or woman, is the only social category; the scapegoat marked for
violence. The indifference of the police in the video appears both surreal and slapstick. It spooks
justice, the concept of duty, the Constitution as they let the violence go on. Of course, it all occurs
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in U.P. but U.P. could be any place on earth. The lynch mob has not only overtaken law and order
but also overwhelmed history and civics. The only humanity might be with the victim, in his
vulnerability, in his desperation to communicate, in his scream, in his powerlessness, protests
against brute force and against the fact that law, morals, language, rules, prayer are all helpless. A
god might listen out of pity or even habit, but not a mob. Depraved human behaviour makes
savage animal behaviour look tame. Animals rarely demand excess, but excess is the first signal
of the mob.

Violence today lacks a sense of myth or even metaphor. There is no sense of the epic to the
events — banality literally dogs them. It is as if it is in the Hobbesian world that the digital domain
finds expression. The history of man with the mob in control is ‘nasty, brutish and short’. The body
is devoid of any sense of sacrament. It is dispensable. The Indian cosmos is like a butcher’s shop,
and it is no longer Picasso or Goya who are relevant. One remembers the Norwegian painter
Edvard Munch. His painting, ‘The Scream’, is more relevant as it captures violence and sheer
primordiality of pain. It captures the brutality, the sheer barbarism of man against man.

The two events in a way create a fable, an Indian version of The Good Samaritan. The Good
Samaritan as a story does not only belong to the Bible. Like all great religious tales, it is universal,
producing vernacular variations everywhere.

The fable asks, who is the stranger, the other? It answers, the other is an extension of the self.
Society, it argues, cannot be made of similarity and uniformity but it crucially needs difference and
the celebration of difference to keep society alive. As the South African philosopher A.C. Jordan
advised, “One needs to reinvent the stranger constantly to keep society alive.” Gagandeep Singh,
the policeman at Ramnagar, plays the good Samaritan. At a time when police brutality is at its
prime as in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, the policeman and the citizen become “others” to each
other. To this we add the distance between a fundamentalist mob and its victim. When a
policeman like Gagandeep Singh rescues a victim, the fable of the Good Samaritan is enacted
once again.

The first picture, from Hapur, displays the standard indifference of society to its other. Citizenship
and authority come alive when the other becomes part of the creative self. Society in this fable is
born when one creates civility. Gagandeep Singh’s act shows that society has to care to continue.
The two pictures become ‘before’ and ‘after’ pictures of one narrative. It is up to us as seekers of
meaning to read it. One exemplary act shows what is possible with a bit of courage and a touch of
patience. The policeman protects the victim but does nothing to imitate the crowd. It is also a
reminder that a social contract does not come alive because of formal rules. It comes alive when
someone is ready to sacrifice for it.

We need a new testament for our society to keep exemplary events alive beyond constitutional
clichés. Our law and order history must capture it in a more memorable way. This is the ethical
and narrative challenge of our time.

Shiv Visvanathan is an academic associated with the Compost Heap, a group in pursuit of
alternative ideas and imagination
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India, Seychelles talk of ‘mutual welfare’

“We have expressed our strong desire to elevate our bilateral relation to a comprehensive
partnership of greater strategic partnership,” said Mr Faure.

India also declared that India will remain committed to Seychelles’ development.

“India is ready to finance three civilian infrastructure projects in Seychelles under Special Grant.
Government House, New Police Headquarters and the Office of the Attorney General is included
in this,” declared Prime Minister Modi.

India will remain committed to capacity development of Seychelles.

“India will send officials to Seychelles to support the country for projects that it decides for itself,”
Prime Minister Modi said.

President Faure expressed his country’s appreciation of the Indian moves and said that his
country will soon be celebrating the 250th anniversary of the arrival of the Indian origin people to
the archipelago.

The Prime Minister also thanked the visiting President for gifting two large Aldabra turtles that are
unique and are known to live for centuries.

Six agreements

Both sides sealed six agreements including one that will twin Panjim in Goa with Victoria of
Seychelles.

President Faure arrived in Gujarat on 22 June and has travelled to Goa before reaching Delhi on
Sunday.
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India to look forward for investments in 9 more projects from Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB), says the Union Minister of Railways, Coal, Finance and Corporate Affairs, Shri Piyush
Goyal
Ministry of Finance

India to look forward for investments in 9 more projects from
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), says the Union
Minister of Railways, Coal, Finance and Corporate Affairs,
Shri Piyush Goyal

India is a sweet spot where the rule of law prevails to attract
investments

Posted On: 25 JUN 2018 4:15PM by PIB Mumbai

The Union Minister for Railways,Coal, Finance and Corporate Affairs,Shri Piyush Goyal
said that India is looking forward to investments in 9 more projects from Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank after having picked up almost 28% of the bank’s total
lending so far of US$1.4 billion for 7 projects. The Finance Minister, Shri Goyal was
addressing a Press Conference today on the sidelines of the Third Annual Meeting of
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) which began in Mumbai today.
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Welcoming delegates from 86 countries, Shri Goyal pointed-out that in just three short
years, India has hosted three major events for international multilateral banks; the New
Development Bank (NDB), African Development Bank (ADB) and now the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) in quick succession.

Lauding AIIB for its robust processes, Shri Goyal said that it is a matter of great pride
that a concept that was floated in 2014 was able to mature in 6-7 months, and by 2015
we had a Multilateral Development Bank in place with India being the second largest
stakeholder with over 8% stake.’

Shri Goyal said that AIIB has focused its investment in India on lending to rural
infrastructure, energy and power, environmental protection, transportation and
telecommunication, water supply and sanitation and urban development and logistics
and it is a matter of great pride that India is the largest recipient of the $4.2 billion funds
disbursed by it  which constitutes 28% of its total investment so far.

 

Attributing robust framework and easy to navigate policies being the key reasons for
the investment flow into infrastructure in the country, the Union Finance Minister said
that India is a sweet spot where the rule of law prevails to attract investments.”Earlier
participating in the Governors Seminar-I on the theme of ‘Mobilizing Finance for
Infrastructure’, the Finance Minister pointed- out that integrity of people and process
would decide the investment discourse.
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The Minister mentioned that Mumbai as a city has improved its ranking in Swachhta
Index significantly during the last few years and is engaging with international global
efforts for better quality of life.

By 2022, the Government as part of the Prime Minister’s plan will ensure every citizen
to have shelter on his head, 24x7 electricity, good toilet, clean drinking water, access
by road to his house and internet connectivity, he said. Industries Department,
Government of Maharashtra is the nodal Department, Maharashtra Industrial
Development Corporation (MIDC), Government of Maharashtra is the nodal agency,
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) is the Professional Conference Organiser (PCO),
Research and Information Systems for Developing Countries (RIS) is the knowledge
partner, for the third Annual Meeting of AIIB.

About AIIB

The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank with
a mission to improve social and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond.
Headquartered in Beijing, we commenced operations in January 2016 and have now
grown to 86 approved members from around the world. By investing in sustainable
infrastructure and other productive sectors today, we will better connect people,
services and markets that over time will impact the lives of billions and build a better
future.

For more details on the exhibition, log on to http://aiib-am2018.gov.in/exhibition.php

To know more about Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s Third Annual Meeting log
on to:

http://aiib-am2018.gov.in/

https://www.aiib.org/

Hashtag: #AIIB2018

Twitter: @AIIB_Official @FinMinIndia @PIBMumbai & @PIB_India
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Specially designed software to help in strengthening service delivery and improving nutrition
outcomes through Effective monitoring and Timely interventions in POSHAN Abhiyaan
Ministry of Women and Child Development

Specially designed software to help in strengthening service
delivery and improving nutrition outcomes through Effective
monitoring and Timely interventions in POSHAN Abhiyaan

WCD Ministry to organise TECH-THON: Seminar on
Technology Partnership for POSHAN Abhiyaan on 28th June
2018

Posted On: 25 JUN 2018 3:12PM by PIB Delhi

ICDS-CAS (Common Application Software) has been specially designed to strengthen the Service
Delivery System as well as the mechanism for Real Time Monitoring (RTM) for nutritional
outcomes. Briefing the media on the upcoming POSHAN Abhiyaan TECH-THON, WCD Secretary
Sh. Rakesh Srivastava said that it looks at improving the nutrition outcomes through effective
monitoring, timely intervention and also act as a fact-based decision-making tool.

Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India will organize a day-long
Seminar on Technology Partnerships for Steering POSHAN Abhiyaan called ‘TECH-THON’
for POSHAN Abhiyaan - PM’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment on 28th June,
2018 at Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra in New Delhi.

WCD Secretary said that the Seminar is being organised to showcase and orient the
environment towards the initiative, exchange ideas and to explore avenues of cooperation and
partnerships for technology support, as well as, reaching-out to the beneficiaries for effective
behavioural change to initiate a ‘Peoples Movement’ or Jan Andolan towards Nutrition. He said
that Convergence and use of Technology are the two hallmarks of POSHAN Abhiyaan. The
Abhiyaan lays-down specific targets to be achieved across different monitoring parameters over
the next few years. Never before has nutrition been given such prominence at the highest level in
the country.                              

WCD Secretary said that currently 550 districts have been covered under the Abhiyaan. To ensure
a holistic approach, all 36 States/UTs and 718 districts will be covered in a phased manner by the
year 2020.

WCD Joint Secretary and Mission Director for POSHAN Abhiyaan, Dr. Rajesh Kumar shared
details about the working of ICDS-CAS through a presentation. By the year 2020, the application
will be rolled out across 14 lakh Anganwadis and impact 10 Crore beneficiaries. It is currently the
largest e-Nutrition & Health programme in the World having 1.1 lakh data entry devices with
frontline functionaries across 7 States (Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh) enabling a footprint of 95 lakh plus beneficiaries.
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The POSHAN Abhiyaan empowers the frontline functionaries i.e. Anganwadi Workers and Lady
Supervisors by providing them with Smartphones. The Common Application Software (ICDS-CAS)
especially developed for this purpose enables data capture, ensures assigned service delivery and
prompts for interventions wherever required. This data is then available in near real time to the
supervisory staff from Sector, Block, District, State to National level through a Dashboard, for
monitoring.

POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission) was launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister on
8thMarch, 2018 in Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan. The programme through use of technology,  targeted
approach and convergence strives to reduce the level of Stunting, Under-nutrition, Anemia and
Low Birth Weight in Children, as also, focus on Adolescent Girls, Pregnant Women & Lactating
Mothers, thus holistically addressing malnutrition.

By synergising frontline functionaries and volunteers like, DAY-NRLM Self help groups,ANMs,Co-
operatives, Swasth Bharat Preraks etc., the Ministry is planning to reach 11 crore people and
thereby convert the mission into Jan Andolan

The Seminar will witness the presence of Ministers, top policy makers of Government of India and
States/UTs, participants from multilateral partner institutions like UNICEF, World Bank, WHO,
WFP etc, the partners of MWCD – Tata Trust, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) etc,
Philanthropic Private Sectors (viz CSR) and Civil Society Organizations. Moreover, leading
experts from a range of fields will be present to lead panel discussions and share insights on
addressing avenues of cooperation and partnerships for technology support.

The WCD Minister Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi and Minister of State for WCD, Dr. Virendra
Kumar will be present in the Seminar. Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog will inaugurate the Seminar and
launch the Jan Andolan Guidelines of POSHAN Abhiyaan. Secretaries of convergent Central
Ministries will also be present during the course of the day-long seminar to discuss technology and
also share an overview about POSHAN Abhiyaan. Seminar will also be attended by the
Secretaries of State WCD/Social Justice Department, Director in-charge of ICDS/POSHAN
Abhiyaan and nodal officer of the States/UTs.
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An exhibition will also be organised showcasing the technology and other materials of POSHAN
Abhiyaan in the gallery of Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra.

Approximately 300 participants are expected to grace the Seminar.

To know more about POSHAN Abhiyaan please visit

http://www.icds-wcd.nic.in/nnm/home.htm
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India most unsafe for women: poll

Students of the University of Mysore protesting violence against women recently.M.A.
SRIRAMM.A.SRIRAM  

India has been ranked as the most dangerous country out of the world’s 10 worst countries for
women, behind Afghanistan, Pakistan and Somalia, according to a poll conducted by the Thomson
Reuters Foundation.

The same poll conducted in 2011 had placed India at the fourth place. The findings are based on
perceptions of experts on women’s issues.

India was followed by Afghanistan, Syria, Somalia, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Yemen, Nigeria and the U.S. — in that order.

“The world’s second most populous nation, with 1.3 billion people, ranked as the most dangerous
on three of the topic questions — the risk of sexual violence and harassment against women, the
danger women face from cultural, tribal and traditional practices, and the country where women
are most in danger of human trafficking including forced labour, sex slavery and domestic
servitude,” according to the Foundation.

A shame, says Rahul

Congress chief Rahul Gandhi tweeted, “While our PM tiptoes around his garden making Yoga
videos, India leads Afghanistan, Syria and Saudi Arabia in rape and violence against women.
What a shame for our country.”

A source in the Ministry of Women and Child Development said the survey was not based on
scientific findings.

The question on cultural practices targeting women included offences such as infanticide, acid
attacks, female genital mutilation, child marriage, forced marriage, physical abuse or mutilation as
a form of punishment.

The other category in which India ranked the worst was sexual violence which comprised rape as
a weapon of war, domestic rape, rape by a stranger, lack of access to justice in rape cases, sexual
harassment and coercion into sex as a form of corruption.

Respondents were asked to name the five most dangerous countries for women and then asked
to name the worst country under six different categories.

Respondents included academics, aid and development professionals, health workers, policy
makers, NGO workers, journalists and social commentators.
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Candidate may have to disclose health condition to contest poll

The Centre on Tuesday informed the Madras High Court that the Law Commission was
considering the possibility of making it a statutory obligation for those wanting to contest in
elections to disclose full particulars regarding their health condition at the time of filing
nominations.

Justice N. Kirubakaran was also told by Additional Solicitor General (ASG) G. Rajagopal that the
efficacy of imposing such a statutory obligation was questionable because a majority of voters cast
their votes on the basis of political parties and their symbols rather than by weighing the
credentials of individual candidates.

Disagreeing with the submission, the judge said, voters must have a right to know the health
condition of elected representatives. “You see, within a year of election, we lost a Chief Minister,”
he said, referring to the death of Jayalalithaa on December 5, 2016 about six months after getting
elected for the second term.

He made the observations during the hearing of a writ petition which had sought for a direction to
make disclosure of health condition mandatory for those contesting in local body polls. Passing
interim orders in the case last month, the judge wanted to know why shouldn’t it be made
mandatory for Parliamentary and Assembly polls too.

In reply, the ASG told the judge that he had obtained written instructions from the Centre and
required about 10 days’ time to file them in the form of an affidavit. Accepting the request, the
judge adjourned further hearing on the case to July 6. Before parting with the case, he stressed
the need to bring in large scale electoral reforms.

“Someone must put a full stop to dynasty politics in this country. Otherwise, it would remain a
fiefdom of select families. Why don’t you introduce a Bill to end dynasty politics?” the judge asked
raising many eyebrows in the court hall.
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India gifts aircraft to Seychelles

“We have provided hands-on training to the pilots and technical staff from Seychelles. We are
committed to extending full support to the teams involved in the maintenance and operation of the
aircraft,” HAL CMD T. Suvarna Raju said.

This is the second Dornier aircraft to be gifted by India to Seychelles; the first one was given in
January 2013. The second aircraft was announced by Mr. Modi when he visited the island nation
in March 2015, and the contract was signed in March 2017. The Dornier is equipped with a 360-
degree surveillance radar, a forward-looking Infra-red system, satellite communication, a traffic
collision and avoidance system and an enhanced ground proximity warning system, among
others.

The Do-228 can be used for EEZ monitoring, maritime surveillance, pollution monitoring and
control, search and rescue and commuter services.
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NCW rejects survey, faults sample size

The National Commission for Women on Tuesday rejected the survey that rated India as the
world’s most dangerous country for women, and said the countries that have been ranked after
India have women who are not even allowed to speak in public.

NCW chairperson Rekha Sharma rejected the survey report, claiming that the sample size was
small and could not be representative of the whole country. “For a nation as big as India, the
sample size of the survey is not representative of the country as a whole,” she said.

“Women are very aware in India of issues and there is no way that we could be ranked number
one in such a survey. The countries that have been ranked after India have women who are not
even allowed to speak in public,” Ms. Sharma said.
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‘China proposed 2+1 format for India talks’

The spirit of the Wuhan informal summit echoed strongly last week during the visit of Nepal Prime
Minister K.P. Oli to Beijing, with China proposing a new dialogue mechanism that would also
involve India.

An official source told The Hindu that the Chinese side proposed to Mr. Oli a “two plus one” format
for dialogue. “This is different from a trilateral mechanism. Under the Chinese proposal, China and
India can jointly conduct a dialogue with a third regional country,” the source said.

The Chinese initiative is not Nepal-specific. “My impression is that the two-plus one formulation is
flexible and can be applied to any other country in South Asia,” the source said.

Meet with Xi

During Mr. Oli’s visit, the Chinese side made its intent clear to engage deeply with Nepal, and
develop special ties with its Himalayan neighbour. The hosts broke protocol by initiating Mr. Oli’s
meeting with President Xi Jinping, ahead of the customary delegation level talks with Prime
Minister Li Keqiang.

Yet, Beijing also made it plain that China-Nepal ties would be docked with India’s shared interests
as well. The Chinese leadership, in fact, made direct reference to the April Wuhan informal
summit, which has begun to have a cascading impact on the region. “The Chinese made it clear
that they were not interested in pursuing a zero-sum approach with Nepal. In fact, the hosts spoke
about the Wuhan informal summit between President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, including the discussion between the two leaders on achieving greater regional cooperation,
which covered connectivity,” the source said.

During Mr. Oli’s visit, it had become evident that China was inclined to fulfill its ambitious agenda
with Nepal gradually, after ensuring that such steps were in sync with India’s interests.

Analysts say, that the Nepali side has understood the “big picture”, appreciating that China is keen
to build bridges with India, as Beijing’s friction with the U.S. under the Trump administration begins
to mount.

“Besides, bringing India on board is essential for enhanced regional connectivity, including a trans-
Himalayan corridor through Nepal, if President Xi’s Belt and Road Initiative is to achieve its full
potential,” the source observed.
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Modi urges AIIB to boost lending 10-fold to $40 bn

Narendra Modi  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday urged the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
to boost lending tenfold to $40 billion by 2020, and to $100 billion by 2025, in order to speed up
infrastructure financing across the region.

Addressing the third annual meeting of the China-backed multilateral lender, Mr. Modi sought to
woo investors by highlighting India’s economic progress and policy environment.

“India is one of the most investor-friendly economies in the world,” Mr. Modi said. “Investors look
for growth and macroeconomic stability. They want political stability and a supportive regulatory
framework to ensure protection of their investment.” He cited a recent sovereign ratings upgrade
as reflective of the country’s strong economic fundamentals. “India has emerged as a bright spot
in the global economy which is driving global growth as well,” he said. “We have liberalised the
FDI regime. Today, most sectors are on automatic approval route.” He said the size and growth of
the Indian market holds much potential and that the country’s per capita income had doubled in
the last decade.

‘Economies of scale’

“The size and scale of requirement in India gives the added advantage of economies of scale for
investors,” Mr. Modi said.

The AIIB started operations in January 2016 and has so far approved 25 projects in a dozen
countries with a total financing of more than $4 billion, which Mr. Modi described as a ‘good
beginning.’
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Transplanting best practices

Heart transplantation has always been in the public eye right from the time Christiaan Barnard
performed the first successful human heart transplant in 1967, in Cape Town, Africa. Therefore,
controversy in India over a large percentage of foreign nationals receiving cardiac transplants from
deceased donors in India is not surprising. This follows a report published by The Hindu (June 12,
2018) based on a leaked WhatsApp message from the head of the National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation. However, the debate around it is vital because it is a marker of the fault
lines in transplantation policy in India that need immediate correction.

The senior surgeon, Mohamed Rela, wrote an article last week on the need for transparency in the
organ allocation process (The Hindu, Editorial page, “Heart of the matter”, June 19). He is right in
saying that Tamil Nadu’s deceased donor programme is one of the best in the country and that
public credibility is key to its continuing success. But it is also important to address certain key
drivers behind foreigners getting cardiac transplants.

It may be pertinent to note that one of the first cardiac transplants in the world was attempted back
in 1968 at Mumbai’s King Edward Memorial Hospital by P.K. Sen (the world’s fifth and sixth heart
transplants). What is relevant to the debate is that Dr. Sen’s transplants as well as India’s first
successful cardiac transplant in 1994 (by P. Venugopal at the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences, Delhi) were performed in public institutions.

Along the way, organ transplantation in India (this includes Tamil Nadu) largely became a private
sector activity. Hence while the act of donation is a public act and the organs a public good, from
that point onwards whatever happens is largely under the private sector. The rules of market
medicine thus dictate who the organs go to. And hospitals that invest large sums in transplantation
programmes which include huge payouts to surgeons look for returns.

Unlike the liver and kidneys, a heart transplant cannot be performed with a living donor.
Incidentally, around 20% of living donor liver transplants performed in some of the large centres in
India are also on foreigners. So patients with advanced heart failure from certain countries which
do not have a deceased donor programme have no option but to try their luck in India. As these
are largely performed in corporate hospitals, the costs in India are well beyond a large majority of
the local population. This is where foreigner nationals who are often able to pay such sums fit in.

Cardiovascular practice in India is largely dominated by bypass and stenting for ischemic heart
disease partly because this is a cash cow. Treatment of ailments such as valve problems and
advanced cardiac failure has been sidelined. For example, in Mumbai city while there are at least
30 cardiac centres with advanced expertise, only one hospital has chosen to start and support
cardiac transplantation. As one who has been associated closely with deceased donation in
Mumbai (especially the first few years) I often saw perfect hearts of young deceased donors
remaining unutilised for the lack of recipients. Cardiac surgeons with training in transplantation
who were appointed for this purpose did not have enough referrals and chose to leave or focus
their attention on bypass. As has been pointed out, this may change in the future.

While ensuring the credibility of the process in the public eye lies at the heart of deceased organ
donation, we need to go beyond just general calls for transparency. We will have to demonstrate
that organs will go to those who need them the most rather than to those who can pay for them.
This will mean considering hard policy changes that include strengthening the capacity of the
public sector, subsidising transplantation and perhaps enabling affirmative action in the allocation
process in favour of public hospitals. Thus every fifth or sixth organ could be mandatorily allotted
to a public hospital or the private centre can be asked to perform a certain proportion of
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transplants free.

As Tamil Nadu has led the way in deceased donation and also has a good record of public
medicine, it could lead the way here. One of the secrets behind Europe’s high donation rates is
public trust in their respective nationalised health schemes.

While India has enthusiastically embraced the idea of a liberalised economy and immediately
applied it to health care, many countries have insulated their health-care systems from the
ravages of the market. This too is at the heart of this matter.

Sanjay Nagral is a surgeon in Mumbai and also performs liver transplantations. He is the
chairperson of the Forum for Medical Ethics and a member of the Executive Council of the
Declaration of Istanbul Custodian Group
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Why India is upset over the UN body’s report
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AIIB’s $100 million investment in India has filled a crucial gap

India has become the third country after China and South Korea to host the annual summit of the
Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). Even before the summit started, AIIB has announced
an investment of $100 million in the National Infrastructure Investment Fund, a public-private
initiative to finance infrastructure activities in India. Investment of another $100 million is under
consideration. Speaking at the event on Tuesday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi assured the
participants of India’s commitment to stay on the path of fiscal consolidation. The assurance is not
without reason. Higher deficits can lead to higher public debts which can spike interest rates in an
economy. Such developments can upset the long-term calculations infrastructure financing is
based on.

The theme of this year’s AIIB meeting is innovation and collaboration in mobilising finance for
infrastructure. The issue is extremely relevant for India. Our infrastructural requirements are too
large to be financed by the public sector. Infrastructure projects have played a large part in the bad
debt problem, which plagues the Indian banking sector. This has led to questions on whether long-
term infrastructure financing through commercial banks needs to be revisited. Making a project
remunerative is just one aspect of the challenges in infrastructure funding. A growing conflict
between infrastructural requirements and livelihood and sustainability concerns has increased
difficulties in this field. Institutions like AIIB, through their experience and wider knowledge pool,
have an important role to play on this front.

To be sure, there is also a need to look at the wider context in which the AIIB is operating. Jin
Liqun, president of the AIIB, is a former Chinese politician. AIIB’s board of governors has
representatives from all permanent members of the UN Security Council except the United States.
A substantial portion of Mr Jin’s opening remarks at the summit has been devoted to defending
globalisation and the benefits of free trade. It also talks about things such as China’s One-Belt-
One-Road initiative. It is clear that initiatives such as AIIB are also driven by China’s ambitions of
emerging as a leader in the international economic order.

While many in India may not be pleased with the Chinese dominance which comes with the AIIB,
Mr Jin said something which is important for India’s infrastructure managers: failure to ensure cost
recovery through rational pricing for infrastructure projects can derail both infrastructure
development and economic development. In democracies, ensuring this is more about political will
than technocratic knowledge.

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-06-27

A New India is rising; it is an India that stands on the pillars of economic opportunity for all,
knowledge economy, holistic development, and futuristic, resilient and digital infrastructure: Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi at Opening Ceremony of Third Annual Meeting of AIIB
Ministry of Finance

A New India is rising; it is an India that stands on the pillars
of economic opportunity for all, knowledge economy,
holistic development, and futuristic, resilient and digital
infrastructure: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi at Opening
Ceremony of Third Annual Meeting of AIIB

PM calls upon AIIB to expand from financing 4 billion
dollars, to 40 billion dollars by 2020 and 100 billion dollars
by 2025

In a gentle way, you can shake the world – Union Minister
Shri Piyush Goyal recalls Mahatma Gandhi’s words, noting
that AIIB is gently shaking the world

Posted On: 26 JUN 2018 5:29PM by PIB Mumbai

 

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has said that a ‘New India’ is rising – an
India that stands on the pillars of economic opportunity for all, knowledge economy,
holistic development, and futuristic, resilient and digital infrastructure. The Prime
Minister said that India, being one of the most investor-friendly economies in the
world, has emerged as a bright spot in the global economy. He said, “With a size of
2.8 trillion US Dollars, it is the seventh largest in the world. It is the third largest in
terms of purchasing power parity. In the fourth quarter of 2017, we grew at 7.7 per
cent. In 2018, we are projected to grow at 7.4 per cent.”
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The Prime Minister was addressing the Opening Session of the 3rd Annual Meeting
of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) in Mumbai today.

The PM said that India is happy to have this opportunity to deepen its engagement
with AIIB and its members. He recalled that AIIB started its financing operations in
January 2016 and in less than three years, it has 87 Members in its fold. Shri Modi
further said, “With a committed capital of 100 billion dollars and huge need for
infrastructure in Member Countries, I take this opportunity to call upon AIIB to
expand from financing 4 billion dollars, to 40 billion dollars by 2020 and 100 billion
dollars by 2025”.

 

Lauding the efforts of AIIB, the Prime Minister said, “India and AIIB are both strongly
committed to making economic growth more inclusive and sustainable. In India, we
are applying novel Public Private Partnership models, Infrastructure Debt Funds,
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and Infrastructure Investment Trusts to fund infrastructure.”

 

Speaking further on the occasion, the Prime Minister said that India is trying to
develop brownfield assets as a separate asset class for infrastructure investment.
Such assets, having passed the stages of land acquisition and environment and
forest clearances, are relatively de-risked. Hence, for such assets, institutional
investment from pension, insurance and sovereign wealth funds are likely to be
more forthcoming, noted the PM.

The Prime Minister said, “Our macro-economic fundamentals are strong with stable
prices, a robust external sector and a fiscal situation firmly in control. Despite rising
oil prices, inflation is within the mandated range. The Government is firmly
committed to the path of fiscal consolidation”. The Government debt as a
percentage of GDP is also consistently declining, he added.

Counting India as an extremely low-risk political economy from a foreign investor’s
perspective, the Prime Minister, Shri Modi said, “The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) is one of the most significant systemic reforms that our country has
undergone. It works on the One Nation – One Tax principle. It reduces tax
cascading, increases transparency, and adds to logistics efficiency. All of this makes
it easier for the investor to do business in India.”
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He said that the size and growth of the Indian market hold much potential. India’s
per capita income has doubled in the last ten years. We have over 300 million
middle class consumers. This number is expected to double in the next ten years.
The size and scale of requirement in India gives the added advantage of economies
of scale for investors, said the Prime Minister.

Observing that agriculture is the lifeline of the Indian economy, the PM said that the
Government is promoting investments in warehouses and cold chains, food
processing, crop insurance & allied activities.

Read the PM's full address here.

Earlier, welcoming the Prime Minister, the Union Minister for Railways, Coal,
Finance and Corporate Affairs, Shri Piyush Goyal, in his initial remarks said that the
newly emerging institutions have the potential to redefine the contours of multilateral
financing and set new rules for engagement. He said that multilateralism has helped
the world achieve inclusive economic growth across countries at different stages of
development. The Finance Minister said that we need to strengthen the multilateral
cooperation to help us meet the challenges of climate change, economic slowdown
in some parts of the world and rising protectionism.
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Holding inclusive growth as the key element, the Finance Minister, Shri Goyal said
there is a need to develop faster processes for loan disbursement as India is a
leading emerging economy and favoured investment destination.

Over the five-year period of 2017-2022, India will need US$750 billion for energy,
transportation and urban development and we have budgeted infrastructure
spending of US$90 billion for 2018-19. AIIB will be an important pillar in meeting this
requirement, Shri Goyal concluded.

 

Earlier, in his address, AIIB President, Mr. Jin Liqun said, “Between now and 2030,
Asia investment in infrastructure must rise to US$2 trillion a year, or roughly triple of
what it has been in the past.”

“Asian developing countries now account for 60% of global growth, while roughly
two-thirds of global trade is part of value-chains passing through Asia. Yet still today,
11% of Asia’s population remains in poverty. It is against this backdrop that AIIB
was formed. Economic openness and investment in infrastructure drew Asia’s
growth in previous stages. Now, much more needs to be done to ensure the future
continues to brighten for all of Asia”, Mr. Liqun added.
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In conclusion, Mr. Liqun said ,”Solid global growth is crucial for our members to
meet their objectives and an open trading system is a foundation of that global
growth. I look forward to working with all of you towards this end”.

Industries Department, Government of Maharashtra is the nodal Department,
Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC), Government of
Maharashtra is the nodal agency, Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) is the
Professional Conference Organiser (PCO), Research and Information Systems for
Developing Countries (RIS) is the knowledge partner, Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) is the Exhibition partner for the 3rd
Annual Meeting of AIIB.

 

In the past, AIIB Annual Meetings were held at Beijing, China in 2016 and Jeju,
Republic of Korea in 2017.

 

                                                 ****************

DSM/RM/NW/DJM
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James Webb Space Telescope to study Jupiter’s Great Red Spot: NASA

NASA workers look up at the James Webb Space Telescope Mirror during it's media reveal at
NASAâ€™s Goddard Space Flight Center at Greenbelt, Maryland, U.S. File Photo   | Photo Credit:
REUTERS

NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope - the most ambitious and complex space observatory ever
built - will be used to study Jupiter’s Great Red Spot, shedding new light on the enigmatic storm
that has been raging on the planet for over 350 years.

Jupiter’s iconic storm is on the Webb telescope’s list of targets chosen by guaranteed time
observers, scientists who helped develop the incredibly complex telescope.

One of the telescope’s science goals is to study planets, including the mysteries still held by the
planets.

Researchers plan to use Webb’s mid-infrared instrument (MIRI) to create multispectral maps of
the Great Red Spot and analyse its thermal, chemical and cloud structures.

They will be able to observe infrared wavelengths that could shed light on what causes the spot’s
iconic colour, which is often attributed to the Sun’s ultraviolet radiation interacting with nitrogen,
sulphur and phosphorus-bearing chemicals that are lifted from Jupiter’s deeper atmosphere by
powerful atmospheric currents within the storm.

Using MIRI to observe in the five to seven micrometre range could be particularly revealing for the
Great Red Spot, as no other mission has been able to observe Jupiter in that part of the
electromagnetic spectrum.

Those wavelengths of light could allow the scientists to see unique chemical byproducts of the
storm, which would give insight into its composition.

“We’ll be looking for signatures of any chemical compounds that are unique to the Great Red Spot,
which could be responsible for the red chromophores,” said Leigh Fletcher, a senior research
fellow at the University of Leicester

Chromophores are the parts of molecules responsible for their colour.

“Any waves produced by the vigorous convective activity within the storm must pass through the
stratosphere before they reach the ionosphere and thermosphere.If they really do exist and are
responsible for heating Jupiter’s upper layers, hopefully we’ll see evidence for their passage in our
data” Fletcher said.

Generations of astronomers have studied the Great Red Spot; the storm has been monitored
since 1830, but it has possibly existed for more than 350 years.

The reason for the storm’s longevity largely remains a mystery, and the key to understanding the
formation of storms on Jupiter is to witness their full life cycle - growing, shrinking, and eventually
dying.

“We did not see the Great Red Spot form, and it may not die anytime soon, so scientists must rely
on observing “smaller and fresher” storms on the planet to see how they begin and evolve,
something that Webb may do in the future, said Fletcher.
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The quadrivalent vaccine will have two A virus strains — H1N1 and H3N2 — and two B virus
strains — Victoria and Yamagata
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On Iran, the US can’t push India further

The US wants India to completely cut petroleum imports from Iran, the country’s third-largest
supplier of oil, in a little more than four months, with no scope for a waiver of sanctions that
Washington intends to impose. The move, also applicable to China, the largest importer of oil, has
already roiled financial markets around the world. In the past, the US granted waivers to Indian
and Chinese entities provided there was a gradual reduction in imports of Iranian oil. With the
rupee at a low and the higher prices of crude, the measure will have significant implications for
inflation and growth of the Indian economy.

All of this comes against the backdrop of growing fears about a trade war brought on by
protectionism and tit-for-tat tariffs. The proposed sanctions are an outcome of President Donald
Trump’s decision to pull the US out of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or the Iran nuclear
deal. Some have suggested the latest US move is part of its efforts to influence crunch talks in
Vienna next month between Iran and the other signatories to the nuclear deal.

Experts believe it is unlikely that China will end its imports of Iranian oil, especially at a time when
it is engaged in a burgeoning trade war with the US. India finds itself caught in other pulls and
pressure — while New Delhi has worked with Washington to address legitimate concerns related
to Tehran’s nuclear programme, India has had long-standing friendly relations with Iran, which
remains the third-largest supplier of crude after Saudi Arabia and Iraq despite efforts to reduce
dependence on Iranian crude.

At a time when the US administration is projecting India as a key partner in what is now known as
the “Indo-Pacific” region, such measures that dictate terms and appear to set the agenda for India
are hardly likely to go down well with policymakers in New Delhi. For a leader who relies so much
on the dictum “America First”, Mr Trump should realise that other countries too have the right to
put their own interests first. The US should also pause to consider the fact that other signatories to
the Iran nuclear deal have chosen to stick with efforts to salvage the accord instead of backing the
solitary path it has adopted. The Iranian nuclear issue is unlikely to be adequately addressed
through such unilateral actions, and countries such as India and China have the right to adopt a
path that best suits their interests.
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Cabinet apprised of the Agreement between India and Denmark on Cooperation in the field of
Science, Technology and Innovation
Cabinet

Cabinet apprised of the Agreement between India and
Denmark on Cooperation in the field of Science, Technology
and Innovation

Posted On: 27 JUN 2018 3:48PM by PIB Delhi

          The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised of the
Agreement between India and Denmark on Cooperation in the field of Science, Technology and
Innovation. 

A historic milestone in the Indo-Danish Science and Technology relationship was reached on 22nd

May 2018 through signing of an Agreement on Cooperation in the field of Science, Technology
and Innovation between India and Denmark.

Benefits:

This will open a new chapter in bilateral relations as both sides will now leverage complementary
strengths spurred by a significant convergence of mutual interests in Science, Technology and
Innovation. The objective of the Agreement is to encourage, develop and facilitate cooperation
between India and Denmark in fields of common interest within Science, Technology and
Innovation. The stake-holders will include researchers from scientific organizations, academia,
R&D laboratories and companies from India and Denmark. Renewable energy, water, material
science, affordable healthcare, synthetic biology, functional food, and blue economy were
identified as potential areas for immediate collaboration.

****

KS/SNC/SH
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Cabinet approves Strengthening of teaching, patient / clinical care and public health programme
implementation - Shifting of more experienced doctors belonging to Central Government and
Central government entities to teaching / clinical /Public Health Programme implementation
activities
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Strengthening of teaching, patient /
clinical care and public health programme implementation -
Shifting of more experienced doctors belonging to Central
Government and Central government entities to teaching /
clinical /Public Health Programme implementation activities

Posted On: 27 JUN 2018 3:46PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the Strengthening
of teaching, patient / clinical care and public health programme implementation - Shifting of more
experienced doctors belonging to Central Government and Central government entities to
teaching/ clinical / Public Health Programme implementation activities.

 

The approval seeks to ensure that the doctors belonging to Central Health Service (CHS) and of
other Ministries / Departments / entities of the Central Government, after attaining the age of 62
years, work exclusively in their respective fields of clinical expertise. This would be done by
amending the decision of the Union Cabinet taken in its meeting held on 15.06.2016 for removal of
difficulties experienced in effective implementation of this decision.

 

Major Impact:

 

This will result in capacity building and leadership development of more Central Government
doctors besides availability of more experienced doctors for medical education, clinical / patient
care services and for implementation of national health programmes.

 

Beneficiaries:

 

            The decision will make available more experienced doctors for patient / clinical care,
medical teaching activities and implementation of National Health Programmes etc., which is likely
to benefit society at large.
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The benefits of this proposal will percolate down the line throughout the country.

Background:

 

In order to tackle the problem of shortage of doctors, low joining and high attrition rate in Central
Health Service, Union Cabinet in its meeting held on 15.06.2016, approved increase in age of
superannuation of doctors of the Central Health Service to 65 years. Subsequently, in its meeting
held on 27.09.2017, the Union Cabinet increased age of superannuation of doctors working in
various other Ministries/Departments including those of Indian Railways, AYUSH, Central
Universities and NTs, etc. to 65 years. It is, however, felt that there is a need to make available the
services of senior doctors above the age of 62 years for core medical profession, such as, clinical /
patient care/ teaching in medical colleges / implementation of health programmes, Public Health
programmes & functions, etc.

 

*****

KS/SNC/SH
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Cabinet apprised of Implementing Arrangement between India and France on Cooperation on
Maritime Awareness Mission
Cabinet

Cabinet apprised of Implementing Arrangement between
India and France on Cooperation on Maritime Awareness
Mission

Posted On: 27 JUN 2018 3:45PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been appraised of the
Implementing Arrangement (IA) for Pre-formulation Studies of a Maritime Domain Awareness
Mission signed between India and France on 10th March 2018.

    The proposed joint mission will be devoted to maritime domain awareness, with the objective to
provide relevant data and services to both nations. The objective is to monitor the maritime traffic
and to identify the non-compliant ships at the maximum possible revisit frequency. The monitoring
system would provide an end to end solution for detection, identification, monitoring of vessels in
the regions of interest for India and France.

    As per the IA, Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and Centre Nationale Dètudes    
Spatiales (CNES), France will jointly undertake various activities during these pre-formulation
studies and present the pre-formulation concept study results to the respective senior
management for review within one year of its signing.

****

KS/SNC/SH
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Cabinet approves MoU between India and Bahrain on cooperation in the field of Healthcare
Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Bahrain on
cooperation in the field of Healthcare

Posted On: 27 JUN 2018 3:39PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approvedthe signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Bahrain on cooperation in the field of
Healthcare.

 

The MoU covers the following areas of cooperation:-

 

Exchange of information including publications and research outcomes;i.
Exchanging visits by governmental officials, academic staff, scholars, teachers, experts and
students;

ii.

Participating in workshops and training courses;iii.
Encouraging health and medical research activities at both the private-sector and the
academic level; and

iv.

Any other forms of cooperation as may be mutually decided upon.v.
 

A Working Group will be set up to further elaborate the details of cooperation and to oversee the
implementation of this MoU.

*****

KS/SNC/SH
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Rethinking the referendum

On Saturday, June 23, just two years to the day since the referendum in which Britain and
Gibraltar (including Commonwealth citizens resident there) voted to leave the European Union
(EU), over 100,000 people marched through London to call for a second referendum on Britain’s
decision to leave. Some waved EU flags, others had placards calling for a “People’s Choice,
Proper Choice”, and others again wore t-shirts with the message “Rethink Brexit, Renew Britain”.
The participants ranged in age and background, though there were many young people. One
carried a sign, “I’m 16, Brexit Stole my Future.”

“A chaotic government trying to push us over the cliff edge,” Caroline Lucas, the co-leader of the
Green Party, told those gathered there. She pointed to a range of promises made during the
course of the referendum campaign by the Leave side that had been unfulfilled, such as £350
million a week extra for the National Health Service (NHS) as well as the difficulties related to
Northern Ireland and other matters that voters had not been aware of at the time of the vote. “It is
time for you to decide, for you to take back control,” said Gina Miller, the campaigner who had
taken the government to the Supreme Court over parliamentary accountability for Brexit. Pointing
to the House of Commons, where MPs last week had voted by a slim majority to pass the central
plank of Brexit legislation, the EU Withdrawal Bill, she said it was “dishonest” for politicians to
suggest that “they still believe the will of the people is still the same as two years ago.”

Two years on, as Britain remains as divided over the issue of leaving the EU, public debate has
continued and gained ground on the virtues of a second referendum. Initially those concerned
about the direction of Brexit policy had focussed, like Ms. Miller, on pushing for greater
parliamentary accountability, but with both main political parties committed to respecting the “will
of the people” and leaving the European single market (the Labour party is more committed to
some form of custom union membership), opposition has turned elsewhere.

The arguments are far from straightforward. Though won by a slim majority of 51.9% to 48.1%, the
referendum result followed a high turnout of 72.2% which was well above the figure for recent
general elections (which has ranged between 61% and 69% in the past decade). Contrary to initial
suggestions that young people had not participated, subsequent research by two LSE academics
found that around 64% of 18 to 24 year olds took part in the referendum, which was almost
identical to the turnout for 40 to 54 year olds (for those aged 65 and over the turnout hit 90%).

Nevertheless, arguments have focussed on the closeness of the margin, and what was voted on.
Was a 50% threshold high enough, and was a mere 3-4% gap wide enough for such a
fundamental and irreversible decision that was to determine the future of generations to come?

And what of the question put to people in the referendum itself: “Should the United Kingdom
remain a member of the European Union or leave the European Union?” What did leaving and
Prime Minister Theresa May’s now notorious slogan “Brexit means Brexit” entail?

Did it necessarily involve leaving the single market (the elimination of tariffs, quotas, and the free
movement of goods, services, capital and people)? Or the customs union (the clubbing together of
countries to apply identical tariffs at the border)? Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein are part of the
single market but not the EU, while non-member Turkey is part of a customs union with the EU,
while also not a member.

There have also been questions around the veracity of some of the claims made during
campaigns such as the NHS pledge (referred to by Ms. Lucas at the protest) made by Vote Leave,
the leading group that campaigned to leave the EU, and which was supported by politicians like
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Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson. The NHS pledge has in fact become a rallying point for the
opposition movement. Earlier this month, the government courted anger, including from
Conservatives, over funding for the NHS that was touted as a Brexit dividend. There are also
concerns around the promises made to particular communities: former Cabinet Minister Priti Patel
was among those who drew support from the Indian community for leaving the EU by suggesting
that ending freedom of movement from the EU could give the government space to be more
lenient towards non-EU nationals. Since then the government has continued to maintain its tough
stance on immigration, refusing to budge on an immigration cap, and excluding Indian students
from a relaxation of documentation requirements.

New problem areas have continued to arise particularly over the Irish question, which has proved
to be one of the issues hardest to resolve at the heart of Brexit. Leaving the single market and the
customs union would result in a “hard” border on the island of Ireland, jeopardising the fragile
peace process under way that has heavily relied on the fluid boundary and deep economic and
social links. With the May government’s Northern Irish ally, the DUP, heavily opposed to anything
that results in a different regulatory or customs regime in Northern Ireland and the rest of the U.K.,
options for an innovative solution are extremely limited. Business groups have become more and
more vocal over their concerns, with Airbus warning that its future in the U.K. was at stake under a
no-deal scenario, while the Society of Motor Manufacturers & Traders, which represents the auto
industry, said that investment was already taking a hit from the uncertainty around Brexit. “With
every week that passes, new facts emerge that no one knew about during the referendum,”
warned Labour MP and People’s Vote advocate Chuka Umunna earlier this month.

Further complicating matters have been questions over Vote Leave, and Leave.EU, another of the
major Brexit campaign groups. Last month, the Electoral Commission fined Leave.EU £70,000 for
breaking spending rules during the referendum, while its investigation into spending by Vote Leave
is due to be published next month. A draft version of the report had concluded that rules had been
flouted, the BBC recently reported.

However, not everyone is convinced of the role of referendums: if a referendum on such a crucial
issue lay at the heart of the problem, would pushing for another one be the right road ahead?
Would gaining a meaningful say for Parliament be a better focal point?

Whether Parliament has been guaranteed a “meaningful say” depends on who one asks. Last
week, the government managed to win support for its EU withdrawal bill after offering certain
“assurances” to potential Conservative rebels around the role that Parliament would have.
However, the extent to which those guarantees can be relied on remains unclear with some
suggesting that the so-called “assurances” simply involved the government reiterating what was
standard procedure already.

In the meantime, the push for another referendum continues, but with a warning from some of its
advocates. “If we are to succeed, we cannot repeat the mistakes of the past,” said Ms. Lucas at
the rally, calling for the new campaign to avoid the pitfalls of the initial Remain campaign. This
campaign had been dubbed “project fear” for its concentration on the economic dangers of leaving
the EU, while its focus on enlisting top economists, politicians and others had led to leave
campaigners whipping up the “anti-establishment” vote against them. “Our campaign must be
radical, it must be young, it must be diverse; it must listen to people, empower them and create
reasons for hope,” she said. “We must be different to win and we have to win.”

vidya.ram@thehindu.co.in
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Stranded on migration

 

More than 1.8 million migrants have come to Europe since 2014, mostly from West Asia and
Africa. This has become a contentious electoral issue across Europe with right-wing populists
capitalising on an anti-migrant sentiment for electoral gains. While migrant inflows have fallen
since their peak in 2015-16, some countries such as Italy, Spain and Greece have each accepted
12,000-15,500 migrants this year alone. EU countries are now grappling with (and fighting over)
the treatment of migrants within their territories and related policies. The temporary migrant
resettlement system of 2015, which was formulated to distribute migrants across the EU, failed
when many countries refused to meet their quotas. Migration is top of the agenda when leaders
meet for a European Council meeting in Brussels today.

Earlier this month, Italy’s Interior Minister, Matteo Salvini, refused to grant MV Aquarius, a ship
that had rescued 629 migrants, docking permission. The ship was finally allowed to dock at
Valencia, Spain, after food had run out and the UN refugee body had made appeals. More than
600,000 migrants have arrived in Italy from Africa in recent years. Mr. Salvini wants to deport
500,000 of those who are in Italy, fix the migrant resettlement system, build migrant reception
centres in Africa, and do away with the Dublin Regulation which says refugees must apply for
asylum in the EU country where they first landed.

More than 1.6 million migrants have made their way to Germany since 2015, the bulk of them
arriving when Chancellor Angela Merkel suspended EU migration rules in 2015 to accept migrants
stranded in other countries. This issue has since been used to attack Ms. Merkel politically, and
last year helped the far-right Alternative for Germany win seats in the German parliament for the
first time. It now threatens the coalition government headed by Ms. Merkel’s Christian Democratic
Union (CDU), with Interior Minister Horst Seehofer, who heads the Christian Social Union, the
CDU’s Bavarian sister party, saying he will not allow migrants registered in other countries to enter
Germany. Mr. Seehofer has given Ms. Merkel until the end of this week to secure an EU deal on
migration, an outcome that Ms. Merkel has said is unlikely. If Mr. Seehofer follows through on his
proposal, it is likely to get him sacked, putting the governing coalition at risk.
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Encouraging mediation to settle disputes

Photo: Facebook/@uncitral  

Beginning this week, India will participate in deliberations at the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) in New York on an important issue concerning resolution of
commercial disputes. Commercial disputes are resolved not only through courts and arbitration but
also through mediation. The deliberations will consider how these settlement agreements in
disputes in international commercial transactions will be implemented by courts in different
countries.

Several concerns make this draft important for India and its businesses. Mandatory pre-litigation
mediation has been introduced in commercial disputes. The adoption of the convention will
address a policy gap on outcomes from the mediation process involving cross-border disputes.
With a definitive legal framework recognising and enforcing mediated settlement agreements,
businesses will be encouraged to consider mediation in managing and resolving disputes that
arise in their commercial transactions. India has lost substantial earnings as a result of
international disputes being taken for resolution outside the country. Strengthening the dispute
resolution policies will encourage dispute resolution in India, where the commercial relationship
once began.

As is evident, international transactions involve the application of different laws, by virtue of the
persons from different countries being involved, or their undertaking a business in a third country.
The draft convention that is now under consideration relates to the enforcement of settlement
agreements arising from disputes in international commercial contracts. The convention will link
laws adopted by countries to recognise domestic mediation and extend them beyond their
boundaries. UNCITRAL has formulated principles on which countries should recognise and
enforce mediation agreements arising from cross-border disputes. Once formalised, countries will
have a consistent framework for enforcing mediation agreements made in other countries.

The draft convention defines mediation as a “process whereby parties attempt to reach an
amicable settlement of their dispute with the assistance of a third person (the mediator). The
mediator lacks the authority to impose a solution upon the parties to the dispute.” Courts of a
country before which a mediated settlement agreement is brought must ensure implementation of
the terms of settlement. The courts will allow a party to a settlement agreement to rely on this
agreement as a defence in cases filed on the basis of disputes already settled by the agreement.

When the settlement agreement comes up before the court for implementation or enforcement, the
court will review it on the basis of certain conditions. These include the capacity of the parties to
enter into the agreement, the question whether the subject matter of the agreement is one that can
be settled through mediation in terms of its domestic laws, and so on. Once the agreement has
been reviewed, the court must enforce the agreement on the terms agreed. Courts can decline
enforcement only on these conditions. The importance of the draft convention is in the
identification of these conditions after careful deliberation.

Mediated settlement agreements typically don’t need court assistance for enforcement since the
terms of settlement have been chosen and determined by the parties. However, with this
convention comes the certainty that settlement agreements through mediation will be
acknowledged as a resolution of the dispute, and will be respected and enforced. Further, if the
court were to decline enforcement, this will be done on grounds that are known to international
parties.
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One hundred and seventy-four countries recognise mediation and conciliation as a method of
resolving disputes, and as an alternative to going to courts. International business and dispute
resolution institutions such as the International Chamber of Commerce, the Singapore
International Mediation Centre and the World Intellectual Property Organisation all have
established rules and assist businesses in resolving disputes through mediation. Businesses, in
turn, have turned to mediation as the first step in resolving differences that arise in their
international disputes. The convention is opportune and will facilitate legal reform to ease dispute
resolution.

Chitra Narayan is a Chennai-based advocate and mediator
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Japanese mission reaches unexplored asteroid Ryugu

Asteroid Ryugu is photographed by the ONC-T which is equipped on Hayabusa 2 probe after a
journey of around 3.2 billion km since launch, in outer space 280 million km from the Earth, on
June 24, 2018 at around 00:01 JST, in this handout photo released by Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA).   | Photo Credit: REUTERS

A Japanese probe has reached an asteroid 300 million km away to collect information about the
birth of the solar system and the origin of life after a more than three-year voyage through deep
space.

The Hayabusa2 probe successfully settled into an observation position 20 km above the Ryugu
asteroid, officials from the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) said on Wednesday.

Researchers broke out into cheers when the probe arrived in place, a feat JAXA described as
“shooting from Japan at a six cm target in Brazil”.

Ahead of Asteroid Day

“Today, we are at the beginning of a space science exploration that is unprecedented for
humankind,” project manager Yuichi Tsuda said. The successful mission came just days before
the UN’s International Asteroid Day on June 30, a global event to raise awareness about the
hazards of an asteroid impact and technological progress to counter such a threat.

Scientists hope to glean clues about what gave rise to life on the earth from samples taken from
Ryugu, which is thought to contain relatively large amounts of organic matter and water.

Photos of Ryugu — which means “Dragon Palace” in Japanese, a castle at the bottom of the
ocean in an ancient Japanese tale — show an asteroid shaped a bit like a spinning top with a
rough surface.

The Hayabusa2 probe was in good shape and is now ready to start exploring the asteroid over the
coming 18 months, JAXA said. The next stage is to identify suitable sites to take samples from
once the probe touches down on the asteroid, scientist Seiichiro Watanabe said.

That probe returned from a smaller, potato-shaped, asteroid in 2010 with dust samples despite
various setbacks during its epic seven-year odyssey and was hailed as a scientific triumph.
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How a failing port gave China vital foothold

Hambantota port in June 2012, when commercial operations began.AFPIshara S.KODIKARA  

Every time Sri Lanka’s President, Mahinda Rajapaksa, turned to his Chinese allies for loans and
assistance with an ambitious port project, the answer was yes.

Yes, though feasibility studies said the port wouldn’t work. Yes, though other frequent lenders like
India had refused. Yes, though Sri Lanka’s debt was ballooning rapidly under Mr. Rajapaksa.

Over years of construction and renegotiation with China Harbor Engineering Co., one of Beijing’s
largest state-owned enterprises, the Hambantota Port Development Project distinguished itself
mostly by failing, as predicted. With tens of thousands of ships passing by along one of the world’s
busiest shipping lanes, the port drew only 34 ships in 2012. And then the port became China’s.

The transfer gave China control of territory just a few hundred miles off the shores of a rival, India,
and a strategic foothold along a critical commercial and military waterway.

Election funding?

The debt deal also intensified some of the harshest accusations about President Xi Jinping’s
signature Belt and Road Initiative: that the global investment and lending programme amounts to a
debt trap for vulnerable countries around the world, fuelling corruption and autocratic behaviour in
struggling democracies.

During the 2015 Sri Lankan elections, large payments from the Chinese port construction fund
flowed directly to campaign aides and activities for Mr. Rajapaksa, who had agreed to Chinese
terms at every turn and was seen as an important ally in China’s efforts to tilt influence away from
India in South Asia. The payments were confirmed by documents and cash checks detailed in a
government investigation seen by The New York Times . Though Chinese officials and analysts
have insisted that China’s interest in the Hambantota port is purely commercial, Sri Lankan
officials said that from the start, the intelligence and strategic possibilities of the port’s location
were part of the negotiations.

Indian officials, in particular, fear that Sri Lanka is struggling so much that the Chinese government
may be able to dangle debt relief in exchange for its military’s use of assets like the Hambantota
port — though the final lease agreement with China forbids military activity there without Sri
Lanka’s invitation.NY Times
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Nepal welcomes ‘2+1’ dialogue mechanism

Shakti Basnet, Nepal’s Minister of Environment.Wikimedia commons  

Nepali officials are mulling over China’s proposal of a “two-plus-one” mechanism, where Beijing
and New Delhi can jointly hold a dialogue with a third country in South Asia.

“We welcome the two-plus-one format as we are confident that such a dialogue will be conducted
in a spirit of equality and mutual respect,” Shakti Bahadur Basnet, Nepal’s Minister of Forests and
Environment, told The Hindu in Beijing.

The Chinese side has been emphatic that its relations with the Nepal will be conducted according
to the five principles of peaceful coexistence — the basis for a foreign policy among equals.

‘Five principles’

The joint statement issued at the end of last week’s visit to China of Nepal’s Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli stressed that China-Nepal ties “maintained the momentum of healthy development on
the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, which sets a model of harmonious
coexistence between countries of different sizes and social systems”.

Separately, an official source had earlier told The Hindu that the Chinese side proposed to Mr. Oli,
a “two-plus-one” format for dialogue. Mr. Basnet pointed out that in the era of globalisation, it was
imperative for Nepal to maintain close ties with both its neighbours — China and India.

The Nepali Minister saw the rise of China and India as a “big opportunity” for the development of
Nepal. “Nepal’s two big neighbours are developing very fast. It is a big opportunity for us if we can
manage our relations with both countries properly.” “In this way Nepal wants to be a bridge
between India and China,” he observed.

Mr. Basnet said that Nepal “understands the spirit of Wuhan,” alluding to the “informal summit” in
April between Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He said that Nepal
was looking for a partnership with China and India to develop connectivity in the Himalayan nation.
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Centre may scrap UGC, proposes new regulator

There is no plan to merge all higher education regulators, as was proposed through a planned
agency called HEERA, which was supposed to be put in place as a super regulator.

The present proposal, said Secretary (Higher Education) R. Subrahmanyam, is to replace the
UGC. Once this is done after the HECI Bill is passed by Parliament, the technical education
regulator AICTE and the teachers' education regulator NCTE will also be reformed on similar lines.

The new regime separates the academic and funding aspects of higher education. While HECI will
be in charge of ensuring academic quality in universities and colleges, the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD) – or another mechanism that will be put in place later – will be
responsible for funding universities and colleges.

Closing down

Another key feature of the draft legislation is that “the Regulator will have powers to enforce
compliance to the academic quality standards and will have the power to order closure of sub-
standard and bogus institutions”, said an MHRD release.

Moreover, non-compliance could result in fines or even a jail sentence.

Till now, the UGC had no such powers. All it could do was to release a list of bogus institutions
and not recognise their degrees.

Norms to be developed

“HECI is tasked with the mandate of improving academic standards with specific focus on learning
outcomes, evaluation of academic performance by institutions, mentoring of institutions, training of
teachers, promote use of educational technology, etc.,” said the release.

“It will develop norms for setting standards for opening and closure of institutions, provide for
greater flexibility and autonomy to institutions, lay standards for appointments to critical leadership
positions at the institutional level irrespective of university started under any law (including State
list),” it said.

A senior official of the MHRD said UGC staff would be retrained to adapt to the HECI regime,
which would be fully digital and do away with file work.

The HECI will have a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and 12 other members, including ex officio
members, eminent academics and a doyen of industry.
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U.S. postpones 2+2 dialogue with India

The dialogue was designed following a summit-level meeting between Donald Trump and
Narendra Modi in 2017  

“U.S. Secretary of State Pompeo spoke to External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj a short while
ago to express his regret and deep disappointment at the U.S. having to postpone the 2+2
Dialogue for unavoidable reasons,” said Raveesh Kumar, Official Spokesperson of the Ministry of
External Affairs in a late evening message on his social media account.

“Secretary Pompeo sought External Affairs Minister Swaraj’s understanding and they agreed to
identify new mutually convenient dates to hold the dialogues at the earliest in India or the U.S.,”
said the Spokesperson.

The talks were expected to boost bilateral ease of ties in the backdrop of growing disagreement
over the Iran nuclear deal and the brewing tariff war between the two sides. The high-level
dialogue was designed to address bilateral issues following a summit-level meeting between
President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Modi in 2017. Both Defence Miniser Nirmala
Sitharaman and External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj were expected to travel to the U.S. for
the meeting with Secretary of Defence Mattis and Secretary of State Pompeo.

The talks were postponed earlier once when the previous Secretary of State Rex Tillerson was
asked to quit by President Trump in March 2018. It was previously scheduled for April. However
the latest postponement which is also being considered as cancellation by some quarters comes
in the backdrop of growing differences between India and the U.S. over the Iran nuclear deal.

Last week, External Affairs Minister Swaraj met her French counterpart Jean Yves Le Drian where
both sides agreed to “maintain” the Iran nuclear deal that allows for global trading with Tehran.

The latest reports suggest that the U.S. has given a November deadline to Indian and Chinese
companies that continue to trade with Iran disregarding U.S. Treasury’s sanctions.
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‘2+2 postponed due to scheduling issue’

U.S. Secretary of StateMike Pompeo.AFPMARK WILSON  

The abrupt postponement of the first 2+2 dialogue between India and the U.S., which was earlier
scheduled to take place on July 6, has nothing to do with any disagreement between the two
countries, a spokesperson of U.S. State Department told The Hindu .

“This scheduling change has nothing to do with trade, sanctions, or any other policy issues. We
remain firmly committed to our partnership with India and look forward to rescheduling the 2+2 as
soon as possible,” the spokesperson said, when asked whether the postponement of the July 6
event was linked to disagreements between India and U.S. on sanctions against Iran and trade.

“The U.S.-India relationship is a major priority for this administration, and we look forward to
continuing to strengthen[ing] our partnership,” the official said.

Pompeo’s Korea visit

Sources familiar with the developments said that the postponement of the dialogue is linked to
other travel plans for Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who has emerged as the point man for Mr.
Trump’s risky foreign policy ventures. He will be travelling to North Korea on July 6, according to
The Financial Times . He is also in charge of preparations ahead of a possible meet between Mr.
Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin in mid-July.

Mr. Pompeo and External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj agreed that the 2+2 dialogue between
the two countries “would be rescheduled as soon as possible at a mutually convenient time and
location,” when they spoke on the phone on Wednesday, the spokesperson said.

“Secretary Pompeo conveyed to Minister Swaraj his regret at the postponement of the 2+2
dialogue previously scheduled to take place on July 6,” the official said, adding that India’s central
role in U.S. national security is enshrined in the President’s National Security Strategy which has
noted that “We welcome India’s emergence as a leading global power and stronger strategic and
defence partner.”

Meanwhile, the U.S. has proposed that a meeting between Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and Defense Secretary James Mattis could take place on July 6. However, India has reservations
about going down that path, it has been learnt, though New Delhi is yet to respond officially to the
proposal.

“The rescheduling of the 2+2 dialogue is purely a scheduling issue, and other speculations are
unfounded,” said Mukesh Aghi, president and chief executive officer of the U.S.-India Strategic
Partnership Forum. “Tremendous progress is happening on strategic issues and you will see it
soon,” he said.
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‘India shouldn’t meddle with our political affairs’

India can have the biggest political impact on Sri Lanka’s election, former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa has said, adding that he hoped India will not “meddle with” Sri Lanka’s internal political
affairs. He made the comment in an interview to The Daily Mirror on Thursday, responding to a
question on the possible influence of the West and India on the Sri Lankan presidential election,
likely to be held by the end of 2019. “It is not that big,” Mr. Rajapaksa said, on the West’s ability to
determine poll outcomes.

India’s role in 2015

Following his election defeat in January 2015 to an eclectic coalition led by his former Cabinet
colleague Maithripala Sirisena, Mr. Rajapaksa has, on different occasions, alluded to India’s role in
toppling his government. In an interview to The Hindu in March 2015, he said “it was very clear”
that India’s Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), possibly along with Western agencies, backed
the opposition alliance that unseated him.

Clarifying that he was not accusing Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who had been in power for less
than a year then, he said it was part of India’s “long-term plan”, as New Delhi had “misunderstood”
him “over the Chinese question”.

Thursday’s interview comes in the wake of recent speculation over the candidate that the
Rajapaksa camp might field in the presidential election.

While the ruling coalition is fractured and perceived to be weak, Mr. Rajapaksa himself cannot
contest a third term. The 19th Amendment to the Sri Lankan Constitution adopted in 2015 puts a
two-term limit.

While it is strongly rumoured that the candidate could be someone from his own family, Mr.
Rajapaksa said: “We will decide at the right time”.
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Pakistan placed on ‘grey list’ by FATF

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has placed Pakistan on the ‘grey list’ for failing to curb
anti-terror financing despite Islamabad submitting a 26-point action plan, officials said. The
decision was taken on Wednesday at the FATF’s plenary session in Paris, according to official
sources. So far, there has been no formal announcement by the watchdog.PTI

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2018-06-29

Revise relations with Iran, Haley tells India

“I think as a friend [of the U.S.] India should decide whether [Iran] is a country they want to
continue doing business with,” she said adding that her conversation with Mr. Modi had been a
“constructive” one. The comments by Ms. Haley appear to be a part of a concerted campaign by
the U.S. to ensure that India, Iran’s second biggest oil-importer after China, cuts its oil trade.

This is will prove especially tricky since New Delhi had committed to raising its imports from
Tehran by as much 25% after a visit by Iranian President Rouhani in February this year. The U.S.
strictures follow President Trump’s decision in May to pull out of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) multilateral nuclear deal and subsequently bring in the Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act ( CAATSA) law that sanctions countries dealing with the
Washington’s “adversaries”.

On Wednesday, a senior U.S. State Department official had clarified that India must comply with
the U.S. sanctions against Iran and bring oil imports to “zero” by its November 4 deadline. “We
have seen the statement made by the State Department official,” MEA spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar said. “The statement was not India specific and applies to all countries.”
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Why India needs a new higher education regulator

The Union ministry of human resource development (MHRD) on Wednesday released a draft Act
to replace the University Grants Commission (UGC) with a new regulator for the critical higher
education sector. The regulator — Higher Education Commission of India — will focus on the
quality of institutions. The the job of financial grant distribution, earlier with the commission, will
now come under the ministry’s purview. This decision of transferring financial powers to the MHRD
has upset some. On Thursday, the Delhi University Teachers’ Association said it will result in an
increased direct interference by the State. While the apprehension could be true, presupposing
such an action would be incorrect.

The plan to scrap the UGC has been in the works for several years now, necessitated by the fact
that India’s higher education landscape has changed phenomenally from the time the UGC was
set up in 1956. At the time, there were only 20 universities and 500 colleges with a total enrolment
of 0.21 million students. Today, there are nearly 28 million students in 726 universities and 38,000
colleges. This growth should be enough reason for the overhaul, so that the UGC can respond
effectively to the new ground realities and challenges and also ensure that citizens are skilled
enough to respond to the new market requirements. It has also been seen that several states have
allowed the setting up of private universities, but many of them don’t stick to standards laid down
for higher education. The UGC, according to the government, failed to keep an eye on these
issues because its entire function is geared towards the disbursal of grants rather than regulation.

Over the years, several panels have also talked about the need for a new regulator. The Professor
Yash Pal committee, in 2009, recommended an education regulator to rid the higher education
sector of red tape. The TSR Subramanian committee’s recommendation in the National Education
Policy — a new national policy to replace the existing one is still in the works — also said the UGC
Act should be allowed to lapse. The UGC has also been criticised for the delay in fellowships,
especially the ones under other ministries such as minority affairs, social justice, and tribal affairs,
placing underprivileged research scholars in a fix.

It’s good that the new regulator’s singular focus will be on quality. It must be staffed with bright,
progressive thinkers who are able to chart out a path that is in keeping with our new realities. The
body should be strict in terms of regulation of institutions that do not adhere to established
standards. The ministry’s job is to back with funding the ideas and recommendations of the new
body.
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The deepening disconnect

If there were any doubts about a ‘disconnect’ between New Delhi and Washington in the past few
months, the U.S.’s decision to put off the first ‘2+2’ dialogue with India should put them to rest. The
2+2, as the enhanced engagement between the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Defence is called,
was an outcome of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S. President Donald Trump’s first
meeting last June in Washington. Exactly a year later, it is still to take off.

If the optics are bad, the messaging is worse. Since January, the U.S.’s Countering America’s
Adversaries through Sanctions Act against those conducting business with Russia and Iran, as
well as its decision to walk out of the Iran nuclear deal have come right up against India’s
interests. India has, in turn, tightened its engagement with Russia, China and Iran, with Prime
Minister Modi advocating a course of “strategic autonomy”. On bilateral trade, hardly a week goes
by without the U.S. and India firing one salvo or another. And on their strategic relationship,
upgraded to a ‘major defence partnership’ only recently, the two governments have failed to make
progress on signing foundational agreements, which in turn has held up talks on defence
procurement and technology transfers. Simply put, seldom in the past two decades since India
and the U.S. rebooted ties have the two sides differed so publicly on so many fronts at the same
time.

Unfortunately, one of the areas they had made good progress on, the U.S.’s South Asia policy,
also appears to be in trouble. According to the policy announced about ten months ago, India was
to be central to the U.S.’s efforts in Afghanistan while Pakistan would be ‘put on notice’ for its
support to terror groups, including those that target India. The year began with Mr. Trump’s tweet
lashing out at Pakistan, followed by suspension of U.S. military aid. The U.S. also sought to
“greylist” Pakistan at the Financial Action Task Force on terror financing. However, there are
enough indications that Mr. Trump’s South Asia policy is veering towards the U.S.’s Af-Pak policy
of the past with the U.S. engaging Pakistan to help with Afghanistan, and India consigned a more
supplementary role.

The first indicator of this shift is the increase in U.S.-Pakistan engagement, in conjunction with a
rapid improvement in Pakistan-Afghanistan ties. In March, the then Pakistan Prime Minister,
Shahid Abbasi, met U.S. Vice President Mike Pence in Washington, and a few weeks later Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani and Mr. Abbasi finalised the seven-point Afghanistan-Pakistan Action Plan
for Peace and Solidarity. In June, Mr. Pence spoke with caretaker Prime Minister Nasirul Mulk.
Next, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo spoke with Pakistan Army Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa,
who then travelled to Kabul just ahead of the surprise Eid ceasefire between Afghan forces and
the Taliban. During his visit to Kabul, General Bajwa also met the U.S. Commander for the
Resolute Support Mission, General John Nicholson.

None of these appear to be coincidental, and together point to coordinated contacts between
Washington, Kabul and Islamabad-Rawalpindi. Admitting as much in Washington, Mr. Trump’s
point person for the region, Lisa Curtis, said that the U.S. had formally requested Pakistan to help
facilitate the three-day Eid ceasefire. Concurrently, the U.S. administration’s language on Pakistan
with Afghanistan has softened, and Ms. Curtis said this month that the U.S. sought to “understand
Pakistan’s own core security concerns and ensure that its (Pakistan’s) interests are taken into
account in any peace process.”

While the U.S. State Department has called for Pakistan to act against all groups operating in its
territory, including the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), its own military
actions have left many in Delhi bemused. To begin with, while the U.S. has carried out a number
of drone strikes since Mr. Trump announced his new policy, the large bulk of them are on Afghan,
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not Pakistani, territory. According to the U.S.-based Bureau of Investigative Journalism, which
tracks all reported strikes, American forces carried out more than 100 air and drone strikes in
Afghanistan in 2017, and more than 40 till date in 2018. The corresponding figures for strikes in
Pakistan are five and one, respectively.

What’s more, among the most prominent “kills” were leaders of groups that Pakistan had called on
the U.S. to target, most prominent of them being Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan chief Mullah
Fazlullah. His killing in June is believed to be a direct trade-off for Pakistan’s assistance in bringing
Afghan Taliban leaders to agree to the ceasefire, the first time they have done so. In an article in
The New York Times on Wednesday, Mr. Ghani expressed his gratitude for the ceasefire, and the
ensuing, albeit short-lived, peace that saw ordinary Afghans and Taliban fighters greeting each
other. Extending another offer for talks, he wrote: “I will sit and negotiate with the Taliban’s leader,
Mawlawi Haibatullah Akhundzada, anywhere he wants.”

While the killing of terrorists anywhere as well as the cessation of hostilities must be welcomed by
India, the contrast in terms of action it has demanded cannot be ignored. LeT chief Hafiz Saeed,
the mastermind of the Mumbai 26/11 attacks, is now addressing political rallies in Lahore for
parliamentary elections in which his son and son-in-law are candidates, and JeM chief Masood
Azhar lives undisturbed in his Bahawalpur home. Last month, he issued threats against India
during the Kashmir cease-ops.

Finally, there are India’s regional concerns that stem from Mr. Trump’s Iran policy, which has
spurred new sanctions against all countries and companies doing business in Iran and imposed a
November 4 deadline to reduce oil imports from Iran to “zero”. Regardless of India’s determination
to go ahead with its dealings with Iran, the impact of American restrictions will be felt in Chabahar
Port, once billed as India’s gateway to Afghanistan, and a key component of its role in the U.S.’s
South Asia policy. During the previous U.S. administration’s sanctions regime, India was able to
get a ‘carve out’ for its port project and the railway line to Afghanistan through Zahedan. But there
is no indication that the Trump administration will offer any such exemptions. Besides, as India is
made perforce to yield to the U.S. on cutting oil imports, the Iranian regime is likely to look with
disfavour at India’s engagement in Chabahar as well.

Clearly, none of these predicaments is new, and India has pulled the situation to its advantage in
the past. The difference this time is that the India-U.S. dialogue is not as robust as before, while
India’s planned engagements with Russia Iran and China in the next few months may render
bilateral ties yet more difficult. Rescheduling the 2+2 at the earliest opportunity, in the face of the
high stakes involved for both New Delhi and Washington, is crucial.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in
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Mars may have hosted life before earth

The crust that encases rocky planets and makes possible the emergence of life took shape on
Mars earlier than thought and at least 100 million years sooner than on Earth, researchers said on
June 27.

Analysing grains of the mineral zircon extracted from a Martian meteorite known as Black Beauty,
they determined that the Red Planet’s outer layer hardened 4.547 billion years ago, only 20 million
years after the birth of the Sun.

“Mars’s primary crust formation — which is the end product of planet formation — happened much
faster than previously thought,” said Martin Bizzarro, a scientist at Denmark’s Centre for Star and
Planet Formation and senior author of a study published in Nature. “Our results indicate that Mars
could have had an environment with oceans, and potentially life, much earlier than Earth,” he told
AFP.

Water is considered to be an essential precursor for life, at least as we know it. Mars was once
much more Earth-like, with a thick atmosphere, abundant water and global oceans. Up to now,
mathematical models have suggested that the solidification of the Red Planet took up to 100
million years. The new study tackles the question by examining a chunk of Mars that streaked into
the Saharan Desert and was discovered in 2011.

The Black Beauty meteorite weighed 320g when found. The researchers secured 44g of the
precious space rock, and crushed five — enough to extract seven bits of zircon that could be used
in experiments. By measuring the lead decaying from uranium that had been trapped in zircon as
the young Mars’s molten magma hardened, the scientists were able to precisely date the crust
from which the zircon formed.

“I’m glad we chose that strategy,” said Mr. Bizzarro. “Zircon is like a time capsule.”

There are two main models for the formation of planets.

In one, it occurs in stages, with small dust particles coalescing into “planetesimals” — rock
fragments ten to 100 km in diameter — that collide to form planetary embryos, and then planets,
over a time scale of 50 to 100 million years.

According to a more recent model, planetary growth unfolds more quickly and is fuelled by so-
called “pebble accretion”, the layered accumulation of particles measured in centimetres and
metres that are loosely bound with gases.

“Our data supports newer models indicating the very rapid formation of terrestrial planets,” the
authors said.

The new timeline suggests that something similar may have happened on our planet, but only
after Earth was “reset” by the giant impact that formed the Moon about 4.4 billion years ago, Mr.
Bizzarro said.

Mars is thought to have a dense metallic core with a radius of about 1,800 km, consisting primarily
of iron, nickel and sulphur. The core is surrounded by a largely dormant mantle — some 1,500 km
thick — made mainly of silicon, oxygen, iron and magnesium.

Finally, the crust averages about 50 km in depth, with a maximum of about 125 km. Earth’s crust
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averages 40 km, but is one-third the thickness of the Martian crust once planet size is taken into
account.
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Saturn’s moon could support life, says study

A file photo of Saturn and its main rings as captured by Cassini.   | Photo Credit: NASA NASA

Complex organic molecules have been discovered originating from one of Saturn’s moons,
Enceladus, adding to its potential to support life, researchers said on Wednesday.

The Cassini spacecraft first flew close to the ice-covered moon in 2005 as part of a mission to
gather data on Saturn that will be analysed for years to come.

A team led by Frank Postberg and Nozair Khawaja of the University of Heidelberg in Germany
said they had identified fragments of large organic molecules in ice grains that were ejected from
geysers through cracks in the moon’s icy exterior.

Their findings were published in the journal Nature. “It is the first ever detection of complex
organics coming from an extraterrestrial waterworld,” Mr. Postberg was quoted as saying.

The Enceladus findings come after data earlier this month showed organic compounds on the
surface of Mars and seasonal fluctuations of atmospheric methane, marking some of the strongest
evidence ever that the earth’s neighbour may have harboured life.

Cassini has previously detected lightweight organic molecules at Enceladus but the newly found
fragments are much larger. Such large molecules can only be created by complex chemical
processes including those related to life, ESA said.

“This is the most recent in a long series of discoveries made by Cassini,” ESA added.
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